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LIFE OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 



CHAPTER I. 

Franklin't AnMftry. — ffit Father. — Po^vla- 
tion of Mdatachusettg. — Boaton in 1680. — 
FranklijCt Some. — Mt Father'i Second Mar- 
riage. — Peter Folger. — Hia Mother. 

Benjamin FBAirKLii<r came of a race of 
blacksmiths, who, in the town of Ecton, Eng- 
land, during three centuries, practiced their 
manly trade. Doubtless his intensely practical 
torn of mind was lai^ely inherited from his an- 
cestors. In his character, the imaginatiTe and 
poetical had but little play, far less than with 
that truly typical American, Abraham Lincoln ; 
bnt his strong and brilliant common sense 
amounted almost to genius. " He had," saysau 
eminent writer, *' an intellect of a very high 
order, — inventive, capacious, many-eided, re- 
tentive," and " was a man of the most uncom- 
mon common sense." Lord Brougham calls him 
" one of the most remarkable men of our times 
aa a politdciau, or of any ^e as a philosopher." 
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Hia father, Josiah Franklin, was .bom in Ei^- 
land, in the year 1655, during the reign of 
Charles the Second. He abandoned the ances- 
tral foige for a djer's trade, which, agwn^ afteT 
his emigration to Boston, he exchanged for that 
of tallow-chandler and aoap-boiler. In his old 
home he had espoused the cause of the Puritans, 
and in 1682, the very year of WiUiam Penn's 
aihTal in PennsylTaiua, he emigrated to the New 
World, at the age of twenty-seven, with his 
wife and three small children, that he might en- 
joy freedom of conscience. 
The two colonies of Uaasachosetts and Plym- 
.outh bad at that time a population of about 
fifty thousand. Boston was a small town of five 
er six thousand inhabitants, and the very next 
year after Josiah Franklin's arrival, the richest 
part of it was destroyed by fire. Fifteen years 
later it had over one thousand houses, and in 
eight years more its population had grown to 
eight or ten thousand. John Dunstan, who vis- 
ited the place in 1680, saya that " the houses 
were for the most part raised on the sea-banks, 
and wbarfed out with great indnsixy and coat, 
many of them standing upon piles, close together, 
on each side of the street, aa in Loudon, and 
furnished with many tail shops. . . The south 
ude of the town is adorned with gardens and 
orchards. . . There is a small but pleasant Com- 
mon, where the gallants, a little before sunset, 
walk with their marmalet madams, till the nine 
o'clock bell rings them home." 
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Govenior Bradstreet, *' an old maa, quiet and 
grave, dressed in black silk, but uot sumptuously, 
dvelt in a conimon house." There were then 
three churches, where the people were treated 
to prayers two bouts, and sermons an hour and 
a half loi^. The etern morality of the times 
bad its comical side, for scolds were gagged, and 
set in their own door-ways, for hours together, 
for all passeis-by to gaze at. The town had 
three tree echools, but Harvard College, a few 
miles off, bad but ten students, and they were 
'^ great smokeie." In the year of Mr. Franklin's 
landing. Cotton Mather was a young man of 
nineteen, just tising into &me j and John Eliot, 
the Apostle to the Indiana, at the ^e of Eeven- 
ty-eight, was within eight yaais of hia final 
reward. 

In the year 1691, as the town records inform 
us, Mr. Franklin was authorized to erect a shop 
eight feet square, in which to carry on his busi- 
ness, and a Blue Ball, hung over the door, told 
the people where to buy soap and candles. If 
he did not become rich, he must have enjoyed at 
least moderate success, as he was able to bring 
ap plainly but comfortably, a very lai^e &iiuly. 

*'Thl> wortbr nutn bad," ■•;■ hla son Benjamin, "an 
excell«at conMltation of body, vu of middle atanin, but 
wall aat, and very sbong; be waa Ingenloua, could dnw 
prettUy, iraa bUlled a lltlU In mnalc, and bad a dear, pleaa- 
iHg voice, ao tbat wben he plajed psalm tasM on bis Tiolln, 
and mng vltbai, a« be aomeUmea did In an evening, after 
la of tbe da; ma over, it waa extremely agreeable 

.;„o8ic 
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to bear. He bad a mechBnlcal geolus, too, and on occasion, 
ms very handy in tbe use of other tradennen'a tools; but 
Ma great exi!«llence iay In a sound understanding, and solid 
judgment in prudential matters, both in private and publlck 
afters. In the latter, indeed, he was never emploTcd, the 
numerous family he had to educate, and the HtraitnesH of 
his clmunstancea, keeping bim close to his trade; but I re- 
member well his being frequently visited by leading people, 
who consulted bim for his oj^nion In affairs of the town or 
ct the dinrch he belonged to, and showed a good deal of re- 
spect for bis judgment and advice ; ho was also much con- 
sulted by private persons about their aCaln, when any 
difficulty occurred, and frequently chosen au arbitrator be- 
tween contending parties. At his table he liked to have, as 
often as he could, some sensible friend or neighbor to con- 
verse with, and always took care to start some ingenious of 
usefnl topic for discourse, which might tend to improve the 
minds of his children. By tliis means he turned onr atten- 
tion to what was good, just and prudent in the conduct of 
life; and Utile or no noUce was ever taken of what related to 
the victuals or tbe table, whether it was well or ill dressed. 
In or out of season, of good or bad flavor, praferabie or Infe- 
rior to this or Ibat other thii^ of tbe kind, so that I was 
brou^t up in such perfect inattention to those matters, as 
to be quito indifferent what kind of food was set before me, 
and so unobservant of it, that to this day If I am aeked 
I can scarcely l«li, a few hours after dinner, what I dined 
upon." • 

In the year 1689, the wife, whom thirteen years 
hefore, when ha was about twenty-one years of 
age, Josiah Franklin had married in England, 
and who had home him seven children, was 
taken to rest. His second wife, tbe mother of 
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Benjamin, and of nine otlier children, was Abia 
Folger, daughter of Peter Folger, of Nantucket, 
" a godly and learned Englishman." Mr. Folger 
deserves most honorable mention as an intdli- 
gent and fearless champion of the rights of oon- 



Writing of his mother, Franklia says : " She 
had an excellent constitntion. . . I never knew 
either my &tb6r or mother to have any sickness 
bat that of which they died, he at 89, and she 
at 86 years of age. They lived lovingly togeth- 
er in wedlock fifty-five years : . . he was a pious 
and pmdent man ; she, a discreet and virtuous 
woman. They lie boried tc^ether in Boston." 

Parton says, "It is probable that Benjamin 
Franklin derived from his mother the fashion of 
his body and the cast of his countenaoce. There 
are Uneal descendants of Peter Folger who 
strikingly resemble Franklin in these partion- 
lars." 

The second wife was the mother of ten chil- 
dren, six of whom were sous. Jane, the youngest 
child, rax yeazs yonnger than Benjamin, was hii 
&Totite sistw. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Franklin' t Birth. —Dr. Willard. — UnO* 5««- 
yamin. — Bi» FatTier'$ ffoute. — Family Scene, 

— PopvXatian of Magtachutettt and of Boston. 

— Commerce of Boston. — It» Social Charae- 
ter. — Madame Knight. — Franklin in his Boy~ 
hood. ~~" Paying to much for the Whistle.*' — 
Sent to Qrammer School. — Changes his School. 

— Taken from School. — In his Father's Shop. 

— Building a Wharf. — (?«(« tnto Trouble. — 
Fond of Swimming. — Learning to Swim. — 
Swimming with a Kite. — Sleeping on the tester 
in 178S. 

Benjauin FstASKUS was bom in Boatoa, 
January 17, 1706, in the fourth year of Queen 
Anne. It was yet seventy years to the Decla- 
ration of Independence. 

Franklin'a birth occurred on Sunday. That 
very day the new-bom babe was taken across 
the street to the Old South Church, to be bap> 
lazed. Dr. Samuel Willard, a man of learning, 
author of the first syBtem of Divinity published 
in America, and a zealous controversialist, was 
then pastor of the church. Benjamin was the 
tenth son and the fifteenth child. He was named 
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bom his imole Benjamin, who, in 1T15, came to 
America, and died in Boston in 1728, at ai^ ad- 
vanced ^e. " There was," saya Franklin, " a 
particiilar affection between him and my father." 
He was very pious, a lover of good books, and 
^omeUiing of a poet. He was much pleased 
that his brother Josiah had named one of his 
SOD3 after him, and ever took a deep interest in 
the boy. 

After he came to Boston, now bereft of his 
wife and all of his ten children but one, he lived 
four yesis in his brother's house, a beloved and 
honored guest, only leaving it when his son 
Samuel became a housekeeper. 

At the time Fnmklin was bom, his father lived 
in s plun, two-story wooden house, in Milk 
Street, near Washington, where it stood till 1810, 
when it was destroyed by fire. It was twenty 
feet on the front, the sides and a lean-to for a 
Utcben running back about thirty feet. It had 
a gable roof toward the street, and the second 
story and attic projected somewhat over the first 
story. The whole building contained four rooms, 
one on the ground floor, comprising parlor, sitting- 
room, and eating-room, one in the second story, 
one in the attic, and the kitchen. The buUding 
was covered with rude clap-boards on the front, 
and shiugles on the sides and rear. It seems 
di£Boult to understand bow two rooms, each 
twenty feet square, and an attic chamber, could 
accommodate a &mily of fifteen or sixteen ; but, 
Btraitened as they must have been for room, a 
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place vas found for one more, when good Uncle 
Benjamin, in his loneliness, sought his brother's 
hospitality. " It was, indeed, a lowly dwelling,** 
wrote Franklin's youngest sister, " we were 
brought up in, but we were fed plentifully, made 
comfortable with fire and clothing, had 'Seldom 
any contention among us, but all waa harmony, 
especially between the heads, and they were 
universally respected, and the most of the fam- 
ily in good reputation." A pleasant picture 
faruly it must have been, when, as Franldin tells 
us, "thirteen were sitting at one time at his 
father's table," while the fire loaxed in the 
great open fire-place, and cheerful and instruct- 
ive conversation waa carried on between the 
parents and their boys and girla. No wonder a 
sensible neighbor liked occasionally to share the 
"feast of reason" at Josiah Franklin's, soap- 
boiler and candle-maker. Here was, is fact, a 
rude college, presided over by a man of rare wis- 
dom, and which sent out at least one &mous 
graduate, " the largest mind that has shone this 
side the sea." 

By this time the population of the two colo- 
nies had increased to between seventy and eighty 
thousand ; that of Boston to ten or twelve 
thousand, which waa nearly equal to the whole 
population of Kew York and Liverpool at tiiat 
time. Three or four hundred sail were sent out 
to foreign ports. "The conversatioo in this 
town," says Neal, speaking of this period, " is as 
polite as in most of the oitiea and towns of £ng- 
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laud, . . 80 that a gentleman from London 
would aliuoat think himself at home at Boston, 
when be observes the number of people, their 
houses, their fomiture, their tables, their dress 
and conversation, which perhaps is as splendid 
and showy as that of the most considerable 
tradesman in London." It is still more to ite 
credit, that, in such society, the hard-working 
tallow-chandler was a man of mark. Labor was 
honorable, especially when, as with Josiah Frank- 
lin, it was combined with solid sense and sound 
principle. 

Franklin was bom neur what was then the 
extreme southern limit of t)ie town. Beyond 
were fields and pastures and forests, where the 
boys roamed and picked berries, or set their 
traps for squirrels and labbits, and where, not 
more than two miles out, the men hunted bears. 
The town extended back but a little way from 
'the shore, and over a large territory now covered 
with a busy population, the sea still rolled its 
waves. Communioaiion with other towns and 
other colonies was slow and diffloidt. There is 
extant a journal of Madame Knight, a great lady 
in her day, " of good wit and pleasant humor," 
who taught Franklin to write, in which she gives 
a lively account of a journey she made on busi- 
ness in 1704, fiom Boston to New York, two 
hundred and seventy-one miles. She went on 
horseback, and was a fortnight on her way, meet- 
ing here and there a settlement, but traveling 
for the most part through the ancient forests, by 
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a bridle-path, crossmg rivers by fords or ferries, 
encouatering swampa and Indi&ns, enlert&iaed 
now by the Governor of Connecticut, and now 
by the humble pioneers of the wilderness. 

When Benjamin was seven years old, an inci- 
dent occurred, which seems to have made s deep 
impression upon his mind, as he thus referred to 
it sixty-six years after, in a letter to a JTreach 
lady: — 

" When I WM A child of seren yean old, my friends, oDm 
holiday, filled taj pockets with coppen. I went directly ta 
a shop when they sold toyi for chlldrea ; and bdng channed 
with the sound of a whistle, that I met by the way In the 
hands of another boy, I volontodly oflered and gara all my 
money (or one. I then came home, and went whiatling alJ 
over the house, much pleased with my whistle, but disturb- 
ing all the family. My brotben and slstfirs and cousins, un- 
derstanding the bargain that I had made, told me that I haA 
given four times as much for It as It was worth; put me la 
mind what good things I might have buoght with the rest ol 
the money; and laughed at me so much for my foUy, that I 
cried with resatlon; and the reflectlan gave more chagrin 
than the whistle gare me pleasure. 

"This, however," he adds, "was of use to me, the Im- 
pression continuing on my nUnd ; vo that often, when I was 
tempted to buy some uunecesaary thing, I said to myself, 
'Don't give too muek for (Ae toMiUe;' so I saved my 

" As I grew np, came into the world, and observed the ac- 
tions of men, I thought I met with many, very many, who 
gone too mucA/iM* th» uAistle." 

Tbe next year after this memorable event, 
when his elder brothers were put apprentices to 
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different tmdes, yonng Benjamin w&a seat to the 
grammar-BcLool, hie &ther intending to canj out 
the Jewish law, in devoting him as the tithe 
of faifl sons, to the serrioe of the ohorch, as a 
minister. 

"Hreu] J readiness in learning to read," he says, " (wlileli 
mnrt have been very early, as I do not remember irhen I 
conid not read), and the opinion of &U my faCber'a friend*, 
encoaTaged him in this porpoae of liie. Uy uncle Benja- 
min, too, approred of it, and proposed to give me all hia 
abort-hand Toliunee of sermons, I suppose as a stock to set 
ap witb. I conUnned, however, at the grammar-school not 
quite one year, tboogh In that time I had ri»en gradually 
from ttiemiddleof the class U>be the bead of It, and farther, 
was removed into the next class above It, in order to go with 
Uiat Into the ttdrd at the end of the year." 

The father's regard for the Jewish law of 
tithes seems to have been overborne by the law 
of neces^ty, the expense of a college course be- 
ing, he thought, beyond his means. There was 
another reason, peculiarly Franklinian, for giv- 
ii^ np his plan of educating a son for the min- 
istiy; it was, that so many in that profession 
obtained but a " mean living." The father, good 
Christian though he was, could readily descend 
from the spiritual to the material. Perhaps Id 
this we find one reason why the illustrious sou 
seldom rose from the material to the spiritual. 

From tlie grammar-school and prospeotive les- 
80US in Greek and Latin, the boy of nine years 
was sent to a school for writing and arithmetic, 
kept by a then &mous man, Mr. George Brown* 
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ell. Here he made respectable proficiency in 
writdi^, bnt Mled in arithmetic, at which vre 
wonder. The next year, when he was ten years 
old, he was taken home to assist his father in his 
business, and was set to " cutting wicks for the 
candles, fillii^ the dipping-mold and the molds 
for cast'Candles, attending the shop, going of 
errands, etc." Thus ended his school-life, hat 
not his education. The n«w occupation, how- 
ever, did not suit him. He had "a strong incli- 
nation for the sea," which was much agtunst hla 
father's wishes, he having had a sorry experience 
In that line from an older son, Joaah, who years 
before had run away to sea, and had never sent 
back a message of where he was, or what had 
be&llen him. Bat it was not all work with no 
play. 

" LivlBg near Uke water," mjs Franklin, " I wu much In 
and about It, l«amt earl^ to ivlm well, and to nuin^^e 
boots; and when In a boat or canoe witb other boys, I wa< 
eonaaoolj allowed to govern, especlail; In any case of diffi- 
culty; and npoa other occasions I waa generally a leader 
amoi^ the boys" (a» he was afterwarda a leader among 
men), "and aomeUmea led them Into acrapea, of which I 
will mention one Instance, aa It showa an early projecting 
public spirit, though not then justly conducted. 

"There was a aalt-manh that bounded part of the mill- 
pond, on the edge of which, at high water, we osad to stand 
to flsh for mlunovs. By much trampling we had made it a 
mere quagmire. Uy proposal was to build a wharf there fit 
for us to stand upon, and I showed my comrades a targe 
heap of stones, which were intended bx a new boose iMSi 
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the manh, and which would veiy well init oar porpoM. 
Aeeordln^j, In the evening, when the workmen were gme, 
I Msembled « number of m; playfellows, and working with 
Oteaa diligently, like bo many emmeti, sometimes two or 
Qiree to & atone, we bronght diem all away and built onr 
little whvf. The next morning the workmen were but^ 
priaed at missing Ihe stones, which were f oond In our wharf. 
Inquiry was made after the removers ; we were dUcovered 
and complained of; several of us were corrected by our 
fathers; and, although I pleaded the usefulness of the work, 
mine convinced me that nothing was useful which was not 
honesL" 

Here we see the philosopher in the rc^^uish 
boy ; and one can easily believe that the grave 
father, before proceeding to lay the rod upon the 
culprit's back, inwardly snuled, and proudly 
too, at hia attempt to prove the usefulness of his 
work. Perhaps the famous adage of "Poor 
Richard," Simettr/ is the beat policy, may be 
traced back to the father's wise repi'oof. 

Young Frankhn also took great deUght in 
swimming, and he ever regarded it as a *' most 
healthy and agreeable exercise." Writing to a 
&iend, long years after, he said ; — 

" I cannot be of o[diklan with you, that It Is too late In 
life for yoQ to learn to swim. The river near tlie bottom of 
yonr garden affords a most convenient place for the purpose. 
And, as your new employment requires yonr being often on 
tbe water, of which yon have snch a dread, I think yon 
would do well to make the trial; nothing being bo likely to 
remove those apprehensions, as is the consdonsnesa of an 
•UUly to swim to tht shore In case of an accident, or of *t^ 

Cookie 
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porting jonneU in the wbter till » boat could come to taka 
you up," 

Writii^ to another friend, when uov an old 
man, he told this Btory of his boyhood : 

" When. I vM a boy I made two oral pallets, each about 
ten inches long, and six broad, with a hole for the thumb, 
In Older to retain it fast In the palm of my hand. They 
mnch res^nbled a painter*! pallets. In swimming I pushed 
the edges of lliese forward, and I struck Qi« water with 
tbeir flat sorfacea as I drew them back. I remember I swam 
faat«r bymeans of these pallets, but they fadgned my wrists. 
I also fitted to tlie soles of my feet a kind of sandals; but I 
was not saUsfled with them, because I observed Hiat the 
stroke Is partly gtven by the Inside of the feet and aokleo, 
and not entirely with the soles of the feet." 

The little philosopher was eren then connect- 
ing science with sport, of which he gives us 
another example : — 

" I amused myself one day with Oylng a paper Ute; and 
approaching the bank of a pond, which was near a mile 
broad, I Ued the string to a stake, and the tdte ascended to a 
very considerable height above the pond, whUe I was swim- 
ming. In a little time, being desirous of amusing myself 
with my kite, and enjoying at the same time the pleasure of 
swimming, I returned; and, loosing from the stake the string 
with the little stick which was fastened to it, went again into 
the water, where I found that, Ipng on my back, and hold- 
ing the stick In my hands, I was drawn along the surface of 
the water in a very agreeable manner. Haying then engaged 
another boy to eairy my clothes round the pond, to a plaoe 
which I ptdnted out to him on the other side, I b^an to 
croas the pond with my kite, which carried me quite orar 
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wllfaont the leut fitigne, And with the greatest plewnre 
fanagliiable. I was odIj obliged, occaaionaUy, to h»lt a. little 
in laj- coniM, and lealst the progress, when It appeared that, 
bj following too quick, I lowered the kite too much; b; do- 
ing which occasionally, I made It rise again. I have nerer 
dnce lliat time practiced tbfs singular mode of swimming, 
ttkongh I think it not impossible to cross In tliis nuntier 
from Dover to Calais." 

This familiarity with the water in his hoTish 
days enabled him later in life to perform an al- 
most incredible feat. In his journal, July 25, 
1785, when he was in England, and now seventy- 
nine years old, he wrote : 

" I went at noon to balhe in UArtin'i salt-water hot^kath, 
and, floating on my back, fell asleep, and slept near an hour 
by my watch, without sinking or tumlngl A thing I nerer 
did before, and should hardly have thought possible. Water 
t* the easiest bed that cu la." 
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CHAPTER ni. 

Wa Brother John. — JXalikei Mt Father'/ Trade, 
— Looking for a Trade. — Fond of Booht. — 
The Booht he Bead.— Cotton Mather. — Be- 
comet a Printer'i Apprentice to hit Brother 
Jamet. — Borrowing Books. — Writittg Poetry 
and Prose. — Improving his Style. — Mow he 
Bouyht Books.- ms IHet.— The Charaaler 
of hit Beading. — -Fond of Diseustiont. 

" I contliiaed," writes FranUin, " In my faUier*! boslDMa 
for the yeu, that la, tiU I waa twelve yean old; uid my 
brother Joha, who waa bred to that buslnesa, having left my 
father, matried, and set up for himself In Bhode Idand, 
there was all appearance that I was deaUned to supply hia 
place, and become a tallow-chandler. Bat my dislike to tba 
trade continuing, my father was under apprehensions that If 
he did not find one for me more agreeable, I dbould break 
away and get to sea, as Us son Joslah had done, to his great 
vexation. He therefore BometimeB took me to walk with 
him, and see Jolnera, bricklayers, turners, braxlerg, etc., at 
their work, that he might observe my Inclination, and en- 
deavor to fix it on some trade or other on hand. It has ever 
since been a pleasure to me to see good workmen handle 
their tools; and It iiai been useful to me, having leamt so 
much by it as t« be able to do Uttla Jobs myself in my 
house when a workman oooU not readily be fpA, and to eoi^ 
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■tract little mKchinM for my experlmenta, while tb» inteiH 
tion of moMng the experiment wu fresh uid wum Im my 
ndnd. Ky hther at l>at fixed upon the cutler's trade, and 
my Uncle Benjamin's Bon Sunoel, who wm bred to tlwt 
boalneM in London, being ftboat tliat time eatAbUshed In 
Boston,! wuwQt to be with UmMme time on IHdDg. Bat 
Ua expectadona (d a fee with me dlspleasliig my father, I 
wa> taken home again." 

TluB period of tmoertainty and change was fat 
from being lost time. We have seen the boy's 
habits of close observation, and his inTentive 
turn of mind. Though not at school, he was 
always learning Bomething new, which he after- 
ward tamed to account when he became a man. 
His very qwrts were Bcientifio experiments, his 
sad experience with the stone whaif was a lesson 
in engineering. He was also a great reader. 
From a very early age he had a book in his hand, 
and this fondness for reading was to prove the 
clue to lead him to a suitable trade. " All the 
little money that came into my hands," he tells 
OS, " was ever laid oat io books. Pleased with 
the Pilgrim's Progress, my first oollection was 
of John Banyan's works, in separate little vol- 
umes." These he afterwards sold to enable bim 
to buy a work in forty or fifty small volumes, 
mach praised by Dr. Johnson, Barton's Histor^ 
ioal Collections. But euch a mind' as his, so 
eager for knowledge, was sure to wander into 
other pastures. What he could not buy he would 
borrow. Lighting upon Plutarch's Lives, he 
read them with great avidity and advantage, and 
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no wonder ; foi as baa been truly said, " The 
charm of Plutarob's wrilings has been felt and 
owned by old and young, soldier and statesman, 
the philosopher and the' man of bu^ess." 

Franklin tells us that a book of De Foe's, 
called an Essay on Projects, and another of Dr. 
Mather's, called Essays to do Good, writtea in 
quunt style, like everything eliw &om his pro- 
lific pen, gave him a turn of thinking that had 
an influence on some of the future eyenta of his 
life. A letter which he wrote is 1784, when he 
was seventy-eight years old, to Samuel Mather, 
shows the influence of a good book. 

" When I wu » bay, I met with a book entitled " Esufi 
to do Oood," which I think was written b; your fathar 
(Cotton MUher). It had been bo little regarded by a fonn«r 
powMior, that BCTenl leavea of It were torn out; but the 
remainder gave me snch a torn of thinking aa to have an in- 
flnenoe on my conduct through life ; for I have alwayi set a 
greater valne on the character of a doer <^ good, dian on 
■ay other Und of repntatlon; and if I hare been, u yon 
seem to think, a uaefnl citizen, the public owm the advan- 
tage of It to that book." 

One thii^ is to be noted ; Franklin, boy that 
he was, knew hoa to read. He read good books, 
and read them carefully, so as to make them 
his own possession. They instructed him and 
stimulated him. 

"This bookish inclination," he Infoims na, "at length 
determined my father to make me a printer, though he had 
already one boq (James) of that profession. In 1717 my 
brother returned from England with a press and ietteta to 
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Ht Tip lilB biuiaeM in Boston. I liked it mndi better tlum 
th&t of m; father, but Btill Iiad a hankering for tbe tea. To 
prerenl tlie apprehended efFect of such an Inclination, my 
tatlier wu Impatient to liave me bound to mj brotlier. I 
■food out for HOme time, bnt at last was persuaded, and 
■Igned tlie Indenturea when I was yet but twelve years old. 
I waa to eerve as an ^>I»«ntice till I was twent;-<ine yean of 
age^ only I woa to be allowed journeyman's wages during the 
last year. In a little time I made great proficiency In the 
boslnesa, and became a uaefol hand to roy brother." 

He is careful to tell us that he now had access 
to bettei books. There were several bookstores 
in the town, and now and then he borrowed a 
small book from the apprentices of the book- 
sellets, which he returned "soon and clean." 
Often be read far into tbe night, that the book 
thos slilj drawn by a young Mend's hand from 
the store shelves at evening, might be returned 
early in the morning, leat it should be missed or 
wanted. He also found a friend in *' an ingen- 
ious tradesman," Mr. Matthew Adams, who, 
observing his literary enthusiasm, invited him to 
his library, " a pretty collection of books," and 
very kindly loaned him such as he wanted. 

He now took a &ncy to poetry, and began to 
compose ballads. 

"One," he tells ua, "was called "The Light-honae Tng. 
edy,' and contained an account of tlie drowning of Captain 
Worthllake, with hla two daughters: the other was a 'Sailor's 
Song,' on the taking of Teach (or Blackhead) the pirate. 
Tbey were wretched stuff, In the Grub-atreetr-baliad style; 
and when they were printed, he sent me about the town to 
■^ Uiem. Ilie first sold wondertoliy, the event, being 
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ntxal, bAvlng made a e^^^ hoIh. This flfttterad my 
ranlty: bnt my f&ther dlsconraged me b; ridicnling my per- 
formuices, and telling me verae-maken were generally beg- 
gara. So I eacqwd being a poet, most probably a very bad 

He now wisely turned his attention to prose- 
writing, hia snccess in which, he tells us, was of 
great use to him in aftei life, and a principal 
means of his advancement. His style, even when 
a young man, was remarkable for its purity, sim- 
plicity and grace, as well as for its manly vigor. 

His thirst for knowledge made it necessary 
that he should devise some means of raising 
money for buying books. He was now about 
sixteen years of age, an age when boys are apt 
to have ravenous appetites, and to be content 
with nothing short of an ample supply of good 
things. But Franklin had learned from his fa- 
ther the dilUcult lesson of being quite indifferent 
to the quality of his food. Give him plain &re 
and he asked no more. This helped him to a 
happy financial expedient. A book, recommend- 
ing a vegetable diet, just then falling in his way^ 
with which he was much pleased, he proposed to 
his brother, who, being unmarried, did not keep 
house, but boarded himself and his apprentices 
in another family, that if he would give him 
weekly half the money paid for his board, he 
would board himself. He found that he could 
save half that was paid him, and so he had a 
book-fond. 
"But," be add*, "I had another adranti^ in It. 1^ 
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brother knd the rest going from the pTlnting-house to their 
meals, I remained there alone, and, dispAtching presently my' 
light repast, which often was no more ttuma biscnitor a 
slice of bread, & handful of raisins or a tart from the pastry* 
ooak'i, and a glass of water, had the rest of the time till 
their retam for Btady, In which I made the greater prepress, 
from that greater clearness of head, and quicker apprehen- 
alon, which usually attend temperance In eating and drink- 
About tbia time, also, he made up his deficiency 
in arithmetio, read two books on navigation, and 
made a slight acquaintance with geometry. The 
BolidiEy and maturity of hia mind, even so young, 
are seen in hia reading Buch works as Locke 
On the Buman Understandinif, and the Art iff 
Thinking, by the Port-Royaliata. 

In a little work on English grammar, be found 
something upon rhetoric and logic, and a speci- 
men of the Socratio method of disputation. He 
procured, also, a translation of the Memorabilia 
of Socrates, with which he was greatly charmed, 
and he resolved to drop his positive and dog- 
matic style of ai^umeut, and " put on the hum- 
ble inquirer and doubter." Having become 
something of a free-thinker from the perusal of 
infidel books, be took pleasure in applying his 
new method of reasoning to religious subjects. 
With an air of peculiar sincerity and candor, as 
if bis only wish was to discover truth, be would 
modestly start inquiries, and draw people, even 
of superior knowledge, into entangling conces- 
Bions, by which he gained on apparent easj 
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riotory. Thia was more gratifying to hb pride 
than farorable to the discovery of tntth, and 
tended to confirm him in viewa vhich he had 
done better cot to entertain. The real humility 
which leads to truth was wanting. He caute to 
some such conolu^on himself, after a few years, 
and formed the habit of expressing himself id 
terms of modest diffidence. Instead of the 
words certairUi/, undoubtedly, and others which 
had an air of positiveness, he would say, " / 
$hould think it 80 and go, for such and such tea- 
Bons ; or, " Jimagine it to he to," or, " /( t» to, if I 
am not mistaken." 

" Thia habit," he adds, " lias, I believe, been of great ad- 
vautage to me vheu I IiaTe b&d occasion to inculcate taj 
oplniona, and penoade men into meaanres that I have been 
from time to time engaged in promoting; and, as the chief 
ends of conTenatlon are Ui Inform or to be Informed, to 
pleaee or U> persuade, I wish well-meaning, sensible men 
would not lessen their power of doing good by a positive, 
asaiunlng manner, that seldom fails to disgust, t«nds to cre- 
ate opposition, and to defeat every one of those purposes for 
which speech was given to na, to wit, giving or receiving 
Information or pleMtmi" 
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I%« JPew Paper tn FranJclin's Day. — A Neat' 
hoy. — Writing for a Newspaper. — Bis Brother 
Jamet a Eard Matter. — Beryamin beeomet 
Manager of the Courant. — Betolvei to Break 
hit Ilngi^ement. 

The newspaper is peculiarly a modern insti- 
tation. Witliin the latter piirt of the present 
century it has become a great power in tUe 
world. But in Franklin's day it was, compar- 
itively, a feeble child, of small size and scant 
ntterance, giving but faint promise of the pro- 
portions it has since assumed, and the vast in< 
fluence it non' exerts. The first attempt at an 
American newspaper, in Boston, in the year 
1690, waa suppressed by tlie authorities, as a 
dangerous innovation, a second number never 
seeing the light.* It was fourteen years before 
any person again essayed so formidable a ven- 
ture. In 1704, the Boston N'ews-Letter asked 
permission to publish, on the half of a foolscap 
sheet, — '*by authority," it is careful to state — 
a few harmless advertisements and items of 
news. It would not venture to express an opia- 

■ g— 'fc'-i'— '• Rite ef llu Republic, pig* ug. 
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ioQ. Readers were left to draw their own infer- 
eDces. Though Massachusetts has the honor of 
haviBg established, as the first college, so also 
the first printing-press in America, yetitdetracta 
from her credit that, from the first, she put re- 
BtricLions upon its freedom, keeping a sharp 
look-out upon its issues, lest some erroneous doc- 
trine, or some opinion derogatory to the govern- 
ment, should by it obtain currency. Legal 
restraints were not removed till 1755, nearly 
fifty years after Franklin's birth. And so Mr. 
Campbell, the editor, spoke only as he was au- ■ 
thorized. 

In 1719, appeared the Boston Gazette, which 
was printed by James Franklin, who, the year 
after, commenced a paper of his own, The New 
England Courant. " He was dissuaded," says 
his brother Benjamin, " by some of bia friends, 
from the undertaking, as not likely to succeed, 
one newspaper being, in their judgment, enough 
for America." But he believed there was room 
for another, of a superior character to what had 
yet appeared, and went forward with his under- 
taking, being both editor aud piinter. Benja- 
min, the apprentice, was employed to caiTy the 
paper through the streets to the customers. He 
began with being a news-boy, and a large part 
oi his subsequent life was devoted to manufact- 
uring and scattering news. He was a history- 
maker on a large scale. 

Such a bright, iugenious spirit as his could not 
be confined to the mere mechanical drudgery of 
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• uewapaper. " Hearing the oonTersationa of sev- 
eral contributors, and their accounts of the appro- 
bation their papers were received with, he was 
excited to try his hand among them." He was 
now in his sixteenth year. In a disguised hand 
he prepared an anonymous article, and placed 
it under the door of the printing-house. " It 
waa found," he says, " in the morning, and com- 
monicated to his friends, when they called in as 
usual. They read it, commented on it in my 
hearii^, and I had the exquisite pleasure of 
finding it met with their approbation, and that, 
in their different guesses at the author, none 
were named but were of some character among 
U8 for learning and ingenuity." He was thus 
enooon^ed to write several more papers, which 
were also a success. But when a quite natural 
vanity led him to divulge Iiis secret, and he be- 
gan to take a higher place in the consideration 
of the printing-house coterie, liis brother became 
a little jealous of the rising reputation of his 
apprentice-boy. He told Benjamin that literary 
aspirations made him vain, which the youthful 
writer tells us was very probably true. James 
Franklin seems to have been a hard master. He 
.was passionate, and often beat his apprentice, 
forgetting that the apprentice was also a brother. 
They had many disputes between them, which, 
when carried before their father, were generally 
decided in favor of the younger. The yoke was 
burdensome to a person of Benjamin's apirit, 
and in an unexpected manner an opportunity 
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came for thiowiog it off. He thus tella the stoiy 
of his deliveiaDce : — 

" One of the pieces In our newspaper, on aome political 
point, which I have now f otgotten, gave offense to the Amem- 
biy. Uy brother was takea np, censored, and Imprisoned 
for amonth by the speaker's warrant, I snppoMi, because he 
' would not discover his author. I, too, was taken up and 
examined before the cooncil, but though I did not ^ve them 
anj sttUsfactlon, they contented themselves with admonishing 
me, and dismissed me, considering me, perhaps, m an ap- 
^entJce, who was bound to keep his master's secrets. 

"During my brother's confluement, which I resented a good 
deal, notwithstanding our private differences, I had the man- 
agement of the paper; and I made t>old to give our rulers 
some rules In It, which my brother took very kindly, while 
others t>egan to consider me In an unfavorable light, as a 
young genius that had a turn for llhelling and satire. My 
brother's discharge was accompanied with an order of the 
House (a very odd one), that 'JameM lYankliti ahojild no 
longer prtnt the paper called the Nea England Courant,' " 

The Courant, we may remark, was a very in- 
dependent and racy paper, '* touching with great 
freedom the vices and follies of the time. The 
.reapou of satire was used with an unsparing 
liand. Neither the govermnent nor the clergy 
escaped." It contained " some severe and hu- 
morous criticisms on the poets of the day, which 
may be classed with the best specimens of this 
kind of composition in the modem reviews." • 

After due consultation among the friends of 
the paper, it was decided to print it under the 
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name of Bbkjaihn Fbjlskjjss ; and, to avoid 
the censure of the Assembly, that might come 
from its being printed by an apprentice, he was 
to be cleared from his indenture, and to sign new 
papers, which were to be kept private. And so 
the ill-used apprentice had gained a position of ' 
more independence. Fresh differences ere long - 
having arisen between the brothers, Benjamin 
used liis advantage to break his engagement and 
assert his freedom, believing that his brother 
would not dare to produce tlie indeoturea. He 
had some scruples as to the propriety of this 
course, but bis feelings of resentment prevailed, 
and he quit the ofGce. ' His brother was of 
course indignant, and took his revenge bj_repre- 
senting Benjamin in an unfavorable light at all 
the other printing-houses in the town, so as to 
prevent his getting employment. It is possible 
that he may have thought to get his brother back 
by reducing him to extremities. Benjamin, how- 
ever, had DO intention of returning to his bon< 
df^e. He had a brave spirit, and believed that 
he coold look out for himself. And so ended his 
life in Boston. He went forth to seek his for- 
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Fbasklin' was now seventeen yeara of age, 
and of course still under his father's guardian- 
ship. He well knew that liia father would not 
consent to his leaving Boston, especially as he 
blamed hiin for breaking with his brother, and 
was, perhaps, hoping to persuade him to return 
to the office. But to go he was determined, and 
the only course open before him was to run 
away. He was the more inclined to this from 
having made himself obnoxious to the governing 
party, and from the consequent fear that s fur- 
ther stay might bring him into trouble. Besides, 
his indiscreet tlisi)utations about religion had 
brought him into disrepute with the good people 
of the town. He was by no means a coward. 
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as he had already shown ; in fact, he had. ^ven 
too much license to his tongae and pen ; but, as 
he had probably acted the part ratber of a sportive 
caviler than of an earnest champion of truth, seek- 
ing more to surprise and annoy, or else to amuse, 
by startling novelties, than to produce convic- 
tion, he easOy persuaded himself that it would 
be advisable, certainly more agreeable, to trans- 
fer himself to a new field of action. But it re- 
quired some ingenuity to escape unobserved. 
As we have seen from the experience of Madame 
Knight, it was no short and easy excursion to 
New York, to which town he had made up hia 
mind, if possible, to go, aa the nearest place 
where there was a printer. His friend Collins, 
the "bookish" young man, offered to manage 
for him, and secured him a passage in a New 
York sloop, making up a little story to deceive 
the captain. With a little money in his pocket, 
obtained from the sale of some of his books, 
&om which he was probably the more willing to 
part from having their contents well stored away 
in his head, he was taken privately on board. 
Off Block Island they were becalmed, and the 
crew made a fine haul of cod. Frankhn's vege- 
tarian principles were now put to a severe test. 
So far he had stuck to his resolution to eat noth- 
ing that had life, and he regarded the capture 
of these fish as little 'short of murder. He would 
not share ia the guilt by partaking of them. 
But the savory smell of the fish, as they came 
out of the frying-pau, produced a violent conflict 
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between principle and inclination. A mind so 
ingenious aa his was not long, however, ia sus- 
pense, especiallj in eight and smell of a favorite 
article of food. He would not yield to appetite 
without a reason, but such relief was speedily 
found. He recollected that, when the fish were 
opened, he saw smaller fish taken out of their 
stomachs, and the happy thought flashed upon 
him, " If you eat one another, I don't see why 
we may not eat you." Tlius, at once, reason, 
conscience and appetite aU conspired to banish 
his scruples. He dined heartily upon the fish, 
and was so well satisfied with the conclusion to 
which he had come, that from that time he only 
now and then returned to ft vegetable diet. " So 
convenient a tiling it ia," says this happy logi- 
cian, " to be a reatonahle creature, since it ena- 
bles one to find or muke a reaton for everything 
one has a mind to." 

After tliis, a fair wind, springing up, took the 
vessel iu three days to New Tork. Here he 
found himself three hundred miles from home, 
a stranger to everybody, witiiout a letter of rec- 
ommendation, aud almost without money. But 
he had a brave heart, a comfortable amount of 
self-reliance, and a trade. Ilis passion for the 
sea had been cured by the taste of it he had got 
on his brief voyage, and he set himself at once to 
seeking employment. He applied to the one 
printer of the town, which was then a smaller 
place than Boston, with only seven or eight thou 
Band inhabitants. The printing-business wai 
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not flourishing, where there was not eren a sin- 
gle newspaper or bookstore. Mr. Bradford had 
all the help he needed, and advised the young 
printer to go to Philadelphia. This was a hun- 
dred miles further, but what was that to a stout- 
hearted youth with hia head full of ideas, resolved 
to make his way in the world? He accordingly 
set out in a boat for Amhoy. leaving his chest of 
things — great things they were — to follow him 
round by sea. 

In crossing the bay, a squall tore the rotten 
Bails to pieces, and di'ove the vessel upon Long 
Island. On their way a drunken Dutchman fell 
overboard, and when he was sinking, Franklin 
caught hold of him by his "shook-pate" and 
drew him up. 

" His dncUng sobered him a Uttle,*' adda Fnnkllm, " and 
lie 'went to sleep, taking first oat of his pocket a book, wMcli 
be desired I voold dry for him. It proved to be my old fovor- 
Ite anUior, Banyan's Pilgrim's Fn^reas, In Dntcb, finely 
IBinted, on good paper, copper cuts, a dress tietter than I liad 
erer seen it wear in its own language. 

" On approaching the island, we found It was in a place 
where there conld be no landing, there being a great suige oil 
Uie et«ny beacb. 60 we dropped anchor, and swung out our 
cable towards the shore. Some people came down to the 
■hore and halloed to as, as we did to them ; but the wind 
was BO high, and the sorgo so load, that we could not under- 
stand eacli other. There were some small boats near the 
shore, and we made signs, and called to them to fetch as; 
but they either did not comprehend nt, or it was imprac^- 
cable, so they went off. Night approaching, we had no rem- 
•dybat to have patience tlli the wind abated; and In tha 
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meantime the boUmaa and myoeU conclnded to sleep, If ira 
conld; and bo we crowded Into the hatches, where we joined 
the Dutchman, who was still wet, and the spray breaking 
orer the head of our boat, leaked through to us, so that we 
were soon almost as wet as he. In this manner we lay all 
night, wlthrerj little rest; but, the wind abatii^ the next 
day, we made a shift to reach Amtioy before night; haTing 
been thirty hours on the water, without ylctuals, or any 
drink but a bottle of filthy Tum; the water we sailed on be- 
ing salt. 

" In the erening I fonnd myself very feverish, and went 
to bed; but, having read somewhere ths4. cold water dnulk 
plentifully was good for a fever, I followed the prescription, 
and sweat plentifully most of the night. Hy fever left me, 
aad In the morning, crossing the ferry, I proceeded on my 
journey on foot, having fifty miles to go to Burlington, where 
I was told I should find boats, that would carry me the rest 
of my way to Philadelphia. 

" It rained very hard all the day : I was thoroughly soaked, 
and by noon a good deal tired; so I stopped at a poor iun, 
where I stayed all nlgtit; beginning now to wish I had never 
left home. I made so miserable a figure, too, that I found 
by the quesUons asked me, I was suspected to t>e some run- 
away, indentured servant, and In danger of being taken up 
oa suspicion. However, I proceeded next day, and got tn 
tbe evening to an inn, within eight or ten miles of Burling- 
tfm, kept by one Dr. Brown. He entered into conversation 
wiQi me while I took some refreshment, and, finding I had 
read a little, became very obliging and friendly. Oar ac- 
qiudntauce continued all the rest of his life. He had been, 
I imagine, an ambulatory quack doctor, for there was no 
town in England, nor any country in Europe, of which he 
could not give a very particular account. He had some let- 
ten, and was ingenious, but he was an infidel, and wickedly 
nadertook, some yean after, to turn the Bible into doggerel 
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TKM. * ' ' B7 this means he set many facta In a rldJco- 
1(HU light, and might have done mischief with weak minds, 
It his work had been published; but it Devei; was. 

" At his house I iay that night, and airiTcd the next da; 
In Bnrllogton, but had the mortification to Oad that the rc^ 
niar boau were gone a llttie before, and no other was ex- 
pected to go before Tuesday, tills being Saturday. Where- 
fore I letnmed to an old woman in the town, of whom I had 
bought some gingerbread to eat on the water, and asked her 
ftdvice. She proposed to lodge me Ul] a passage by some 
f>ther boat occurred. I accepted her oSer, being much 
fUIgned by travelling on foot Understanding I was a 
printer, she would have had me remain in that town and 
follow my business ; being ignorant what stock was necessary 
to be^ with. She was very hospitable, gave me a dimier 
td ox-cheek with great good-will, accepting only a pot of ale 
In retsmj and I thought myself fixed till Tuesday should 
e(sn& However, walking in the evening by the side of the 
river, a boat came by, which £ found was going towards 
Fbiladdphia, with several people iu her. They took me in, 
and, as Qkere was no wind, we rowed all the way; and about 
midnight, not having yet seen the city, some of the company 
were ciotfldent we must have passed it, and would row no 
iorther; the others Imew not where we were, so we put 
towards the shore, got into a creek, landed near an old fence, 
with the rails of wiiich we made a fire, the night being cold, 
in October, and there we remained till daylight, Then one 
of tlie company knew the place to be Cooper's Creek, a little 
above Philadelphia, which we saw as soon as we got out of 
the creek, and arrived there about eight or nine o'clock oa 
the Sunday morning, and landed at Uarket-street wharf." 

And 80 Boston haa lost one of her bi%htest 
minds, of whom afterwards she was to he proud, 

Coogk 
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and Philadelphia has gained, a new citizeQ, in 
disguise at present, only a fuU-grown boy, poor, 
and looking for work whereby to earn an honest 
living, but destined to add new lustre to his 
adopted city. See him in his working-dress, his 
best clothes being yet on the way, soiled and tin- 
prepoBseasing, his pockets stuffed out with shirts 
and stockings, weary with rowing and walking, 
and want of sleep, hungry, a single dollar all 
- that was left after paying for his pass^^ a cop- 
per shilling, a sum refused by the kind-hearted 
boatmen, butwhich bia independent spirit forced 
them to accept ; for, as he afterwards shrewdly 
said, in relating his adventures, " man is some- 
times more generous when he has little money, 
than when be has plenty ; perhaps to prevent 
his being thought to have little." 

Philadelphia waa then a town of seven thou- 
sand inhabitants, " a faire, greene country town," 
the houses built of brick or stone, and surrounded 
by gardens and orchards. It was a goodly place 
to live in, amoi^ the peace-loving Friends, with 
plenty for everybody, and abounding in delicious 
fruits. But we will let him continue his own 
story; — 

"I walked toward! tlie top of the atroet, gasing alxnit till 
near Market atreet, wliere I met a boy with liresd. I had 
often made a meal of dry bread, and, inquiring where he had 
bongbt It, I went Immediately to the baker's he directed me 
to. I aaked for biacnits, meaning snch aa we bad in Boatoa; 
tliat aort, it aeems, was not made in FmUdelpIiia. I then 
aaked for a thre^-penn; loaf, and waa told they had none. 
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Hot knowing the different prices, nor the names of the dif- 
ferent Borts of bread, [ told liim to give me thrcc-peonr 
worth of any sort. He gave me, accordingly, three great, 
pulTj Toils. J van Borptisod at the quantity, but toolc It, 
and, haring no room in my pockets " — already occupied by 
his aliirts and stockings — "walked oD with a roll under 
each arm, and eating the other. Then I went up Uarket 
street as far as Fotirth street, passing by the door of Ifr, 
Bead, my future wife's father; when she" — then a girl of 
eighteen— "standing at the door, saw me, and thought I 
made, and certainly E did, a most awkward, ridiculous ap- 
pearance. Then I turned and went down Chestnttt street, 
eating my roll all the way, and, coming round, found myself 
■gain at Uarket-strcet wharf, near the boat I came In, to 
which I went for a draught of the river water; and, being 
filled with one of my rolls, gave the other two to a woman 
and her child that came down the river in the boat with ns. 
Mud were waiting to go farther. 

"Thus refreshed, I walked again up the street, which by 
tlilB time had many dean-dressed people la It, who were 
all walkli^ the same way. I joined them, and thereby was 
led into the great meeting-house of the Quakers, near the 
market. I sat down among them, aud, after looking round 
awhile, and hearing nothing said, being very drowsy Uirough 
labor and want of rest the preceding night, I fell fast 
asleep, and continued so till the meeting broke up, when 
BOme one was kind enough to rouse me. This, therefore, 
ms the first house I was in, or slept in, in Philadelphia. 

"I then walked down towards the river, and looldng in the 
faces of everyone, I met a young Qualier man, whose coun- 
tenance pleased me, and, accosting him, requested lie would 
tell me where a stranger could get a lodging. We were then 
near the sign of the Three Slorincrs. ' Uere,' said he, ' Is 
a house where they receive strangers, hut it Is not a reputa- 



48 LETB O? BBKJAMIN Y'RASTKUS. 

ble one;' and he conducted me to the Crooked Billet la 
WUer Street. There I got & dinner; and while I was eat 
li^, sereral questions were aaked me, as, from my joath and 
appearance, I was auapected of being a nmaway. 

After dinner my host having shown me to a bed, I laid 
myself on It withont undressing, and slept till six tu tlie 
erenlug, when I was called to supper. I weat to bed again 
TWy early, and slept very soondly tUl next momii^. Then 
I dressed myself as neat as I could, and went to Andrew 
Bradford, the printer's. I found in the shop tlie old man 
his father, whom I had seen at New York, and who, travel- 
ing on horseback, had got to Philadelphia before me. He 
introduced me to his son, who received me civilly, gave me 
a breakfast, tnit told me he did not at present want a hand, 
being lately supplied with one ; but tliere was another printer 
in town, lately set np, oneEelmer, who, perhaps, might em- 
ploy ma ; if not, I should be welcome to lodge at his house, 
and he would give me a Uttle work b> do now and then, till 
fuller business should offer. 

" The old gentleman said he would go with me to the new 
printer; and, when we found him, 'Neighbor,' Bald Brad- 
ford, ' I have brought to see you a young man of your bud- 
ness; perhaps yoa may want such a one.' He asked me a 
few questions, put a compoalng-etlck In my hand, to see how 
I worked, and then said he would employ me soon, though 
he had Just then nothing for me to do. And taking old 
Bradford, whom he had never seen before, to be one of the 
towns-people that bad a good will for him, entered Into a 
conversation on hb present undertaking and prospects; 
while Bradford, not disclosing that he waa the other printer's 
father, on Eeimer's saying he expected soon to get the great- 
est part of the business into his own hands, drew him on by 
artful questions, and storting little doubts, to expldu all hlj 
views, what influence he relied on, and in what manner he 
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intotded to proceed. I, who stood by and heard all, aaw 
immediately that one was a crafty old sophfster, and the 
other a true novice. Bradlonl left me with Eeimer, who 
mu greatly aurprUed when I told him who the old man 

The youDg Bostonian must have recalled to 
mind bis own sophistical encounters in bis native 
town, when he artfully drew on his antagonists 
to make concessions, which he skilfully turned 
against Utdu. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

In Philadelphia. — Keimer. -^ Seartfrom Sonu. 
— iSir William Keith. — Keith beoomee Frank- 
lin^ a Patron. — Keith's Proposal to ^aTiilin. 
— Brilliani Prospectt, 

Philadelphia did not present a brilliaDt open- 
ing to our young adventurer. Fortunately he 
waa willing to work hi3 way up by gradual 
odrances. Give him a chance, and he was con- 
tent to trust to time and his own talents for 
promotion. 

Introduced as above to Keimer, he cast a look 
about the printing-house, which contained an 
old damaged press, and a small, worn-out font 
of English. Keimer was then composing an 
elegy on his late principal hand, an intelligent 
young man, o£ excellent character, who had been 
secretary to the Assembly. lie was pleased to 
consider himself a poet, and was accustomed to 
Bet up his verses as he manufactured them, 
directly out of his head, without the trouble of 
writing them. Franklin would have helped 
him, but, of coui-se, there was no copy, and, 
besides, but one pair of cases. So he made himself 
useful by putting the press, which had not been 
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used, in such order as he could, and then, taking 
his leave, he promised to come again and print 
off the elegy as soon as it was ready. Return- 
ing to B radford's, he there found a little job wait- 
ing for him, and at his house he *' lodged and 
dieted." A few days after, he was sent for 
Eeimer having by this time got another pair 
of cases and a pamphlet to reprint, upon which 
Franklin was set to wort. 

" Thlfl man, thoogh Bomethiiig of a scholar, " aays Frank- 
lin, " was a mere compositor, knowing nothing of presa- 
work. He had been one of the French prophets, and eonld act 
tlidr enthoslaaUc agitaUons. At thia time, he did not profess 
any particular religion, bntsometblng of all on occasion; wu 
mj ignorant of the world, and had, as I afterward found, 
a good deal of the tnare in bis composition. He did not 
like my lodging at Bradford's while I worked with him. 
He had a honse indeed, bat withontfumltare; so he could 
not lodge me ; bnt he got me a lodging at Mr. Bead's, before 
mentioned, who was the owner of his house ; and my chest of 
clothes being come bj this time, I made rather a more accept^ 
able appearance In the eyes of Miss Bead, than I had done 
when she fint happened to see me eating my roll in the 

He now began to feel at home in Philadelphia. 
He made the acquaintance of some young peo- 
ple, who were fond of reading, with whom ho 
spent his evenings very pleasantly. His indus- 
try and frugality also enabled him to lay up 
some money. But what, meanwhile, are his 
thougbto of the old home in Boston ? He tells 
ua that he tried to forget it as much as possible. 
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His brother's injufitice aud cruelty had thor- 
oughly weaned him &oin bis native town; he 
bad no wish to return. And for fear that his 
present residence might be discovered, he had 
never written to bis parents. Collios alone bad 
the secret. 

But a new turn to his affau-s was at hand. A 
brother-in-law, Robert Holmes, master of a 
sloop that traded between Boston and Delaware, 
being at Newcastle, forty miles below Phila- 
delphia, and healing where Franklin was, wrote 
to him how grieved his parents were at his 
departure, and how warm a welcome tliey 
would give b' li if be would return. The letter 
did not persuade Franklin, but it had an impor- 
tant influence on bis future course. It happened 
that when Frantliu's reply reached Holmes, Sir 
William Keitli, governor of the province, was at 
Newcastle, and it was shown to Ijim. He was 
surprised that a youth of seventeen should com- 
pose such a letter, which doubtless set forth in 
clear and strong terms the reasons that had 
determined his leaving Boston. He said that a 
young man of such promising talents ought to 
be encouraged. Neither of the printers in Phil- 
adelphia understood his business, and there was 
room for a new one to set up. He was suro 
that Franklin would succeed. He would prom- 
ise him the pubUo printing, and assist him every 
way in his power. For some reason, perhaps 
because he hoped to entice bis brother-in-law 
back to Boston, Holmes did not tell him of thia 
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conversation, until after he had learned the Goy- 
emor'B good-will from hia own lipa. What then 
'was Franklin's surprise when, one day, some 
time after this correspondence, two finely dressed 
gentlemen, one of them Governor Keith, were 
seen by Eeimer and his assistant, as they stood 
working by the window, coming directly across 
the street to the shop. Eeimer, of course, 
thought the Governor sought an interview with 
himself, and ran down stairs to meet him. But 
it was young Franklin that was wanted. The 
Governor, having come in, addressed him in 
very complimentary terms, blamed Lim kindly 
for not having made himself known to him at 
his first coming to the town, and ended with 
wishing the astonished young printer to go to 
the tavern with him and Ms friend. Col. French, 
and have a taste of some excellent madeira. 
Poor Eeimer being left with hia tjpe, Franklin, 
not knowing what to make of it, accepted the 
invitation, and was soon discussing, with these 
gentlemen, the subject of his setting up in busi- 
ness. This was Franklin's first experience with 
persona of title and rank, and we have little 
doubt that, young though he was, he bore him- 
self, if not with the grace, yet with something of 
the self-possession, which in later years marked 
his intercourse with the great of the world. He 
was modest and nn assuming, but he knew some- 
thing of his own power, and was not easy to be 
daunted by the show of greatness. It was a 
Strange aght, the ilUosed apprentice, a run- 
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away from home, so latelj muncliing ginger- 
bread tlii-ongli the streets, now sitting at liia 
ease Tvitli gentleinen of position, and talking 
business witli the gravity of a sage, lie was 
assured of their interest and influence to obtain 
for him the public printing of both Pennsyl- 
vaniii and Delaware. When Fiunklin objected 
tha want of capital, and his doubts of 
any assistance from Ills father, the Govenor 
offered to give him a letter to take to 
him, in which he would set forth the 
advantages of the plan. So it was concluded 
that he should return to Boston by the first 
vessel.' But the matter was in the meantime 
to be kept a secret. Franklin went on work- 
ing with Keimer, being now and then invited 
to dine with the Governor, which he consid- 
ered a great honor. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

A New Plan. — Retuma to Boston. — WelcOTned 
Mome. — Ill-treated by James. — Visits his 
Brother's Office. — Calls on Cotton Mather. 
— Stooping. — Bis Father Disapproves of 
Governor Keith's Flan. — Connents to his Be- 
tum to Philadelphia. — Se Embarks for Nea 
York. — Visits his Brother at Newport. — Mr. 
Vernon. — At New Tori. — Collins. — Gov- 
ernor Burnet. — Incident on the Delaware. — 
A Green Meadow. — Sad Uxperience with Col- 
lins. — Rupture. 

Homeward bound. Franklin had been away 
from Boston about seven months. He was 
now to return } not, however, in disgrace, but 
bearing a letter from the Governor of Penn- 
sylvania to his father, recommending him to 
encourage and aid his son to set up in busi- 
ness in Philadelphia, aa a thing sure to make 
his fortune. He must have felt not a little 
proud as he embarked on board a httle ves- 
sel hound to Boston, at the end of April, 
1724. To be sure, he did not know just how 
he would be received at home, for his con- 
science told him that he had wronged his 
parents, and he did not core, perhaps, to meet 
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hia brother James. However, he was disposed 
h) look upon the bright side of thiDgs, and, 
on the whole, be must have enjoyed the 
thought of going back under present ciicum- 
etances. He would not object to show bis 
brother that he could live without bim and 
in spite of bim, and that single-handed and 
alone he had done better for himself th&n 
when dependent on others. 

After a blusteiing voyage, during which, 
from having struck a leak as they were 
going down the bay, they bad to pump almost 
continually, the vessel anchored safely at 
Boston in about a fortnight. During his 
absence his friends had beard not a word 
of him, and his sudden appearance surprised 
them. The family gave bim a warm welcome, 
all except the brother. James did not come 
to see him, and Benjamin went to his office. 
This was magaanimous in the younger brother. 
He was not received very graciously. His 
brother surveyed him from head to foot, and 
turned to his work f^un, but Benjamin hod 
the pleasure of feeling that be was better 
dressed than when in his brother's service, hav- 
ing on a new genteel Buit, and also a watch, and 
his packets lined with nearly £ve pounds ster- 
ling in silver. He did not cringe, and neither 
did be boast ; he was simply a man, boy though 
be was in years. 

The journeymen were struck with his appear- 
ance, and asked him many questions aboat 
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Philadelphia. He was not backward in praising 
it, and the happy life he led in it, adding that 
nothing couM dissuade him from re taming. 
They were astonished when he produced a hand- 
ful of silver, paper being the money of Boston. 
He did not forget to show them his watch, and 
on leaving he gave them a dollar for drink, 
according to the prevailing foolish custom. The 
brother saw and heard all this, glum and sullen. 
He took the visit very ill, saying afterward that 
he had received a personal insult in the presence 
of Ilia apprentices, and that he could never for- 
get or foi^ive it. And he gave this as a reason 
to his mother against reconciliation, when she 
plead that the brothers might be on good terms 
again. He was a man of sullen temper, and 
of mean spirit, and one cannot blame his brother 
for not wishing to live with him. 

While in Boston, Fianklin called on the 
&mous Cotton Mather, then sixty-one years of 
age. 

"He received me," s&js FraokUn, in a letter, writtea 
■Ixty years after, wben residing in France, to ft ton of 
Hatber, "In his library, and on my taking leave, showed 
meaeborter way out of the house through & narrow pas- 
sage, which was crossed by a beam over-head. We were 
BliU talking as I withdrew, he accompanying me behind, 
and I, turning partly toward blm, when he said Iiastily, 
' Sloop I Sloop I' I did not understand him till I felt my 
bead bit against tbe beam. He was a man that never missed 
any occasion of giving instruction, and upon tbls he said bt 
me: " You are poung, and hoM tA« world b^or« yow; 



58 UBS OF BENJAMIN FRANKLIN. 

BTOOP (u yau go thrrmgh it, and you vUl mUi many hard 
tkamps. ' ThU advice, thiia beat into m; head, has fre- 
quently been of use to me; and I often tbinfc of It when I 
oee pride mortified, and misfortunes broogbt upon people, 
by their carryhig their heads too high. " 

But what of the business which had broi^ht 
him to Boston? The Governor's letter was 
read by his father witli some surprise, but he 
said little about it for some time. On Captain 
Holmes' return, he showed it to, him, and asked 
him what he knew about Sir William Keith, 
adding that, in his opinion, he was a man of 
small discretion to think of setting up in busineaa 
a youth who was three years short of man's 
estate. Holmes' favorable opinion of the project 
made no impression upon Josiah Frankhn's 
mind. He gave a flat denial. It was, he thought, 
a foolish enterprise, upon which he was unwill- 
ing to risk any money. The matter ended with 
his writing a civil reply to Sir William, thanking 
him for the patronage he had so kindly offered, 
and declining to assist bis son, as yet, in setting 
ap. 

Benjamin was now agiuu his father's ward. He * 
did not care to run away a second time, though 
inwardly bent on returning. He would wait his 
father's pleasure, believing that his consent 
would not be long withheld. Nor was he dis- 
appointed. His father, seeing how well ho 
bad carried himself in Piiiladelphia, how indus- 
tiious and frugal be bad been, and what dis- 
tinguished friends he had made, and besides, 
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seeing how far liis older bod was from a kiadl; 
disposition toward him, gave free consent to 
his return. All he gave him in the way of 
capital was some good advice, especially to 
abstain &om "lampooning aud libelliug, ' and 
to treat everybody respectfully. He told him 
that by industry and prudence he might save 
enough by the time he was twenty-one, .to 
set himself up in business, and that if then 
he needed a little help, he would do what he 
could for him. So, with some small gifts as 
tokens of hia father's and mother's love, he 
embarked again for New York; this time with 
their full approval. 

Ou the ^ay the sloop put in at Newport, 
where he visited his brother John, who had 
been mari-ied and settled there some years. 

" He received me very affectionately," says 
Fi-anklin, " for he always loved me. " Benjamin 
was charged with a little business by a friend of liia 
brother, a Mr. Vernon, who wished him to collect 
some money due him in Philadelphia, about 
thirty- five pounds currency, which he was to 
-retain until further instructions. 

At New York he found hia friend Collins, 
who had determined to make Philadelphia hia 
home, and who had set out previously by land, 
leaving his books to come with Franklin to 
New' York. Collins and Fi-ankliu had been inti- 
mate from children, and hod read the same books 
together, Collins being the superior in mathe- 
tuatics. But unfortunately the good reputation 
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whicli he bad liad for learning and sobriety were 
lost by intemperate habits. He was drunk every 
day after his arrival in New York, and behaved 
in a disgraceful manner. He gambled away all 
his money, so that liis bills in New York, and his 
expenses on the journey and at Philadelphia, had 
to come out of Franklin's pocket, a burden he 
was ill able to bear. 

Burnet, son of the well-known Bishop Burnet, 
was at this time Governor of New York. Being 
himself a lover of books, and hearing that a pas- 
senger in the vessel just arrived had many books 
on board, he desired the captain U> bring him to 
bis bouse. Franklin waited on the Grovernor, 
leaving Collins behind, who was Qobin a condi- 
tion to go. The youth of eighteen was received 
with great civility. He was shown the bbrary, 
which was quite large for that time, and the 
Cktvemor and the young printer had muchpleas* 
ant conversation about books and authors. 
" This," says Franklin, " was the second governor 
who had done me the honor to take notice of me; 
and for a poor boy, like me, it was very pleas- 
ing." 

On the pass^e to Philadelphia, in a small 
Bloop, while descending the river Delaware, a 
little incident occurred. 

" There being no wlDd," Bays Franklin, "we were obliged, 
Then the ehb was spent, ta cut anchor, and wait for Qia 
nexL The heat of the sun on the Teasel waa excesilve, the 
compan; Btnmgen to me, and not very agreeable. Heti the 
river Blda I saw what I look to be a pleasant green meadow, 
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In fha middle of which wai a. large ahwlj tree, where, 11 
■track my fancy, I could alt and read (having a book In my 
pocket), and pass the time agreeably till the tide turned. 1 
tberefore prevailed with One captain to put me aehore. 
Being landed, I found the greatest part of my meadow wat 
iCAlIy a marsh, In crossii^ which, to come at my tree, I 
ma up to my knees in mud; and I had not placed myself 
under Its shade five mlnntes before the mosquitoes in 
■mums foond me ont, attacked my legs, hands, and face, 
and made my reading and my rest Impossible; so tbat I 
returned to the beach, and called for the boat to come and 
take me on board sgain, where I was obliged to bear the 
heat I had strove to quit, and also the laugh of the company. " 

Thia account was written when Franklin was 
seventy-four years of e%e, in a letter to a Mend, 
and he adHed, as the result of fifty-six years' 
experience, " Similar cases have since frequently 
fallen under my observation." The incident 
was related to show that " all human situations 
have their inconveniences ; w&feel those that we 
find in the present, and we neither feel nor eee 
those that exist in another. Hence we make 
&equent and trouhlesome changes without 
amendment, and often for the worse." 

On the way, Franklin received Mr. Vernon's 
money, from which he was unfortunately com- 
pelled to draw, in order to meet the expenses of 
the journey, Collins being wholly on his hands. 
When they reached the city, tliid untimely com- 
panion, being unable to find employment, ia 
consequence of hia bad habits, wiis a continual 
burden, lodging and boarding at the same house 
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with Franklin, and at his e^ense. He had lost 
all sense of shame, heing willing to live by bor- 
rowing from liis too generous friend. The worst 
of it was, that the money given, or, as Collins 
was pleased to consider it, loaned, to a worthless 
fellow, who could never refund it, did not belong 
to Franklin. He knew not when it might be 
called for, and it distressed him to know what he 
should do, in case he should be required to remit 
it. It was noble in Fraukbn to fee! an interest 
in his old fiiend, in his degradation, but he ought 
to have refused to risk money which was not hia 
own, even for a friend. He afterwards regarded 
his course in this respect as one of the great mis- 
takes o£ his life. It occasioned him much anxi- 
ety for years. 

Collins went on from bad to worse, and now 
and then he and Fi-anklln quarrelled, for bia 
conduct was sometimes more than could be 
endured. 

"Once," taye Franklin, "In a boat on the Delftwttre witli 
some other young men, lie refused to row In hia tnm. 'I 
will be rowed home,' eaSd he, * We will not row you,' eaid L 
'Youmiut,' eaidhc, 'or stay all night on the water, Just 
■a you please. ' The othera said, ' Let us row, what signi- 
flea it ?' But my mind being soured with hia other conduct, 
I continued to refuse. So lie swore he would make me row, 
or throw me overboard ; and coming along, stepping on the 
thwarts toward me, when he come up and atruck at me, 
I clapx>ed my head under his tliighe, and, rising, piichedhim 
bead foremost into the water. I knew he was a good swim- 
mer, and BO was under little concern about him; but before 
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be could get round to lay hold of the boat, we had with a 
few strokes polled her out of hia reach; and whenever he 
drew ue&r the boat, we asked him if he would row, strildng 
her a few Htrokea to slide her away from him. He 
wat ready to stifle with vexation, and obstinately would not 
promise to row. Finding him at last begluniag to Ure, we 
drew ^iIt" Into the boat, and brought tiiin home drippit^ 
wet We hardly exchanged a cItU word after this adveot- 
■ue. At length a West India captain, who had a commls- 
flion to procore a preceptor for the boub of a gentleman at 
Barbadoes, met with him, and proposed to carry blm thither 
to fill that situation. He accepted, and promised to remit 
me what lie owed me out of the first moner he should re- 
ceive, but I never heard of him after. " 
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In Philadelphia. — C<dU on Governor Keith. — 
I/eto Promiaei. — Plan for Setting tfp »'« Buti- 
ne»». — VemorCtMoney. — Keimer.— Tkoughta 
of Marriage. — Mua Read. — APrudent Mother. 

Fbahexin was probably Bomewhat curious to 
blow what plan his distii^uiBbed patron, the 
Gorerooi, would now propose. He called upon 
him with his father's letter. Sir William, on 
reading it, was pleased to say that the good man 
was too prudent. Discretion did not always gO 
with years. And he generously o£fered to do 
what the excessively careful father had declined 
doii^. *' Give me," swd he, in the ardor of his 
generosity, " an inventory of the things neces- 
sary to be had &om England, and I will send for 
them. Repay me when you are able ; I am re- 
solved to haveagood printer here, and I am sure 
yoa must succeed." This was said with every 
appearance of cordiality. Franklin had yet to 
learn that he was depending upon a man liberal 
in promises which he never meant to keep. He 
thought him one of the best men in the world. 

He was not slow in presenting his patron with 
an ittventoiy of articles necessary in a printing- 
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office, amouutiiig to about a hundred ponndB 
sterling. The money was not, however, forth- 
coming, but, instead, another grand plan. The 
patron was pleased with the inyentory, but asked 
whether the type and other things could hot 
best be selected by Fiaoklin on the spot. And 
when there, he ingeniously added, " You may 
make acquuntance, and establish correspond- 
ences in the bookselling and stationery line." 
What could be better or more agreeable? Fraok- 
lin was directed to be ready to go with the An- 
nis, the only ship then ru nning , once a year, 
between London and Philadelphia. But it would 
be some months before her suling ; so, thinking 
idl the while what a generous Mend Sir Will- 
iam, the Governor, was to him, and dreaming, 
doubtless, about the pleasiire he should bare in 
visitiDg the great metropolis, — the deluded 
youth continned working with Keimer, keeping 
his secret to himself, and the splendid fortune 
that was before him. " My father," perhaps he 
thought, "is a wise counsellor, but it willbeseen, 
ere long, what an enterprising young man, 
hacked up by a generous Mend, oan do." 

Franklin, however, had hie worries. That 
money of Mr. Yemon's fretted him extremely ; 
it might be called for any moment. He was 
learning how one grievous mistake may embitter 
life. With Keimer he lived on agreeable terms. 
They both loved to argue, and had many dispu- 
tations. Franklin brought into play his Sooratio 
method, which had wrought such wonders in 
BoitOD. It was very effeotoal with Ketmar. . 
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"I bod trepanned Mm bo oftan," aajB Franklin, "bj 
qacBUona apparently so distant from an; point ire had In 
hand, jet by degrees leading to the point, and bringing him 
into difflcnlties and contradictions, Uiat at last he grew 
ridiculously cautious, and would hardly answer me the moat 
conunon question, without asking first, ' What do yon in- 
tend to infer from that P'" 

But Franklin'a skill in ai^mng gave Keimer 
80 high an opioioQ of hia abilities, that he seri- 
ously proposed that the; should set up a new 
sect. Keimer was to preach the doctrine, and 
Franklin was to confound all opponents. When 
the doctrines came to be stated, as a basis of 
union, the young Socrates had his objections. He 
also had some notions of his own, which he 
would like to introduce. 

The printer was a strange man. 

" He wore his beud," saya Franklin, " at full lengQi, t>e- 
causa Bomewhere in the Mosaic law it la Mid, ' Thou sAoU 
not joar the corner af thu beard.' He likewise kept Uw 
serenth day, Sabhath; and these two points were essential 
with him. I disliked both; but t^reed to them on condition 
of his adopting the doctrine of not using animal food. ' I 
doubt,' said he, 'my constitution will not bear that.' I aa- 
Bured him It would, and that he would be the better for IL 
He was usually a great eater, and I wished to gire myself 
some diversion, in baU^tarring him. He consented to try 
the practice, if I wonld keep htm company. I did ao, and 
we held it for three months. Our proTisions were purchased, 
cooked and brought to us regularly by a woman Inthe ndgh- 
borhood, who had a list of taitj dishes, which she prepared 
for us at different timea, in whl(± there entered neither flah, 
fledi, nor fowL This whim suited me tb» Mtor at *i» 
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HOM, from the che^neei of it, not coating lu above eighteen 
pence sterling each per week. ... I went on pleas- 
antly, but poor EdmerBoffered grievonsly, grew tlied of the 
project, longed for the flesh-pota of Egypt, and ordered a 
roast |dg. He Invited me and two friends to dine with him ; 
bnt, It being brought too soon upon the table, he could not 
redst the temptation, and ate thti whole before we come." 

Besides attending to business, Franklin, nov 
in his eighteenth year, yielded a little to the 
promptings of the tender passion. He had mode 
the acquaintance of Miss Read while lodging in 
her father's house, and the respect he conceived 
for her had lipened into affection, which he had 
some reason to beUeve was reciprocated by the 
young lady. There is always a prudent person 
in the way. In the matter of setting up in busi- 
ness it was his father ; in the present case, it 
was Miss Bead's mother. The careful lady 
thought the parties were too young to think of 
matrimony, at present, especially as one of them 
was aboat to take a long voyage. If there 
should be a mairi^e, it would better take place 
after Franklin's return, and he was established 
in his profession. The young loTer conjectured 
that her expectations as to hie success in bosiness 
were not bo sai^oine as bis own. The mother 
proved to be in the right. 

Among bis acquaintances at this time, Frank- 
lin particularly mentions three, Charles Osbome, 
Joseph Watson, and James Ralph, " all lovers of 
reading." 
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Governor Keith. — Cheat Promise: — Never 
B^ady. — Fra-nklin tails for England. — No 
Letters. — Discovers the Deception. — A Strain- 
ger in London. — Mr. Denham. — Franklins 
Opinion of Sir William Keith. — Ralph Again. 
— Franklin Finds 3mploj/ment. 

AjJj this while, Franklin was a frequent gaest 
at the GoTemoi'a house, who liked the company 
of the young printer, and was as profuse in 
promises as ever. The setting him up ia bu^- 
ness was a fixed thing, and he was to be pro- 
Tided with letters of recommendation to friends 
in England ; and, most important of all, with a 
letter of credit on London, which should supply 
the necessary money for the purchase of press, 
type, paper, etc. 

Franklin's ^th in lus patron never wavered. 
He was so genial and generous I And yet the 
letters were never ready when called for at the 
appointed time. It was the next time, and again 
the next time, until Franklin found himself on 
board the Tessel without a single letter. The 
good Gtovemor was extremely busy, but would 
be at NewoaatLe before the ship, and then the 
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letters would be pat into his hands. The ressel 
reached Newcastle, the Oovemoi- waa at New- 
castle, but he was still so busy that he could not 
see Franklin ; the letters would be sent to him 
on board. He did, however, send his wishes for 
a prosperous voyage and a speedy return. The 
ship sailed without Franklin's receiving any com- 
munication from his busy friend, and he waa " a 
little puzzled, but still not doubting." 

Before leaving Philadelphia, he had formed an 
eng^emeut witji Miss Read, and taken leave of 
hifl friends, except Ralph, who had become his 
fellow-TOyi^er. This unpriacipled man, having 
bad some disagreement with his wife's relations, 
had resolved to leave her, vrith his child, upon 
their hands, proposing never to return. Frank- 
lin was peculiarly unfortunate in some of his 
friends ; which was partly his own fault. 

Franklin found the cabin engaged by stran- 
gers, among whom waa Mr. Hamilton, a noted 
lawyer of Piiiladelphia, so that he and Ralph 
were forced to put up with a berth in the 
steer^e. Luckily, however, his old friend Col. 
French having been on board just before they 
started, and shown him great respect, he and 
Ralph were invited to come into the cabin, where 
rocmi had been made by the sudden departure, 
at Newcastle, of Mr. Hamilton and his son, re- 
called to Philadelphia on business. 

Franklin was anxious about the promised let- 
ters, and soon requested the captain to give him, 
out of the Governor's dispatches, brought on 
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board, as he presumed, by Col. French, aaoh lefc- 
tera as were to bs under his care. But every- 
thing had gone into the bag together; before 
landing in England, Franklin should have what 
belonged to him. It only remwned to wait with 
patience. The voyt^e was made pleasant by 
^reeable company and plentiful storeB, notwith- 
standing bad weather. 

And now ^ain for the letters. When the 
ship came into the channel, the GrOTemor'a bf^ 
was opened to Franklin's eager inspection. There 
was no one directed to him, but sever^ bore his 
name as put under his care. Out of these he 
selected six or seven, which, by the handwriting, 
he thought ought to be the promised letters, es- 
pecially one addressed to the King's printer, and 
another to a stationer. 

The ship reached London, December 24th, 
1724. Franklin, now eighteen years of age, was 
a stranger in the great city, and was not slow in 
wuting upon the stationer, who came first in 
his way, delivering his letter as from Govemor 
Keith. " I don't know such a person," he said. 
Opening the letter, he added, " Oh I this is from 
Eiddlesden. I have lately found him to be a 
complete rascal, and 1 will have nothing to do 
with him, nor receive any letter from him." " So, 
putting the letter into my hand," says Franklin, 
" he turned on his heel, and left me to serve 
some customers." 

Franklin's eyes now began to be opened. 

" I wu BtuprUed," hs aaya, " to find that theae vara not 
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the Govemor'B letters ; and, after recollecting and ooniparing 
dmunstances, I began to donbt Us slnceiit;. I found m; 
friend Denluun [a Quaker merchant with vhom he had 
formed an acquaintance during the Toyage], and opened the 
whole affair to him. He let me into Keith's character, told 
me there was not the least prohabilit; that he had written 
any letters for me; that no one, who knew him, had the 
emalleat dependence on him; and he laughed at the idea of 
the Governor's girtng me a letter of credit, having, as ha 
said, no credit to ^ye. On my expressing some concern 
about what I should do, he advised me to endeavor getting 
Btnne employment in the way <dt my hUBinesa. 'Among the 
^inters here,' said he, 'you will improve yourself, and, 
when you return to America, you will set up to great advan- 
tage.'" 

With regard to his deceiver, Franklin said, 
with a proper indignation : 

" What shall we think of a Govenor playing such pitiful 
tricks, and Imposing so grossly on a poor, Ignorant boy f " 

But, with no common magnanimity, he checks 
bis wrath, and adds : — 

" It was a habit be had acquired. He wished to please 
everybody; and having little to give, he gave expectations. 
He waa otherwise an ingenious, sensible man, a pretty good 
writer, and a good Governor for the people; though not for 

his constituents, the proprietariea, whose Instructions he 
•ometimos disregarded. Several of our best laws were of hit 
planning, and passed during his adminiBtration." 

Riddlesden, referred to above, was a knavish 
attorney. He had half ruined Miss Read'a 
father, by getting him to be bondsman for liim. 
His letter showed that he had a secret plan, in 

.;„o8ic 
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which Keith waa coDcenied, to injure Mr. Ham- 
ilton ; and when tltis gentleman artived in Eng- 
land, BooD after, Franklin, at Denham's sagges- 
tion, thought it proper to put the letter into 
Iiis hands. It oont^ned information important 
to him, and from that time, he hecame a valu- 
able friend to Franklin. 

And what does oar young hero now tlunk of 
Sir William? 

Here were two poor fellows, Franklin and 
Ralph, brought face to face with stem necessity. 
No *' letter of credit " gave them access to the 
Bank of England. No influential friends took 
them to an open door. They took humble lodg- 
ings together in that part of London called Lit- 
tle Britain, at three shillings and sixpence a 
week, the most they could then afford. It had 
been better for Franklin to be alone. Collins 
had been his burden in Pliiladelphia, and Ralph 
took that place in London. Ralph had no 
money, and failed to get employment, as an ac- 
tor, then as a writer for a paper, or as a copy- 
ist ; but he could borrow money of Franklin, 
who had a few pistoles, and who at once got 
work and wages in a &mous printing-house. 
Franklin was now, as he had always been, indus- 
trious, but in other respects his habits were not 
altogether correct. The influence of his com- 
panion was far from good, and he spent with 
Ralph a good deal of his earnings at the theatre 
and other places of amusement. 

Ralph seems to have forgotten his wife and 
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child, whom he had meanly deserted, and Frank* 
lis, in his turn, foigot his engagement with JNIiss 
Head, wiitang but one letter, and that to let 
her know that he was not likely to soon letum. 
Sut he lived to confess his great wrong, and to 
do what he could to Tepair it. 

Ralph, meanwhile, indnlged in gross immor- 
ality, which soon involved Franklin in heavier 
expenses, and brought a stain upon liis chai-ac- 
ter. With reference Jo his course at this period 
he afterwards wrote, " Another erratmn." But 
Balph broke friendship with Franklin, who was 
fortunate to get rid of a companion that bad 
been only a burden and a snare. 
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Jielieved of a Burden. — A New Printing-QSiee. 
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ham. — fii8 Propotal to Franklin. 

Relieved of hia burden, FraDklin now began to 
think of doing something more than living from 
hand to mouth, and, in the hope of obtaining bet- 
ter paj, he sought employment in a larger office, 
with Mr. Watts, near Lincoln's Inn Fields. 
Here he continued as long as he was in London. 

In America he had combined composing and 
ptess-work, but now, for the sake of exercise, he 
worked entirely at the press. He drank water 
only, while the rest of the workmen, fifty in 
number, were all great beer-drinkers. They were 
astonished to see how easily the water-Americaa, 
as they called liim, conld carry up and down 
Btairs a large form of types in each hand, while 
none of them could carry more than one in both 
hands. He waa atronger than the drinkers of 
strong beer I There waa an ale-house boy always 
on hand to answer calls for drink. 



"M; compaBlon at the preM," says Frauklla, "drank 
every day a pint before breakfast, a pint at breakfa«t with 
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his bread and cheese, a pint between breakfast and dinner, 
a pint at diiuiw, a pint la tbe aftamooii about hIx o'clock, 
and another when he had done hla day's work. I thought it 
a detestable coatcm, bnt it was necessary, he supposed, to 
drink stronff beer, that he might be tlrong to labor. 1 
endeavored to couvlnce bim Out the bodily strength aSorded 
by beer conldonly be in proportion to the grain, or flour, of the 
barleydiseolTcdlnthewater of which Itwasmade ; that there 
wasmoreflourlna peunyworOi of bread ; and therefore if he 
coold eat that with a pint of water, it would give him more 
strength than a quart of beer. He drank on, however, and 
had four or five shillings to pay out of his wages every Sat- 
mdaynightfor that vile liquor; an expense I was free from. 
And thus these poor darils keep themselveH always under." 

After some weeks, Franklin was transferred to 
the compoaing-Toom. Here an initiation fee 
of five Bhillinga was demanded, to be expended 
in drink. Having already paid one to the press- 
men, he refused to comply, the master approving 
of his course. He stood his ground for two or 
three weeks, but was so much annoyed by a vari- 
ety of tricks practiced upon him, such as mixing 
his type, transposing and breaking his matter, 
when he was out of sight, — the work, they told 
him, of the chapel-ghost,* which ever haunted 
those not regularly admitted to their fraternity, 
— that at last he paid the score, persuaded of the 
folly of being on ill terms with those one is to 
live with continoally. 

"I waa now, "he adds, "on afalrfooUng with them, and 
■oon acquired considerable Influence. I proposed tome 
rauonable changes in their ch^iel-laws, and cairied Umbb 
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■galnit all oppodllon. FiKim my example a great many ot 
them left Qkelr mnddling bi«akfaat of beer, bread, and cheese, 
finding they could with me be supplied bom a ne^boring 
house with a large poninger at hot water-gruel, sprinkled 
with pepper, crumbled with bread, and a bit of butter in It, 
for the price of a pint of beer, viz. three haU-^>etice. This 
was A more comfortable, as well as a cheaper breakfast, and 
kept fheir heads clearer. Those who continued sotting with 
their beer all day, were cJten, by not paying, out of credit 
at the ale-house, and used to make interest with me to get 
beer ; their light, as they phrased it, being ouL I watehed 
the pay-table on Sslnrday night, and collected what I stood 
engaged for them, having to pay sometimes thirty HhllUngs m 
week on tbeir accouata." 

He was thuB in li^h favor with the workmen, 
and, from his uacommon quickneas in compOBing, 
be was mucli thought of by the master, and re- 
ceired for special work, now and then, extra 
pay- 
He afterwards found nearer lodgings in Duke 
Street, up three pairs of back stairs, where he 
was to pay the widow lady who kept the house 
tJiree sbillings and sixpence a week, which, after- 
wards, from her liking hia company, was reduced 
to one shilling and sixpence. The hostess, who 
was a Catholic, a convert from Protestantism, 
was confined to her room by lameness. She was 
full of interesting anecdotes of people of distino- 
tion as far back as the time of Charles the Sec- 
ond, and Franklin found it very agreeable to 
spend an evening, when she desired it, in her 
company, their supper consisting of half an an- 
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ihovj each, a small slice of bread and battel, 
and half a pint of ale between them. 

" In tbe gamt of her honse," uys Franklin, " there lived 
% maiden lady of Beranty, in the most retired manner, of 
whom mj landlady gare me tfats occonnt ; that ihe waa a 
Boman Catholic, had been sent abroad when young, and 
lodged in a nnnnery with the intent of becoming a nun ; bu^ 
the country not agreeing wllli her, she returned to England, 
where, there being no nmmery, she had vowed to lead the 
life of a nnn, as neat aa might be done In those drcnm- 
Ma&cea. Accordingly ahe had given all her estate to chari- 
table porpoaea, reaerrlng only twelve ponada a year to Uve 
on, and ont of thla gnm she hUU gave a part in charity, living 
beraelf on water-gruel only, and tuiug no flre bat to boil it 
She had lived many years In that garret, being permitted to 
remain there gratis by Bncceaaive Catholic tenants of the 
house below, aa they deemed it a blessing to hftve her there. 
A priest visited her, to confess her, every day. ' From thla 
I aiked her,' said mj landlady, ' how she, as she lived, could 
possibly find so much employment for a confessor t' ^ Oh,' 
said she, 'It is impossible to avoid eoifi thoughtt.' 

"I was permitted once to vialther. She wa« cheerful and 
polite, and convened pleasantly. The room was clean, but 
had no other funitoie than a mattress, a table with a qniel- 
flx, and a book, a stool which she gave me to ait on, and a 
plctora over the chimney of St. Veronica displaying hei 
handkcscbief, with the miiacnlona figure of Christ's bleeding 
face on it, which she ezpUned to me with great seriousness. 
Ote looked pale, but was never sick ; and I give it aa another 
Instance, on how small an Income life and health may be 
■nppMted." 

At Watts', Franklin made the aoqaaintance of 
a yoong printer, named Wygate, who wu fond 
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of books, spoke French, and w^ a tolerable 
Latin scholar. Franklin taught bim and a ^end 
of his to swim, and by these he was introduced 
to seTCral gentlemen, whose curiosity had been 
excited to Bee some of his feats of activity in the 
water. He gave them an opportunity one day, 
and was much flattered by their admiratioD. 
Wygate became so much attached to Franklin, 
that he proposed that they should travel over 
Europe together, supporting themselves by their 
business. Frauklin was quite inchned to the 
plan, but hia judicious friend Denham advised 
him rather to return to PhUadelphia, which be 
himself was about resolved to do. 

Franklin relates an instance of this man's hon- 
esty and integrity. Having failed in business in 
Bristol, England, he compounded with his cred- 
itors to the best of his abiUtj, and went to 
America. Having there acquired a fortune, he 
had returned to England. Inviting his cred- 
itors to an entertainment, he thanked them foi 
their former leniency; and when they expected 
nothii^ but the treat, every guest, after the first 
course, found under his plate an order on a 
banker for the full amount due him, with inter- 
est. 

Mr. Denham was now about to return to his 
home in Philadelphia, where he intended to open 
a store, for which he was to take over a large 
stock of goods. He proposed to FrankUn to go 
with bim as hia clerk, to keep his books, copy 
hia letters, uid attend the store. Before long, he 
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would send him with a cargo of flour and bread 
to the West indies, and procure him profitable 
commission from others ; if he showed capacity 
for business, he would set him up for himself. 
Franklin, being now tired of London, and feeling 
a desire to see Philadelphia again, agreed with 
Mr. Denham for fifty pounds a year, and as he 
thought, took a farewell leave of priutiog. He 
was DOW continually eng^ed with Mr. Denham 
in purchasing articles and seeing them packed, 
doing errands, etc. until everything was on 
board. 

Franklin had now spent about a year and a 
half in London. Most of the time he bad been 
hard at work, and had earned fair wages, but 
his " Mend " Ralph had kept him poor, owing 
him now twenty-seven pounds, a great sum out 
of his small earnings. He had been dit^appointed 
in the great object of bis coming, but he had 
increased his knowledge of books, and of the 
world, and had made some very profitable 
acqualotancea. He is to go back about as poor 
as he came, still as an employee, instead of 
returning with the outfit of a printing-office to 
set up as master-printer. Without shame or 
&int^hearfedness, now but twenty years of ^e, 
he will try again what dil^ence in business can 
accomplish. 
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Fraokliu left Englanil for America, od the 2Sd 
of July, 1726, sailing from Graveaend. He 
kept a journal of the voy^e. As they passed 
through the Downs, the next day, lie had, as he - 
tells us, one of the pleasantest scenes in the 
world before him, as he sat upon the quartet- 
deck. 

" 'Ti» a fine, clear day, and wt are going away before the 
wind wltli an easy, pleasant gale. We have nearly fifteen 
sail of ships In sight, and, I may say, In company. On the 
left hand appears tLe coast of France at a distance, and on 
the right is the towered oastle of Dover, with the green hills 
and chalky cliSs of England, to which we mnst now bid 
farewell. Albion, farewell I" 

The next day they saw the Isle of Wight. 
On the 27th, the wind blowing very hard, they 
ran into Spithead, off Portsmouth, where Frank- 
lin, with the captain and Mr. Denham, went 
ashore. Franklin improved the brief opportunity 
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to look about him. Wherever he went, it was 
with eyes wide open. His joiu-nal gives quite a 
minute description of Portsmouth, showing the 
caiefuhiess aud accuracy of his ohservations. 

Two dayB later, the ship lying off Cowes, iu 
the fall of night. Franklin went ashore, and 
took a four miles walk to Newport, the metrop- 
olis, and then a mile further to Carisbrooke, 
being curious to see the castle in which Charles 
I. had been confined. 

Of a foi-mer governor of the island, in King 
William's time, he says ; 

" At hia death it appeared he was a great TlUain, and a 
great politiciim; there was no crime ho damnable which he 
would stick at In the execution of his designs; and yet lie 
had the art of coTcring all ao thick, that with almost all men 
In general, while be lived, he passed for a aaint. What sur- 
prised me was, that the bIIIj old fellow, the keeper of the 
castle, who remembered him as Goremor, should have ta 
tmean idea of bla character as I perceired he bad. Inshort, 
I believe it Is impossible for a man, though he has all the 
cunning of a devil, to live and die a villain, and yet concent 
It so well aa to cany the name of an honest fellow to Ilic 
grave with him, but some one, by some accident or othur, 
■hall discover him. Truth and sincerity have a certain dlx- 
Ungulahing native lustre about them, which cannot be pei-- 
fectly counterfeited; they are lilie fire and flames, thatcanno' 
be painted." 

The ship stoppii^ the next day at Yarmouth, 
another little town upon the iuluud, because of 
the severe westerly wind, our young voyi^jer 
again went on shore. 
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During this excursioQ, he and his companiona 
met with a Bomewhat sorry adTenture. It was 
in trying to make their way back to the town, 
from whi(,'h they had wandered a mile or two. 
They had headed a cieek that runs up one end of 
the town, and then gone to a place called Fiesh- 
water Church, on the other side of the creek. 

"Having itared bere," be Mys, "wine Ume it grew 
dark, and my compaulonB were dealroiu to be gone, lest 
Quwe whom we had left drinking where we dined In tbe 
town, Bbonld go on board and leave as. We ware told that 
It was our best way to go straight down to the month of tbe 
creek, and that there was a ferry boy that wonld cany na 
over to tbe town. Wben we came to the bouse the boy 
whelp was la bed, and refnsed to rise and pntua over; upon 
which we went down to the waterside, with n deaign to take 
bis boat, and go over by ouiselvee. We found it very diffi- 
cult to get tbe boat, it being fattened to a itake, and the tide 
risen near fifty yards b^ond IL I stripped all to my sbirt to 
wade up to It; but, missing the causeway, wlilch was under 
water, I got up to my middle In mud. At last I came to the 
stake; bat, to my great disappointment, found she was 
locked and chained. I endeavored to draw the staple with 
one of the thole-plns, but In vain; I tried to pull up tbe 
stake, but to no purpose; so that, after an hour's fatigue and 
trouble in tbe wet and mud, I was forced to return without 
tbe boat 

" We had no money in onr pockets, and tberefore b^aa to 
conclude to pass th) n^t In some haystack, though tbe 
wind blew very cold and very hard. In the midst of these 
troubles, one of ne recollected that he had a horsfrehoe in 
his pocket, which he fonnd in his walk, and asked me If I 
could not wrench the staple out with that. I took It, went, 
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tried and micceeded, and brought the boat Mhore to them. 
Now we rejoiced and all got In, and, when I had diewed 
mjMlf , we pat oS. Bat the wont of all oar tronbles wu to 
come jet; lor, ithetnghigh water, and the tide over all the 
banks, thon^ It was moonll^t we could not diaeem the 
channel of the cieek; but, rowing heedleasly straight for- 
ward, when we were got about half way over, we found oui- 
■elves ground on a mud bank; and, atrivlng to row her off 
by putting an oar in the mnd, we broke one and there stuck 
taat, not having four inches water. We were now In the ut- 
most perplezl^, not knowing what in the world to do. We 
could not teU whether the tide was rising or falling, but at 
lengtli we plainly perceived It was ebb, and we could feel no 
deeper water withiu the reach of our oar. 

"It was haid to lie In an open boat all night, exposed to 
the wind and weather; but it waa worM to tliink how foolish 
we should look ia the morning, when the owner of tlie boat 
should catch ua In tliat condition, where we must be exptwed 
to the view of all the town. After we had steove and strug- 
gled for half an hoar and more, we gave all over, and sat 
down, with our bands before ns, despairing to get off; for, if 
the tide had left us, we had been never the nearer; we must 
have sat in the boat, as the mad was too deep tor as to walk 
ashore through it, being up to our necks. At last we be- 
thought ouiselvM of some means of escaping, and two of as 
■tripped and got out, and thereby lightentng the boat, we 
drew her upon our knees near flf tyyards, into deeper water; 
and then with much ado, having but one oar, we got safe 
aah(H« under the fort; and, having dressed ourselves, and 
ttod the man's boat, we went with great ^; to the Queeu'e 
Head, where we had left our companions, whom we found 
w^Ui^forus, thonghll was very late. Our boat being gone 
on board, we were obliged to lie aahoceall nlglit; and thus 
nded our iralL" 
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This was Siiturday night ; the next morning 
the boat came off and took them on bo&rd. But 
the ship was detained by adverse winds from 
day to day. It was not till August 5th that she 

finally left Cowes. 

At last a little incident helped to reheve the 
dull monotony of the voyage. One of the pas- 
sengei-s was complained of for having marked 
his cards, and a court of justice was called to try 
him. A Dutchman, who knew not a word of 
English, deposed, by an interpreter, that, when 
Franklin's mess was on shore at Cowes, the pris- 
oner at the bar marked all the court cards with 
a pen. Upon this testimony, Franklin remarks 
with shrewd humor : 

" We are apt to fancy the person that cannot speak tutelli- 
gibly to ua, proportionatly Btnpid in understanding; and, 
wben we speak two or three words ot English to a foreigner, 
it ia louder than ordinary, as if we tljougbt liim deaf, and 
that lie hod iost the use of liis ears as well as his toague. 
Something iike this, I imagine, might be the case of Ur. 

(the defendant); he fancied the Dutchman couid not 

■ee what he was about, because lie could not understand 
Bi^Uah, and therefore boidly did it before his face. 

"The evidence being plain and positive, the accused was 
brought in guilty by tlic Jury, He was sentenced to be car- 
ried up to the round-tup and made fast there, in view of all 
the ship's company, during the space of three hours, . . 

. aud to pay a One of two bottles of brandy. But, die 
prlBoner resisting authority, aud refusing to submit to pun- 
iBhment, oueot the sailors sCept up aloftandletdownaropa 
to us, which we, with much struggling, made fast about his 
middle, and hoisted him up into the air, sprawling, by main 
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force. We let him hang, cursing and swearing, for nearly ft 
qnarter of an hour; but at length, he citing out Murderl 
and looking biBCh In the face, the rope being overtaot 
about his middle, we thought proper to let him dowu again ; 
and onr mesa have ezcommnnicat«d him till he pays his 
floe, refoiing either to play, eat, drink, or converBe wll^ 
him." 

Within less than a week he concluded to pay 
the fine, and took his former place. 

Ooe day, toward night, a little bird alighted 
on the ship, bo weary as to suffer itself to be 
taken by the hand. The poor wanderer had 
prpbably been blown off the coast some two hun- 
dred leagues, in thick weather, and could not 
find its way back ^ain. It was hospitably enter- 
tained with food and drink, which it refused. A 
few days before, one had come on board in sim- 
ilar circumstances, and probably been destroyed 
by the cat. 

At another time they cauglit s couple of dol- 
phins, and Med them for dinner. 

"These flah," says Franklin, "make a glorious appear- 
ai>ce In tiie water; their Ixidies are of a bright green, mixed 
with a sUrer color, and their t^ls of a shining golden yellow ; 
but all this vanishes presently after they are taken out of 
their element, and they ch&nge all over to a light gray. I 
obserred that cntUng oft pieces of a Justn^ught, living dol- 
phin for bait, those pieces did not lose their luatre and One 
colors when the dolphin died, but retained them perfectly. 
Breryone takes notice of that vulgar error of the painters, 
irho always represent this fiah monstrously crooked and de- 
fwiaed, when it ia, In reality, as beaaUful and well-'«haped a 
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Seh ae an; that swims. I cannot think what can be the ort^ 
IdsI of this chimeraof theirs, since there U not & creature 
In nature that in the least resembles their dolphin, nnle»a it 
proceeded at first from a false imitation of a flsh In the pos- 
ture of leaping, which they iiave since improved Into a 
crooked monster, with a head and eyet like a bnli, a hog's 
snout, and a tail tike a blown tulip." 

The dolphias were caught with a book and 
line, the bait being a candle with two feathers 
stuck in it, in imitation of a flying-fish, their 
common prey. Some which they afterwards 
took appeared to be very hungry, and snapped 
at the hook as soon as it touched the water. In- 
side of one there was found a small dolphin, 
half-digested. Three of these fish made a dinner 
for twenty-one persons. 

One day, it being very calm and hot, Frank- 
lin wished to bathe in the sea, but was deterred 
by the appearance of a shark. 

"Tlie aiUmal," he says, "seemed to be about five feet 
long, moved ronnd the Bhip at some distance, in a stow, ma- 
jestic manner, attended by nearly ad02eapilot-fl£h, of dlCep- 
ent sizes, the largest not so big as a small macfceroi, and Hie 
smallest not bigger than m; little finger. Two of these 
diminutive pilots keep just before his nose, and he »eems to 
govern himself in Us motions by their direction; while Uie 
rest surround liim on every side IndifCerentiy. A sharlc ia 
never seen without a reUnue of these, who are Mb purvey- 
era, diacovedug and dlstingoishlng his prey for him ; whll« 
he in return gratefully protects them from the ravenouit 
hungry dolphin." 

At length, on the seTenfy-ninth day after set- 
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ting foot on shipboard, one of the company, go- 
ing after dinner aloft, discerned the long-wished- ' 
for object, and cried out " Land I lasd I " 

" In lesa than aa hauz," says Fnuiklin, " we conld deaoy 
it from the deck, ftppearing like tufts of trees. I could not 
discern It M> soon as thereat; my e;eB were dimmed with tiie 
enSosion of two small drops of Joj. By three, we were run 
In within two leagues of the land, and spied a small sail 
Btaading along shore. We would gladly hare spokea with 
her, for oar <Ttoin was unacquainted with the coast, and 
knew not what land it was that we saw. We made all the 
sail we could to apeak with her. We made a signal of dis- 
tress; but all would not do, the Ill-natured dog would not 
come near na. Then we stood ofl again till momiog, not 
eaJting to ventore too near." 

The next morning the ship stood in again for 
land, which proved to be Cape Henlopen. About 
noon the pilot-boat came to meet them. The 
plot brought with him about a peck of apples, 
which, sajs Franklin, " seemed the most deli- 
cious I ever tasted in my life." A fine wind 
took tiiem up the Delaware more than a hundred 
miles before ten o'clock. The country appeared 
" very pleasant to the eye, being covered with 
woods, except here and there a house or planta- 
tion." When the tide turned they cast anchor, 
about two miles below Newcastle, where they 
waited for the return tide. The next morning 
a gentle breeze took them past Newcastle, where 
tiiB people gave them a salute of welcome 
Franklin was in high spirits. The weather was 
fine, and he was ahnost home. 

D,izc=inGoo^lc 
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" The aim," he says, " enlivens our stifE iimbB wlih hi« 
glorious rays of warmth and brightness. The sky locks gay, 
with here and there a silver cloud. The fresh breezes from 
the woods refresh us; the immediate prospect of Uberty, 
after so long and irksome confinement, ravishes me. In 
short, all things coospire to make this the moat joyful day I 
ever knew. As wa passed by Cheater, aome of the company 
went on shore. Impatient once more to tread on terra Jlrma, 
and designing for Philadelphia by laud. Four of us re- 
maiued ou board, not caring for the fatigue of travel when 
we knew the voyage had much weakened us. AlMUt ei^t 
at night, the wind failing us, we cast anchor at Redbank, 
six miles from Philadelphia, and thought wemustbeobliged 
tolie on board that night; but, some young Philadelphians 
happening to be out upon their pleasure in a boat, they came 
on board, and oBored to take us up with them; we accepted 
of thtir ktud proposal, and about ten o'clock landed at Phil- 
adelphia (on the 11th of October, 1729), heartily congratu- 
lating each other upon our having happily completed so 
wdioua and daogerout ft Toy^ce. Thank Oodl" 



bf Google 



LUX OF BXNJAJUN FRANKLIN. 



CHAPTER Xn. 

In Philadelphia. — A New Governor. — Sir Wil- 
liam Keith. — Miis Head. — Franklin in Buai- 
ne»B. — Mr. Denham. — Sickness. — Out of Buei- 
nes«. — ReturTit to Keimer. — Larger Wages. — 
The Workmen. — George Webb.— Franklin in- 
vents a Mould for casting Types. — Engraving. 
— Leaves Keimer. — Meredith. — A New Plan. 
— New Engagement with Keimer. — Printing 
Paper Money. — Franklin^s Inventive Genius. — 
At Burlington. — A Favorite. — New and Valua- 
ble Acquaintances. — Isaac Decow. — A Croaker. , 
— Samuel Nickle — Letter to his Sister. 

Fbanklin is OQce more in Philadelphia, wheie 
he finds that "sundry alterations" have oc- 
curred. The great promiser and patron is no 
longer Governor. Franklin met him walking 
the streets as a common citizen. He seemed a 
little ashamed at seeing one whom he had treated 
so shabbily, and passed him without a word. 
Miss Read, persuaded by her friends, who de- 
spaired of Franklin's return, had married a man 
who proved to be a worthless fellow, and who, 
a year or two after, ran away for debt, and died 
in the West Indies. Franklin says that he 
should have been ashamed at seeing her, but for 
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her marriage. Aa this, boweTer, was the conso- 
queace of Mb owd most culpable abandooment 
of her, after their solema engagement, the want 
of shame is not at all to his credit Afterward 
he viewed his conduct in a juster light, and 
made what amends he could. As to Eeimer, he 
found him in a more prosperous condition, with 
a better house, a shop well supplied with sta- 
tioneij, new types, and a number of hands, and 
with apparently a good run of business. 

Franklin's engf^ement with Mr. Denham had 
an encouTf^ing beginning. The two were warm 
friends. They lodged and boarded together ; 
Denham counseled his young clerk as a father, 
and was in turn respected and beloved. But in 
a little over three months, tlie business was in- 
terrupted by the severe sickness of both of them. 
Franklin came near dying, of pleurisy, and Den- 
ham's sickness, after holding him a long time, * 
proved fatal. The store was taken into the care 
of executors, and once more, with a small legacy 
left by Mr. Denham as a token of kindness, 
Franklin, now in his twenty-first year, was left 
to the wide world. 

After looking about in vain for employment 
as a mercliant's clerk, Franklin, much gainst 
his feelings, accepted an offer of large wages 
from Keimer. He was to take the management 
of the printing-house, while Keimer attended to 
the stationer's shop. He soon learned that 
Eeimer's object in engaging him was to have 
him train several raw, cheap hands whom he 
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bad in his employ, and that when these were 
Bufficieotly instructed, he was to be dismissed. 
Franklin had the good sense, howeTer, to do his 
best, and sncceeded in due time in making them 
much better workmen. One of them was Hugh 
MeiediUi, a Welsh PennsylTanian, thirty years 
of age, bred to countiy work, an honest, sensi- 
ble man, fond of reading, but addicted to drink. 
Another was Stephen Potts, from the country, 
full of talent and wit, but a little idle. At first 
they received very small w^es, which were to 
be gradually raised as they improved in their 
business. Meredith was to work at press, Potts 
at bookbinding, which Keimer agreed to teach 
them, though ignorant of both. Then there 
was a wild Irishman, whose service of four years 
had been purchased of a captain of a ship, and 
who was to be made a pressman ; but he soon ran 
away. David Harry was apprentice boy, from 
the countiy. Lastly, there was George Webb, 
an Oxford scholar, whose service Keimer had 
bought for four years, intending him for a com- 
positor. " It was an odd thing," says Franklin, 
" to find an Oxford scholar in the situation of a 
bought servant." He was now but eighteen 
years of ^|^. According to liis own account, he 
was bom in Qlonoester, and was educated at a 
grammar school, where he gained some distinc- 
tion amoi^ the pupils in dramatic performances. 
He was a member of the Wits' Club, and suc- 
ceeded in having some of his pieces in prose and 
poetry printed in the Gloucester newspapers. 
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From tliere he went to the Uuivei-sity, where he 
staid but a year, having but one ambition, to be 
a play-actor. With his quarterly allowaace of 
fifteen Bhilling3, which he put in his pocket in- 
stead of paying his debts, he walked out of 
town, one day, hid his seholai-'s gown iu a fuize 
bush, and made his way on foot to London. 
Having no friends to advise him, he here fell 
into bad compauy, soon parted with his money, 
and, finding no way of access to the players, was 
forced to pawn his clothes foi bread. Walking 
the street, very hungry, and not knowing what 
to do with himself, he fell an easy prey to a 
crimp, who was decoying pereons into bond- 
service, in America. In liis desperation he at 
once signed the papers, was put on shipboard, 
and bid adieu to England, without sending a 
line to liis friends. " He was," says Franklin, 
" lively, witty, good-natured, and a pleasant 
companion, but idle, thoughtless, and imprudent 
to the last degree." 

Franlilin lived very agreeably with them all, 
and was well-treated by Keimer. His debt to 
Vernon, however, was a pdrpetual anxiety, 
though fortunately payment was not demanded. 

As suitable types were often wanting, and 
could not be procured in America, Frai<klin 
contrived a mould for casting letters. He also 
turned his band to engraving, made the ink, 
was warehouseman, and, in short, quite a facto- 
tum. 

But as the either hands, whose wages were 
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small, improTed in skill under Franklin's in- 
stixiction, he found that his own services were 
becomii^ less important, or, rather, that bis high 
wages weie growing to be a burden. Gi'adually 
Ketmer became captious and fault-finding. 
Franklin, however, took it patiently, till at 
length a trifle separated them. 

"A great nolM," saya Fnuifelln, "happening near the 
eonrt-liouM, I pat m; head out of the window to tee what 
wu tlie matter. Eeimer, being in the atreet, looked np and 
MW me, called out to me In a loud voice and angry tone to 
mind my hnsinees; adding aome reproachful words, which 
nettled me the more for their publicity. ' ' ' Became 
up Immediately into the prlnting'bouce, continued the quar- 
rel, h^ words paaaed on both sides, he gave me the quai- 
tei'a vaming we had stipulated, espresslng a wish that he 
bad not been obliged to so long a warning. I told liim 
his wish was unnecessary, for I would leave him that in- 
stant; and so, taking tny hat, walked out of doors, desiring 
Meredith, whom I saw below, to take care of some things I 
left, and bring them to my lodgings." 

lu the eveaing he talked over the affoir with 
Meredith, who told him that Keimer's business 
was in a very baid way, so that he must soon fail, 
wliich would leave a vacancy for somebody. He 
advised Franklin to set up for himself, and when 
the want of capital was objected, be said that 
bis father, who bad a high opinion of Franklin, 
would advance him money if he would enter 
into partnership with him (Mei-edith). His en- 
gagement with Keimer would be out in the 
Bpriogjby which time a press and types might be 
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obtained &om London. And as he knew he 
was a poor worbnim, he would set Franklin's 
skill against the capital he would fnrnish, and 
they would share the profits equidlj. 

Franklin was pleased with the plan, and Mere- 
dith's father, who was then in town, also approv- 
ii^ of it, the connection was formed. The 
&ther was the more ready for this arrangement, 
because of Franklin's influence over his son, in 
persuading him to abstain long &om drink, and 
his hope that the wretched habit might be en- 
tirely broken up when the two came to be 
closely connected. 

An order was sent to England for a press and 
types, and Franklin sought temporary work at 
the other printer's house; the new plan being 
meanwhile kept a secret But there was no va- 
cancy at Bradford's. In a few days, however, 
Eeimer, whose self-interest made it easy for him 
to make, as to break, friendship, sent a very 
civil message to Franklin that friends should not 
part for a few words, the effect of sudden pas- 
sion, and wishing him to return. He had a job 
in prospect, to print some paper money in New 
Jersey, which would require cuts and various 
types that Franklin only could supply. His in- 
Tentive &culty was of great service to him. 

"Wben he wm yoang In biulneK," raTsWatBcm, "and 
•tood In need of nmdry articles in Uke line of hie province 
aa a printer, he had the Ingenoltf to make them for himself. 
In thla mj he founded letter* of lead, eagraTed Tarion* 
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ptinUng nnanieiitg, cut vood-cnta, made prlater'i Ink, en- 
gmed et^per-pUte vignettes, utd made his plate-preu." 

Meredith, who was still at Eeimer's, and who 
wanted Frtuiklm'a inBtrnottonB, persaaded him 
to return. He came, contrived a copper-plate 
press, the first seen in the country, and cat 
Beveial ornaments and checks for the bills. Kei- 
mer and Franklin went to Borlington, where the 
latter sncoessfully executed the job, and the 
former received so large a sum for the work aa 
to be able to hold bis head above water a while 
longer. 

At Bnrliagton, where they coDtumed three 
months, Franklin, now a young man of twenty- 
one, intelligent and well-bred, made the ac- 
quaintance of many of the principal people of 
the province. They invited him to their houses, 
introduced him to their friends, and showed him 
much civility. Poor Keimer, though the head 
man in tiie basiDees, was quite neglected. 

"HevM," aAyBFTmnklln, "an. odd creatore, Ignorant of 
comsum life, tlovenlj to extreme dlrtlneM, fond of widely 
opposing received opinions, enthnslMtlc In aome polnte of 
nUglim, and a little knaTiah wlfbaL" 

Among Franklin's new acquaintances were 
tbe Secretary of the Province, several members 
of the A£8embly,and the Sorreyor-^eneral, Isaac 
Decow. 

" Tta latter," he aaya, " vaa a ahrevd, ugadoni old man, 
who told me that he began for himKlf, when young, by 
■riitiHnc cl^ for the brickuKker, ImrmI to write efter he 

Coogk 



06 LIFE Of BESJAiaX VBANBXIN. 

VM of age, etuTl«d Aie chain tor nureyon, who Un^t him 
■nrveylDg, tnd he h^ nov by hla industry acquired & good 
estate; and, a^d he, 'I foresee that you will soon work thla 
man ont of hia biuIneM, and make a fortune In it at Phila- 
delphia.*" 

Soon after Fianklin's retorn to the city, the 
new types aniTed bom London. Having settled 
with Keimer, Franklin and Meredith rented a 
house near the market, and commenced business. 
To lessen the rent, whioh was twenty-four 
poonds a year, they let part of 'the building to a 
man and his fiunily, with whom they were to 
board. The press was scarcely in order, when a 
small job brought them in Are shillings ; which, 
says Fianklin, " beii^ our first &uits, and com- 
ing BO seasonably" [when all their cash was ex- 
pended in starting the buainess] , *' gave me more 
pleasure than any orown I have anae earned." 
And he adds: 

"ThegratttDde Ifelt toward! Hoom** [who brou^tUie 
order], ''haa made me often more ready, than pediapa I 
oth«rwlM ahoald hare been, to aaslat yonng beginnera." 

Franklin had warm and influential friends, 
who encouraged him in his new enterprise, but 
at least one Mend of a more doubtful character. 

"There an croabara," aaja franklin, " In erery country, 
always boding lla mln. Such a one there lived In Fbiladel- 
^ila; a penon of note, an elderly man with a wtee look and 
a very gntre manner of speaking; his name was Samnel 
Nlckle. The gentleman, a stranger to me, stopped toe one 
day at my door, and aaked me if I was the yomig man who 
bad lately opened a juintlng^onie f Being anawerad In tlM 
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■flrmfttire, he tald be vm wny for me, twuiue It wa an 
expenstTe ondertaklDg, and the expeiue would be lost; lor 
FhUadelplile waa a sinkiiig place, the people already haU 
lunkrapts, or near being ao; all the appearances of the con- 
Hut, such BS new buildings and the rise ot rents, being to 
Ub certain knowledge fallacious; fw they were In fact 
among the things that wonid mln ns. Then he gave me 
■Dch a detail of mlsfortimea now exisUng, or tliat were soon 
to exist, that ha left me half melanchoUr. Had I known 
him before I eng^ed in Oils business, probably I never 
■honld have done It. This person continued to live in this 
decaying place, and to declaim In tlie same strain, refiulng 
for manr yean to bny a honse there, because all was going 
todwbnction; and at last I had the pleasure of seeing liim 
give five times as much for one as he might have bought it 
for whsn lie first began crottUng." 

Fraiiklin'a youngest and favorite Bister, Jane, 
vna nov about fifteen years old. Franklin sent 
lier the foUowing letter, undei date of Janoaiy 
6, 1726. 

**Dmab SnxxB, 

" I am highly pleased with Che account Captain Freemaa 
glvef me of yon. I always judged by your behavior when a 
child, t2iat you would make a good, agreeable woman, and 
jon know you were ever my peculiar favorite. I have t>een 
thloMng what would be a snilable present for me to make, 
and for you to receive, as I hear yon are grown a celebrated 
beauty. Ihadalmoetdetennlned on a tea-table; but when I 
eoosidered that the character (d a good housewife was far 
preferable to that of being only a pretty gentlewoman, I con- 
dnded to send yon a sptnnfatiMcAeel, which I hope yon will 
MOipt a> a small token cd my sincere love and n**«'*'™"i 

D, ., ,„Goo^le 
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"Sister, farewell, and remember that modesty, m It makes 
the mott bomely vlrgla amiable and charming, so the want 
of it Infallibly readen the most perfect beauty dUagreeable 
and odious. Bnt when Oiat brightest of female Tlrtnea 
■hines among otliar perfections of body and mlod In the 
ume peivon, It makes the woman more lovely than an angeL 
Excuse this freedom, and use the same with me. 
" I am, dear Jenny, 

" Tow loTlag btotber, 
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CHAPTEE XIII. 

2H« (Timfo — ^ members — Qtieriet — Tervu of 
AAm^wm — Ongin of American PhiloaojpHeal 
Society. — .^ Diligence, — 2>r. Baird. 

In the preceding autumn, Franklin had formed 
** most of his ingenious acquaintances into a club 
for mutual improvement," whioh was called the 
Junto. 

"We met," he aisja, "on FridA; evenlnga. The mem- 
bWB, In tam, were to propose for dls«iiaslou qDeationa npon 
Honds, PoUtica, or Hatnr&l Pliilosopli;, uid once In three 
numths each one vu to read an original eaea; upon an; 
Hdiject he pleased. They were to have only in Tiew the dis- 
oorery of truth; and all vtolatlona of moderation ud conr- 
tM; In debate were made sobjact to a imall fine." 

Franklin says, that the loDg continuance of 
the club was largely owing to the care with 
which the members muntained the proprieties of 
debate, and the attention which they gave to 
reading upon the several subjects which came 
under discussion. 

Among the rules of the Junto were the follow- 
ii^, which show the philosophical and practical 
mind of Franklin; and they are certunly re- 
markable for a young man of twenty-two : 

" Han yoa read orertheMqaeilea thi> morning, in fote 
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lo consider wlut jaa might have to offer the Junto touching 
an; one of them, vis. : 

1. Hare 70a met vith anything In the author yoa Uat 
t«ad remarkable, or snltahle to be communicated to the 
JnntoF partlcnlBTlf In hlitory, moralitj, poetry, physic, 
tnTels, mechanic arts, (uid otber parts of knowledge t 

%. What new stoi; hare joo. lately heard agreeable for 
telling In conversation t 

5. Hath any citizen, in yonr knowledge, failed In his bns- 
iness lately, and what hare 70a heard of the cansef 

4. Hare yon lately heard of any cltlsens thrirlng well, and 
I9 what means r 

6. Do yon know of a fellow ciUzen who has lately done a 
worOty action, deserving praise and Imitation; or who tuu 
lately committedBnenor,properfor us to be warned against 
and avoid? 

1. What nnh^)i9 effects of Intemperance have yon lately 
obserred or heard, of imprudence, of passion, of moderv 
tlon, or of. any other virtae f 

9. Have yon, or any of your acquaintances, been lately 
■ick or wonnded? If so, what remedies wen used, and 
what were their effects ? " 

10. Whom do you know that are shortly going voyngM or 
journeys. If one should have occasion b> send by them t 

IL Do you think of anything at present, in which the 
Junto may be serviceable to numkUtd, to their country, to 
their friends, or to themselres P 

12. Hath any deservlt^ stranger arrived in town, since 
last meeting, that you have heard of ? And what have you 
observed of his character or merits f And whether, think 
you, it lies In the power of the Junto to oblige him, or en- 
courage him as he deserves t 

18. Do you know of any deserving young beglnnar lat^ 
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Mt ap, whom It llw In the power of the Junto anyway to 



14. Bxn yoa lately oheeiTed any detect In the laws of 
yooT country, of which It would be proper to move the L^- 
Uatnre tta an amendment P Or do yon know of any beoft- 
fldal taw that fs wantliig f " 

This dab was not onlj an important means of 
intellectual and moral improvement to its mem- 
bers generally, but was also a great help to 
Franklin in his business. Every member rec- 
ommended him for his skill and efficiency, and 
Bzeitnal, in particular, procured for hini from the 
Quakers the printing of a portion of their tiistory, 
Uie rest of the work being ta Keimer's hands. 
It was a folio, with long notes. Franklin set up 
a sheet a day, Meredith doing the preas-work, 
and it was often eleven at night, and sometimes 
later, when Franklin had distributed his types 
for the next day's atint. The little jobs sent in 
by other friends, now and then, compelled them 
to work all the harder to complete their assigned 
task ; but BO determined was Franklin to do his 
sheet a day, that, having one night accidentally 
broken his forms and reduced his pages to pi, he 
immediately distribated his types, and composed 
it all over ^ain before he went to bed. 

Snch remarkable industry gave the new firm 
oharaoter and credit. Failure was indeed pre- 
dicted by many of the merchants, at their every- 
night dub, from there being two other printers 
in the place ; but Dr. Baird, a Scotch gentle- 
man, gave a contrary opinion. '* For," said he, 

Coogk 
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" the indaati7 of that Fnmklin ia aaperioT to 
anything I ever saw of the tdnd ; I see him still 
at work when I go home from the olnb, and he 
is at work i^ain before his neighbors are out of 
bed." 

And tMa opinion turned the tide in his &Tor. 
Franklin here modestly remarks : 

"I menlioa lUs IndnatiT more partlcalariy tuid more 
fittelf, thongb it seenu to Im talUng la mf own praUe, that 
those of my posterity wlio ihiU read It, mi^ know the dm 
(d that vlrine, when they see its effects inmjfaTorthrongh- 
ontthlB relation." 

The time is at hand when the printer will be- 
come a publisher and editor of a newspaper. 
His plan was interrupted for a season by hia in- 
advertently betraying liia secret. G^eoige Webb, 
the young Oxford scholar, and also a member 
of the Junto, having purchased his time of 
Eeimer by the help of a female Mend, now came 
to offer himself as a journeyman to Franklin and 
Meredith. They could not then employ him, 
but Franklin let him know that he soon intended 
to begin a new paper, and might then have work 
for him. Bradford's paper, he said, was a paltry 
thing, and yet profitable ; so that a good news- 
paper could scarcely fail of encouragement. 
"You will not mention this," said be ; but the 
mean fellow told it to Keimer, who immediately 
put out proposals for one himself, offering em- 
ployment to Webb. Franklin was vexed at 
this, and not being yet ready to commence his 
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own paper, he and Breitual wrote a series of 
amnsiDg pieces for Bradford's paper, which 
aerred to draw pablio attention in that direction, 
and afforded an opportunity of burlesquing and 
ridiculing Eeimer's proposals. He began bia 
paper, however, but after a trial of nine months, 
with ninety sabscribeis, he oftered to sell out for 
a small sum. Franklin took the paper off bia 
hands, and made it in a few years very profita- 
ble. The paper was called Tiie PeiiTisylvania 
ChsuUe, and Franklin and Meredith began with 
No. 40, September 25th, 1729, Franklin being 
witjtin about three months of being twenty-four 
years of age. 

An oft-repeated anecdote of Franklin exhibits 
his fearless honesty. 

"Boon kfter Che eitabllahment of lkl< new paper," mjs 
Spwka, "be (oond occasion to remvk with some degree of 
froedom on the public conduct of one or two penona of high 
■tmdlng In FhllftdelpbiA. This oonne was dlnpproTed by 
Knne of his pabone, who sought an opportunity to convey 
to bim their Tlewa on the subject, and what Ihey represented 
to be the iqilnlon of his friends. He listened patleatly, and 
nplled by requesting that tbey would faTor him with their 
eompany at sapper, and bring wlUi them the other gentle- 
men who had expressed dissatisfaction. The time arrifed, 
■nd tbe guests assembled. He recelTod tliem cordially, and 
listened again to Uielr friendly reproofs of his editorial con- 
duct. At lengUi supper was announced; bat, when the 
guests had seated themselres around the table, they were 
■orprlsed to see nothlog before them bat two puddings, 
made of coarse meal, called tatedust-puddinos, in the com- 
mem phrase, and a atone pitcher filled with wator. He helped 
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them all, uul then ftppUod himseU to hla own pUte, putak- 
lug treely of the reput, And -argiiig bla friends to do Uu 
same. They tax«d their politenew to theataiio>t,bataU In 
rain; their ^^tltes refused obedience to the irlU. PerealT- 
Ing their dlfficolty, Fnnklla at last arose and laid: ' Jfy 
friendt, anj/one wAo can twbeiit upon laudiut-piidcUng a>%d 
water, <u I can, needf no maa'tpativtuiffe.' " 

Franklin was held reBponsible for whatever 
appeared in the paper, as in &ct be was, the 
incapaoity and intemperance of Meredith throw- 
ing the whole man^ement upon the enterprising 
and sober partner. 

And yet Franklia was prudent and honorable 
in the conduct of his newspaper, as well as in- 
dependent. 

"I carefully excluded," he aKjt, "all libelling and pei^ 
(onal abase. ' ' ' Whenever I was solicited to Insert 
anything of that Und, and the writen pleaded, as they gen- 
erally did, the liberty of the press ; and that a newspaper was 
like a stagMwach, ta which anyone who would pay had a 
right to a place, my answer was, that I would print Uie 
jiocB separately, U desired, ' ' * but that I would not 
take upon me to spread his detraction, and that, having coo- 
tracted with my subscribers to furnish them with what 
might be either useful or enteri^nlng, I could not fill their 
papen with private altercations. In which tiiey had no con- 
cern, without doing them manlfMt injoattoa." 
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CHAPTER XrV. 

St Ifeatpaper Proapera. — Gbtaint the Public 
Printing. — Seara from Sfr. Vernon. — A 
JDiffieulty. — Fear of Failure. — Trouble from 
Meredith, — Separation. — Relief from Frienda. 
IHtcuaaiona in the Jwnio. — Demand for Paper 
Money. — Writet on the Nature and NecetaUy 
if a Paper Currency. — Prints the Money. — 
Addaa Stationer't Shop, — Hia BuaineBS Prin- 
eiplea. — Uaea a Wheelbarrow. — K^eimer goea 
to Barbadoet. — Mr. Bra^ordthtonly Rival. — 
FrankliWa Method of Beientment. — Thinka of 
Matrimony. — Mra. Q-odfrey as a Matchmaker. 
"ADeaerving Qirl." — Failure of the Plan. 
— Thinka of Miaa Bead, — Marrit^e. — Letter 
to Mr. Meevm. — Remedy for Cancer. 

The paper contmued to prosper. " One of 
the first good effects," Bays Franklin, "of mj 
having learned a little to scribble." Hia other 
bosiiieBS also increased, the leading men, Mr. 
Hamilton particularly, giving him patronage and 
enoouragement Bradford still had the job of 
printing the votes and laws and other publio 
matter ; bat, having printed in a slovenly man- 
ner an address of the House to the Grovemor, 
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which Franklia's press immediately issued ele- 
gantly and oorreotiy, a copy being sent to every 
member, he lost the public printing the next 
year. 

But an indiscretion of formei years came to 
trouble him. Mr. Vernon pub Franklin in mind 
of the debt he owed him, though he did not 
press the payment. Franklin wrote a letter 
acknowledging his friend's long forbearance, and 
asking a little further indulgence, which was 
generoTisly granted. 

"As soon asIwM able," he SAys, "I paid the principal 
with the Interest, ind many thanks; so that erratum was In 
nm« decree correctad." 

Franklin never forgot Mr. Yemen's kindness, 
and many years afterwards, while he was minis- 
ter plenipotentiary at the Court of France, he 
had the great pleasure of rendering valuable 
service to a young man, a descendant of Mr. 
Vernon, who spent some time in that country. 

" But now," he sajs, " another difficulty came npon me, 
which I bad nerer the least leaaon to soepect. Mr. Uere- 
dlth's fatbar, who was to have paid for oar prluting-hoose, 
- ' ' was able to advance only one hundred pounds cur- 
lenoy, which had been paid; and a hundred more were due 
to the merchant, who grew impatient and sued ns all. We 
gave bail, but saw that. If the money could not be raised In 
time, the suit must soon come to a judgment and execution, 
and our hopeful proapecta must, with us, be ruined i as the 
press and letters must be sold for payment, perhaps at half 
^oe. 

" In thU distress two true friends, whose Idndnew I luTC 
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■WTor forgotten, nor ever shall forget while I can remember 
anytlilDg, came to me separatelf, unknown to eacii othei', 
and, withont any ^)pUcat]on from me, oSered, eocli of 
tlian, to adTUce me all the money that should be necessuy 
b> muble me to take the whole 'bnalness upon myMlf, if that 
■lioald be practicable; hat the; did not like m; continuing 
the partmenhlp witli MW«ditli, who, aa they said, was often 
Men drunk in the itreeta, playing at low games in alehonwa, 
moch to OUT discredit. 

" These two Mends were William Coleman and Robert 
Oimce^ I told them I oould not propoM a lepuatlon, while 
any prospect remained of the Merediths' fulfilling their part 
of tlie engagement; becauM I tbooght myaeif nudttr gteat 
ohligatlona to Oieaa for what they liad done, and would do 
If they could; but. If they finally f^led In their perform* 
ance, and our partnership must be dissolved, I should then 
think myself aX libera to accept the assistance of my friend. 

" Tbns tbe matter rested for some time, when I s^d to my 
partaier, 'Perhaps your father ii diuatUfled with the port 
yon luTe undertaken in this affair of ours, and is unwilling 
to admiee for yon and me, what he would for yoo. If that 
Is the case, tell me, and I will resign the whole to yon, and 
go about my busineas.' 'No,' said be, ' my &ther has really 
been disappointed, and is really unable; and I am unwilling 
to distress him fnithm. I see this is a business I am not Qt 
for. I was bred a farmer, and It was folly In me to come to 
Unm, and put myself, at thirty years of age, an apprentice 
to learn a new tnul& Uanj of our Welsh people ore going 
to settle In North Carolina, where land is cheap. I un In- 
clined to go with them, and follow my old employment; you 
mjV find friends to assist you. If you will take the debts of 
the company upon yon, return to my father the himdred 
ponnds he has advanced, pay my Uttle personal debts, and 
giro me thirty ponnds and a new saddle, I will relinquish tbs 
pMbMnhlp, and leare the whole in tout hands. 
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"I agreed to this proposal; It was drawn np Inwiitliig, 
■^ed and sealed fmmediatelj. J gave >ilm what ba da- 
muided, and lie went Boon after to CbioIIiul, whence he sent 
niQ next jeai two long letters, containing the best acconnt 
that had been given of that connby, the climate, the soil and 
husbandTf, for In those motten he was very jndidons. I 
printed them In the pliers, and they gave great satisfaction 
to the public 

"As soon as be was gone I recimed to my two friends, and 
because I would not give an unkind preference to either, 
I took lialf of what each had offered and I wanted of one, 
and half of the other; paid oif the company's debts, and 
went on with tlie business In my own name." 

This was in July, 1T80, over nine months 
from their commencing the paper. 

The diBCUBsions in the Junto, on aubjeots of 
public interest, were an excellent training for 
Franklin as an editoi. He waa prepared to write 
upon such matteis in an instracti-re and foicible 
manner, which gave weight to his opinions and 
character to his paper. 

Ahout the time that the Gazette passed into 
his sole management, a general demand arose for 
more paper money. There was not enough for 
the transaction of business; there being only 
fifteen thousand pounds in the provinces, and 
that soon to be taken out of the currency. The 
wealthy inhabitants, who considered the interests 
of creditors, &Tored only a specie currency, fear- 
ing the disastrous results of a new paper issue, 
as in New England. Franklin took the other 
ude* 

"bring pMnwded," b* Mya, "tliat the fbtt null auM 
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■tnick In 1738 hftd done much good by Increulng Uie tnds, 
employment, and niuuber of InhkUtsnU In the province; 
dace I now skw ell the old houses tnhebited, and many 
new ones building ; whereas, I remembered well, when I Arst 
walked aboat the streets of Philadelphia, eating my roll, I 
saw many of the houses In Walnnt Street, with blUf on their 
doon, 'To be Letj' and many likewise In other streets; 
which made me think the inhabitants of the dty were one 
after anothar deaertlng It" 

He aoooidlQgljr wrote and printed an anony- 
mous pamphlet entitled, " The Nature and 
Necesfiitj'' of a Paper Currency," which had such 
an influence aa to carry the point in the Aesem- 
bly. Franklin vas rewarded for hia service by 
having awarded to him the very profitable job of 
printing the money ; another advantage, he says, 
gained by his ability to write. In the present 
instance, it is not altogether improbable that the 
expectation of printing the bills had some influ- 
ence on his opinion. Through his &iend Hamil- 
ton, Frsnldin obtained the printing of the New 
Jersey paper money, and also of the laws and 
votes of that province. 

To his printing-house he added a small sta- 
tioner's shop, which increased his profits. He 
now began to pay off the debt he had incurred 
for the printing-house. 

This prosperity came from hard work, honesty 
and frugality, and a spirit of enterprise, which 
characterized all his transactions. He took pains, 
in order to secure his credit and character as a 
tradesman, not only to be indostrious and frugal, 
but to appear so. 
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" I di««Md plain," be My«, " uid wu seen at no pltteea id 
Idle dlTerston. I never went oat a fishing or shooting; a 
book, Indeed, MHnetimes debanched me from my work, bnt 
that was Mldom, was private, and gave no scandal ; and, to 
show that I was not above my bnefness, I sometimes brought 
home the p^wr I purchased at de stores, tiuoni^ the straeta, 
on a wheelbarrow. Thus, bdng etteemed an Indostrioos, 
thriving yonng man, and paying ^nly for what t bought, Qm 
merchants who Imported stationery solicited my custom; 
others proposed supplying me wltli books, and I went on 
prosperously. In the meantime, Kelmer's credit and bnsi- 
neas declining dally, he ww at last forced to sell his prindng- 
honsa to satisfy his creditors. He went to Barbadoes, and 
there lived some years, In very poor circumstances." 

Keimet's appreutdoe, David Hany, bought hia 
materials, and set up business. - Franklin feared 
a powerful rival, and proposed a paitnership, 
which offer was scornfully declined, fortunately 
for him. 

"Ha was," says Franklin, "very proud, drea*ed like a 
(antleman, lived expensively, took much dlverdtm and 
pleasure abroad, ran in deb^ and n^eeted his btulness; 
upon which all business left him; and, finding nothing to do, 
be followed bis old master to Bvbadoes, taking the printing- 
bouse with him. There this ^tprentlce employed hla foi^ 
mer master as a Joumeyman; they quarrelled often, and 
Harry went contlnnslly behindhand; and at lengtli was 
oI>llged to sell his types, and retam to country work In Penn- 
sylvania." 

Franklin had now but one rival, old Mr. Brad- 
ford ; but this rival was rich and easy, attending 
to his business with a slack hand, having however, 
one important advantagpe over his young compet- 
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itOT, he held the post-office. This was thought 
to give him special facilities for obtaioiug oews, 
ftud for circulatiog advertisements. Fraukliu 
did not, indeed, depend wholly on private meana 
for diatiibutiog bis paper; he received and sent 
papers by the post, bribing the post-riders, who 
took them without Bradford's knowledge ; but 
the public did not understand this. Bradford's 
meanness in forbidding him the use of the post- 
office awakened Franklin's resentment ; but he 
says: "1 thoogbt so meanly of the practice 
that, when I afterwards came into his situation, 
I took care never to imitate it;" a golden 
revei^e. 

His thoughts were now turned to matrimony j 
in the first place, by a match-maker, no other 
than Mrs. Godfrey. She thought it high time 
the promisli^ young printer and editor was mar- 
ried, and kindly undertook to manage a match 
with a relative of hers, a " deserving girl j " and, 
as Mrs. Godfrey took frequent opportunities of 
bringing them together, the courtship became 
quite a serioos affiiir. The old folks encouraged 
him onward by often inviting him to supper, 
and then leaving the couple together. Franklin 
found it was time to explain. He was not, it 
would appear, disinclined to an engagement, 
bat his passion was not so fervent as to ez- 
olnde prudential considerations. Ha bad an in- 
terview with good Mrs. Godfrey, and let her 
know the terms and condiLious of marriage. 
He was in debt for the printing-house a hundred 
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poirndfi. He would e:xpect from the parenta of 
the ladj th&t sum. Mrs. God&ey bore the mes- 
sage to the parties coucemed, who returned word 
that they had no such sum to spare. Franklin 
sent a second message ; they could mortgage 
their house in the loan-office. Some days passed 
before an answer came to this propceal, and it 
was, that tbej did not approve the match ; thej 
had made inquiry of . Bradford, who informed 
them that the printing-business was not a profit- 
able one ; that the types would soon wear bat, 
and more would be wanted*; and that Keimer and 
Harry had failed, one after the otiier, a fate that 
would probably soon overtake Franklin. The 
result was, he was forbidden the house, and the 
daughter was shut up. Thus ended tlie afbir, 
much to Franklin's disgust ; though Mrs. Godfrey 
afterwards brought more favorable accounts of the 
disposition of the parents, and sought to draw 
him on i^un. He declared positively, however, 
tiiat he would have nothing more to do with the 
family. This awakened the ire of the Godfreys, 
who Boon quit the house ; and Franklin pru- 
dently resolved to take no more inmates. 

But his mind bad now been turned toward 
marriage, and he looked about him for a suitable 
helpmate, and made overtures in several direo- 
tions, but without success. His business was 
thought a poor one. He might, indeed, have 
found a wife with money, which he deemed 
quite desirable, but not one who would in other 
respects have suited him. Parents who had 
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money and f^reeable daughteia seem to have 
looked coldly apon his ndvaiices. 

Pity, it; is said, ia akin to love. It was so in 
Franklin's case. A sense of the great wrong he 
had done to Miss Bead moved his repentant 
heart to commiserate her lonely condition. She 
vas, he frankly tella ns, *' generally dejected, 
seldom cheerful, and avoided company." 

Franklin had kept np his acquaintance with 
the family, and had often been invited to their 
hooae, and coosnlted in their af^rs. He now 
^considered his giddiness and inconstancy when 
in London as in a great degree the cause of her 
nnhappinsss ; " though the mother," he remarks, 
" was good enough to thick the &nlt more her 
own than mine, as she had prevented our marry- 
ing before I went thither, and persuaded the 
other match in my absence." 

Their mutual afEection was revived ; but there 
were now great objections to the union. The 
person whom she had married was perhaps alive, 
and though he was said to have a previous wife 
still living in England, yet certainty could not 
be arrived at, owingto the distance. Besides, he 
had left debts behind him, which, in case of bis 
death, Franklin might be called upon to pay. 
But love and pity triumphed over all difficulties, 
and they were married, September 1st, 1730, 
when he was nearly twenty-five years of i^. 
"Thus," says Frankliu, " I oorreoted that great 
erratum as well as I could." The marri^e was 
a fortunate one, his wife proving " a good and 
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faithful helpmate," asaistmg him much by attend- 
ing to the shop ; and there being a mutoal 
endeavor to make each other bappj. 

It was while these love a&ii-a were going on, 
that Franklin wrote to bis sister Jane, now Mrs. 
Mecom. It might be expected that he would 
say somethii^ to her about a matter which so 
deeply concerned him, but he was silent; and 
indeed, nothing was then settled. But he men- 
tioned a remedy for cancer, a disease, which, 
"is often thought incurable." 

"Yet we hftre here la town," he writes, " a klad of shell 
made of some wood, cnt at & proper time, by some man <d 
great sUlI (as Qief say), which has done wonders In Uiat 
disease amimg ns, being worn for some time on the bteaat. 
I am not apt to be snpeistltlonsly taoA of bellering such 
thin^ bnt the Instances are so well attested as sufflidentlj 
to convinctt the most IncrediilonB. 

" This, If I haTB Interest enough to procure, as I think I 
have, J will borrow for a time, and send It to yoa; and hope 
the doctors will at least allow the experiment to be tried." 

And this from Benjamin Franklin I But then 
he was only a young man of twen^-four. 

He did not foi^et his parents : 

" Toa have mentioned," he s^s, " nothing In fonr tetter 
oJ onr dear parenta; but I conclode th^ are well, became 
jtn nj nothing to tba ooBttai;." 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Booh4eIUr». — A UStrary. — Headers of Books in 
Philadelphia Puhlia Library. — Sote he oittaned 
Subter^ra. — SUmdir^ before Kir^e. — Im- 
proved Cirounutaneet. — A Good Wife. — A 
China Bowl and Silver ^oon. — Form of 
Prayer. — Plan of Moral Perfection. — Oata- 
lofftie of Moral Virtuea. — Speckled Axe. — A 
Prayer. — Temperance and other Virtaea. — On 
ffvmUity. — On Pride. — Good Besohuiona. — 
A United Party for Virtue.— A Creed. 

At tiie time FrankliD eBtablished himself in 
Philadelphia, there was not a good book-seller's 
shop in any one of the colonies south of Boston. 

*'In New York and Philadelphia, the printers 
were indeed," he says, "stationers, but they 
Bold only paper, almanacs, ballads, and a few 
oommou school-books. Those who loved read- 
ing were obliged to send for their books from 
England ; the members of the Junto had each a 
few." 

He piopoBed that the members should brii^ 
their books into the little room of Mr. Grace's, 
where the club was acoustomed to meet, that 
they might be consulted during the diacussious, 
or borrowed to read at home. This plan oontin- 
ned aboat a rear, and was then Kiven up. ^ 
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" Finding," says Franklin, " the advantage of 
this little collection, I proposed to render the 
benefit from the books more common, hj com- 
mencing a pubho aubecription library," — his first 
project of a public nature. He drew up a plan 
and rules, which he bad put in the form of arti- 
cles of E^eement by a skillfol conveyancer. 
Each subscriber was to pay down a certain sum 
for the first purchase of the books, and an an- 
nual contribution for increasing them. 

"Bo iew," he «i^, "were tbe readers »t that time In 
Fhiladelplilft, and the majority of as so poor, that I was not 
able with great indostiy to find more than Blbj peisons, 
moati; jroung tiadesmea, wiUlsg for this purpose to pa; 
dovn forty shillingi each, and ten shUllngs per «TmiiTn 
With this little sum we began. The books were imported; 
the librat; was opened one da; In the week for lending them 
to the aabscribers, on thetr promissory notes to p^ double 
the YBloe If not duly returned. The iostttuUon soon mani- 
fested its ntllil;, was imitated by other towns, and in other 
provinces. The libraries were augmented by donations; 
reading became (BBhionable; some people, having no public 
■musements to direct their attention from study, became 
better acquainted with books; and in a few yean were ob- 
serred by strangers to be better informed and more intelli- 
gent than people of tbe same rank generally are In their 
countries. 

"When we were about to sign the abore-menUoned 
articles, irhlcb were binding on ns, our heirs, etc, for fifty 
years, Mr. Brackden, the scrlTener, said to us, 'Ton ar« 
youngmen, but it Is scarcely probable that any of you will 
live to see the expiration of the term fixed In (he instru- 
ment.' A nnmber of us, howerer, are yet liylng, fifty thlM 
yean after, in 17S4; but the Inslmment WM after a few 
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jaan [In 17^] rendered null by a ch&rter OuU incorporated 
and gxn perpetni^ to the company." 

FiaDklin*B name stands first on the list of the 
peisons who applied for the chatter. The li- 
bnty is at present one of the lai^est In the 
country. In 1789, a year before his death, a apa- 
cioas and elegant building was erected to con- 
tain it. In a niche in front is a marble statue 
of the fonnder, executed in Italy. 

Fraoklin's peculiar character appears in the 
method he employed to obtain subscriptdoiia, and 
in bis remarks about it. 

" The obJectlonB and relnctancea I met with," lie says, 
" made me eoon feel tlie impropriety of presenting one's self 
aa the propoaer of any luelul project, that mlglit be Bapposed 
to raUe one's reputation in the smalleat degree above that of 
one's udghbara, when one has need of their asslBtance to 
accompHih tliat project I tlierefore pnt myself as mach as 
I coold out of eight, and atated it as a scheme ot a number 
{^fiieatb, irho tiad requested me to go about aod propoBe It 
to such aji they thought loTen of reading. In this way my 
afUr went on mora smoothly, and I ever after practiced it 
<m sncb occasions; and, from my frequent Baccesses, cap 
heartily recommend iu The present little Bacrlflce of your 
Tani^ will afterward be amply repaid. If it remains awhile 
nneertaiu to whom the merit belongs, some one more vain than 
youiaelf may 1>e encouraged to claim it, and then even envy 
Will be disposed to do you Justice, by pluddng those as- 
naned feathers, and restoring Ihem to their right owner. 

" This libiaiy afforded the means of ImproTCment hj coi^ 
•taut study, for which I set apart an hour or two each day; 
and thus repaired in some degree the loss of the learned ect 
ocatlon my father once intended me for. B eading was tb« 
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only unoMment I allowed myselL t apoit no tim« u 
taTenu, games, or froltca of any kind; and my Indnitiy In 
my bnainess continaed aa indefatigable aa it was necessaiy. 
I was in debt for my prinUi^-house; I had a young family 
coming on to be educated; and I had two ctmpetitors to con- 
tend with for buflinest, who were establlBhed in the place 
before me. My ciicumstaoces however grew daily ealser. 
My origlnaJ habita of fragility continuing, and my father 
harfog, among his restrictiona to me when a boy, Ireqoentty 
repeated a proverb of Solomon, Seett them a mem MHffnU iA 
hta calling, Ae ihail ataitd hffore Idngt, hit a&aU not ttand bo- 
fore mean mm, J thence conaidered indnsd7 ai a meana of 
obtaining wealth and diatinetion, which encouraged me; 
Uiongh I did not think that I should ever literally ttand be- 
fore ktaga, which, however, has since happened; for I lutve 
stood before five, and even hod the honor of aittlng down 
with one, the Eing of Denmark, to dinner. 

"We have an Engllah proverb that says. Be that would 
U>rtae,mtut mk Me wife. It was Incky for me that I had one 
>s mnch disposed to industry and fnigality as myselL She 
assisted me cheerfully in my bnsiness, folding and stilchli^ 
pamphlets, tending shop, porchasing old linen rags for the 
paper-maker, etc We kept no idle serraata, our table was 
plain and simple, oar furniture of the cheapest For in- 
■tance, my breakfast was for a long time bread and milk (no 
tea), and I ate It out of a two-penny earthen porringer, with 
a pewter spoon. But mark bow luxury will enter families, 
and make progress. In apite of principle; being called one 
morning to breakfast, I found It In a China bowl, with a 
spoon of allverl They had been bought for me without n^ 
knowledge by my wife, and had coat her the enormons snm 
of Qiree and twenty Bhlllings; for which she had no other 
excuae or apology to make, but that she thought her husband 
deaarved a silver spoon and China bowl aa well aa any of his 



UTE or BSSJAMLS FBABELIN. 119 

oei^bore. This was the first sppearuice of plate and CSiliUl 
InonrhooM; whidi af terwarde, in acoorae of joan, asoor 
wealUi Increased, augmented graduoltf and *eTeral hundred 
poonda In value," 

The Becoud year of his married Hfe vsa 
brightened by a joyful event, the birth of a Bon, 
and, as it proved, the only son by thia marriage. 
He was named Francia Fo^er. We shall have 
occasion to speak again of this hoy. 

Some yeara before, Franklin had composed a 
email litmgy, or form of prayer ; which he after- 
wards Delected. He now returned to the use 
of it, and became really in earnest to correct 
certain bad habits in which he had indulged. 
The prayer was as follows: 

"That I maf be preaeired from atlielnn, Impie^, and 
pniftuieiieM, and, In my address to Thee, caiefoUy avoid ir- 
reverence and ostentation, formaUty and odious hypocrisy, 
— Eelp me, O Father! 

"That I may be loyal to my pilnce, and faithful to my 
country, careful tor Its good, valiant In Its defence, and 
obedient to ibi laws, abhorring treason as much as tyranny, 
—Help me, Fatherl 

" That I may to thoso above me be dnUful, humble and 
submissive; avoiding pride, disrespect, and contumacy, — 
Belp me, O Fatherl 

"That I may to those below me be gradons, condescend- 
ing, and foigivliig, using clemency, protecting innocent dis- 
tress, avoiding cruelty, harshness, and opprestlon. Insolence, 
and unreasonable severi^, — Help me, O Father I 

" That I may retrain from calumny and detracllon ; that J 
may abhor and avoid deceit and envy, fraud, flattery, and 
batind, malke, lying, and Ingratitude,— Help me, O Fathail 
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" That I nuy be gtncere In frienibhlp, faithful in trust, 
and impartial in Judgment, watchful against pride, and 
against anger (that momeatar; madness), —Help me, O 
Fatherl 

"That I may be just in ail my dealings, temperate in my 
pleaanies, full of candor and ingenuonsness, humanity, and 
beneToleoM,— Help me, O Fatherl 

" That I mi^ be grateful U> my benefactors, and generous 
to my friends, exercising charity and liberality to the poor, 
and pity to the miserable, — Help me, O Fatherl 

" That I may possess Int^rity and eveuMSS of mood, res- 
olution in dlfficoltiee, and f<Htitude under affliction; that I 
may be pnnctoal in performing my promises, peaceable and 
prudent In my behavior,— Help me, O Fatherl 

" That I may have tendemees for the weak, and rCTerenl 
respect for the aodeut ; that I^may be Und to my nelghbora, 
good-natured to my ctmipanlons, and hospitable to strangers, 
—Help me, O Father! 

"That I maybe averse to craft and overreaching, abhor, 
extortion, perjiuy, and every kind of wickedness,— Help me, 
O Fatherl 

"That I may be honest and open-hearted, gentle, merci- 
ful, and good, cheerful in spirit, rejoicing In the good of 
oOiws,- Help me, O Fatherl 

"That I may have a constant r^;ard to honor and probity 
that I may possess a perfect Innocence and a good con- 
science, and at length become truly virtuous and magnaiii- 
moiis, — Help me, good Ood: help me, O Fatherl 

"And, forasmuch as ingratitude la one of the most odl< 
ons of vices, let me not be unmindful gratefoUy to aclmoirt- 
edge th« favors I receive from Heaven. 
TojUiks. 

"For peace and liberty, for food and ndment, for omu, 
and wlf e, and millt, and every kind of healthful nourish- 
ment,— Oood God, I thank tbeel 
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" Tor the common benefits of air and light; for QMtal tin 
and delidoos water,— Good God, I thuik Uieel 

"For knowledge, and literatnre and every naefnl art; for 
my Mends and thdr prosperity, and for the fewness of my 
enemies,— My good Qod, I thank thee I 

"For all thy innomerable benefits; for life, and resson, 
and the nse of speedi; for health, and joy, and erery pleas- 
ant hour,— Good Ood, I thank thee 1 " 

Indeed, he vent so far as to conoeive "the 
bold and udaoas project of arriving at moral 
ptffecUon." 

"I wished," he says, "to live without committing any 
fanlt at any time, and to conquer all that either natural In- 
clination, cnstoio, or company, might lead me into. As I 
knew, or thought I knew, what was right and wrong, I did 
not see why I might not ahoasa do the one and avoid the 
other. But I soon found," he adds, "I had nndertaken a 
task of more difficult than I had Imagined. While my 
attention was taken up, and care employed In guarding 
against one fault, I was often surprised by another; babit 
took the advantage of Inattention; inclination was some- 
tlnMB too strong for reason. I condaded at length, that the 
mere specnlatiTe conviction that it was onr interest to be 
completely virtnous, was not snfflclent to prevent our aiip- 
tdng; and that the contrary habits must be broken, and 
good ones acquired and established, before we can have any 
dependance on a steady, uniform rec^tude of conduct." 

He therefore fonned a catalogue of the moral 
virtues, to the number of thirteen ; Temperance, 
Silence, Order, Resolution, Frugality, Industry, 
Sincerity, Justice, Moderation, Cleanliness, Tran- 
quility, Charity, and Humility. Ho resolved to 
take one of these at a time, proceeding to 



122 LIFB OF BBNJAJCQT PBAZIKLQl. 

another when he had become master of what 
preceeded. Older, he tells ue, gave him the 
most trouble. 

" I had not l)«eii eariy acciutomed to method; and tblM 
utfdfl, Qierefore, cost me much painful attention, and mj 
{aulta In It vexed me bo maeh, and I nude eo little pn^resa 
In amendment, and had Bach freqnent relapees, that I waa 
almost ready to give up the attempt, and content mTself 
with a fault; character in that reapect. Like the maa, who. 
In buying an axe of a Bmith, my neighbor, desired to have 
the whole of lie sniface as bright as the edge. Hie emltta 
consented to grind it bright for lUm, If be wonld tnm the 
wheel ; be tamed, wtille the nnith pressed the Invad face of 
the axe baxd and heavil; on the stAne, which made the 
turutng of it very fatiguing. The man come every now 
and then from the wheel to see how the work went on ; and 
M length would take his axe as it was, without fuilier 
grinding. ' No,' said the emiUi, ' turn on, tnm on, we shall 
have It bright bj and by; as yet It is only speckled.' ' Tes,' 
a^dtfaeman, 'but J tUtbfc J lUe a specified axe &«<(.* And 
I bellere Qiis may have been the case with many, who, hav- 
ii^ for want of some sncb means as I employed, found the 
difficulty of obtaining good and breaking bad habits in other 
points of vice and virtue, have given up the struggle, and 
concloded that ' a tpeckUd axe it best '." 

But he adds, that, though he fell far short of 
the perfection he wae ambitious of obtaining, ' 
yet, by the endeavor, he was a better and a hap- 
pier man than he would otherwise have been. 

To aid hia moral improvement, he made a . 
little book, allotting a page to each of tlie 
virtues. He divided each page witli red ink 
into seven columns, one for each day of the 
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week, crossing these columns vith thirteen red 
lines, for the several virtues, which were writ- 
ten in the mai;gin. A little black spot marked 
every fault he found he had committed respect- 
ing any virtue on a particular day. 
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" Concelrlng," be mjb, " God to be the fomiti^n of wis- 
dom, I thought It right and aeceseaij to Bolidt his asglBtance 
for obtaining It; to this end I formed the followhig little 
prayer, which was pre&zed to m; tables of examination, for 
daily um: 

" ' O poweifnl Goodnew I bonntUnl Father I merclfDl Qnlde t 
Incraase in me that wisdom which dlscoveis my trae«t in- 
tereat. Strengthen my resolution to perfoim what that wis 
dom dictates. Accept my kind oSlces to tby otiner diildren, 
as the only nttiro. in my power for thy continiul faTors 
tome.'" 

Franklin remarks, that in undertaking to 
carry out his plan, he was surprised to find how 
much fuller of faults he was then he had imag- 
ined, but that he had the satisfactioa of seeing 
them diminish. 

"It maybe well," he added, late in Ufe, "mypoitert^ 
should be informed that to this little arUflce, with the bless- 
ing of God, their anceetot owed the consteut felicity of his 
life, down to his seventy-nintli year, In which this is writ- 
ten. What reverses may attend the remainder Is in the 
band of Providence; but, if they anive, the reflection on past 
happiness enjoyed ought to help his bearing them with more 
realgnatJon. To Temperanee he ascribes Ms long continued 
health, and what is still left to him of a good coueUtntion; 
to Jiulii«Irv and Frvgalify, the early easiness of his dream- 
stances and acquisition of his fortune, with all that knowl- 
edge that enabled him to be a useful dtizen, and obtained 
for him some dc^;ree of reputation among the learned. To 
BtncerUg and Justice, the confidence of his country, and the 
honorable employs It conferred upon bim ; and to the join 
influence of the whole masB of the virtuea, even in the im- 
perfect states he was able to acquire them, all that evenneei 
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of temper, Kud that cheeifnluesa in courersatlon, whldt 
makes Ills company stUl sought for, and agreeable eren to 
hla young acqu^ntances." He also remarks that "oo 
qoaUttea are so likely to make a poor man's fortune, as 
Quwe of prolMii and itUegrity." 

The last "virtue in his list, Swmility, was added 
at the snggestion of a Quaker friend. He 
"kiadlj" told Franklin that he was generally 
thought proud, that his pride showed itself fre- 
quently in conversation, and that he was not 
content with being in the right when discussing 
any point, hut was overbearing and lather inso- 
lent, of which several instances were given. 

" I cannot boast," hesayB, "of much success In acquiring 
the rtalitg of this virtue, bat I had a good deal with r^ard 
to tbe ^tpearance of iL I made It a rule to forbear all 
direct conbadlction to the sentiments of others, and all pos- 
Itive assertion of my own. ' ' ' When another asserted 
■omeBilng that- 1 thought an error, I denied myself the 
pleasure of contradicting him abruptly, and of showing im- 
mediately some absurdity In his proposition; and In ansirer- 
ing I b^an by observing, that. In certain cases or circum- 
stance*, bis opinion would be rl^t, but In the present case 
Qiere oipptartA or Kenud to me some difference, etc. I soon 
tooDd the advantage of this change In my manner; the con- 
versations I engaged In went on more pleasantly. The 
modest w^ In which I proposed my opinions, procured 
them a readier reception and less contradiction; I had less 
mortification when I was found to be in the wrong; and I 
more easily prevailed with others lo give up theii- mistakes 
and Join with me, when I happened to be in Uie right ' * 

"And to this habit (after my character of iut^irlty) I 
tUnk it principally owing, that I had early so uuch weight 
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wltb my leUoit dtlzeiu, wben I proposed new IsBHtatloiu 
or klteratlons In the old; md m> macb Influence In public 
oonndlt, when I become m member; for I wu but a bad 
qieskar, never eloquent, subject to mudi beeltoUon In m; 
choice of words, lurdly correct In langnage, mad yet I gener- 
aU7 carried m j point 

"InrealltT,;* he adds, "there Is peiiisps no one of our 
Bfttmal passions so hud to sabdoe as FriO^ Dlagulie It, 
Mnggle with It, stifle It, mortify It as ranch as one [deases, 
tt la still allTe, and will erery now and then peep ont and 
■how Iteelf; yon will see, pertu^, often In this hieUaj. 
For, eren If I could conceive that I had completely over' 
eome it, I should probably be protulc/ my Awnility." 

To the plan given above for the cultivation of 
tiie virtues, may properly be added some resolu- 
tions which he made about the same time, to 
assist him in living " in all respects like a ra- 
tional creature : "- 

"1. It Uneceaniy for me to be extremely fmgal for soma 
time, till I have paid what I owe. 

" 2. To endeavor ta speak truth In every instance, to give 
nobody expectations that are not likely to be answered, but 
aim at sincerity In every word and action ; the most amiable 
(xoelleuce In a rational being. 

"S. To apply myself Industriously to whatever business 
I take in hand, and not divert my mind from my bnalneis 
by any foolish project of suddenly growing rich ; for Indus- 
try and patience are the surest means of plenty. 

"4. Ireeolre to speak ill of no man whatever, not even 
In a matter of troth ; bat rather by some means excuse the 
faults I hear charged upon others, and, upon proper occa- 
sions, speak all the good I know of everybody." 

Franklin not only formed a plan for personal 



LITE OF BENJAMIN FBANKLIN. 127 

improi emeut, but also a scheme of wider scope, 
uo less than that of a United Party for Virtue, 
This was to be raised by " forming the virtuous 
and good men of all nations into a regular body, 
to be governed by suitable good and wise rules, 
which good and wise men may probably be more 
mumimous in their obedience to than common 
people are to common laws. I at present think," 
he added, " that whoever attempts this aiight, 
and is well qaslified, cannot fail of pleasing God, 
and of meeting with success." He formed a 
Bort of cieed, coutaiiiiDg what he believed to be 
the essentials of eveiy known religion, and upon 
which men of all leligious faiths might unite. 
It was this : 
"That thva la one Ood, wiko Dude all tlilnga. 
" That he gorenu the world by hla Providence. 
" That he ought to be worshipped by adoration, pn^er, 
■sd tbank^vlng. 

"Bat that the most acceptable lervice to Ood Is dolnit 
goodtomaiL 
" lliat the ftoul la ImmortftL 

" And that God will cert^nly leward virtue and ponlih 
vice, either here or hereafter." 

But the prosecution of the grand scheme was 
postponed &om time to time, owing, he says, to 
his then " narrow circumstances, and the neces- 
sity he was under of sticking to his buuness," 
and afterwards to "multifarious occupatious, 
public and private ;" till he was too old and in- 
fizm for such an enterprise. 

D,izMb>Goo^le 
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FrankliD Beema to have foi^otten that Jesoa 
ChriBt had already establifihed a society for the 
promotioii of piety and virtue, designed to em- 
brace the good and virtuoua of all nationa "in a 
grand brotherhood ; love to God and lore to 
man being its sablime prinoiple. 
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CHAPTER XVI. 

Poor Sichard'a Almanac, — Addreat to the Reader. 
— Eniffma^cal Propheciet. — Eara/^ue at an 
AucUon. 

Feabeun's fertile brain was ever devising 
BOme new scheme of practical utility. The plan 
foi a library having proved successful, he com- 
menced the next year, which was 1732, the pub- 
lication of an almanac. It was announced aa 
follows, in the Pemuglvania Gazette, December 
19th, 1782 : 

" Jiut pobllshed, tor 1733, An Alman&c, cout^ulng the 
Lnnstloiu, EcUpces, PUmeta' Uotions and Aspects, Weather, 
Soa Hul Moon's BUing and SetUng, High Water, Ac ; be- 
aldM man; pleaaant and witt; Terws, JeBtc and Sayingi ; 
Anthor'a Motive of Writing; Prediction of the Death of hia 
FHend, Hi-. Titan Loeda; Moon no Cuckold; Bachelor*! 
Folly; Panon'a Wine, and Baker*8 Pnddlng; Short Vislta; 
Elnga and Beara; New Faahiona; Game for Klsaes; Eather- 
Ine'a LoTe; Different Sentiment*; Signa of a Tempest; Death 
of a Elalieiman; Conjugal Debate; Men and Melons; The 
Prodigal; Breakfast in Bed; Oyster Lawsuit, Ac. By Rich- 
ard SanndeTB, Phllomat Printed and sold by B. Franklin." 

It was first published under the name of 
JBi^rd iSaandert, and was continued about 
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twenty-six years, being commonly ^own as 
Poor Richard t Almanac. 

" I «ndeaTored," says Franklin, " to maka It boUi enter- 
talnlng and useful, and It accordingly came to b« In nch 
demand that I reaped conaldeivble profit from It, Tending 
annually nearly ten thoniand." 

Three editions were called for before the end 
of January, and subsequently, though he pub- 
lished a latter number of copies, a Becond edition 
was often necessary to meet the demand. The 
almanac was a happy hit. It was a cheap yehi- 
cle for conveying instruction to the common 
people, who then bought very few books. The 
little spaces were filled with proverbial sen- 
tences,' inculcating industry and frugality as the 
means of procuring a competence, and, as he 
says, " thereby securing virtue ; it being more 
difficult for a man in want to act always hon- 
estly, as ' it is hard for an empty sack to stand 
upright.' " 

Instructive hints were given in matters of 
morality and religion. 

"And be not thou disturbed," the author says, in tlie 
almanac of 1739, " O gieat and sober nader, i^ among the 
many serions sentences In my book, Uioa flndest me trifling 
now and then, and talldug Idly. In all Uie diehes I have 
hitherto cooked for thee, there is solid meat enongh for thy 
money. There are scraps from the table of wisdom, that 
will, if well digested, yield strong nourishment for the mind. 
Bat sqaeamlsh stomachs cannot eat without pickles; which, 
It is ttue, are good for nothing else, but they provolce an xp- 
petitM. The v<dn yonth, that reads my almanac tor the saka 
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irf an ldl6 Joke, will, perh«pB, meet with > ■erioni reflection, 
tbftt he Duy the erer ftfter be the better for." 

Take, as an example of the amusing and in- 
Btructive, oae of his *' Enigmatical Prophecies, 
which thej that do not understand cannot well 
explain." 

'* Before the middle of thJ« year, a wind at H. East will 
arise, during which Hie teolcrq^ Me aea and riven will be Is 
mch a manner raised, that great part of the towns erf Bos- 
ton, Newport, New Tork, Philadelphia, the low lands of 
Haryland and YiigtnU, and the town of Charleston In South 
Carolina, will be under viater. Happy will it be for the sugar 
, and salt standing In the cellan of those places. If there be 
tight roofs and ceilings overhead ; otherwise, without being 
a Conjuror, a man tomj easily foretel that aach commodities 
will receive damage." 

Id the next number appeared the following 
explanation : 

"The water of the sea and rivers is raised In v^ton 
by the son, and is formed into clouds in the air, and 
thence descends In rains. Now, where there is rain over- 
bead [whidi frequently happens when the wind is at N. £.), 
the cities and places on the earth below are certaioly under 
water." 

In the almanac of 1757> appeared a kind of 
Bummaiy of these proyerbs, " the wisdom of 
manj ages and natioDS," in the form of a 
haraDgue, by a wise old man, to the people attend- 
ing an auction. Franklin thought that, in the 
fonn of a connected discourse, this condensed 
wisdom might make a greater impression. Kor 
was he disappointed. The piece met with extra 
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ordinary euocess. It was copied in all the news- 
papers of the coiintTj, was reprinted in Great 
Britain, on a lai^e sheet of paper, to be stuck up 
in houses, and at least three translations were 
made of it in France, where gieat numbers were 
bonght by the cleigy and gentiy, to distribute 
gratis among their poor parishioners and tenants. 

"In PennsylT&nla," aays n^nklln, "•* it disconraged 
QMiesB expense In fordgn superfluitled, lome thodght it had 
i^ aliare of iuilaence In prodocing that growing plenty <A 
money whlcb was obaerrable tot several yean alter ib) pnh- 
lieatlOD." 

The woid Rtehard was not retained in Da- 
boui^'s version, it signifying, in French, a rich 
man ; but a later translation entitled the piece 
La Science du Bonhonane Richard. A transla- 
tion into modem Greek appeared in 1833. 

The work was ingeniously introduced as fol- 
lows : 

" I stopt mj horse lately where a great number of people 
were collected at a vendue of merchant goods. The hour ot 
sale not being come, they were conversing on the hardness 
of the times, and one of the company called to a plain, clean 
old man, with white locks, 'Pray, Father Abraham, what 
think you of the times P Won't these heavy taxes quite min 
tbe oonnlryf How shall we be ever able to pay themf 
What would you advise us to?' ' * Father Abraliam 
■tood up and replied: 'If ye'd have my advice, I'll give it 
you in short, for "A. word to the wise Is enough," and 
"Many words won't fill a bushel," as Poor RiehaM says.' 
They Joined in desiring Mm to speak Lis mind, and gather- 
ing round him, he proceeded aa follows: 

" ■ Friends,' says he, ' and ne^bors, the taxes are Indeed 
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rtij bc»T7, snd If those laid on b; the govemmeat were tta« 
0DI7 ones we bad to pay, we might more easily discharge 
them ; but we have many others, and much more grtevous 
to (ome of lU. We are taxed twice as much b; our Idleness, 
three Umee as much b; our Pride, and four times u much 
by our FoUj, and from Qieae taxes the commlMloners cannot 
Queor deliTer iu b; allowing an abatement. 

" 'However, let ns hearken to good advice, and Bomethlng 
mj^bedonefcwna. ".Qod helps them that help thenuelvei," 
as Poor Blehatd says. 

"'I. It would be tJionght a baid government that should 
tax It* people one4eiith part of their time, to be employed 
with service. But Idleness taxes many of ns much more, 
If we reckon all that Is spent in absolute sloth, or doing of 
nothing, wlfti that which la spent in Idle employmeots or 
I, that amount to nothing. Sloth, by bringing on 
i, absolutely shortens life. "Sloth, like mst, con- 
sumes faster than labor wears, while the used key Is always 
bright," as Poor Kchard si^s. How much more than Is 
necessary do we spend in sleep! fo^etUng Oiat " The sleep- 
ing fox catches no poultry," and " There will be sleeping 
mongh in the grave," as Poor lUchard says. 

'"If time be, of all things, the most predoos, then 
" wasting time must be," as Poor Richard says, ' ' the great- 
est prodigality," since, as he elsewhere tells us, "Lost time 
is never foond again," and what we call "Time enou^, 
always proves little enough." Let us then up and be doing, 
and doing to the purpose; so by diligence shall we do more 
with less perplexity. " Sloth makes all things difficult, but 
Indostry all easy," as Foot Blchard says; and "He that - 
ilseth lal« must trot alt day, and shall scarce overtake his 
husiuess at nlghL" " While LazinesB travels so slowly that 
Poverty soon overtalces him," as we read in Poor Richard; 
who adds: "Drive the business, Ictnot that drive thee;" and 
"Bacly to bed, and early to rise, makes a man healthy, 
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Tealtb; and wise," m Poor Ricbftrd Buja. 

" ' So what BlgDlfles wlshiog and hoping for better times f 
Ws nuty make these tlmea better If we beaUr ounelves. 
" Indiutry need not wiah," m Poor Ricbafd says, and " Ho 
that Urea npon hope will die fasting." " There are no gains 
without p«Ins;" then "Help hands, for I have no lands," 
or, if I have, they are smiutly taxed. And, as Foot Rich- 
ard likewise observes, " He that hath a trade hath an estate," 
and "He that hath a calling hath an office of profit and 
honor;" but then the trade must be worked at, and the call- 
ing well followed, or neither the estate nor the office will 
ffliahle us to pay our taxes. If we are Industrious we shall 
usrerstarre; for, as Poor JUchard saya, "At the working- 
man's home hunger looks in, but dares not enter." ' * * 
Work while it la colled To-day, for you know not how much 
you may be hindered to-morrow, which makes Poor Blchard 
saj: "One to-day is worth twoto-moirowa;" and, farther, 
"Hare you somewhat to do to-morrow f Bolt to-day." If 
you were a seiraut, would yon not be ashamed that a good 
master should catch you idle? Are you then your own mas- 
terf "Be ashamed to catch yourself idle," as Poor Blck 
says. When there is so much to be done for yourself, your 
family, foax country, be up by peep of day: " Let not the 
Sun look down and say, In^Iorloua herelie Uetl" Handle 
your tools without mittens; remember that "The cat In 
gloves catches no mice," as Poor Richard says. 'Tis true 
there Is much to be doue, and perhqra you are weak-handed ; 
but stick ta it steadily, and you will see great eQects, for 
"Continual dropping wears away stones," and " By diligence 
■ndpa^euce the mouse ate in two the cable;" and "Little 
strokes fell great oaks," as Poor Richard says In his alma- 
nack, the year I cannot just now remember. Metbinks I 
hear some of you say, " Must a raau afford himself no Ici- 
Bure?" IwlUtellihee, my friend, what Poor Richard says: 
" Empk^ thy time well, if thou meanest to gain leUurt;;iuid 
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dnea thou art not rare of a minute, throw not imtj an 
honf." Lelinre la time for doing something uaeful; thli 
lelrare the diligent mtm will obtain, bat the lazyman never; 
for " A life of laziness and a life of leuure are two things." 
"Ifaoy without labor would live by their wits onl;, but 
tbey Iireak for want of stock;" whereas Industry gives com- 
fort, and plenty, and reapecL " Plj pleaaures, and they will 
follow you." " The diligent spinner has a large sliift, and 
now J liave a sheep and a cow, everybody Iilds me good 



'"II. Butwith our Industry, we mnat likewise be steady, 
MtUed and careful, and oreisee our own affairs with onr own 
eyee, and not trust loo much to others; for, as PoorUchard 
Mve: 

" I nerer saw an oft-removed tree. 
Nor yet an nft-removed family, 
That throve so well as those that settled be." 
And again: "Tliree removes are as bad aa a Ore;" and 
^aln, "Keep tby shop, and thy shop will keep thee;" and 
igaln, " If you would tkave your business done, go; if not, 
send." And again; 

" He that by the plough would thrive. 
Himself most either hold or drive." 
And again, "THe eye of a master will do more work than 
both ids hands;" and again, "Want of care does ns more 
damage than.want of knowledge;" and again, "Nottoover* 
Me workmen is to leave them your purse open." TnisUug 
too much to others' care Is the ruin of many; for " In the 
affairs of tlds world men are saved, not by f^th, but by the 
want of It; " but a man's own care Is profitable, for " If yon 
would have a faithful serrant, and one that you like, serve 
jouiaelt" "A little neglect may breed great mischief ; t<a 
want of a nail the shoe was lost; for want of a shoe the 
horse was lost; and for want of a horse the rider was lost, 
being overtaken and slain by the enemy, all for want of a 
Uttle care about a hors»4hoe nalL" 
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" 'm. So much for induatir, my Mendi, aad attention ~ 
to one's own bosineBs; bnt to these we must add Frt^aUt;, 
If we would make onr ludnatr; more certainly aacceasfnl. 
A man may, II he knowa not how to save as he gets, keep 
Ua nose all his life to the grindatone, and die not worth a 
groat at last. " A fat kitchen makes a lean mill;" and 
"Many estates are spent in the getting. 
Since women for tea forsook ipinning and knitting, 
And men for punch fonook hewing and splitting." 

'"And farther, "What maintains one vice would bring 
op two children." ■ ■ - • Beware of little expenses; 
"A small leak will sink a great ship," as Poor Richard says, 

* ' ' and, moieoTer, "Fools make feasts, and wise men 
eat them." 

" 'Here you are all got together at this TCndne (d fineries 
and Htl<'V"V>« You call them goods, but if you do not 
take care, they will prove evils to some of you. Tou expect 
they will be sold chei^, and perhaps they may for less than 
they cost, but If you have no occasion for them, they must 
be doar to you. Remember what Poor Richard says : " Buy 
what thou hast no need of, and ere long thou shalt sell thy 
necessaries;" and again, "At a great pennyworth pause 
awhile." ' * ' "Silks and satins, scarlet and velveta, 
have put out the kitchen fire," as Poor lUChard says, ' ' 
And again, " Pride Is aa loud a beggar as want, and a great 
deal more saucy. ■ ■ • ■ Prlde that dines on vauilj, 
sups on contempt," as Poor Blchard says. And, in another 
place, "Pride breakfasted with plenty, dined with poverty, 
and supped with infamy." ■ ■ • • 

" ' But vrliat madness it must be to run in debt for these 
superfluities. We are offered by the terms of this vendue, 
§bt months' credit; ■ ■ ■ ■ but, ahl think what you do 
when ;oa run in debt. You give to another power ora 
TOUT liberty. If jou cannot pay at the Ume, yon wlU be 
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Utumed to see yonr creditor; fou will be In fear when you 
■pe&k to him ; you will mftke poor, pitiful, sneaking excuses, 
and by d^rees come to lose your veracity, and sink Into 
base, downright lying; for, as Poor Richard says, "The sec- 
ond vice is lying, the first is running in debt." And again, 
to the same pmpOBa, " Lying rides upon Debt's hack." ' ■ 
Bat porer^ often deprlyes a nxan of ail spirit and virtue. 
'"Tis bard for an empty bag to stand upright," aa Poor 
Bichard says. ■ • ■ ■ Then since, as he says, "Th« 
borrower is a slave to the lender, and the debtor to the cred- 
itor," disdain the claim, preserve your freedom, and main- 
tain your independency. Be induatrlout andjree; bejnigal 
<Btd free. ' ' Qaia may be temporary and uncertain, 
but ever while you live, expense is constant and certain, and 
'"TI* easier to build two chinmeys, than to keep one In 
fuel," aa Poor Richard says. So, " Bather go to bed aupper- 
ItM, than rise in debt." 

•• *17kls doctrine, my friends, is reason and wladom; but, 
after all, do not depend too mncb upon your own Industiy, 
■ad frugality, and prudence, though excellent things; for 
tbey may all be blasted, without the blessing of Heaven; 
■ad therefore, ask that blessii^ humbly, and Iw not unchar- 
itable to those that at present aeem to want it, but comfort 
and help them. Remember, Job suffered, and was after- 
wards proeperons. 

'"And now, to oonclude: "Experience keeps a dear 
idiool, but fools will leam in no other," as Poor Richard 
■ays: and scarce In that, for it Is true "We may give advieei 
but we caoaot give conduct." However, remember this: 
" They that will not be counselled, cannot be helped;" and, 
further, "If you will not hear Reason, she will surely rap 
yonr knuckles," as Poor Richard says.' 

Thus the old gentleman ended his harangue. The people 
heard it, and approved the docbrlne, and — fcunedutelyprao- 
Uesd Ute contrary." 
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CHAPTER XVn. 

EmplojftMnt for Woman, — ^ttdHtthes a Print- 
ing-offiee %n Oharlttton. — What a Woman did. 
JPoreign Langvagea. — Playing Chest. — The 
Studg of Languages. — Fwi'rt Boston. — CaUs 
at Newport, — James FrankUn, — A Reconcili' 
ation. — Deidh of his Son Francis. — The 
Junto.~New Cluhs, — In Pvhlie Life.—Clerk 
<(f the Assembly. — Suiduing a Poe. — Becomes 
Depvity-Postmaster, — New Pro^erity. — Sis 
Newspaper, — Municipal Improvements. — CH^ 
Watch. — Fire Company . 

EvxN when a young man, Franklin waa a 
practical philosopher, and introduced or sug- 
gested many improvements which liave since 
been widely adopted. The providing employ- 
ment for. women, especially for young women, is 
a subject which much engages the attention of 
philanthropists and social scientists in our time. 
But Fi-anMin was before them. In ITSSlie sent 
one of hia journeymen, with press and type, to 
Chaiieston, South Carolina, to set up the print- 
ing business, on an agreement that he was to re- 
ceive one-thii-d of the profits, and pay one-third 
of the ezpense. The man made some remit- 
tances, but being ignorant of keeping accounts. 
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never gave a eatisfoctoiy statement of the busi- 
nesa. 

"On hlj decesM," sayB FranUtn, "the bnsliieH vu eca- 
tlBoed by hie widow, who, being bom and bred In HoUand, 
where, u I have been Inlonned, the knowledge of accooula 
nukea B port of fem&le edncation, she not only tent me as 
clear a Btatemenl u she conld find of the transactioiis past, 
Init continued to account, with the greateet regujarity and 
exactness, every quarter afterwatda; and managed the biui- 
nera with anch snccess, that she not only reputably bronght 
np a family of chlldien, but, at the expiration of the term, 
was able to purchate of me the printing-house, and establish 
ber son f n It. 

"Imentlon thla affair," he adds, "chieflyforthe sake of 
i«conunendlng that branch of education for oar young wo- 
men, M Ufcely to be of more use to them and their children, 
in ease of widowhood, than either music or dancing." 

The same year, he entered upon the study of 
foreign languages. He was soon able to read 
French with facility, and then he commenced 
Italian, with a friend. This &iend was fond of . 
chess, and used to tempt Franklin to play with 
him. Finding thb took up too much of the 
time he had to spare for study, he refused to 
play any more, " unless the -victor, in every game, 
should have a right to impose a task, either of 
parts of the grammar to be got by heart, or in 
translations ; which task the vanquished was to 
perform, upon honor, before our next meeting. 
As we played pretty equally," he adds, " we 
thus beat one another in that to langoage." 
With a "httle pains-taking," he also made 
himself familiar with Spanish. i,',oo<;lc 
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AJreooIj, whea veiy ;oung, he had had a 
year's instruction in Latin, but aftetwarda had 
entirely neglected that language. Hia acquisi- 
tion of French, ItaUaa and Spanish now led him 
to look over a Latin Testament, to ascertmi 
how much he knew of that tongue. To his sur- 
prise he understood much more of it than he ex- 
pected, and he was encouraged to apply himself 
^Eun to the study of it, and with the more 
success, from the preceding languages having 
greatly smoothed the way. 

His experience in these studies led him to 
make a suggestion, upon which many in our day 
are inclined to act, whether as teachers. or in 
personal study. It was, that instead of begin- 
ning with Latin, the study of which was sup- 
posed to render easier the attainment of modem 
languages, but which afterward was often neg- 
lected, we should rather begin with the French, 
and then advance to the Italian and Latin. 

"For dough," lie sa^rs, "after spending the sune time 
they Bhould quit Qie itudj ot languagea, and never arrive At 
the Latin, they would, however, hare acquired another 
tongue or two, that, being In modern use, might be service- 
able to them In modem life." 

In the year 17S4, ten year^t after hiii visit to 
Boston, at the advice of Gov. Keith, he made a 
journey thither to visit hia relations. He was 
now in easier circumstances, and was able to 
fulfil his long cherished purpose. On his way 
he called at Newport, Rhode Island, to see bis 
brothef James, who had removed his press to 
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that town. Years and sicknesB seem to have 
mellowed the heart of the elder brother, for 
James was fast decllDing in health, and the 
meeting was cordial and affectionate. It was 
now Benjamin's turn to do a favor, which his 
brother requested of him, namely, to take home 
bis son, then a lad of tea years, and bring him 
np to the printing busineBS. IVanklin accepted 
tiie trust, and went beyond bis promise, for be 
sent bis nephew to school a few years before he 
took him into the office. '^And when he was 
grown up, and was to return to Newport to take 
chaige of the business, which his mother bod 
kept pip during his minority, Franklin furnished 
liim an assortment of new types. It was noble 
to show such kindness to one who had greatly 
wronged him and treated bim in a manner most 
nnbiotherly, and even to regard himself as bis 
debtor ; for " thus it was," he says, " that I 
made my brother ample amends for the service I 
had deprived him of by leaving him so early." 

Franklin has left no account of bis visit at 
Boston. He bad now no apologies to make, and 
no favors to ask. By inviucible industry be bad 
conquered every difficulty, and won bis way to 
independence, and to the consideration of bis 
fellow-men. He was now twenty-eight years of 
^e, a married man, a father, an influential clti- 
sen. It would be pleasant if he had told us 
something about his reception at his former 
home, and had given us some of bis reflections 
apou men and things in tho old Puritan town. 
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Probably his stay was short, for Franklin was 
not a man to waste time, even among friends, 
when business at borne needed hie personal 
attention. 

In the year 1736, six years after bis marrii^e, 
the joy which had gladdened bis boosebold for 
four yetirs was turned to bitterness. Little ' 
Fiuncis, the only son of Benjamin and Deborah, 
"a fine boy," "the delight of all tiiat knew 
him," died of the smaJl-poz. " I long regretted 
him bitterly," says Franklin ; and thirty-six years 
after the event, be wrote to his sister Jane : " To 
this day I cannot think of him without a sigh." 
Franklin was no sentimentalist, as everybody 
knows, but neither was be the stoic that some 
have perhaps taken him to be. He had trained 
himself to be calm and collected, to endure with 
equanimity the triab that come to a man in the 
afiairs of business, and the conflicts of the world ; 
but he had a tender heart, and such a sorrow as 
this which befell him left a wound that never 
healed. Perhaps this was sent to counteract the 
materialistio tendencies of certain opinions which 
he had taken up. The memory of that dead 
child of his love may have been an inspiration 
and a guide in after years beyond all his philos- 
ophy. 

The Junto, of which mention baa already been 
made, was intended to be known only to the 
members, twelve in number, in order to prevent 
application of improper persons for admittance. 
But the club " was found so useful, and afforded 
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SQcli aatisfacUoD to the members, that some were 
desirous of iDtroducmg their friends." Franklin 
opposed this, but suggested another plan, that 
each member should endeavor to form a subor* 
dinate club, without disclosing its connection with 
the Junto. Thus so many more young citizens 
would be benefited; the members of the Junto 
would be better informed of the gener^ senti- 
menta of the people on any occasion ; their par- 
ticolar interests in business would be promoted 
by more extensive recommendation ; and their 
influence in publio affiiirs increased, as well aa 
their power of doing good by speading through 
the several clul» the sentiments of the Junto. 

The project was approved, but only five or six 
dnltt were formed, bearing such names as The 
Tine, The Union, The Band. They benefited 
Uie members, and afforded to the ordinal Junto 
a great deal of information and amusement, each 
member having to report to the Junto what 
passed at his separate club. 

Franklin now began to make his first appear- 
ance in publio life. In 1736, being thirty-one 
years of age, he was unanimously chosen Clerk 
of the General Assembly of Pennsylvania. The 
next year there was a slight opposition from a 
new member, who had a favorite candidate 
whom he recommended in a long speech. But 
Franklin was again chosen. The office was quite 
a desirable one, as, besides the salary, it helped 
to secure the public piinting. Naturally, there- 
fore, he did not like the opposition of this mem- 

r,„o8ic 
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ber, " who was a gentleman of fortune and edu- 
cati4>n, with talents that were likely to give him. 
in time, great influence in the House." 

Franklin took a charaoteristio method of dis- 
arming his opposition and gaining his friendship. 

"H&Tlng heard," &« aayi, "Qiat he had ia hU Uhrarj a 
eertkim Terj scarce amd cuHone book, I wrote a note to him, 
ex^nwing n^ detire of penuhig Uut book, and reqaestlng 
th&t he would do me the favor (d leading it to me for a few 
days. He Bcmt it lmmedlal«lj, and I returned It In about » 
week, with another note, eac^esdng Btrongly Qm sense of 
Uie favor. When we next met in the Honae, be spoke to me, 
which he had never done before, and with great dvility; and 
he ever after mauifoBted a readlnees to Mire me on all occa- 
dona, BO that we became great friends; and our friendship 
conUnued to bis death. 

" This is another instance," he adds, " of the buth of an 
old m&xim I had learned, which «aya, ' He that has once 
done you a kindness will be more ready to do yon another, 
Ihaa he whom yon yoniself have obliged. And It shows 
how much more profitable It is prudently to remove, than to 
r«sent, letom and continue, inimical proceedli^." 

In 17S7 he met with another piece of good 
fortune, or, rather, his industry and integrity 
were i-ewarded, in his being appointed deputy- 
postmaster at Philadelphia. Colonel Spottewood, 
not long before Governor of Yiiginia, and then 
Postmaster General, had becsome dissatisfied with 
Mr. Bradford, for his carelessness and negligence 
in keeping and rendering his accounts, and took 
away his commission. Franklin found the office 
of great advantage ; for, though the salary was 
email, it facilitated the correspondence that im 
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proved his newspaper, increased the subscriptioa 
list and the number of advertisements, and thus 
afforded him a considerable income. His old com- 
petitor's newspaper declined, though Franklin 
disdained to imitate his predecessor's meanness 
by refusing to permit hia papers to be carried by 
the post-riders. He adds that, from Mr. Brad- 
ford's misfortune, young men in others' employ 
may learn a lesson as to rendering accounts and 
making remittances with great clearness and 
promptness. The character thus aoq^uired is 
" the most powerful of all recommendations to 
new employments and increase of business." 

It was, doubtless, with some feeling of ezulta- 
liou that Franklin inserted the following notice 
in his newspaper : 

"October S7(li, 17ST.— Notice Is hereby given tlutt tbe 
port-office of Philadelphia U nowhept atB. FranUln's, In 
Market Street; and that Henry Pratt la appointed Riding 
Foetmaater for all Qm stages betveen Philadelphia and Kew- 
port in Virginia, who sets out about tbe beginning of each 
mouth, and returns In twenty-four days; by whom gentle- 
men, merchants and others, may have their letters carefully 
eonveyed, and bualnou faithfully traoMCted, he having 
ejven good security for the same to the Honorable Colonel 
Spottowood, Pottmoater^^^eneral of all his Uajesty's Domln- 
kms In America." 

The new deputy at once bronght order out of 
confusion, and introduced important improve- 
ments. An advertisement, dated April 14, 1743, 
informed tbe public that, 

"After thl> week, tbe aorthetn poit will set out for Haw 

Coogk 



146 UFB OF BENJAHIK TRASKUS. 

Xbrk on TbnrsdayH, aUthree o'clock In tbe afternoon, tU 
ChrlBtmas. The southem post sets ont next Alonda; U eight 
o'cl(x± for Annapolia, emd continnea going ever; fortnight 
during the Hammer BOaaon." 

Duriog the rest of tbe season, the post between 
Philadelphia and New York went only once a 
fortnight. 

Franklin's ingenious public spirit now began 
to originate municipal improvements. He *' put 
his thought into Philadelphia, and in twenty-five 
years organized its municipal a&iis, its education 
and charity, more wisely than any city in the 
world." The fiistmeasure he attempted was the 
improvement of the city-watch. 

" It wu then managed," be says, " by the constables of 
the reapecdve warda in tam; the conBtable Bummoned a 
nnmb«r of housekeepers to attend hfm for the night. ThoBe 
who chose never to attend paid him six slillllngs to be exr 
cosed, which was saf^osed to go to hiring substitutes, [but 
which for the most part went into hla pocketa;] and the con- 
stable for a little drink often got such ragamuffins about him 
as a watch, as respectable bouselieepers didnotchooae totnix 
with. Walking the rounds, too, was often n^lected, and 
most of the nights spent In tippling. I thereupon wrote & 
paper to be read in the Junto, repreaenticg these tiregalar- 
Ities, but insisting more particularly on the inequality of the 
'Six shilling tax of the conatahie; since a poor widow house- 
keeper, oU whose property to lie guarded by the watch did 
not, perhaps, exceed the value of fifty pounds, paid as much 
as the wealthiest merchant" 

Franklin proposed that suitable men for the 
duty be appointed, and paid by an equitable tax 
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on the citizens, wliich plan was aubBtantially 
adopted after a few years. 

About this time (1737), Franklin wrote a pa- 
per for the Junto, which was afterwards pub- 
hshed, on accidents by fire. This resulted buuu 
after iQ the formation of a hi-e-compauy, named 
The Union Fire Company, which included, also, 
mutual aesistance in removing and secuiiiig 
goods wheu in danger. Thirty associates were 
soon found. Each member was required to keep 
always in good order a certain number of leath- 
ern buckets, with strong bags and baskets for 
packing and transporting goods, which were to 
be brought to every fire. Once a month a social 
evening was spent in taUung over the subject of 
flies, and their management. 

The benefit of this organization was at once so 
apparent that one fii'c company after another 
sprung up, till they became so numerous as to 
include -most of the male property-holdei's. Fifty 
years afterwards, Franklin and cue other person 
were the only surviving constituent members of 
the Union company. 

" The fines," he then remarked, " that have been paid by 
member* for absence at the monthly meetings, have been ap- 
plied to the purchase of fire-ei^inee, ladders, fire-hooks and 
otberuseful implements for each company; so thatlqaestion 
whether there le a city In tbe wocld better provided with the 
means of putting a stop to b^lnolng confiagratlons ; and, in 
fad, since these Institutions, the city has never lost by fire 
more than one or two houses at a time ; and the flamea have 
often been extingidslied before the house In which thej 
began has been half -consumed." 
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CHAPTER XVin. 

George WMt^ld. — A Meetinff-htnue. — Orphan 
Motut in Georgia. — Franklin's Pocketa Emp- 
tied. — The Quaker'a Reply. — FranklirCt In- 
timacy with Whitfield. — Whitfield's Voice. — 
Sis Old and New Sermons.^-Letter to Whit- 
field.-^ Franklin's Iteligious Views. — Prosper' 
ity in Business. — Vietos of Partnership. — 
FrajikUn's Store. — In Boston. — Br. Spence. — 
Electrical Experiraevts. — Electrical Kiss. — 
Magical Picture. — The Conspirators. — BUe- 
trical Pie-nic. — Electricity and Lightning. — 
BU Beputation in England, — The Royal So- 
ciety. 

IH the year 17S9, that lemarkable preacher, 
Bey. George Whitfield, of England, arriTed in 
Philadelphia. He had won great celebrity in 
his own country by his extraordinary eloquence 
and zeal. In Philadelphia some of the clei^y 
received him coldly and refused him their pul- 
pits, but multitudes of all deoominations flocked 
to hear him, in the fields. It was soon proposed 
to erect a building in which he might preach, 
and money enough for the purpose was at once 
raised. A house one hundi-ed feet long and 
seventy broad was in a abort time finished, the 
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property being vested in trustees, expressly for 
the use of any preacher of any religious persuasioa 
vho might desire to say something to the people 
at Philadelphia; "so that," says Franklin, "even 
if the Mufd of Constantinople were to send a 
missiouary to preach Mshometanism to ub, he 
would find a pulpit at his service." 

Franklin doubtless had a hand in the erection 
of an edifice on so libend a basis ; and the inter- 
est wbich we may readily suppose him to have 
taken in this affair, in &vor of free speech 
against the narrowness that would have silenced 
Whitfield, raay have first led to that intimate 
fiiendship which existed between them thivsugh 
life, wliolly unlike as they were in many re- 
spects, and especially in religious doctrines. 
Whitfield was all on fire with religious zeal, and 
held to some of the most rigid tenets of Calvin- 
ism, while Franklin was a calm philosopher, 
who thought little of dc^:ma and everything of 
practical morality. It is to the credit of both 
that they could be sincere mutual fiiends, each 
discerning and respecting the good that was in 
the other. 

Frankliu mentions an incident which shows 
this preacher's " wonderful power over the hearts 
and purses of his hearers." Whitfield, during a 
visit to Georgia, formed the plan of an Orphan 
House to be established in that colony, and on 
bis return to Philadelphia be solicited contribu- 
tions in aid of tlie object. Franklin, while ad- 
miring the benevolence of the design, thought it 
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better that the iostitutioD be established in Phil- 
adelphia, and Uie poor children brought to it 
bom Georgia, which plan, in his opinion, would 
be attended with far leas expense. He therefore 
refused to contribute to Mr. Whitfleld'a plan. 
But the philosopher had to bow to the preacher. 

" I ht^pened soon after," lie Baja, " to Attend one of h]i 
aenaont, In the conne of which I perceived he Intended tfl 
finish with a collection, uid I silentl; resolred he should get 
nothing from me. I had in my pocket a handful of copper 
moner, three or tour ailver dollan, and five pistoles in gold. 
Aa he proceeded I began to soften, and concluded to give 
the copper. Ajiotlier atiDke of hia oratory made me 
ashamed of that, and determined me to give the silver; and 
he finished so admirably, that I emptied my pocket wholly 
into the collector's diah, gold and all. 

"At this sermon there was also one of onr club, who, 
being of my sentiments respecting the boUdlng In Gkorgia, 
and suspecting a coUecUon might be intended, had by pre- 
caution emptied his pockets i>efore he came from home. 
Towards the conclusion of the discourse, however, he felt a 
strong inclination to give, and implied to a neighbor, who 
stood near him, to lend him some money for the purpose. 
The request was fortunately made to perhaps the only man 
In the company, who had the firmness not to be affected by 
the preacher. His 'answer was, ' At any other Ume, friend 
Hopkins, I would lend to thee freely; but not now; for 
thee seems to be out of thy right senses.' " 

Franklin had a very high regard for Whitfield. 
" He is a good man, and I love him," he wrote 
to bis brother. 

Franklin gives the following instanoe of Uie 
terms on which they stood. 

D,izMb>Goo^lc 
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"Upon one of his anivftlB from England at Boston, hti 
wrote to me that he Bhould come soon to Philadelpbia, hut 
knew not where he conld lodge when there, as he nndentood 
hii old friend Mid host, Mr. Benezet, was removed to Ger- 
nuntown. Hy answer was, 'You know my hoora; If 70a 
can make shift with its scanty accommodation, you will be 
moet heartily welcome.' He replied, that if I made that 
Und ofler for Christ's sake, I should not miss of a reward, 
Andlretumed, 'Don't let me bo mistaken; it was not for 
Cluist's sake, but for your sake.'" 

Which, doubtless, was the simple fact, Frank- 
lin, in making the invitation, thinking only of 
acoommodsting his fitend. 

" Whitfield had a loud dear Tolce, and articolated bit 
words ID perfectly," says Franklin, " that he might be heard 
and understood at a great distance. He preached one evea- 
log from the top of tba Court-house steps, which are in the 
middle of Market Street, and on the west side of Second 
Street, which crosses it at right angles. Both streets were 
filled with his bearers to a considerable distance. Being 
among the liindmost In Market Street, I had the curiosity 
to learn how far he could be beard, by retiring backwards 
down the street towards the river; and I found Ills voice 
distinct till I came near Front street, when some noise in 
that street obscured it. Imagining then a semicircle, of 
which my distance should be the radius, and that It was 
filled with anditors, to each of whom I allowed two square 
feet, I computed that he might be well heard by more than 
thirty thousand. This reconciled me to the newspaper 
accounts of his having preached to twenty-five thousand 
people in the fields, and to tbe history of generals harang- 
uing whole armies, of which I had lometJmeg doubtsd. 

"By hearing him often I came to dlitingolsh easily be- 
tween Mrmoni newly composed, and thoee which be had 
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often praadLed In Ui<» coarse of his tnTels. HiB dellrery ol 
the latter was to improved by frequent lepetitions, that 
every accent, eveiy emphasis, erery modulaUon of voles, 
waa so perfectly well tnned and well placed, that, without 
being interested in the subject, one could not help being 
pleased with tlio discoune; a pleasure of much the same 
kind y/ith that recdved from an excellent piece of music." 

A correspondence seems to have been kept ap 
between Franklin and WliiMeld. In 1764, the 
former vrote the following : 

"Your frequently repeated wishes for my eternal aa wdl 
as my temporal happiness, are very obliging, and I can only 
thanlc you for them, and offer you mine in return. I have 
myself no doubt that I shall enjoy as much of both as ia 
proper for me. That Being who gave me existence, and 
through (dmost threescore years has been continually shower- 
ing his favors upon me, whose very chastisements have 
been blessings to me, can I doubt Ifaal he loves meF And, 
if tie loves me, can I dontit Uiat he will go on to take care of 
me, not only here but hereafter? This to some may se^u 
presumption; to me it appears thel>est grounded hope; hope 
of the future bulU on experience of the past." 

Franklin's biisineas was now constantly im- 
proving. He printed many books, most of them, 
it appears, theological ; his general printing in- 
creased, and his newspaper, haviug a wide oircu- 
latioQ, being almost the only one in Pennsylva- 
nia and the neighboring provinces, had now be- 
come very profitable. 

" I experienced," he says, " the truth of the otMervatioa, 
that after getting the first four hundred pounds, it is more 
easy to get the seeond, money Itself being of a prolific 
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He estftblished Beveral of Ms worl^men is 
boBiness in difFeieiit coIonieB, on the same prin- 
ciple of partnership that had succeeded bo well 
in South Carolina. An agreement of this kind 
existed between Franklin and James Parker at 
New York, for many years. Most of the part- 
ners did well, being able, at the end of the term 
of union, which was six years, to purchase the 
types, furnished by Franklin, and to conduct 
bnsiiiess for themselves. In every case the part- 
nership was carried on and ended amicably, 
"owing, I think," says Fianklin, "a good deal 
to the precaution of baring very explicitly set- 
tled, in our articles, everything to be done by or 
expected fi-om each partner, so that there was 
nothing to dispute ; which precaution," he adds, 
" I would recommend to all who enter into part- 
nerships; for, whatever esteem partnera may 
have for, and confidence in, each other at the 
time of the contract, little jealousies and dis- 
gnsta may arise, with ideas of inequality in the 
care and burden, which are often attended with 
breach of friendship and of the connection; 
perhaps with lawsoits and other disagreeable 



It was about this time, la 1742, that Franklin 
invented " an open stove for the better warming 
of rooms, and at the same time saving fuel," 
which has always borne his name. He presented 
the model to Mr. Robert Grace, one of his early 
iziends, who had an iron-furnace, and who 
"found the casting of the plates for these stoves 

, . .Cookie 
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a profitable thing." To increase the demand, 
Franklin wrote and published a pHmphlet, en- 
titled, An Account of the new-invented Penn- 
aylvanian Fire-places, etc. Grovemor Thomas 
was so much pleased with the stove as to offer 
Fi-anklin a patent for the sole right of sale 
for a term of years ; but, he says, " I declined 
it from a principle which has ever weighed with 
me on such occasions, viz.: Thai as ice et^oy 
great advanta^ea from the inventions of oiiera, 
tee ahould be glad of an oppojininitg to serve 
others by any invention of ours; and this we 
should do freely and generously ." 

An ironmonger of London, having read Frank- 
lin's pamphlet, published it as his own, after a 
few changes, and taking out a patent of the in- 
vention, made a little fortune by it. 

In the year 1746, Franklin, being in Boston, 
on business connected probably with the defense 
of Philadelphia, made the acqu^ntanca of Dr. 
Spence, recently from Scotland, and saw him 
perform some electrical experiments. Electric- 
ity was then scarcely a science. From that 
time it was destined to assume a new dignity. 
Franklin's curiosity was greatly excited by what 
he saw, and, on his return to Philadelphia, he 
commenced a series of ingenious experiments 
with a glass tube lately received from London, 
which awakened universal wonder. Writing 
next year to a friend, he says : " I never was be- 
fore engaged in any study that so totally en- 
gi'ossed my attention and my time, as this has 
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lately done ; for what with making experiments 
when I can be alone, and repeating them to my 
friends and acquaintance, who, from the novelty 
of the thing, come continually in crowds to see 
them, I have, daring some months past, had 
little leisure for anything else." Experiments 
that seem trite to us, had then the wonderful 
charm of novelty. A new world was opened. 
" We light candles just blown out," says Frank- 
lin, speaking of the Leyden jar, " by drawing a 
spark among the smoke, between the wire and 
snuffers. We cepiesent %htning, by passing 
the wire in the dark, over a China plate, that 
has gilt flowers. We electrize a person twenty 
01 more times rimning, with a touch of the fin- 
ger on the wire, thus; he stands on wax. 
Give him the electrized bottle in his hand. 
Touch the wire with your finger, and then 
touch his hand or tace ; there are sparks every- 
time." Franklin got up an "Electrical Kiss," 
which amused everybody. " Let A and B stand 
on wax, or A on wax, and B on the floor; give 
one of them the electrized phial in hand; let 
the other take hold of the wire ; there will be a 
smaU spark ; but when their lips approach, they 
will be struck and shocked." He invented a 
" Counterfeit Spider," made of burnt cork, with 
lege of liaea thread, and a grain or two of lead 
Btuck in him, to give him more weight, and by 
means of electricity, he made him spiing back 
and forth, "playing with his legs in a very en- 
tertaining manner, appearing perfectly alive to 

Cookie 
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persons unacquainted." With becoming loyalty 
to science and King George the second, he in- 
vented a " MagiQal Picture." There was a large 
mezzotinto of his Majesty frith a frame of glasa, 
having a little movable gilt ciown on his head. 
The picture being electrified, whoever took hold 
of the frame with one hand, touching its inside 
gilding, and with the other attempted to take 
off the crown, would receive a terrible blow, and 
fiul in the attempt. " If," says Franklin, " the 
picture were highly charged, the consequence 
might perhaps be as fatal as that of high trea- 
son ; " and he adds, " if a ring of persons take 
tiie shock among them, the experiment ia called, 
The Gofupiratort. Sometliing more than a score 
of years later, Franklin, with other " conspirar- 
tois," saooeeded in wresting, if not the crown, 
yet the biightest gem from the crown, of another 
George. Franklin tamed his electricity upon 
hens and turkeys, and other small animals, prov- 
ii^ its power to take away life. Thus he went 
on, making a great variety of experiments, whioh 
were leading him to the grand discovery of the 
identity of lightning and electricity. 

"Bat the hot weather coming on," he uyB, " when «leo- 
trlud eq>ei!iiueatB were not m agreeable, it was propoaed to 
put an «iid to them for this seuon, Bomewhat humoroiuly, 
laapartrof pleaaoreonthebankiof theSchaylklU. Spirits, 
at the tame time, are to be fired bj a spark sent from stde to 
■Ue thront^ the river, without any other conductor than 
the water, an experiment which we eometline eince per- 
fooMd to the amuement of nuny. A torkey la to be 
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killed for our dinner b; the eleetrital thoeJc, and roosted bj 
the electrical Jade, before a fire kindled by the electrified 
bottle; when Uie healths of all the famous eleclridaiu In 
England, Holland, Prance and Germany, are to be drank In 
efecbi/Iad dumpers, under the discharge of guns from the 
elecb-leal battery." 

The hamper was a small, thin, glass tumbler, 
nearly filled with wine, and electrified as the 
bottle. This when bronght to the lips gave a 
shook. 

It was in 1747, that Franklin ventured the 
conjecture that electricity and lightning were 
the same. Two years later, "he conceived," 
says Stuber, " the astonishingly bold and grand 
idea of ascertaining the truth of his doctrine, by 
actually drawing down the lightning, by means 
of sharp-pointed iron rods, raised into the region 
of the clouds." Meanwhile, he tried humbler 
methods of veiifying his theory. And even at 
this period he suggested the idea of protecting 
housea and ships by means of pointed rods. 

Franklin's experiments did not at first meet 
with much respectful attention in England. 
Some letteiB of his to a friend in London con- 
taining an account of them, though permitted 
to be read before the Royal Society, were not 
then thought worth being printed in iJieir Trans- 
actions, and one paper, on the sameness of light- 
ning with electricity, was actually laughed at by 
the wise heads. There was one man, however, 
Dr. Fothergill, who advised the pi-iuting of 
these papers; when they were published by 
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Cave, in a pamphlet form, he wrote the pre&oe. 
The pamphlet did not, howeyer, immediately 
attract much notice in England. An almost un- 
known inhabitant of a remote .American colony 
— what could he have to communicate that was 
Dot already familiar to European scholars? "Dost 
thou teach us?" — and they passed him by aa 
onworthy their attention. 
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CHAPTER XIX 

A Propotalfor a College. — Phihsophical Society. 
Ha Objectt. — American Philogophical Society. 
— If^ence of the Provitice. — Deiign» of France. 
— Lou,i»hwrg. — A Quaker Colony. — A Volun- 
tary Mlitia. — " Plain Truth." — Elected 
Golond.~~A Battery. — A Lottery. — Procur- 
itig Cannon. — Governor Clinton. — The Pro- 
prietarie* JHapleated. — Proposes a Fast. — 
Writes a Proclamation. — Sis Rule Ahout 
qffieea.— Re-elected Clerk. — The Quakers on 
D^ensive War. 

Hayxng thus risen to a condition of eaay in- 
dependence, FraQklin did not, as too many do^ 
in their growing desire to become rich, forget his 
duties to the community and to mankind. His 
comfortable circumstances seemed to widen his 
TiBton and to expand his sympathies. His first 
thoughts of this kind were naturally given to 
Pennsylvania. He observed with regret that 
there was no provision for defence against foreign 
enemies and the Indians, nor for a system of 
complete education. The most pressing want 
was a college or academy. FrankUn was what 
is commonly termed a " self-made " man, having 
never enjoyed so much as two years' eohooling, 
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and haviDg risen, by his own private studies, to 
a portion of equality with persons who had eo- 
joyed the best academical advantages; but he 
had the breadth of mind to appreciate at their 
proper value institutions of learning. He drew 
up, in 174S, a proposal for an academy, but nn- 
fevorable circumstances compelled a postpone- 
ment of the project till 1749. In the meantime, 
in 1744, he encoeeded in eBtoblishing a Philo- 
sophical Society. He wrote a paper setting forth 
the objects and advantages of such an associa- 
tion, and when it was formed, he became its 
Secretary. This paper shows what a wide rai^e 
of subjects had occupied his thoughts, aud how 
minute, and yet how broad had been his ob- 
servation of nature, of science, and of useful 
arts and inventions. The members of the sooiety 
were to consider, 

"N«vlj diMorered pUnto, herbs, trees, roots, tbalr tIt- 
toes, 1UM, meUkods of propsgWiiig them, snd «i«.Mng anch 
u sre nsefal, but particnlor to some plsataUons, more gen- 
eral; ImproTementB of v^etSible Juices; as ciders, vlnee; 
new methods of cnilng or prerentlng dlaeasea; oil new-dis- 
covered fossils In different countries, as mines, minenJa, and 
quarries ; new and osdul Improvements is dlatUladon, brew- 
ing, and assaying ot ores; new mechanical invenUona for 
saving labor, as mills and carriages, and for raising uid con- 
vejlng of water, droning of meadows; all new arts, toades, 
or mannfactares, that may be proposed or thought of; sui> 
Teys, mi^, and charts of particular parte of the searcoasti 
or inland countiles; course and junction of rivers and gnat 
roads, sltuatton of lahea and monntalns, nature of the »M 
and prodnetions i new methods of improving the breed of 
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asefol animals; Introducing other sorta Crom for«^ coon- 
tries; new ImprOTementa la planting, gardening, and cleai' 
Ing land ; and all philosophical experimentt that let light Into 
tbo nature of things, tend to increase the power of man over 
matter, and multlplf the coavenlencea or pleaanree of life." 

The association was never very prosperous, 
bat it resulted, many years later, in the eatab- 
lishment of the Ameriean Philosophical Societj. 

Having accomplished so much in the cause of 
education, Franklin next turned his attention to 
the subject of defence. The country was in 
danger. The European wars of that time, ex- 
tending through a period of e^ht years, affected 
even the American colonies. France was the 
ohrooic rival and enemy of England on the Amer- 
ican continent, claiming, as she did, the whole 
of it, from Canada to the Gulf of Mexico, hack of 
the narrow British settlements on the Atlantio 
coaet. England had just been driven into a war 
n-ith Spain, and France was likely to become a 
party to the contest. This filled the colonies 
with new alarm. In Kew England, the people 
went beyond mere defence ; an expedition was 
fitted out against Louisburg, on Cape Breton — 
the "Gibraltar of North America," — for the spe- 
oial purpose of keeping the French so occupied 
at home, as to be unable to stir up Indian raids 
upon the colonial villages. The whole extent 
of the sea-board was in peril from the front, 
by sea, and in the rear, and this anxiety harassed 
the minds of the British settlers till the peace of 
Aiz-la-ChapeUe, in 1748. 
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Fraaklin saw the danger ; bat what ooold be 
done ? Fennsjlvania was a Quaker colony ; its 
proprietaries and legislators were opposed to 
war, and of course were not disposed to take 
any measures looking to military defence. The 
governor at that time^ Thomas, earnestly be- 
sought the Quaker Assembly to pass a militia 
law, and to make other provisions for the security 
of the province, but to no purpose. They meant 
to stand by their peace principles. But where 
the governor failed, a private citizen, our master- 
printer, succeeded. Leaving the Assembly to 
its own course, he proposed to try what could be 
done by a voluntary subscription of the people. 
To effect this purpose, he resorted to what was 
with him a very common means of introducing 
a new project, he wrote a pamphlet. It was en- 
titled Plain Tbuth, and Bet forth in a strong 
light the helpless situation of the province, and 
the necessity of union and discipline for its de- 
fence. He added that in a few days he should 
propose an association to accomplish the purpose. 

" The pamphlet," be s&js, " had & endden and Borprisliig 
eCecL I waa called upon for the Inatnuneat of asBodaUon. 
Having settled the draft of it vlth a few friends, I appointed 
a meeting of the citizens in the laige building, [where Whit- 
field had preached]. The house was prettjrfnll: Ihad pre- 
pared a number of printed copies, and provided pens and Ink 
diaperaed all over the room. I harangued them a Itttle m 
the subject, read the paper, expMned it, and then distrib- 
uted the copies, which were eagerly signed, not llie lewt (A- 
Jectiou being made. 

" When the company separatad, and the papera wu« oot 
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leeted, we fonnd aboTs twelve hondred algnatarea, «ad, 
other co^ea being dispersed in the ooontry, the aabecriben 
amounted at length to upwards of tao thousand. These idl 
fuTDishod themselvee, as soon as they could, with arms, 
tonned themBelves Into companies and regiments, choH 
their own ofBcen, and met every week to be Instructed in 
tlte manual exercise, and other parts of military discipline. 
The women, by subscriptions among themselves, provided 
tilk colon, which they presented to the companies, painted 
with different devices and mottoes, which t supplied." 

The ladies also provided " the offioera' haLf- 
pikes aod spontoons, and even the halberds aad 
dnuDs." 

Franklin was elected colonel of the Philadel- 
phia regiment, but he declined the office, lecotn- 
mendii^ Mr. Lawrence, "a fine person, and a 
man of ioBneQce," who was appointed. 

A battery was needed below the town, and 
Franklin, ever fertile in resources, proposed a 
lottery to defray the expense of bnilding it, and 
fumiBhiDg it with cannon. Lotteries were then, 
and later, considered very proper means of rais- 
ing money for good objects, even religious, bnt 
they are now justly regarded as very objection- 
able, and are forbidden by law in most of the 
States. The lottery in this case proved success- 
ful, and the battery was built. Some cannon 
were bought in Boston, and more were sent for 
from London. AppUcatiou was made to Gov. 
Clinton, of New York, for the loan of cannon 
for immediate service, Franklin, Colonel Law- 
rence and others being comnussioued to visit Kew 
York for that purpose. The governor at fiist 
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gave a plump refusal, but at a diuner with hia 
Council, beiug mellowed with much wine, he bo 
&r relented aa to ofi'er six. 

"After a feir more bumpera," m3» FranMlu, "be 
■dvftneed to t«Q, and at length he very good-uaturedlr 
oODoeded eighteen. Thej were fine ctumon, elghteeo- 
poanders, with their carriages, which were soon tmi»- 
poried, and mounted on our batteries; where the aaaoclatfon 
kept a nightly guard, while the war lasted; and among 
tlie rest I regolailf took my turn of duty there, as a com- 
mon soldier." 

The proprietaries were not pleased with these 
popular measures. They were illegal, they said, 
and would be a dangerous precedent, by encour- 
aging the people to put forth new claims to civil 
privileges, threatening their own prerc^atives 88 
masters of the province. They also opposed 
them on the ground of religious principle, war 
being, in their opinion, wholly unchristian. 

But the governor and council were pleased 
with Franklin's activity in these operations. 
They took him into their confidence, and con- 
sulted him in every measure where their concur- 
rence was thought advantageous to the military 
association. 

Franklin proposed a fast, " to promote reforma- 
tion, and implore the bleseing of Heaven," which 
the magistrates just mentioned approved of. But 
the Secretary being at a loea how to word such 
a proclamation, this being the first fast ever held 
in that province, Franklin's ready pen was called - 
into requisition. 
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" Uy edocation in Hav Bn^and," he eiya, " when & fait 
b procUlmed every Tear, was bere of some advantage; 1 
drew it im the accostomed s^le; It wu tnuulated Into 
Gemutn, printed in both langoagee, and drcnlated through 
the pfovlnce. This gave the clergy of the dlfCeient sects an 
opportonity of inflnencing their congr^atloni to join the 
Aasodatioti, and it would probably have been general among 
all bnt the Quakers, if Uie peace (of 174S] had not soon 
Intervened." 

Franklin was told that his aotivity in these 
affairs wonld be likely to lose him the friendship 
of the Quakers, who were a great majority in the 
Assembly, and that at the next electioD he 
would he put out of his clerkship. A young 
mim who desired the o£Bce, and who announced 
that he expected to get it, advised Franklin as a 
friend to resign. Franklin replied, that it was a 
rule with him never to ask an office, and never 
to refuse one when offered ; and be added : 

" I ^prove of this role, and shall practice It with a small 
addition; I shall never aak, never refuse, nor ever reri^n an 
<rfDce. If the; will have my office of clerk to dispose of It 
to another, they shall take It from me. I will not, by giv- 
ing it up, lose my right of some time or other making 
reprisal on my adverearles." 

Bnt be was unanimously re-elected, and be 
bad some reason to believe that the defence 
of the country was not disagreeable to any of 
the Assembly, provided they were not required 
to assist in it. " And I found," he adds, " that 
a much greater number of them than I could 
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have imagined, thoagh f^inst offensive war, 
were clearly for defensive. Many pamphletB ^^ni 
and eon were published on ttie subject, and 
some by good Quakers, in favor of defence ; 
which I believe convinced most of their young 
people." 



bf Google 



l.TBH or BSSJMOS FBASEUH. 



CHAPTER XX. 

Ptaes Oonebided. — An Academf/. — "PropoMh 
Relating to the Sdvcation of Youth." — Plan 
<^ Education, — Soto Fran&lin became a Mem- 
ber of the Board.— A Charity School— PhU- 
oeophical Studies. — Buys Br. Spenee't Appara- 
bta. — Commiagioner of the Peace. — AlderToan. 

— Member of the AaBembly. — Letter from hia 
Mother. — Poitacript from his Sister. — Charlet 
Sumner.— Si» Son elected Clerk. — One of a 
Commiagion to treat with the Indiana.— Con- 
duct of the Indiana. — Effect of Ardent Spirita. 

— A BoBpital. — How he obtained a Sviacrip- 
Htm, — The Su^ect in the Aaaemhly. — Hla 
Viewa ahovi caring for the Poor. — Improve- 
ment of the Streeta. — Beeomea Postmaster 
General. — Reeeivea the Begree nf Master ^ 
Arts, — Bignity qf Labor, — On Ltuntrjf. — Z%« 
Farmer at Cape May. 

"Peace being concluded," saTa Franklin, 
"and the AssociatioQ business therefore at an 
end, I tamed my thoughts again to the a^r of 
estab^bii^ an Academy." This was in 1749. 
Again he wrote a pamphlet, entitled, Proposals 
relating to the Education of youth in Pennsyl- 
Tania, which was distributed gratis among the 
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pi-mcipal inhabitants. In it, fae set forth a lib- 
eraL pkn of education, the several courses vaiy' 
ing, however, according to the intended occupa- 
tions of the students. It concluded with these 
noble words: 

" The Idea of what 1b trae merit Bhoold tleo be often pre- 
aented to 70UU1, explained and Impreaaed on ibtir minds, ■■ 
COnaisUng la an Inclination, joined with an abllltj, to serre 
mankind, one's country, friends, and famllj; which ability 
U, with Oie blessing of God, to be acquired or greatly in- 
creased by true learning; and should, Indeed, be the great 
tim and end of all learning." 

To carry out his plan, Franklin opened a sub- 
scription, to be paid in annual instalments for 
five years; which amounted to five thousand 
pounds. Liberal donations were subseqaenUy 
made, through Franklin's influence, in America 
and England. lu eppointiDg Trustees, one of 
each religiooB sect then in the city was selected ; 
one Episcopalian, one Presbyterian, one Baptist, 
one Moravian, etc. Franklin, being of "no 
sect," at first had no place in the Board; but on 
the death of the Moravian member, who had not 
worked harmoniously with the rest, it was re- 
solved not to appoint another from that denomi- 
nation, and now Franklin's previous disqnalifi- 
cation became a reason for his election. " One 
mentioned me," he says, " with the observation 
that I was merely an honest man, and of no sect 
at all, which prevailed with them to choose 
me." 
The school rapidly iiici'easing, the large build- 
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ing erected by Mr. Whitfield's heareis Trao ob- 
tainedt aud fitted for the use of the Academy, 
the whole care of the work falling apoa the new 
member. Franklin gave his time cheerfully to 
the task, which he was the better able to do, 
from having taken a faithful partner the pre- 
Tiona year, who relieved him of all care of the 
ofiBce. He continued to be a Trustee as long as 
he lived, and he had the satisfaction of seeing 
the Academy grow to be the University of Phil- 
adelphia. 

In 1751, a free, or charity school was attached 
to the Academy, for the instruction of poor ohU- 
dren gratis in reading, writing, and arithmetic, 
and within a year a hundred suob children were 
in attendance. 

Franklin now fiattered himself that, with " the 
sofficient thoagh moderate " fortune he had ac- 
quired, he had purchased leisure, for the rest of 
his days, to devote to *' philosophical studies aud 
amusements." He purchased Dr. Spence's ap- 
paratus, and proceeded with his electrical exper- 
iments with great alacrity. But the public had 
found ont his remarkable executive abihties, and 
determined to employ his leisure in their service. 
The Governor made him Commissioner of the 
Peace ; the city corporation chose him to be one 
of the Common Council, and soon after Alder- 
man ; and the citizens at large elected him to 
represent them in the Assembly. 

" Thia latter station," he tAjt, " waa Uie more agreeable 
to me," becauM^ "I conceived my becoming a member 
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would enlarge my power of doing good. I wonld not, how- 
ever, Insinuate," Iteadda, "tbatroy ambition waanotdattered 
bj these promotlona. It certainly was, for, conildering my 
low b^innlng, they were great things to me; and they were 
■dll more pleasing, aa being eo many epontauMU tesUino- 
Dies of the public good opinion, and by me entirely muollc- 
Ited." 

He waa forty-four years of ^e when these 
puhlic honors began to be heaped npon him. 
His ^ed father and mother, and the whole 
fiuuily, shared bis gratification. In 1751, about 
a fortnight after his election as alderman, bis 
mother wrote to him and his wife as follows ; 

" IiOTnre Soa aits Dauohteb, 

"I am glad to hear yon are eo well reapected 
In yonr town for them to ehoose yon as Alderman, although 
J dtm't know what it means or what the bett«r yon will be 
of It bealdes the honor of it. I hope you will look up to 
Qod, and thank him for all his good prorldences towards 
yoo. He has granted yon much In thfit place, and I am very 
thankful for tt I hope that you will carry well, so that you 
may 1>e liked in all your posit. I am very weak and short- 
breathed, BO that I can't sit up to writ« much, althongh I 
sleep well nights and my congh Is better. 

" From your lorlng mother, 

" Abuh Pbaitkuit." 

Mrs. Mecom, Franklin's youngegt sister, added 
a postscript : 

" I rejoice with you in all your prosperity, and donbt not 
but you will be greater blessings to the world as he bestows 
upon you greater honors." 

Franklin was elected to the Assembly eveiy 
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year for ten years, "withont," he says, "my 
ever asking any elector for his vote, or signify- 
ing, either directly or indirectly, any desire of 
being chosen." 

One is stioogly reminded of another illuBtri- 
ouH 8on of Massachusetts, so nnhke him in 
many respects, but so like him in pohtical hon- 
esty, who never sought, but was always sought 
by, office — Charles Summer. 

Another mark of regard for Franklin, on his 
election to the House, was the appointment of 
his son as Clerk of the body. 

About thid time Franklin and the Speaker of 
tiie House were appointed Commissioners, in 
company with some members of the Council, to 
treat with tbe Indians, at Carlisle. In order 
that the treaty might be properly conducted, 
the Indians were told, that if they would cou- 
tinae sober during the negotiation, they should 
be well supplied with rum when it was over. 
The treaty was concluded to mutual satisfaction, 
and then the rum was demanded and given. 

"Till*," i^B FraoMln, "wu In the Kfternoon. Th^ 
wen near one handled men, women, and children, and were 
lodged In temporaiy cahlna, built in the form of a aqnare; 
they were all drank, men and women, qnarrelllng and fight- 
ing. Their dark-colored bodlea, htiU-naked, seen only by 
the gloomy light of the bonfire, running after and beating 
one anoHier with flre-brandB, accompanied by their horrid 
yellinga, formed a scene the most resembling onr idea of 
hell that could well be Imagined; there was no ^)peaaing 
flie tomatt, and ws retired to our lodging*. At midnight a 
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nutalMr ot them ctnxo thundering at our door, ■<jm»«iuiti)g 
autre mm, of which we took no notice. 

" The next day, Mnalbla they had mlabehftyed In giving ni 
that disturbance, they sent three of Oielr old counsellon to 
make their apology. The orator acknowledged Hie fault 
bat laid it npon the mm ; and endeavored to excuse die ram, 
1>7 saying, 'The Qreat Spirit, who made all things, made 
everything for some ase, and whatever use he designed any- 
thing for, that use it should always be pat to. K'ow, when 
he made mm, he said, "Let this b& for Qia Indians to get 
drunk with;" and It must be so.'" 

Ram, Franklin adds, had alreadj annihilated 
all tlie tribea that formerly inhabited the sea- 
ooast; and it has since swept o£F hundreds of 
thousands in the interior. 

In 1751, Franklin became interested in a be- 
nevolent project, the establishment of a hospital 
for the benefit of poor sick persona, whether in- 
habitants of the provinces or strangers. The 
plan or%inated with Dr. Thomas Bond, a par- 
ticular friend of his, but, sa the proposal was a 
new thing in America, he met with little suc- 
cess. Of course the next step was to get 
Franklin's counsel and assistance. " I am often 
asked," he said to him, " by those to whom I pro- 
pose subscribing, 'Have you consulted Frank- 
liu on this business ? And what does he think 
of it?' And when I tell them that I dare not, 
supposing it i-ather out of your line, they do not 
enbscribe, but say, they will consider it." Frank- 
lin immediately saw the importance of such an 
institution, and promised every assistance in 
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his power. Id the fiist place, as his oustom was, 
he eodeaTored to prepare the way for a suh- 
scription by writing oq the subject in the news- 
papers. He then undertook to solicit aubscrip- 
tionB, and with good suooess ; but as these Were 
not sufficient, he got a petition in behalf of the 
hospital before the Assembly. Opposition arose 
from the country members, who looked apou 
the project as serviceable only to the city, and 
even questioned whether a majority of the 
citizens approved of it. 

But Franklin assured them that two thousand 
pounds could be raised by voluntary donations, 
which the opponents of the measure considered 
a wild statement. He then drew up a bill for 
an act of incorporation, containing the condition 
that when two thousand pounds should be raised 
by contribntdons, the Speaker be authorized to 
sign an order on the provincial treasurer for the 
same amount ; making four thousand pounds in 
all. The bill was passed ; and the condition 
furnishing an additional motive for giving, 
every man's donation being doubled, the sub- 
scriptions soon exceeded the requisite sum. 
With the money thus obtained, a suitable build- 
ing was erected, and the institution began its 
beneficent work. Such was the origin of the 
Pennsylvania Hospital. While Franklin was 
thus prompt to respond to the call of benevo- 
lence, he was not blind to the necessity of sound 
judgment and prudence in caring for the poor 
and su£fering. In a letter to hia friend Peter 
CoUinson, he said : , 
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"1 hxve beard It remarked that tbe poor in Protestant 
cotmtrlea, on the continent of Europe, are generally moie 
IndnUrioiu than Uiose of Popish conntrtes. Mi^ not Qie 
more nomerous foundations in the latter for the relief of 
the poor hare Mine effect toward rendering them leM provi- 
dent t To relieve the mlafortunes of our fellow creatures Is 
conconliig with the Deity ; it Is god-like; but, If we provide 
enconragement for laziness, and support for folly, otay we 
not be found fighting against the order of Qod and nature, 
wliich perhaps has appointed want and misery as the proper 
punialunent for, and cautions against, as well as necessary 
couseqnencea of, idleaesa and estravagancef Whenever we 
attempt to amend the scheme of Providence, and to inter- 
fere wilb the goremment of the world, we had need be very 
circumapect, lest we do mora hann than good. In Kew 
England they once Oiought blackbirds useless, and mlschier- 
000 to the com. lliey made efforts to destroy them. The 
consequence was, the blackbirds were diminished; but a 
kind of worm irtilch devoured their grass, and which the 
IdackUrds used to feed on, lucresaed prodigiously; then, 
finding their loss in grass much greater than their saving in 
com, they wished again for their blackbirds." 

Franklin's busy mind now thought of impror- 
iog the Btreets of the city of hia adoption. 

"Oar city," he says, "though l^d out with a lieantiful 
regnluity, the streets large, straight, and crossliig eachotlier 
at right angles, had the dljsgr»ce of suffering those stteets to 
remain long unpaved, and In wet weather the wheels of 
heavy carriages ploughed them into a quagmire, so that it 
was difficult to cross them; and In dry weaUier, the dust was 
oppressive. I had lived near what was called the Jersey 
Uarket, and saw with pain the Inhabitants wading in mud, 
while purchasing provisions, A strip of ground down liia 
middle of that market was at length paved with brick, so 
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tliat, bedng once In the market, they hod firm footing; bat 
were often oTer shoea iB dirt to get there. By t&lking and 
wiiUng on the Bnbject, I was at length Inatmmeata] in get- 
ting Hie street paved with atone between the market and the 
telck foot paTement, that waa on the Bide next the hooses. 
Tbia, tor some time gave an eaay access to the market dry- 
shod; bat, the rest of the straet not being paved, whenever 
a carriage came out of the mud upon this pavement, it shook 
off and left ita <Urt upon it, and it waa soon covered with 
mire, which waa not removed, the cit; as yet liaving no 
•cavengers. 

Aft«r some laqnlry, I found a poor industrious man, who 
WM willing to undertake keeping the pavement clear, by 
■weeping it twico a week, carrying off the dirt from before 
all Oie nei^bors* doora, for the sum of sixpence per month, 
to be paid by each house. I then wrote and printed a pa^Mr 
Mtting fOTth the advantages to the neighborhood, that 
might be obtained from this small expense. I sent one of 
these p^>en to each house, and In a day or two went round 
to see who would mbacrlbe an agreement to pay Qiese six- 
pence; it was unanimously signed, and for a time well exe- 
cuted. All the inhabitants of the dty were delighted with 
the cleanlinesB of the pavement that surrounded the market. 
It being a convenience to all, and tliia ralaed a general desire 
to have all the atreeta paved; and made the people more wlU- 
tug to submit to a tax for that purpose." 

After aome time Fraoklm drew up a bill for 
paving the city, and brought it into the Aseem- 
hlj. It afterwards passed, with an additional 
provison, hy another peraon, for lighting the 
streets. 

Thus the poor boy, who, less than thirty years 
before, had walked its streets a stranger, with 
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bis roll ander his arm, introduced one of tho 
gteateet improTements of its thoroughfares. 

In 1753, on the death of the Postmaster Gren- 
. eral of the colonies, Franklin and William Hud- 
ter weiQ appointed to succeed liim, with an 
allowance each of three hundred pounds, if 
they could clear that amount from the profits of 
the office. Hitherto the office had been poorly 
managed, hut Franklin introduced such Taluable 
improvements, and conducted the business with 
such energy and prudence, that, after four years, 
the income not only paid their salaries, but 
yielded a clear revenue to the crown. 

Fi-anklin had nov really become a great man, 
known not only at home but abroad ; and when 
the business of the post-office took him to Mew 
England in 1753, the college at Cambridge con- 
ferred upon him the degree of Master of Arts, 
an honor received already from Tale College. 

But with all his honors, literary and pohtical, 
he ever retained a charming simplicity of char- 
acter. He believed in the dignity of labor, and 
respected the working class. 

" The merdiuitg of Philadelphia," aboDt thia tune, s&ya 
nis grandson, " set up an assembly for dancing, aad desiring 
M assume a rank above the mechaulce, they at fiist proposed, 
among the rules for regulating the assembly, ' that no me- 
chanic or mecbanic's wife or daughter, should be admitted 
on any terme. The rules being shown I>7 a manager to 
Frankliu for his opinion, he remarked that oue of them ex- 
eluded God Almighty. 'How soP' said the manager. 
' Because,' replied Franldin, ' he is notoriously the greatest 
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nwcbaaie In the imlTene, tiaring, u the Scripture teatfflet, 
nude all things, and that b; weight aud measure.' The 
gentlemen became ashamed of their rule, and atruck it 

FraokUn was always averse to extrav^ance 
and luxury. But he took a common-seDse view 
of the suhject, and would not undertake to reg- 
nlate the style of living, by law. In a letter to 
a friend, written many years after, he said : *' Is 
not the hope of being able one day to purchase 
and enjoy luxuries, a great spur to labor and in- 
dustry? May not luxury, therefore, produce 
more than it consumes, if without such a spur 
people would be, as they are naturally enough 
inclined to be, lazy and indolent?" And to 
illustrate hia meaning, he related on incident 
which occurred about this time. 

"The skipper of a Shallop, employed between CapeUa; 
ind Philadelphia, had done me some small serrlce, for which 
he refosed to be paid. Ky wile, nnderatandlng that he had 
a daughter, sent her a present of a □ew-faihloned cap. 
Three jean after, dls skipper being at my house with an 
old fanner of Cape Hay, his passenger, he menUoned the 
cap, and how much his daughter had been pleased with it. 
' But,' said he, ' it proved a dear cap to our congregation.' 
' Eov so F ' ' When my daughter appeared with It at meet- 
ing, it was BO much admired that all the girls resolved to get 
■nch caps from Phlladelpliia; aud my wife and I computed 
that the whole could not have cost leas thou a hundred 
pounds.' ' True,' said the fanner, ' but you do not tell all 
the story, t think the cap waa neveithelesa an advantage to 
at, for It was the flnt thing that put our girb upon knitting 
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masted mltteiu for aale M FMlmdelpMa, tliat they ml^t 
liaTe wherewltbal to buy c«^ uid ribbons there; end yoa 
know tiiat th^t Indnsti? has contlnoed, uid is like); to con- 
tinue and Increue to a mnch greater taIus, and answer 
better pniposea.' 

"Upon the Thole," adds Franklin, "I was more recon- 
ciled to this little ^eca of Inxnry, since not only the giris 
were m»d« h^tpler by haTlng fine caps, bnt t2ie Fhiladel- 
phUn* by a supply of w 
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CHAPTER XXI. 

War vitA Franee. — The Six Hationa. — Oongre»» 
at Albany. — Deicription of Alhany. — Union 
cf the Colonies. — Franklin's Plan. — It it Re- 
jected. — Device of a Snake. — Letter to Cath- 
erine Ray. — £m Love for New Fngland. — 
Britith JealovAy. — General Braddock. — 
Franklin Waits upon Sim. — A Whirlwind, — 
Procuring Soraea and Wagons. — Supplies for 
Suialtem Officers. — Provides Supplies for 
Braddock. — Conversation with Braddock. — 
The General's D^eat and Death. — Plan for 
Improving the German Population. 

Six years have now passed since the peace of 
Ai»-la-Chapelle, which pat an end to the French 
and Indian war. In 1764, war with France was 
again apprehended. The great question had yet 
to be settled, which should rule this continent, 
England or France. Fortunately the Iroquois 
tribes, also called the Six Nations, — the Cayu- 
gas, Mohawks, Oneidaa, Onondagas, Senecas, 
and Tuscaroras — who were among the most pow- 
erful of the Indian race, were firm friends of the 
English. The British government accordingly 
ordered a congress of conunissiouers from the dif- 
ferent colonies to assemble at Albany, to confer 
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with the Six Nations concerning the means of 
defence against the French. There came to- 
gether twenty-five leading men from seven colo- 
nies; among them Thomas Hutchinson, after- 
wards govemoi and historian of Massachusetts, 
and Benjamin Franklin. 

Albany was then a little Dutch town, of three 
hundred houses and twenty-eix hundred inhab- 
itants. It was protected by the Hudson on the 
one side, and by a picket-fence on the other, and 
had a stone fort. 

War was, in fact, dready upon the colonies, 
and the necessity of a closer union among them, 
was m^ent. A plan to effect this, drawn up by 
Franklin ou bis way to Albany, which provided 
for a general government to be administered by 
a President-general, appointed and supported by 
the Crown, and for a grand council, or congress, to 
be chosen by the assemblies of the several colo- 
nies, was unanimously adopted. But it was not 
approved by the government in England, as be- 
ing, in its opinion, too democratic, nor by the 
colonial assemblies, for the opposite reason, as £a- 
voring, they beUeyed, a central power, adverse to 
their more popular character. Before going to 
Albany, Franklin had printed in his newspaper 
a woodcut, made doubtless with his own hand, 
representing the necessity of union among the 
colonies, not only for defence, but for ezistencoi 
by the figure t)f a snake out into separate pieces, 
and an inscription underneath, " Unite or Die." 

But ai^uments and devices could not persuade 
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the colonies to Bacrifice & particle of their sepa- 
rate independence, and it waa not, in &ot, till 
1787, more than thirty years later, that, after a 
bitter experience and long discussions, the colo- 
nies, then become States, agreed to a constitution 
which combined a strong goTemment and popu- 
lar liberty. 

Franklin believed that the adoption of his plan 
of union would have so strengthened the colonies, 
as to have prevented the need of troops irom 
England, the subsequent taxation of America, 
and the bloody contest which it occasioned. 
" The best pnblio measures," he said, " are sel- 
dom adopted from previons wisdom, but forced 
by the occasion." 

The plan for defence appointed by the home 
government was, that the govemois of the 
provinces, with some members of their respective 
councils, should meet and order the raising oi 
troops, building of forts, and drawing on the 
treasury of Great Britian for the expense, 
which was afterwards to be refunded by an act 
of Parliament, laying a taxation on America. 
That tax on America accomplished more than 
was intended 1 

Being in Boston the next year, Franklin talked 
over the government plan with Governor Shir- 
ley, and afterwards put on paper his objectdons 
to it,* objections whicli involved the American 
Revolution. 

On his return to Philadelphia, he wrote under 

•SHSpula, pps.w^ 
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date of 4th March, 1755, to Catherine Kay, on 
Block Island, a young lady, a daughter of s 
firiend. The letter, graoefolly written, shows 
how strong was hia attachment to the home of 
his boyhood, and bis kindness of heart. 

" Tour kind letter of Jumaiy 20th la bnt jnat come to 
hutd, and I take this firat opportunity of ftcknowledgiug the 
faror. It gives me great pleunre to hear that you got home 
safe and well that day. I thought too much vw hasarded 
when I eair you put oil to sea in that rery little sUft, towed 
hy every wave. But the call wai strong and Juat, a sick 
parent. I stood on the shore, and looked after yon till I 
could no longer dlatlngnish you even with my glass; then 
returned to your sister's, praying for your safe passage. 
Toward evening all agreed that you must certainly be ar- 
rived before that time, the weather having been sotavorable; 
which made me more easy and cheeiful, for I had been truly 
concerned for you. 

" I left New England slowly, and with great reluctance. 
Short days' Journeys, and lolteringvlslts on the roadfor three 
or four weeks, manifested my unwUllngneaa to quit a couo- 
tiy in which I drew my first breath, spent my earliest and 
most pleasant days, and had now rectived so many fteoli 
marks of the people's goodness and benevolence, in the kind 
and affectionate treatment I had everywhere met with. I 
almost forgot I had a home, till I was more than half way 
towsKle it, Idll I had, one by one, parted with all my New 
England friends, and was got Into the western borders of 
Connecticut, among mere stnugers. Then like an old man, 
who, having buried all he loved in the world, b^ilns to 
think of heaven, I began to think of htxne; and, as I drew 
nearer, I found the attraction stronger and stroller. Uy 
dlUgeaoe and speed increased with my impatience. I dnm 
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on Tiolentlf, tmd made mch long stretches, tht,t • Teiy few 
d^a brought me to mj own houee, and to the unu of mj 
good old wife and children, where I remain, tli&nka to God, 
well and happy. 

"Petaons aubjecttothe ?iyp, complain of the northeut 
wind, as increasing their malady. But aince Jon promlmd 
to tend me kUaw In tliat wind, and I find yoa as good aa 
your word, it ia to me the gayest wind that blows, and 
glToa me the best spirits. I writ« tills daring a northeact 
atorm of snow, the greatest we have had this winter. Tour 
faTors come mixed with the snowy fleeces." 

The Britiali goverament was now already very 
jealous of the colonies, lest they should become 
too mihtaty, and too conscious of their own 
strength. Rather than to trust them to raise 
troops among themselves, even for their own de- 
fence, they sent over General Braddock, in 1755, 
with two raiments of regular English troops, 
for that purpose. He landed at Alexandria, and 
thence marched to Fredericktowu, where he 
halted for carriages. He was much prejudiced 
against the people and the colonial legislatures. 
The Assembly of Pennsylvania, wishing to disa- 
buBO his mind, and convince him of their readi- 
ness to serve him, requested Franklin, not as a 
member of the House, but as Postmaster General, 
to wait upon the general, under the guise of fa- 
cilitating the dispatches between him and the 
governors of the several provinces ; they propos- 
ing to pay the expense of such correspondence. 
In company with Franklin, were the governors 
of New York and Massachusetts, and his son 
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William. During the journey of one hundred 
and twenty miles to Fredericktown, an incident 
of scientific interest occured, which Franklin re- 
corded in a letter to a friend : 

" Being in Uaryland, riding vitli Col. Tasker, and tome 
other geutlemen, to his conntrjr-aea^ where I and my boh 
w«ra entertained by that ami^e and worth; man, with 
great hospitality and Undness, we saw In the vale helow ns, 
a amall whirlwind beginning in the road, aad showing 
Itself by the duat it raised and contained. It appeared in 
the form of a sugar-loaf, aplmilng on the point, moving ap 
the hill towards us, enlarging as it came forward. When It 
passed by us, its smaller part near the ground appeared no 
bigger than a common barrel ; bat, wld^iing upwards, it 
seemed, at forty or fifty feet lilgh, to be twenty or thirty feet 
in diameter. The reet of the company stood looking after 
It; but, my curiosity being stronger, I followed it, riding 
close by its aide, and obserred Its llcMng up, in its progress, 
all the dust that was under its smaller part As it is a com- 
mon opinion that a shot fired through a wal^>epout, will 
break it, I tried to break this little whirlwind, bystrildngmy 
whip frequently through it, but without any effect. Soon 
after. It quitted the road and took into the woods, growing 
every moment larger and stronger, raising, instead of dust, 
the old dry leaves, with which the ground was thickly cov- 
ered, and making a great noise with them and the branches 
of the trees, bending some tall trees round In a circle, swiftly 
and very suiprlsli^ly, though the progressive motion of tlie 
whirl was not so swift but that a man on foot ml^I 
have kept space with It; but the circular motion was amak- 
ingly rapid, By the leaves it was now filled with, I could 
plainly perceive that the current of air they were driven by, 
moved npwards in a spiral line; and when I saw the passing 
whiri contimne entire, after leaving the bodies and trunka of 
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large trees which it had SDveloped, I no longer wondered 
■Out my whip had no effect on It in ita nnaller stats. I ac- 
companied it f^ut three quarters of a mile, till some limbf 
of dead trees, broken off bj the whirl, flTing about and fall- 
ing near we, made me more apprehensive of danger; and 
then I slopped, looking at Oie top of It as it went on, which 
was vjsibie, by means of the leaves cont^ued In it, for a 
great height above the trees. Uany of the leaves, sa they 
got loose from the upper and widest part, were scattered in 
the wind ; but so great was their height, that they appeared 
no bi^er than flies. My son, who was by this time come np 
with me, followed the wliirlwind till It left the woods and 
crossed an old tobacco-fteld, where, finding neither dust nor 
leaves to take up, It gradnally became Invisible below, as it 
went away over that field. Thecoiiraeof thsgener^ wind 
then blowing was along with as as we travelled, and the 
progressive motioa of the whirlwind was in a direction 
nearly opposite, thongh it did not keep a straight line, nor was 
Its prr^ressive motion uniform, It making little saUles on 
either liand as it went, proceeding sometimes faster and 
•ometimes slower, and seemlngsometimes, for a few seconds, 
almost stationary, then starting forward pretty fast again. 

" When we rejoined the company, ttiey were admiring the 
vast height of the leaves, now brought by the common wind 
over our heads. These leaves accompanied lu as we trav- 
elled, some falling down now and then abont us, and some 
not reaching the ground till we had gone nearly three miles 
from the place where we first saw the whirlwind t>^ln. 
Upon my asking Col. Tasker if such whirlwinds were com- 
mon in Haryiaud, he answered pleasantly, 'No, not at all 
common; but we got this nn puipose to treat Hr. Franklin.' 
And a very Iilgh treat it was." 

Arrived at Frederlcktown, "We found the general," says 
Pranldln, "walthig bnpatlently for the return of those 
wlum he bad sent duoimh the back parts of Maryland and 
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Tliglnia, to collect wagoiu. I atald with him KTeral di^^ 
dined wltb him daily, uid had fall opportunitlaa of remor- 
Ing his preJodiccB." 

One hundred and tweDty-fiy« wagons were 
needed for conveying the stores and b^gage. 
By the returns brought in, when Franklin was 
about leaving, it appeared that only twenty-five, 
and some of theea unfit for service, had been ob- 
tained. The general and all the officers ex- 
pressed much surprise, and declared the expe- 
dition impossible, and exclaimed against the 
ministers for ignonmtly sending them into a 
country so destitute of the means of conveyance. 

" I happened," says Franhlin, who was alwa^ 
happeniry to say wise things, *'to say that I 
thought it was a pity they had not been landed 
in FennByvania, almost every farmer there hav- 
ing hia wagon. The general e^erly Ifud hold 
of my words, and said, * Then you, sir, who are a 
man of interest there, can probably procure them 
for U8 j and I beg you will undertake it.' " The 
terms were settled; and as soon as Franklin 
reached Lancaster, he published an advertise- 
ment, which produced " a great and sudden ef- 
fect." 

He received of Braddook about eight hundred 
pounds, as advance money, to the owners of 
wagons ; but the sum being insufGcient, Franklin 
advanced upwards of two hundred pounds. In 
two weeks one hundred and fifty wf^ons, with 
two hundred and fifty-nine baggi^e horses were 
on theii way to the camp. Franklin also gave 
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hifl bond as security for indemmty to the owners, 
in case of the loss of any horeea or wt^ns. 
' While he was at the camp, supping one even- 
ing with the officers of Col. Dunbar's regiment, 
that officer expressed to him his concern for the 
sahaltems, whose small income rendered them 
nn&ble to lay in stores enough for their long 
march through the wilderness. Franklin imme- 
diately wrote to the Committee of the Assembly, - 
who bad at their disposal some public money, 
u^ing a present to these officers of suitable sup- 
plies ; including a list of articles drawn up by 
his son. The Committee approved ; and twenty 
parcels, well packed, were placed on as many 
horses, one parcel, with the horse, for each of* 
fleer. Each parcel contained 

lbs. Loaf Sugar, 1 GloncMl«r Chteae, 

B " Miucavado Sugar, 1 k^contaJnlngSOlba. good 

1 " QreenTea, batter, 

1 ' ' Bohea, S dos. Old Haddra Wiiie, 

4 ' ' Cboimd Coflee^ S gab. Jamaica Splriti, 

6 ' ' Chocolate, 1 bottle Floor of Hoataid, 

1-2 cheatBert Whlta Blacnlt, 2 Well-cored Hama, 
1-a lb. Pepper, 1-S ioz. Dried Tongue, 

1 qt, WUta Vinegar, 6 lbs. Bice, 

lbs. Balrina. 
Oea. Biaddock was highly satisfied with the 
efficient help rendered by Franklin. At his re- 
quest, Franklin also undertook to provide and 
send supplies after him, advanciug for the pur- 
pose more than a thousand pounds ; for the pay- 
*D6nt of which Braddock immediately returned 
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an Older. But what he had previously adTanced, 
he never received. 

" This general," says Fruiklln, "wai, I tliink, a brvn 
man, and might probaUy have made aflgare as agood officer 
In some E^iropean war. Bnt he hod too much self-confl- 
denc«, too high an opinloa of regular troupe, and too mean a 
one of both Americans and Indians. George Croghon, an 
Indian Interpreter, joined him on hie march with one hun- 
dred of those people, vho might have been of great use to 
his arm;, aagnide*andBcouta,lffae hod treated them kindly; 
but he Blighted and neglected them, and they gradually left 
him. 

"In conversation vlth hhn one day, he was giving me 
some account of liis Intended progreu. ' After taking Fort 
Dnquesue,' sold he, 'I amto proceed to Niagara; and having 
taken tliat, to Frontenoc, if theseason will allow time, and I 
suppose It will, for Duquesne can hardly detain me olmve 
tliree or four days, and than I Bee nothing that can obstruct 
my mardi to Niagara.' Having before resolved In my mind 
the long line his army most make In Uieir march by a very 
narrow road, to be cut for them tlirough the woods and 
bushes, and also what I had read of a former defeat of M- 
teen hundred French, who invaded the lUinofs eonntry, I 
had conceived some trouble and some fears for tlie event of 
the campaign. Bat I ventured to si^^est the danger from 
Indian ambuscades to aslender line, nearly four miles long, 
exposed to sudden attack on the flank and along its sides. 

" He smiled at my ignorance, and replied, ' These savages 
may indeed be a fonnidabia enemy to your raw American 
uilltia, but upon the Clog's regular and dieclplined troops, 
sir. It Is impossible they should make aiiy Impreuion.' 

" The boastful general, with Cot. George Washington as 
liis dld-de-comp, crossed the mountains tor Fort Duquesne, 
in Qie month of June, with about two thousand men. The 
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terrible defeat which befel hlin, from his neglect to guard 
against Bnrprlse, need not be mfnutel; described. He him- 
mU was Blaln, more than half his army were killed or 
wounded, and the rest, panlc-Btricken, made a precipitate 
retreat The fugitives, reaching Col. Dunbar's camp, who 
had been left some distance behind, to follow later with th« 
heavier baggage, communicated their terror to him and his 
boops. He had over a thousand men, but BO overwhelmed 
was he with fright, that he ordered all the stores and am- 
mnnltion to be deserted, in order to facilitate his escape to tlia 
Mttlements. There requests met him from the governors of 
Virginia, Maryland, and Peunsjlvania, that he would post 
Ms troops on the frontier, to afford some protection to the 
Inliabitants. But, as it fearing that Indians would start oat 
from every tree and bush, he rushed on through the more 
unsettled country, and never felt himself safe till he arrived 
at Philadelphia, where the inhabitants could protect him and 
his valiant army." No wonder Franklin adds, tiiat " tills 
first transaction gave us, Americans, the first suspicion, 
tiiat our exalted ideas of the power of British regular troops, 
had not been well founded." 

This rout gave Franklin a great deal of tronble, 
for the owners of the wagons and horsea came 
upon him for the valuation which be had given 
bond to pay. In the necessary delay of Bettle- 
ment, some of them even sued him, and he would 
have been i-uined, the sum demanded amount- 
ing to twenty thouaand pounds, had not Gen. 
Shirley, who was then governor of Massachu- 
setts, and commander-in-chief of his Majesty's 
forces in America, ordered an examination of the 
accounts, and immediate payment to be made. 
But Franklin never received the full amount 
tibat was due him. , 
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Franklin loved best the arte o£ peace, and 
about this time he was much engaged in a plan 
for improving the condition of the German popu- 
lation in the colonies. It was proposed to pro- 
vide missioDBxies and teachers, and to render euch 
relief as might be needed. The majority of Ger- 
man immigrants at that period were very igno- 
rant, and full of prejudices against the people of 
English descent. *' Few of their ohildrea in 
the oooQtiy," sajs Franklin; " know English." 
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OHAETEK XXn. 

t of the Proprietaries. — Ditcord between 
the Uovemor- and tfte Ateemhly. — Effect (f 
Braddock^t Defeat in England. — Defence of 
t3t» FrontMT. — Franklin takei the Field. — 
Baitea Troops and Builds Forts. — The Mora- 
vian Settlements. ^-Indian Massacres. — The 
Moravia Bishop. — The March. — lAoy^s Be- 
acripHon. — Jhdian Device. — Letter to £i8 
W^e. — Sumrnorud to Philadelphia. — Elected 
Colonel. — Effect of a Salute. — An Escort. — 
Tha Proprietor (fended. — Letter to Mis Wife. 
^ DestfripHon. — Buffon. — FranMin^s Theory 
of Electricity assailed in France. — Does not 
Beply. — Sis Plan of Proving Identity of 
Electricity and JAghtning. — Dolibard. — Light- 
ving from the Clouds. — A Kite. — Proves Sis 
Theory. — The Royal Sodety.—A Gold Medal. 
— Affection for Sis Belativea. — Letter to Mrs. 
Meeom. — Benny. — Ajni^ua. — Letter to Mrs. 
Meoom. — Jemmy's Dress. 

MoKET was needed for the defence of tlie 
province, but the ABsemhly would not pass billa 
for that purpose, with a clause exemptiug the 
proprietory estates from theli share of the bur- 
den.. The governor i^ain and t^ain remonBtrated 
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with them, and rejected their money-billfl as not 
made according to his wiBhes, but they stood 
firm by their rights and the rights of the people. 
It was only reasonable, they declared, that all 
who were to be protected should join in meeting 
the expense. The meannees and injustioe of the 
proprietaries was loudly proclaimed in England, 
when the news of firaddock's defeat reached 
there. It was openly said, If these men obstruct 
the defence of the proTince, they forfeit their 
right to it. This fnghtened them into sending 
over an order to add five thousand pounds of 
their money to what might be given by the 
Assembly. Thia was accepted for the time in 
place of their share in the general tax. FrankHn 
was appointed one of the commissioners for dis- 
posing of the money, which amounted to sixty 
thousand pounds. He also oarried through the 
House a biU for establishing a Toluntary militia, 
to which the Quakers made no great oppoaitdon, 
as they were expressly exempted. 

Hitherto Franklin had served the ptovinoe in 
a civil capacity, or as counsellor in military af- 
fairs ; he was now to take the field as a mili- 
taiy commander. The northwestern frontier of 
the province was infeated by the enemy, and the 
governor prevailed on Franklin to take chaige 
of its defence, by raising troops, and building a 
line of forts. He was invested with the powers 
of a general, and was authorized to appoint such 
persons for officers as he thought competent. 
He soon had five hundred and sixty men under 
his command, his son aotii^ as md-de-camp. 
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The Moravian settlement, in the County of 
Northampton, was then sufferiug teiribly from 
the Indians. Gnadenbutten, one of their villages, 
had been burned, and the inhabitants massacred. 
It was proposed to build a fort there, and prepar- 
atoiy to that Franklin assembled the companies 
at Bethlehem, the chief establishment of these 
people. He found it in a good state of defence. 

"Tha principal balldlngs," heaa^, "were defended by a 
Btockftde ; thej had purdiaaed a quantity of anna and amma- 
nlUon from New York, and had even placed quantities of 
small paTtng-stones betireen the windows of their high stone 
bonaea, for their women to throw them down upon the heads 
of aD7 Indian that should attempt to force an entrance into 
them. The aimed brethren, too, kept watch, and relieved 
each other on guard, as metiiodically aa In any ganrlsou 
town. In conversBtioD with the bishop, Spangenbet^, I 
mentioned m; surprise ; for, knowing that they had obtained 
an act of Farllament exemptii^ them from mlUtar; duties 
In the colonies, I had supposed they were consclenliotuly 
scrapnlona aboat 1>earing arms. He amwered me, that it 
was not one of their established prindples; but that, at the 
time of their obtaining that act. It was thon^^t to I>e a prin- 
ciple with many of thdr people. On this occasion, however, 
tbey, to their surprise, found it adopted by but a few." 

It was the beginning of January when Frank- 
lin, havii^ sent two detachments in different 
directions to build forts, set out himself for 
Gnadenhutten, the tools, stores and baggage be- 
ing carried in five wagons. 

Just before leaving Bethlehem, eleven farmers, 
who had been driven from tbeir plantations by 
the Indiana, came to him requesting firearms that 
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they might go back and bring off their cattle. 

It rained nearly all day. There were no hab- 
itations on the road, till they arriTed, near night, 
at the house of a German, " where, sod in his 
bam," says Franklin, *' we were all huddled to- 
gether as wet as water could make us. " 

It was worse for the poor farmers, teQ out of 
the eleven having been killed that day by their 
savage enemies, iheir guns being rendered use- 
less by the rain, which wet the priming. 

The next day Franklin urived at Gnaden- 
hutten, where he found, says Lloyd, who was one 
of the party, " a soeoe of horror and destruction. 

" Wbere lat«l7 flourlstaftd a lu^ipf and peaceful vlUage, it 
to now ail silent and deaolMe; tlie houses burnt; the Inhkblt- 
ttnls butchered in the most shocking manner; their nungled 
bodies, for want of fonerala, exposed to birds and beasts of 
prey; and all kinds of nUschlef perpetrated, that wanton 
craeltj can Inventi" and he adds, "Ur. Franldin will, at 
least, deserve a statue for his prudence, justice, bonanitf , 
and, above all, for hla patteace." 

First of all, the commander buried the dead, 
and not till the next day did be commence work 
on the fort. In a week's time the fort was fin- 
ished, a flag was hoisted, and a swivel mounted, 
which was fired, to inform the Indians, if any 
were within hearing, what means of defence 
were on hand. 

Some of the days were rainy, and then no 
work was done ; and Franklin observed that on 
the work-days they were good-natured and 
cheerful, bnt on idle days in bad humor. He 
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VBB reminded, he says, of a sea^aptaiu, whose 
role it was to keep his men constaotlj at work ; 
and when his mate ouce told him that they had 
done everything, and there waa nothing fui-ther 
to employ them about, "Oh," sud he, "make 
them Bcour the anchor." 

From the fort, Franklin went oat with parties 
to scour the adjacent country. Mo Indians were 
to be seen, but Franklin's observant eye noticed 
a contrivance of theirs, where some had been 
encamped, to prevent the light of their fires dis- 
covering where they were. 

" Tbe; had dog holM, In the ground, abont threa tttt 
In dluneter, and somewhat deeper; we found where tiie; 
had, with tbelr hatchets, cnt off the charcoal from the ridei 
of bunt logs Ijlng In the woods. With these coals the; had 
Btade small Are* In the Iwttom of the holes, and we obeerred 
among the weeds and grass the prints of their bodies, made 
t^ their lying all lonnd, with their legs hanging down In 
the holes to keep thdr feet warm." 

During bis absence, Franklin kept up a lively 
communication with home. The day he started 
for Guadenhutten, Jan. 15, he wrote to hia wife, 
whom he addressed as " My clear child," telling 
her to make herself easy about him, and that he 
hoped within a fortn^ht to be in Philadelphia. 
Ten days later, he wrote to her : 

"We have enjoyed Tonr roast beef, and this day began on 
the roast veal. . . . Tour citizens, that have their din- 
ners hot and hot, know nothing of good eating. We And It 
In much greater perfection when the kitchen Is four-soore 
mllaa from the dining-room. The applea are extremely wel- 
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coma, uid do bnrd; to eat after our ult pork; tJie pt'nW 
pies are not jet come to hand, but I suppose we shall find 
them among the things expected up from Bethlehem on 
Taesd»r Aa to oar lodging, it ia on deal feather- 
beds, in vann blankets, and much more comfortable than 
whaa we lodged at our Ion, the first oiglit after we left 
home; for, the woman behig about to put very damp sheets 
on the bed, we deaired her to air them first; half an hour 
afterwards, she told me the bed waa ready, and the sheela 
weU aired. I got Into bed, but jumped out immediately, 
finding them as cold as death, and partly frozen. She had 
tUred them Indeed, but It was oat upon the hedge. I mte 
forced to wr^p myself up In my gteat-coat and woolen trow- 
lers." 

Another letter, five days later, conclndea with 
*' I am, dear girl, your lovii^ husband." 

While at Bethlehem, lie inquired into the cos- 
toma of the Moraviaua, and attended some of 
their religious eervices. 

He had no sooner completed the forts, and 
stored them with provisions, than he waa sum- 
moned back to Philadelphia, by a letter from the 
Governor. The Assembly had been convened, 
and his presence was much desired. He turned 
over his command to Col. Clapham, an English 
officer experienced in Indian war, and directed his 
face toward home, having an escort back as far 
as Bethlehem. Here he rested a few days. 
" The first night," he says, " lying in a good 
bed, I could hai-dly sleep, it was so different 
from my hard lodging on the floor of a hut at 
Gnadenhutten, with only a blanket or two." 

, . .Cookie 
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Beii^ retamed to Philadelphia, he found that 
the inhahitants, all but the Quakers, had formed 
tikemBelves into militaty companies, aiid chosen 
their officers. Franklin was made colonel of the 
raiment, which numbered about twelve hun- 
dred men, with a company of artiUeiy. The 
first time he reviewed them, they gave him a 
salute before his door, which shook down and 
broke several glasses of his electrical apparatus. 
His new honors, he says, proved not much leus 
brittle, for the law under which tbe Association 
bad been organized being Boon repealed in Eng- 
land, all the commissions were broken. 

"Dniiiig this Short term of my colonelj^p," u;b Frank- 
Uo, " being about to let oat on s Journey U> Tii^inla, the 
offlcen of mjr regtment took It Into their heads to escort me 
out of tovn. Just as I tm getting on horseback, the; came 
to my door, between tMrty «ud forty, mounted, and all In 
Uielr unifonnB." He was taken by surprise, and " a good 
deal chagrined at their appearance, especially as, when th^ 
b^au to more, they drew their swords, and rode with them 
nalred all the way." 

The Proprietor was greatly o£fended ; no such 
honor, he said, had been paid to him, when in 
the province, or to any of his governors ; and, 
moreover, such display was proper only for 
princes of the blood royal. 

The Proprietor, Thomas Penn, had always 
disliked Frankliu for opposing in the Assembly 
Ilia exemption from taxation, and now his hos- 
tility was much iucreosed. He endeavored to 
effect Franklin's removal from his office of PokC* 
master General; but in vain. ^ .ooqIc 
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During hia absence of two months inViigiDia, 
on the business of the post-office, Ftanklin did 
not forget his home. He wrote to his wife fi.-om 
Fredericktown, March 21st, addressing her again 
as " My deal- child." Peter, one of his servants, 
had been taken sick, and Franklin tells how be 
bled him, and dosed him with camomile tea. 
He also wished (hat Dr. Bond would send him 
some of his good pills by post. " My duty to 
mother, and love to Sally [his daughter], Debby, 
Gracy, &c., not forgetting the Goody. I am, 
my dear chUd, your loving huBband." On the 
SOth, he writes from Williamsbiug. 

" My Dsab CHnj>: 

" I vroto to 70U da New York the da^ aft«t mf arrival, 
BCqntdnting you tbat I bad a fine joorne]' and passage dovn 
the Bay. ... I have been well ever since, quite dear of 
the dizztnesB I complained of, and aa gay as a bird, not bft- 
giuning yet to long for home, the worry vt perpetual bnsi- 
ness being yet fresh In my memory. Ur. Hunter [joint 
Postmaster General] is much better than I ezpect«d to find 
him, and we are d^ly employed In settling onr aftain. 
About the end of the week we are to take a tonr Into the 
country, Virginia la a pleasant country, now la ftill spring ; 
the people obliging and polite. . . , 
"lam, dear Debby, 

"YoDB Lonsa HuBBAss," 

We have already spoken of the manner in 
which Franklin's important experiments and 
discoveries were at first received in England. 
A copy of hia papers, soon after, fell into the 
hands of the philosopher Bu£fon, who got them 
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translated into French. Tbej were aseuled by 
the Abb4 Nollet, who had formed a difEercDt 
theory oi electricity. He oould not believe that 
engh a work came from America, or that such a 
person as Franklin really existed. The whole 
thing was a fabrication. But, being convinced 
of our phUoBOpher'a eziEtence, he wrote a Tolome 
defending hia own theory, and denying the valid- 
ity of Franklin's experimenta. 

At first Franklin thought of replying, bat con- 
cluded to let his papers " shift for themselves ; " 
which he was afterwards glad of, as a friend, a 
member of the Royal Academy of Sciences, 
took up his cause and defended him. Franklin's 
book began to attiact universal attention. It 
was translated into Italian, German and Latin, 
and its views were gradually adopted throughout 
Europe. His opponent, the Abb6, lived to see 
himself the last of his sect, with a single excep- 
tion) one lone disciple still cleaving to him. 

Franklin, years before, had suggested and 
partially proved the identity of electricity and 
lightning, and had indicated a method of deter^ 
ipiping the question. 

" On tlie top of «ome high tower or steeple, plaee a kind 
of Mnt^'box, big enough to contotu a man and an dectrlc 
stand. From the middle of the stand let an Iron rod riae, 
and pau bending ont of the door, and then npright tweotf 
or Oiirtf feet, pointed very ahaip at the end. If the eleo- 
trical itand be kept clean and drj, a man slandlng on it, 
when inch clonds are paaalng low, might be electrified aad 
■Sord sparkB, the rod drawing fire to him from a dond. If 
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an; danger to lli« man alionld be qtprehended (thongh 1 
Oiink them would be none), let blm stand on tlie floor of 
hla box, and now and tben bring new to the rod, Oie loop of 
a win that baa one end fastened to tlie leads, he holding 
Itbyawsx baodle; so the sparlcs, 11 the rod Is electrified, 
will strike from the rod to the wire, and not aSect him." 

Ameiioa then furnishing no such Buitiable place 
for the experiment, it was deferred, till it had 
been made by Dalibard in France. He dievr 
Ughtoing from the clouds, and demonstrated the 
truth of Franklin's theory. De Lor, also, re- 
peated what he called the Philadelphia Experi- 
ments, before the king and court, and crowds of 
Parisians. 

Dalibard's experiment was made on the 10th 
of May, 1752. The next month Franklin, with- 
out knowing what success had followed his sug- 
gestion in Fi'ance, himself completed his great 
discoYcry in Philadelphia. He had waited some 
five years for the erection of a spire, by means 
of which he could verify his theory, first con- 
ceived is 1747, but now it occurred to him that 
by means of a kite, he might more readily have 
communication with the oloads. He listened 
two cross sticks to a silk handkerchief, the up- 
right one having an iron point. The string was 
of hemp, except what was held by the hand, 
which was of silk. A key was attached to the 
string, just above the silk. Every thing being 
ready, he watched for a thunder-cloud, and see- 
ing one approaching, he went forth into a field 
in the suburbs of the city, aecompauied only by 
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his Bon, for fear of the ridicule that might come 
from a fulnre. To avoid the raiii, he went un- 
der a shed ; the kite was sent forth on ita great 
missioD ; hut there was no response from the 
oloud. He looks more carefully at the string. 
There is a singular appearance, similar to what 
he had noticed in his electrical experiments — 
UiQ loose fibres assume an erect position. There 
most be electricity there. He applies his knuckle 
to the key, and receives a strong spark I The 
thander-oloud is a Leyden jar. His theory is 
true I 

We know that Franklin was not a man to 
easily give way to raptures, hut there can be no 
doubt his emotions were, at that moment, of the 
most exquisite kind. The fear of poaeible fail- 
nre had given place to the ezhiler&tion of cer- 
tainty, and what a certainty I Again and f^ua 
he draws sparks &om the key, no longer now to 
prove his speculation, but for the simple delight 
of witnessing the wonderful phenomenoD. He 
knows he has made a great discovery, but as yet 
he is ignorant that hia &me has spread over 
Europe. The next ship brings him the agreea- 
ble intelligence. Even the Royal Society of 
London laa hastened to correct its blunder. 
That learned body, having learned that the 
theory of the American philosopher had been 
proved in France, had come to the wise conclu- 
sion that he was not a person to be laughed at. 
They had voted to publish in their Transactions 
those Tery papers which they had once rejected 
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as DDWorthy of notice. Some of the membera 
bad repeated the experiments of drawing Ilgbt- 
ning &om the clouds by a pointed lod. To 
crowD bis tnumpb, the next year, 175S, without 
any application from himself, he was chosen a 
member, and excused the customary fee of twen- 
ty-five guineas; the Transactions were ever 
after sent him gratis, and be was voted a gold 
medal, the President accompaDjiiig the delivery 
of it with a eulogistac speech. 

With all his public cares upon Mm, and all his 
public bonois, Fianklin ever retained a lively 
interest in the welfare of bis relatives. He al- 
ways looked after their private interests, and, if 
an opportunity offered, he had no scruples about 
putting them into some public office. Soon 
after his return from Virginia, under date of 
June 28th, 1756, he wrote to his sister, Mrs. 
Meoom, about her son Benny, whom her brother 
had established as a printer in Antigua. Her 
letter was full of thanks, to which he replied : 
"DBAS Sibteb; 

" I recdred yonr letter of extravagaiit «mnW^ which pat 
me In mind of the itoir of the member of Parliunent, who 
hegui cme of his Bpeechee with uTlog he thanked Ood tliat 
be WM bom and bred a Preabj'terlaii ; on which another took 
leave to obserre that the gentleman must needs be of a 
moat grateful disposition, since he was thankful for each 
ray small matters." 

Benny seems to have become dissatisfied with 
the arrangement made by bis uncle, and bad re- 
solved to quit AnUgua. His mother was am- 
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ions to know what had led the young man to 
take this apparently haaty step, and to hei 
inqnuy, her brother made reply : 

" WlMD I Bet bim up at Antlgiu, he wu to hare the Tua 
of th« prinUng-hoiue, oUowlng me one-third put of Qxe 
profit*. After thlB, finding Mm diligent utd cacefal, for hto 
cnctnmgement, I reUnqoished thnt agreement, and let him 
know that, aa yoa were remored Into a dearer house, if he 
pkld jon jearly a certain mm, I forget what It waa, toworda 
diBchoiging your rent, and another small sum to me, in 
aogor and mm, for my family use, he need keep no farther 
accoonta of U)e profiU, but should enjoy all the rest htmseU. 
I cannot remember what the whole of both payment 
unonnted to, bat I think they did not exceed twenty pounds 
• year. 

" The truth is, I intended from the first to give Mm the 
printin^house; but, as he was youTkg and inexperienced in 
the world, I thought it beat not to do it immediately ; but to 
ka^ him a little dependent for a time, to check the flighty 
uuateadtneas of temper which, on several occaalons, be had 
dhicovered; aod what I received from him I concluded to lay 
out in new types, that, when I shonld give It to Tilm en- 
tirely. It might be worthy his acceptance; and, if I should 
die firat, I put It in my will that the letten should be all 
new east tor him." 

But the proposal of paying an annual aum did 
not Boit the young man ; he wanted his uncle 
to name a certain sum for the printing ofiBce, and 
allow him to pay it off in instalments, and have 
the yearly tribute cease. He loved freedom, he 
said, and oonld not bear dependence on any man, 
though he were the best man living. Franklin 
infonos his sister that for a long time he took no 
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DotiQe of his nephew's letter, which chafed him 
the more, till he resolved to abasdon the island. 
A third very resolute letter was answered. 
Franklia inquired where his nephew thoi^ht of 
going, and mentioned the Bum for which the 
property might be sold ; if the person who had 
applied for it woold not give that amount, eTery- 
thing was to be packed up and sent home. He 
added at the close, that " the things " had all ar- 
rived, and that he hoped Benny would do better 
eomewhero else, though he feared it would be 
years before he was cured of his ficklenesa. 
The following December Franklin wrote 

" Ton will mmlTO tbia by the tuuid of yonr mm Banja- 
min, cm wboM ufe return bmn the West Indlea I ■tueeretr 

" He bAs settled Mooonla with me, Kod pftld the btlanoe 
honorably. He hu also cleared tlie old prlnUng-hoiue to 
himaeU, and seat It to Boston, where he propoaea to aet np 
his boalneBB, togeUier with bookselliiig, irtilch, considering 
his Indoatry and fmgallty, I make no doubt will answer. 
He has good credit and some money In England, and I have 
helped him by lending him a litde more; so that he may «• 
pect a cargo of books, and a quantity of new letter, in the 
■pring: and I shall, from time to time, furnish him vUb 
p^er. We all join In love to yon and yoors. 
"lam, 

"TOTTB Iiovnrs Bbwhzb." 

This was the " Benny " who, when some 

years before, apprenticed by Franklin to Mr. 

Parker, at New York, complained to his mother 

that his master did not furnish him with good 
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enoogh clothes. Franklin hearing of the com- 
plaint, wrote to his sister about it. 

"laaver knew an ftpprentice contented wltlithe clotbea 
allowed >'ini by Ma muter, let them be what the; woold. 
Jemmy Prankllii, Ithls was his brother James' aoo,) when 
he wu with me, waa alwayi dls84llafled and gmmbUng. 
When I was last In Boston, his annt, [f. e. Hn. FranUIn], 
hid him go to a shop and please himself, which tbe gentle- 
man did, and bought a soit of clothee on my account, dearer 
by onoJialf than any I ever afforded myself, one sttlt ex- 
cepted; which I don't mention by way of complaint of 
Jonmy, for he and I are good frieodf, but only to ahow joa 
tbanatoraol bofi." 
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CHAPTER yTTTT. 

Cfovemor Dena^. — Enttrtainment m hit Ebnor, 

— Praenta the Gold Medal to Franklin. — In 
terview vntA Franklin. — F^anilin't Indepen- 
denee. — Neui Diaputeg. — Conference with th» 
Lidiana. — M Flaston. — Letter to hit Wife. — 
Broom-eom. — The Proprietary ttiU Obttinate. 
— Franklin Appointed Agent to Petition the 
(hoten Against £tm. — Arrival of Lord Lou- 
down. — He Meett the Governor and FrankUn. 
— JtetoUaion in the AstejiMy- — Svxpetuion of 
B^htt. — Preparea to go to England. — G-oea to 
New York. — Letter to his Wife. — Long Delay. 

— Letter to Mb iSister. — Oare of the Aged. — 
Another Letter. — Benny Thinka t^ Marriage. 
-~ Mat Bettey. — Letter to hia W^e. — To his 
iSiiter, — Peter Mecom. — Honeaty in Butx- 
neaa. — Letter to hit Wife. — A Large Fleet. 
— Chased by SoatUe Shipa.—The SoiUy Mocka. 

— Qreat PerH.— Off Falmouth, — Letter to 
hit W^e. — Bi London. 

In the year 1766, GtOy. Morris was sapeiseded 
by Capt WiUiun Denny. The people of the 
province were glad of a change, hoping, though 
without sufficient grounds, f^at he would be 
more favorable to their interests. Accordingly, 
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•whsn iho proprietary mayor and corporation of 
Fhiladelpliia made an entertainment in his honor, 
the members of the Assembly, sharing the gen- 
eral feelii^, accepted an invitation to be present. 
Franklin was one of the company, willing, with 
others, to give a respectful welcome to the ne^ 
ruler. He, on hia part, knowing Franklin's high 
standing and powerful influence, was glad of bo 
good an opportunity of paying his respects to 
the man whom the world honored, and who had 
it greatly in his power to aid or obstruct his ad- 
ministration. He had brought over with him 
the gold medal, voted by the Royal Society, and 
ftt the dinner, presented it to Frankhn, accompa- 
nied with *' many polite expressions of esteem." 
And after dinner, when the company were en- 
joying their wine, he took Franklin aside, and 
told Wi that he had been advised by friends in 
England to cultivate a friendship with him, as 
one capable of giving him the best advice. He 
wished, therefore, to be on the most cordial 
terms with him, and assured him of his readiness 
to do him any service in hia power. The pro- 
prietor, he said, wished well to the province, and 
it wonld certainly be for the advant^e of all 
parties, if there could be harmony between him 
and the people. He should look to Franklin as 
his main reliance in bringing about a good feel- 
ing; and be m^bt depend on adequate rewards. 
Some wine having been sent to the governor, 
of which he made Uberol use. he became more 
and more profuse in his complimente, solidta 
tions, and promiees. 

Cookie 
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Franklin was not to be entrapped by BUcU 
flattery. He thanked the goremor for his kind 
woids. He replied oonrteoUHly, bnt assured him 
that he had no favors to ask of the proprietor, 
and that, as a member of the Assembly, he could 
not accept of any ; but that he would be evei 
ready to forward any measures proposed by the 
proprietor, which aeemed to be for the public 
good. He hoped that the governor was not to 
be hampered by such unfortunate instmctioos 
as his predecessors had been. 

The governor made no reply to thia, as he 
could not well do. The disputes witik the As- 
sembly were soon renewed, and Franklin, true 
to his word, was as active as ever in the opposi- 
tion. Socially, however, he and the governor 
were on friendly terms. Denny was a man of 
letters, liad seen much of the world, and was en- 
tertaining in conversation. From him Franklin 
learned t^t Ralph was in high repute in Eng- 
land as a political writer, and was enjoying a 
pension of three hundred pounds a year. 

A few months after Denny came into power, 
a conference was appointed with the Indians, 
who, instigated by the French, had given much 
trouble to the province. The conference con- 
sisted of the governor end members of the 
Council, and several members of the Assembly. 
They met at E^ton on the 8th of November, 
1756. The Indians, through Teedjuscung, king 
of the Delawares, made grievous complaints, to 
which the governor i-eplied. No veiy satisfao- 
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lory restalt was reached, the chief propofiing an- 
other council in the spring. 

While at Easton, Franklin, ever mindful of 
home, wrote to his wife in a stnun of feigned 
displeasure : 
"Mt Dxab fJ HTT.n : 

" I «n>t« to you a lev di^ oluce bj a special mesaeDger, 
Mid endoKd letters for all OTir wiTes and sveetliearts, ex- 
pecting to hear from joa by hit return, and to have tlie 
noitlieni neirspapers and En^^h letters per tlie packet ;bnt 
he li Just now tetamed witbont a aeia^ for poor iu. 80 1 
had a good mind not tovrrite ta 70a b; this opportunity; 
bat I never can be Ill-natured enongh eroa where there U 
the moat occasion. The messenger eays he left the letters 
at yonr home, and saw yon afterwards at Ur. Dacbe'e, and 
told you when he would go, and that he lodged at Honey's, 
next door to you, and yet you did not write; so let Qoody 
Smith glTS one more Just judgment, and say wliat should 
be done to yoo. I think I won't tell you that we are well, 
nor that we e^iect to tetuni about the middle of the week, 
ata will I send you a word of news; that's poz. 

" Hy duty to mother, lore to the children, and to HiM 
Bet^ and Qncy, etc, etc 

" I am, your loving husband. 



"F. 8. —I AOM acrolcAed out Me Uning vordt, being writ 
In haste by mistake, when I forgot I tsos angrjf" 

A few months after this, in a short letter to 
his sister Jane, under date of February Slat, he 
communicates what has became an interesting 
piece of information, his helping to bring into 
notice the broom-coru, from which Las Binee 
grown a laige branch of manafactnie t 
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" I eneloM 70a Boine whlik seed ; It is a kind of com, good 
for creatures; it moat be planted in UIIb, like Indian own. 
Thetopsmake tlie best lliatch In the world; and of tltesame 
are made, the whlaks yoa um for Tdvet. Fny try If it will 
grow with Ton. I brought it from Virginia Qlre aome to 
Ur. Cooper, tome to Ur. Bovdoln." 

To return to the political a&iis of the ptOT- 
inoe. 

The propiietary continued obstinate, and the 
Assembly resolved to petition the king against 
him and hi^ subordinates. FranMin wsa chosen 
their agent to go to England and present and 
support their petition, which might claim the 
greater consideration as it showed the proprietor 
to be regardless not only of the interests of the 
people, but of the crown. A bill for granting 
six thousand pounds to the king's use had been 
rejected by the governor, according to instruc- 
tions from his superior. 

Franklin accepted the commission, and had 
made his arrangements to sail, when Lord Lou- 
doun, who was then in command of the royal 
troops at New York, arrived at Philadelphia, 
for the purpose of effecting an accommodation 
between the contending parties. He met the 
Govemor and Franklin. The latter pleaded the 
cause of the Assembly, showing the injustice 
of the proprietary administi-ation ; the former 
pleaded his instructions, which he was stvom to 
obey, and which he could not disregard without 
ruin. If his lordship, however, would advise 
his breaking his agreement, he was not unwill- 
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iug to hazard the result. Franklin tried to 
prevail upou Lord Loudoun to do bo, but in 
vain ; for at last he was himself ui^ed to per- 
suade the Assembly to submission. His lordship 
further eaid that the province must go uopro- 
tected, unless it would provide for its own de- 
fence ; he had no troops to spare. 

Franklin acquainted the House with what had 
passed, and then presented a series of resohi- 
tioQS, declaring that the rights of the Assembly 
were not relinquished, but only suspended on 
the present occasion, through compulsion, against 
which they protested. On this ground a new 
bill was passed, conformable to the proprietaiy's 
wishes, which was bigned by the Governor. 

The controversy was, of course, not ended. 
There was the same necessity as before, that 
Franklin should proceed on his mission. The 
packet in which he had engaged a passage was 
gone, with his sea-stores, which loss was ouly 
recompensed by hia lordship's thanks for his 
services, and he had to go to N'ew York to find 
a ship. On his way, he wrote to his wife from 
Trenton: 
" Mt Deab CBnj>: 

"About a dozen of oat frlenda accompanied tu quite 
hither, to see us out of the province, and we spent a veiy 
agreeable evening together. I leave home, and undertake 
this long voyage the more cheerfully, aa I can rely ou your 
prudence In the management of my affafra and education of 
oar dear cUld; and yetlcaimot forbear onoe mon reconir 
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ntodlng her to joa with a fathei'B tenderest conceiiL My 
lontoalL 

" I am, jooT affectionate hiuband, 

"B. Fbabkijh." 

He reached New York the day set by Lord 
Loudoun, who was already there, but the time 
of sailing was deferred from day to day for many 
weeks, while unwilling paaeengeia were kept 
waiting for the great man's letters, which veore 
always to be ready to-morrow. 

While in New York, Franklin wrote some 
letters to frienib in Philadelphia, whioh he put 
into the hands of a messenger who had arrived 
thence with despatches from Gov. Denny for the 
general, and expected to return at once. " I am 
to receive my answers to-morrow," said the mes- 
senger, " and then ehaU set out on my return 
immediately." A fortnight after, Franklin met 
the man in the same place ; " So you are soon 
returned, Junis ? " " Betuined I n.6, 1 am not 
gone yet I " " How so ? " "I have called here 
this and every momii^ these two weeks past 
for his lordship's letters, and they are not yet 
ready." " Is it possible, when he is so great a 
writer: for I see him constantly at hia escri- 
toire ? " " Yes," said Junis, " but he is like St. 
Geoi^e, on the signs, alm^t on horsebact, and 
never ridei on." 

This delay was very irksome to Franklin. He 
whiled away the time as best he could, some- 
times in conferences with the general, sometimes 
in writing to bis friends. There was a balance 
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dee him on account of wagons and aupplies for 
Braddock's army ; he tried to' effect a settle- 
ment ; the general ordered a warrant drawn for 
payment, but before signing it, concluded to 
defer a settlement till they reached England, 
which was the end of it. Then, recruiting offi- 
cers of the king's army had enlisted bound ser- 
vants of the farmers, without compensation. 
Frankhn sought rediess ; but the general could 
not be brought to a definite point. 

Among the letters which he wrote at this 
time is one to his sister, Mrs. Mecom, under 
date of April 19, 1757. 
" DxAB Sibtxb: 

" I vrota a tew llnea to you yMterday, bat omitted to ui- 
twer TOUTS, relating to ilstar Borne. A» Juning their omt 
wag is one of tbe greatcBt comforts of life to old people, I 
think their friends shonlil endeavor to accommodate them in 
that, u well aa anything <>\M. When they have long lived 
in a house, It becomes natoiaJ to them; Qiey are almoEt as 
closely connected with it, as the tortoiM with his shell ; they 
die U yoa tear them out of it ; old folks and old trees, U yon 
remove them, it is ten to one that you feill them; so let oar 
good old sbter be no more importuned on that head. We 
an growing old fast onrselves [Franklin was now fifty-one] 
and shall expect the same kind of indulgences; if we give 
them, we shall have a tight to receive them in our torn. 

" And as to her few fine tilings, I ttiink she is in the 
li^t not to sell them, and lor the reason she gives, tliat tlUT 
will fel«h bat little; when that little Is spent, they would be 
of no farther use to her; but perhaps the expectation of 
possessing them at her death may make that person tender 
and careful of her, and helpfol to her to tbe amoont of Ua 
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tlmei their valae. If bo, tbey us pat to tbe belt hm tlu^ 
posBiblj c»D be. 

"I hope fon ^slt sister as often as your afEaln vill per- 
mit, and afford her what assistance and comfort yaa can In 
lier present sltoatlou. Old age, tufirmiUea, and potertg, 
Joined, are afflictions enough. The neglect and tlighU of 
friends and near relations should nerer be added. Peqde 
in her circnmstances are ^t to suspect this sometimes with- 
out caose; (^peanacet, therefore, shoold be attended to, In 
oar conduct toward diem, as well as reaUtUt. I write by 
this poet to cousin WlUiuns, to continue his care, wUch I 
doubt not he will do. 

" We expect to sail In about a week, so that I can hardly 
beai from you again on this side the water ; but let me have 
a line bom you now and then, while I am In London. I 
expect to stay there at least a twelve-moitlb. . . . li^ 
love to all, from, dear sister, 

" Tour affectionate brother, 

"B. Traxkus. 

" P. 8. — AprU SOU. We are stlU here, and perhqia ni^ 
' be here a week longer. Once mote adieu, my dear ^ter." 

Certainly, many thanks are due to the pro- 
Toking general for affordii^ the opportoztit^ to 
Franklin of writing this admirable letter. 

About a month later he wrote again to his 
sister from Woodbridge, New Jersey, whither 
be seems to haye escaped for a day or two to 
attend to some business. In it he referred to 
" Benny's " intentions of marriage. His wife 
seems to have been with him. 

" I know nothing of that affair, but what yoa write me, 
except that I think Uiss Betsey a very agreeable, sweet- 
tempered, good girl, who iias had a housewifely ftdBftaliw^i 
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and will make, to a good basbuul, a rery good wife. Toor 
Bister and I liare a great eeteem for her; and if she vill be 
kind enough to accept of oor nephew, we think it will be 
hia own f^t. If he ia not as happy aa the married stt^ can 
make Tilm, Tlie family Is a respectable one, hat whether 
there can be any fortnue I know not; and, as yoa do not 
inquire ahont this particular, I suppose you think with me 
Otat where everything else desirable Is to be met with, that 
Is not very material. If she does not bring a fortune, she 
Till help to make one. Industry, frugality, and prudent 
economy In a wife, are to a tradesman. In their effects, a 
loTtOM, and a fortone anfflclent for Benjamin, if hla expec- 
taUona are reasonable. We can only add, that, If the young 
lady and her Mends are willing, we give our consent heart- 
ily, and our blessing. Hy lore to brother and the children. 
" Your affectionate brother, 

"B. Fbahsuh. 
"P. B. — It Benny will promise to be one of the tenderoet 
husbands in the world, I will give my consent. He knows 
already what I think of Ulss Betsey. 

" I am hia loving annt, 

" DKBOBAH FaAKKUK." 

Still delayed; and about a week later, Fiank- 
lin wrote to hia wife, who had returned home : 
" Ht DsAS DxBBT : 

" . . . . All the packets are to sail together with the 
fleet, bnt when that will be is yet uncertain; for yesterday 
came in Haw privateers with several prizes, and by them 
Oiere Is advice that the French Sect, which was in the West 
Indies, is come to the northward ; and now it is questioned 
whether it will he thou^t prudent for these transports to 
■ail till there Is certain advice that the grand fleet Is arrived 
from England. This, however, is only town talk. . , . 

"I have been veij low-aplrited all d^. This tedlona 
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sUW cd imcerULQty and long waiting have alnuMt worn oat 
B17 patlencfiL ... I left my beat apectadea on de table. 
Please Mnd them to me." 

On the 80th of May, he wrote i^ain to Mis. 
Mecom: 
"DsabSibtkb: 

" I luiTe before me yoon of t&e 9tb and 16tlL InitanL Z 
am glad yoa bare resolved to ^it sister Dowse ottener ; It 
will be a great comfort to her, to find she Is not neglected bj 
yon, and your example may perh^« be followed by some 
others of her relatione." 

A little further on, the wnter gives some good 
advice, which many peisons in our day would 
do well to lay to heart : 

"I am glad that Peter Uecom'U acquainted with Hie 
crown-aoap business so as to make what Is good of the kind. 
I hope he will always take care to make it failUuUy, and 
never slight the manufacture, or attempt to deceive by ap- 
pearancea. Then he may boldly put his name and niatk, 
and In a little time It will acquire as good a character as that 
made by his late uncle, or any other person whatever. I 
believe hla annt at Philadelphia [Ura. Franklin] can help 
him to sell a good deal of It. . . Let a box be sent to her 
(but not unless It be rl^t good) and she will Immediately 
letum the ready money for It ... . 

"lamglad toheai Johnny Is so good and dlUgontaw)^- 
man. If he ever sets np at the goldsmith's htuinesa, ha 
most remember that there Is one accomplishment without 
which be cannot possibly thrive In that trade, that is, por- 
feet Aonesty. It Is a basiness that, though ever so ap- 
rightly managed, is always liable to suspicion ; and if a man 
la once detected In the smallest fraud, it soon becomes pub- 

■ FnnldiA'i aaphew. 
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Uc, knd erer; one la pat upon Mi guard against him; no 
one will Tenton to ^ fals wareg, or troHt him to nuke np 
Ilia plate ; ao at once he U ruined. I hope my nephew will, 
therefore, estKhliah a character as an honest tatd faUlfftU, aa 
well aa sUfAiI workman, and then he need not fear tor em- 
ployment." 

The season has advanced into June, and Btall 
he is on shore. On the second day of the month 
Fraoldin wrote to his wife a final letter. Refei- 
ring to tua httle daughter, he said : 

" I hope my dear Sally will behave In everything to yonr 
latiifactlQii, and mind her leamiog and Improrement Ab 
my abeeuce will make yoor houae quieter, and lewen yonr 
bnalneoB, you wlU have the more lelnore to lostmct her and 
fotm her. I pray God to bleaa yon both, and that we may 
once more have a happy meedng. Qod preMore, guard and 
gnlde you. Hy duty to mother and love to all the famUy, 
I ihall endeavor to write to you once more before we aal), 
being as ever, my dear child, your affectionate husband." 

At last, the alarm about the Frenoh proving 
groundless, the general, being also presumed to 
have finished all his letters, gave orders to sail. 
There lays in the harbor a great fleet of nearly 
s hundred sfdl, designed for the reduction of 
Louisbnrg, and Lord Loodoon, with his army, 
embarked in the flag ship, accompanied by the 
three packet boats, destined for England, but 
which were to be at hand to receive his httest 
dispatches. It was sevei-al days after leaving 
tfew York before Franklin's packet was allowed 
to go on its way. The other two were taken to 
Hftlifa-T, with all their passengers ; and when 
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the general, after spending some time there in 
" sham attacks od sbam forts," aa a preparation 
for taking Louisbiirg, decided to abandon the 
attack and return to New York, they were 
forced to go back with him. 

The packet in which Franklin suled proved 
at first to be a very dull sailor. It was found 
that she was too heavily loaded by the head, for, 
on shifting the water-casks further aft, she out- 
stripped the rest of the fleet. After partiog 
company with the fleet, the packet was chased 
by several hostile ships, but outsailed every- 
thing, and in thirty days had soundings. The 
captain hoped, by making a good run in the 
night, to be off Falmouth harbor in the morning. 
The wind was fresh and {sir, and, crowding all 
sail, he shaped his course, as he thought, so as to 
pass wide of the SciUy Rocks. But a strong 
current, which sometimes sets up St. George's 
Channel, and which caused the loss of Sir 
Cloudwley Shovel's squadron, in 1707, diverted 
the ship from its course, and came near making 
her a wreck. 

"We had a watchmui," svfs Franklla, "placed in Qia 
bow, to whom they often called, 'Look well oat before 
there;' and ha as often answered, ' A.7, ay;' but perhaps Lad 
his eyes shat, and wu half asleep at the time, they •ome 
times answering, it Is said, mechanicall;; for he did not 
Me a light jnst before ua, which had been hid by the stnd- 
ding sails from the man at the liehn, and from the rest of 
tlie watch, bnt by an accidental yaw of the ship was discoT' 
ered, and occasioned a great alarm, we being very near It; 
the light appearing to me aa large as a cart-wheel. It wu 
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midnight, and our captAiu last asleep; but Captain Ken- 
ncdj [of the Bojol Navy, a paaseuger] jumping upon deck, 
«nd aeeing the danger, ordered Uie ehip to wear round, all 
soils standing; an operation dai^erous to the maata, but It 
carried iu clear, and we avoided ahlpwrecl, for we were 
miming bwt OH the roclu on which the light was erected. 

" This dellTerance Impreued me strougl)' with the ntlUl; 
of Hgbt-boogefl, and made me resolve to encoorage the 
building some of them in America, if I should live to return 
thither. 

" la the morning it waa found bj the sounding, that we 
were near our port, but a thick fog hid the land from our 
^ght. About nine o'clock the fog began to rise, and seemed 
to be lifted up from the water like the curtain of a theatre, 
dlsoovering underneath the town of Falmouth, the veaseU 
In the harbor, and the fielda Oiat surround it. Tliis was a 
pleasing spectacle to those who liad long been without auj 
other prospect than the uniform view of a vacant ocean, 
and it gave as the more pleasure as we were now free from 
the anxletjes which had arisen." 

In a letter to his wife, he saya that, on land- 
ing: 

" The bell ringing for church, we went thither immedi- 
ate!;, and, with hearts full of gratitude, returned sincere 
thanks to God for the mercies we had received. Were I a 
Soman Catholic, perhaps I should on this occasion vow to 
boUd a chapel to some saints; but as I am not, if I were to 
TOW at all, it should be to build a llght-liouse." 

From Falmouth he proceeded, with his sou, 
immediately to London, stopping a httle by the 
way to Tiew Stonehenge on Saliisbury Plain, and 
Lord Pembroke's house and gardens, with the 
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very canons antiquities at Wilton. Thej 
reached London, 3v\j 27th, making the journey 
of two hundred and fifty miles in a week or ten 
days, proceeding at the slow rate of tiSTeling 
customary at that time. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 

At P^er OoUituon't.— Letter to Bit W\fe.~M 
Mrs. Stevenson's. — Mar;/ Steventon. — Vi»itt 
from I)i»tingvi»7ted Person*. — Very 111. — 
LettertoEU Wife.— Another Letter.— Some- 
sick. — Another Letter. — London Coaches. — 
^ventorj/ of Artioles Sent Some. — ifig Agency. 
— Seeks on Interview with Thomas and Kiohard 
Penn. — Their Pr^udiee». — Visits Cambridga 
and Other Placet. — Sends Presents to Sis 
IhuyhUr and a Friend. — Family Portraits. — 
Women and Politics. — Sends for Pippins, 
Sams, and Crcmherries. — • Ooody Smith. — At 
Catnhri^e. — Ftrit« the Souse of Sis Ances- 
tors. — Thomas Franklin. 

FkahkIjIN is OQce more in London, not now 
a young printer, a straugar, seeking employment, 
but a man. of wide celebrity, on an impoiiant 
miaaion to the government, hia society courted 
by the wise and great. He was a youth of 
eighteen when he left Ameiica before ; now he 
is a Tfinerable gentleman of fifty-one. 

He spent the first few days at the boose of 
his excellent friend, Feter Collinson, a member 
of the Royal Society, with whom he had correa- 
ponded on scientiBo subjecta. The day of his 
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atriTal, he Bent oS a lettei to his wife, hia "dear 
child," like a good hasband, aa he was. He 
soon took Qp his abode at the house of Mrs. 
Margaret SteveDson, in Craven street, to whom 
he had been recommended by some Pennsylva- 
nia friends who had boarded there, and whom he 
foand to be a most amiable lady. She had a 
daughter, Mary, then eighteen years of age, for 
whom he formed a strong attachment, which 
lasted through life. He helped her in her stud- 
ies, and when she was at her aunt's, Mrs. Tick- 
ell, with whom she spent most of her time, he 
kept up a correspondence with her oa literary 
and scieutifio subjects. This accomplished young 
lady was sabsequently married to Dr. Hewson, 
a celebrated anatomist. At his death, four years 
after, she was left with three children, to whose 
education and the care of her mother, she faith- 
fully devoted herself. 

At this pleasant home, for such it was, Frank- 
lin was at once visited by many distinguished 
persons, and &om others on the continent he re- 
ceived congratulatory letters. Among others, 
Mr. Strahan, the king's printer and a member of 
Parliament, cordially welcomed him to England ; 
Governor Shirley, with whom be had been on 
confidential terms in America, frequently called 
upon him, and men of science especially were 
proud to make his acquaintance. All which 
was very agreeable. But of course he gave his 
chief attention to his mission. This business 
was, however, soon interrupted, and for about 
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two montbH, by a serious illness. When he be- 
came better, under the skilful care of Dr. Foth- 
eigill, he began a letter to his wife, which he 
was twelve days in completing. It is dated 
KoTOmber, 22nd. After alluding to his sick- 
nesa, and other matters, he said: 

" Had I been well, I intended to ImTe gone roimd anunig 
the shops, and bought some pretty things for ;oa and my 
dear, good Sally (whose little hands ;oii say cured your 
beadacbe), to aoai hj this ship, bnt I must now defer It to 
the next, havli^ only got a crimson satin cloak for jou, the 
newest fnOUoD, and the black silk for SaUy; but Billy [Ms 
■on William] sends her a scarlet feather, nrnfF, and tippet, 
and a box of fashionable linen for her dress. In the box la 
atbennometer for Mr. Tayior, and one for Mr. Schlatter; 
■> also a watch for Mr. Schlatter. 

On fair days, which are bnt few, I venture out abont noon. 
Hie agreeable conTersstion I meet with among man of 
learning, and the notice taken of me by persons of dlstinctioii, 
are tlie principal things that soothe ma for the present onder 
this painful absence from my family and friends. Yet 
those would not keep me here another week, if I had not 
other Indncementa; duty to my coontry, and hopes of bring 
able to do It service. 

"Pray remember me kindly to all that lore us, and to all 
that «« lore. It Is endless to name names. 
"I am, my dear child, 

"Tour loring hnabaad." 
A few weeks later, he tells her that, at his 
time of life, " domestio comforts afford the most 
soUd satisfaction," and that his " uneasiness at 
being absent from his family, and longing desire 
to be with them, make him often sigh in the 
inidstof cheerful company." , 

L, 003 Ic 
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The next month, February 19fch, 1758, his 
health now much improved, he viites again to 
"my dear child." 

"TonrUnd sdrlce," he lajB, "aboot getting & chariot I 
had Ulcen some time before; for I (omul that ererj time I 
valked out, I got b&ib cold; and tiie hackney-coaches at 
QklB end of the town, vhere moat people keep their vwn, aie 
the wont In the whole city, dirty, broken, shabby things, 
nnflt to go Into when dressed clean, and sach as one would 
be ashamed to get ont of at any gentleman's door. As to 
huming wood, It would answer no end, unless one would 
famish all one's neighbors and the vhoto dty with the 
same. Tbo whole town is one great smoky house, and 
erery street a chimney, the air full of floating saaooal aoot, 
and you never get a sweet breath of wliat is pan, without 
riding some miles far into Qw country. 

" I send yon by Cqibdn Bndden a large ewe and a small 
box. la the large case Is another small box containing s<mta 
English China; viz., melons and leaves for a dessert of fruit 
and cream, or the like; alMwl remarkable lor the neatness 
of the flgorea, made at Bow, near this dty ; some coffee raps 
of the same; a Worcester bowl, ordinary. To show the 
difference of workmanship, deie is somelhii^ from all the 
china works in England; and one old tme china bason 
mended, of an odd color. The same box contains four sUrer 
salt ladles, newest, bat ogllest, fashion; a little Inatnuoent 
to core 4^1ea; another to make little turnips out of gre^ 
ones; six coarse dieter hreakfjut clotlu; they are Ipread on 
the tea tahle, for nobody brealdasts here on the naked table, 
hot on the cloth they set a teaboard with the cups. There 
is also a little basket, a present from Mrs. Stevenson to Sally, 
and a pidr of garters for you, which were knit by the young 
lady, har daughter, who favored me with a pair of the same 
kind, the only ones I have been able to wear, as they need 
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not be bonnd tight, the ridges In them preveutiog their slip 
ping- 

"We send them therefore as a curiosity for the form, more 
than for the value. Goody Smith ma;, if she plcaeea, make 
■nch for me hereafter. My love to her, 

"In the great case, besides the little box, is contained 
■ome carpeting for a beat room fioor. There la enoogh for 
<me large or two small oaes; it Is to be sewed together, the 
«dges being felled down, and care taken to make the figures 
meet exactly; there la bordering for the same. This waa my 
fan<7. Alao two la^e fine Flanders bedtlcks, and two pair 
of enperfine blankets, two fine damask table-cloths and nip- 
kini, and forty-three ella of Qhentlah Sheeting Holland. 
Hiese yon ordered. There are also flfty-slz yards of cotton, 
printed curlonaly from copper plates, a new Invention, to 
make bed and window cnrtaiua; and seren yards of ch^ 
bottoms, printed In the same way, very neat These were 
my fancy; but Mrv. Stevenson talla me I did wrong not to 
bny both of the same color. Also seven yards of printed 
cotton, blue ground, to make you a gown. I bought It by 
candlelight, and liked It then, but not bo well afterwards. 
If you do not fancy it, send it aa a present from me to sister 
Jenny. There is a better gown for you, of flowered tisaue, 
sixteen yards, of Mrs. Stevenaon'a fancy, coat nine guineas, 
and I think it a great beauty. There waa no more of the 
sort, or you should have had enough for a negligee or suit. 

" There are alao snuSers, a snufl-atand, and extinguisher, 
of steel, which I send for the beauty of the work. The ex- 
tinguiaher is for spermaceti candles only, and la of a new 
contrivance, to preserve the snufl upon the candle. There 
ta some mualc Btliy boi^ht for hia sister, and some pam- 
phlets for the Speaker [of the Aasembly] and for Susy 
Wright. A mahogany and a little aliagreen box, wiUi mi- 
eroMopes and other optical Inatramenta loose, are for Ur. 
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AliBOD, If be likes them; if fiot, put Ukem In my room till I 
retnni. ' * ' There are also two aets of books, & preaoit 
from me to Sallj, Tht WorH, and The ConnolMew. H7 
love to ber. 

" I forgot to mention another of my fancyiiigB, viz : a pair 
of allk blankets, very fine. Tbey are of a new kind, were 
Just taken in a French prize, and Bucb were never seen in 
England before. Tbey are called blankets, bnt I think they 
wlU be very neat ta cover a summer bed, instead of a qoilt or 
connterpane. I bad no choice, bo yon will ezcuBO the soU on 
■ome of the folds; your neighbor Foster can get it off. I 
also forgot, among the China, to mection a large fine jog for 
beer, to stand in the cooler. I fell in love with It at first 
sight; for I thought it looked like afat jolly dame, clean and 
tidy, with a neat blue and white calico gown on, good-na- 
tured and lovely, and pnts me in mind of — somebody. It 
hae the coffee cups In it, packed in best crystal salt, of a 
peculiar nice flavor, for the table, not ta be powdered. 

" I hope Sally applies herself to her French and moslc, 
and that I shall find she has made great proficiency. The 
harpsichord I was about to get, and which was to have coat 
me forty guineas, Mr. Stanley advises me not to bny; and we 
are looking out for another. . . Sally's last letter to her 
brother is the l>wt wrote that of late I have seen of her. I 
only wish she was a lltUe more careful of her spelling. I 
hope she continues to love going to ehnrch, and would have 
her read over and over ag^n the " Whole Duty of Man," 
and the " Lady's Llbrat;." 

" Look at the figures on the china bowl and cotCee cups, 
wlOi your spectaclea on; they will bear examining. 

" I have made your compliments to Mrs. Stevenson. She 
is indeed very obliging, takes great care of my health, and 
Is very diligent when I am any way indisposed ; but yet I 
have a thousand Umes wished yoa with me, and my Uttl* 
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Sallj wltli her readj hands imd feet to do, and go, and 
come, and get what I wanted. There la great difference in 
dckneag between being nursed with that tender attention 
which proceeds from, sincere love, and — ** 

The rest is lost. 

It is pleasant to think of eur world-renowned 
philosopher, oommiBsioner to his Majesty, out 
"shopping" with his landlady, merrily discuss- 
ing with that estimable person, the merits and 
prices of articles destined for his "dear child" 
in America. The above formidable inventoty 
makes us fe&r that the good man, now that he 
has plenty of money to spend, has quite forgot- 
ten his homilies on luxury. That " China bowl, 
with a spoon of silver," his wife's surprise to 
him twenty-seven year before, which was " the 
first appearance of plate and China" in his 
house, suggests a curious contrast between the 
meagre outfit of that time and his present &ee 
and easy style of expenditure. But, unlike too 
many young housekeepers of our day, Franklin 
was willing to begin in an humble way and keep 
within his income, until ample means enabled 
him honestly to indulge his taste for a freer 
Btyle of living. He did not buy luxuries which 
he could not pay for. 

Bat Franklin was all this while busy with the 
objects of his ^enoy. According to his in- 
stractionB from the Assembly, first he sought an 
interview with the proprietaries, Thomas and 
Richard Fenn, sons of William Penn, and laid 
before them the complaints which had bronght 
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bim to England. But these gentlemea, seemiiig 
to care little for tiie interests of the people of 
the province, insisted that the grievances were 
on their side. The Assembly had encroached 
on their prerogatives. The proprietaries also 
prejudiced the officers of the crown against his 
cause, by representing the Pennsjlvanians as 
disposed to enlai^e their own liberties even at 
the expense of the crown, and as backward in 
measures of military defense. While the sav- 
ages were ravaging the country, the Assembly 
wasted its time in quarrelling with the governor 
and in thwarting his plans. Franklin prepared 
a careful refutation of these charges, which was 
pnblisbed in his son's name, but it was not 
allowed a place in the very paper which had cir- 
culated them, without pay. The letter was not 
answered ; discussion was not what the proprie- 
taries wanted. 

The affair dragged along for more than a year, 
during which time Franklin visited various 
places of interest — Cambridge, among others, 
where he was "very kindly entertained in the 



After his return from this trip, he wrote to 
his wife, that he had sent to Philadelphia, as a 
present to a friend, Mrs. Moore, " some of the 
best writing paper for letters, and best quills 
and wax," and also, " for my dear girl a new- 
est fashioned white hat and cloak, and sundry 
little things ; " and he informed her that by a 
later packet would come for her little ladyship 
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**a pair of buckles, made of Freaoh paste stones, 
'which are next in lustre to diamouds. They 
cost three gaineas, and are said to be cheap at 
that price." He adds: 

" I fitncy I we more likeness in her picture than I did aX 
first, and I look at It otten vitb pleasure, as at least it re- 
minds me of ber. Tonn is at the painter*!, nho is to cop; 
It and do me of the same elie; bat as to family pieces, It Is 
said they nerer look well, and are qnlte oat of fashion, and 
I And the limner reiy miwillii^ to ondertoke anything (d 
the kind. Howerer, when Franky'B comes, and that of 
Sally by yonng Hewelios, I shall see what can be done." 

He then tells her that she was " very prudent 
not to engage in party disputes." 

" Women nerer should meddle with them, except In en- 
deavon to reconcile their boabands, brothers, and friends, 
who happen to be of contrary sides. If your sex keep cool, 
yon may be the means of cooling oura the sooner." 

He adds: 

" I have no prospect of returning till next spring. Bnt 
fnj remember to make me as happy aa yon con, by sending 
flome pippins for myself and friends, some of yonr small 
bams, and some cnnberrles 

"Billy Is of the Middle Temple, and will be called to the 
bar either this tena or the nexL . . I hare ordered two 
large print Common Prayer Books to bo boond, on purpose 
for yon and Goody Smith ; and, that the largeness of the 
jaiat may not make them too bulky, the chrietenings, mAt- 
ilmouies, an^ ererytliiiig else tliat yon and she Jure not 
Immediate and constant occasion for, are to bfr«mltted. . . 

" I coold not find the bit of thread yon mention to have 
Mnt me, of yonr own spinning. Perhaps it was too fine ta 
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be Men. ... I think of going into the conntr^ aoon, 
and sliaU be pretty mach out tMjs Hummer, In diffeient 
parts of EnijlHiid. I depend chiefly on these jonmeya tta 
the eatabllBhment of m; health." 

Soon after, we find him again at Cambridge, 
at the Commencenient. Writing to fais wife, he 
says, " We were present at all the ceremonies, 
dined every day in their balls, and my vanity 
was not a little gratified by the particular regard 
Bbown me by the chancellor and vice-chancellor 
of the University, and the heads of colleges." 

After the Commencement, he visited the borne 
of his ancestora, and gleaned what information 
he could about them, from old people, the par- 
ish registeiB, and the tombstones. At Welling- 
borougb he found still living Mary Fisher, 
the only child of his fiither's eldest brother. 
She and her husband were both aged, but in 
easy circumstances. 

At Ecton, three or four miles from Welling- 
borough, he visited the old house and grounds 
where bad lived several generations of Frank- 
lins. The place had been sold, but the honse, 
" a decayed old stone building," was standing, 
being used for a school-house, and still known 
as the Franklin House. 

The rector, on whom he called, showed him 
the parish memorials of his ancestors reaching 
back two hundred years. His wife, " a chatty 
old lady," took him into the graveyard, and 
pointed out several of the family grave-stonea, 
now covered with moss. The names were 
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iKOUght to light by means of a h&rd brush and a 
basin of water provided by the old lady, and 
need by Peter and Billy. She told them enter- 
taining stories of Thomas Franklin, the Either 
of Mis. Fisher, and they had the pleasure of 
hearing the chimes in the steeple, placed thete 
by a subscription which he had set on foot. He 
-was a man whose advice was sought for " on all 
occauons, by all sorts of people." " He found 
out an easy method of saving their village mead- 
ows from being drowned" (by the river). 
When his plan was first proposed, nobody could 
" see how it could be ; " " but, however," they 
said, " if Franklin says he knows how to do it, 
it will be done," How very like what was 
afterwards said in Philadelphia of our Franklin, 
"Have you consulted Franklin on this business ? 
And what does he think of it ? " 

At BirmiDgham he discovered other relative, 
and some of his wife's ; among others, " a daugh- 
ter of bis father's only sister, very old, and 
never married ; a good, clever woman, but poor, 
though vastly contented with her situation, and 
very oheeifid." 



bf Google 



LIFB OF BEHTJAKIN SRASKLBX. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

The Study of Ulectridty. — Sxperimenta. — Miuie, 

— The Armonica. — Excursion to Scotland. — 
University of Aberdeen. — Men of Note. — 
Lord Kamea. — Parable on Persecution. — Let- 
ter to Lord Karnes. — Matory of Pennsylvania. 

— A Setdement. — Canada. — Letter to Lord 
Eames. — The Future of America. — Letter to 
David Hume. — New Words. — American "J.tt- 
dience "for English Attthors. — The Poet I>(m- 
iet. — Sis Propltecy qf America. — Charles 
Sv/mner. — John Adams. — Visits the North of 
England and Wales. — Scientific Correspondence 
with Miss Stevenson. — Letter to his f^e, — 
Visits the Continent. — Letter from Bume, — 
Franklin's Beply. — Returns to America. 

Wb are now brought to the year 1759. Much 
of Franklin's time wbb now deToted to his favorite 
pursuit, the study of electricity. He had electrical 
insti-oments at his hoarding-house, and in the 
forenoon generally had company to witness his 
ezperimcnte, any one that knew him being 
allowed to bring his friends. He also main- 
tained a large correspondence with scientifio 
friends in England and on the continent. If he 
must be hindered in his mission, he could find 
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DO more i^reeable way of passing his time, though 
doubtless, the intei'est attached to his experi- 
ments, which had the charm of novelty, as well 
as his urbanity, and his respectful treatment of 
his opponents, materially furthered the object of 
Tiin mission. 

He was very fond of music, and invented an 
instrument, wliichhe called the ArmonuM, wliich 
attracted a good deal of attention. He had seen, 
in London, an instrument consisting of musical 
glasses, upon which tunes were played by passing 
the fingers round the brims. Being charmed by 
the sweetness of its tones, he thought it worth 
his while to improve its construction, disposing 
the glasses in a more convenient form, so as to 
admit of a greater number of tones. He bad 
glasses blown in the shape of a hemisphere, with 
an open socket in the middle, the glasses gradu- 
ally diminishing in size, and' all fixed on a spin- 
dle, fastened horizontally in a case, and turned 
by a wheel moved by the foot. " The advan- 
tages of this instrument," says Fi-anklin, "are, 
that its tones are incomparably sweet beyond 
those of any other ; that they may be swelled 
and softened at pleasure by stronger or weaker 
pressures of the fingers, and continued to any 
length ; and that the instrument being once well 
tuned, never wants tuning t^ain." This inatru- 
meat became very popular. It was manufac- 
tured io Iiondon, and sold for forty guineas. 
Franklin's rooms were often visited by fiiends 
to listen to his " musical performances." A Uiss 
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Daviea, having learned to plaj it, viBited tbe 
leading cities of the continent, exhibiting her 
skill hefore large audiences. The Armonica had 
the favor of being played by this lady, accompa- 
nying an ode sung by her sister, at the nuptials 
of the Duke of Parma and the Arch duchess of 
Austria. So our philosopher not only instructed 
but charmed Europe. 

During the summer of this year he, with his 
son, made an excursion to Scotland, where, he 
says, " We spent six weeks of the densest happi- 
ness I have met with in any part of my life ; the 
agreeable and iustnctiTe society we found there 
in such plenty has left so pleasiug an impression 
on my memory that, did not strong connections 
draw me elsewhere, I believe Scotland would be 
the country I should choose to spend the re- 
mainder o£ my days in." 

The University of Aberdeen had, some 
months before his visit to Scotland, conferred 
upon him the degree of Doctor of Laws, which 
honor was subsequently received from the Uni- 
versities of Oxford and Edinburgh ; and while 
at the latter place the freedom of the city was pre- 
sented to him, " as a mark of the affectionate 
respect," says the town record, " which the 
tm^trates and council have for a gentleman 
whose amiable character, greatly distinguished 
for usefulness to the society which he belongs 
to, and love to all mankind, had long ^o 
reached them across the Atlantic ocean." A few 
days later the same honor was paid him at 
Aberdeen. 



In Scotland he became acq^uainted with Di. 
Robertson, the historian, David Hume, Loid 
Karnes, and other men of note. It was at the 
country mansion of the latter, where he spent 
several delightful days, that he read his cele- 
brated Parable on Persecution. The apolt^ue 
is of Persian origin, and a similar story is found 
in Jeremy Taylor's Liberty of Prophesying, bat 
to Franklin belongs the merit, says Sparks, of 
imitating the scripture style with peculiar felic- 
ity, and of adding the closing Terses; which is 
all he claimed. 

His scientific pursuits and enjoyments did not, 
however, interfere with the business of his 
. agency. In 1758 and the early part of 1769, he 
was busy, in connection with his son, in the pre- 
paration of a work designed to remove existing 
prejudice against his province. It gave a full ao- 
count of the Constitution and Government of 
Pennsylvania, including the controversies which 
had arisen between the several Governors and 
tiieir respective Assemblies. The work was not 
written by Franklin, but under his direction, 
though a laige portion of it consists of messages 
and reports, prepared by him as a member of the 
Assembly. 

It' was pubUshed anonymously, but was 
ascribed to Franklin, and brought upon him a 
great deal of abuse. But it had its silent influ- 
ence, and helped to prepare the way for a more . 
candid consideration of the grievances set forth 
by the province, 
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lu June, the next jear, 1760, after a delay of 
nearly three years, a settlement was reached, by 
which the proprietaiy estates were declared sub- 
ject to taxation. This result, though it did not 
embrace all the points of complaint, was yet very 
gratifying to Franklin, and entirely satisf:ictory 
to the Assembly, being all that could be expected 
under the circumstances. 

Franklin had proved himself a wise and toil- 
ful negotiator. Little did he then think that he 
was training for more difficult and important 
diplomacy, afEeeting not a province, but almost 
a continent, and resulting not in new colonial 
relations, but in the birth of a new nation. 

He could not now return to Amenca, however, 
having still other interests of the province to 
look after. 

It is a remarkable fact, that Franklin, by 
means of conversation or correspondence with 
leading men, and especially of a tract he pub- 
Ushed about this time. The Interest of Great 
Britain Considered, was instrumental in making 
Canada a permanent province of England ; " tlie 
first step,*' says Sparks, " in the tnun of events 
that led in a few years to the Independence of 
the colonies." 

The subjugation of the French, having*£reed 
the colonies from fear from tliat quarter, as well 
as taught them their own strength, allowed them 
to press more earnestly their complaints against 
the mother country, for her unjust interference 
with their commerce and manufactures; com- 
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plaints which soon ripened into resistance and 
independence. 

In a letter to Lord Eames, speaking of the 
conquest of Canada, Franklin said, " J have long 
been of opinion tliat the foundations of the fu- 
ture grandness and stability of the Biitish Em- 
pire lie In America; and though, like other 
foundations, they are low and litUe now, they 
are, nevertheless, broad and strong enough to 
support the greatest political structure that hu- 
man wisdom ever yet erected. . . . But I 
re&ain, for I see you begin to think my notions 
eztrav^ant, and look upon them as the ravings 
of a mad prophet." 

All which, however, has proved true, only 
there are two Englanda instead of one. 

In a letter to David Hume, speaking of the 
introduction of new words, as, he complains, 
" generally wrong," by tending to change the 
language, "yet, at the same time," he adds : 

" I cannot but wifh the naage of our tongue penultt«d 
making new wordB, wbeu we want them, by composition of 
old ouei, whose meanings are akeadjr well understood. The 
Oennaiu allow of it, and It is a cMnnmou practice with their 



' " But I bope with ;ou, that we shall alwayg, in America, 
make the beat Eogliah of this Island, onr ataudaid; and I 
believe It will be so. I assure you, it often gives me great 
pleasure to reflect, how greatly the audience ( If I oisy so 
term it ) of a good English writer, will, in another century 
or two, be Increased by the increase of English people la our 
colonies." 
An anticipation fully realized within the first 
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centaiy, for the best British works find often a 
much wider circle of readers in America than in 
England. The foreBight of Franklin reminds 
UB of the remarkable prophecy of Daniel, the 
poet-lanreate of James I, more than a centiuy 
and a half before : 

"Wbolnlimeknowi wUth«rwe miVTOtit 
The treMnrea of onr tongae ? To what itnnge iHumm 
Thla gain of our hest glory shall be sent, 
T' enrich onfcaowlng naUone with our stone ? 
What worida, In the yet unformed Occident, 
Hay 'come refined with the BCcents that are onn ? " 
Charles Sumner, in his Prophetic Voices con- 
oeming America, quotes the prophesy of John 
Adams, written in 1780 : — " You must know 
that I have nndertaken to prophecy that English 
will be the most respectable langu^e in the 
world, and the most universally read and spoken 
in the next century, if not before the close of 
this. American population will, in the next age, 
produce a greater number of persons wlio will 
speak English than any other language, and 
these persons will hare more general acquaint- 
ance and conversation with all other nations, 
than any other people." But Mr. Sumner does 
not inform us that Adams was anticipated nearily 
twenty years by Franklin, aa Fi'anklin was an- 
ticipated a hundred and fifty by Daniel. 

As was his cuiitom, while abroad, Franklin 
made another summer tour, this year, visitiog 
the Noi-th of England and Wales, and on bis re- 
turn stopping at Bristol and Bath. 

.Cookie 
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He kept up his correspondence with his soien- 
tiflo friends, making ingenious observations on 
a variety of subjects. His best correspondent 
in this line, was that remarkable young lady, 
the daughter of his London hostess. She pro- 
posed questions in nataial science, which Fmnk- 
lin answered, if he could, and sometimes she pro- 
posed theories of her own. What themes for let- 
ters to a young lady: The Effect of Air on the 
Barometer, the Benefits Derived from the 
Study of Insects, the Bristol Waters, and the 
Tide in RiveiB, Salt Water rendered fresh by 
Distillation, Method of Relieving Thirst by Sea- 
water, Tendency of Rivers to the Sea, EfEect of 
the Sun's Rays on Cloths of Different Colors I 

From a letter to his wife, dated Utrecht, Sep* 
tember 14tb, 1761, we learn that ho spent the 
summer of that year on the continent, where he 
Tinted Holland and flandera. 

The time had now come for his return to 
America. Some of his friends urged him to take 
up his abode in England. Mr. Hume wrote to 

"I un TSrj MHTj that foa Intend Boon to leave our 
hemtephera. Anutick liai Mntoc many good thingg: gold, 
allrer, nigar, tobacco, Indigo, Ac, but yon are the flrst 
phUoaoplier, and Indeed the first great man ot let- 
ten for whioa m are iMholden to her. It Ii our 
own fault Quit v« hare not kepthlm ; whence It appears, that 
wedonotagree with Solomon, that wUdom 1b above gold; 
tar we take caie never to send back an onnoa of the Uttw, 
which we once lay oar flngera span." 
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In bis reply, FranMin eaid : 

" Tour compUmentB of gold and wladoiu on Teiy otdlghLg 
to mB, bnt a little injmlotu to four coimby. The niloiu 
Talnfl of ereiTthlng in every part of tbe world, arises, yon 
know, from the varloiu proportloni trf tbe qnantlty to the 
demand. We are told that gold utd sUver in Solomon's 
tline, were so plenty, u to be of no moie valna in hia 
Muntzy, tlian tlie stones cm the street. Ton have here at 
pkesent Jnst anch a plenty of viadom. Tour people are, 
therefore, not to be censored for desiring no more among 
Oatan, Ihsn they have; and, if I have otQr, I should certainly 
carry It where, frcon Its (Carelt3r4t mi^ probably come to a bet- 
ter market." 

About tbe end of Aogast, Franklin sailed 
from England, in company with ten sail of mei^ 
obant^ps, under a coaroy of a man-of-war, 
reaobing home on the first of November, after 
an absence of nearly six yeais. He foand his 
wife and daughter well; "the latter grown 
quite a woman, with many amiable accomplish- 
ments," acquired during his absence. His 
friends received him with a hear^ welcome, 
crowding his house for many days, to oongiata- 
late him on his xetaru* 
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CHAPTER XXVT. 

A the Auerabl^. — ,ffi« iSon ehogen <3-overnor tf 
Jfete Jer$etf. — M» iSon Marriet. — Tour through 
the Northern Colonut aa Pottmatter. — Accom- 
ponied hyhis ItavgMer. — Outrage» on Friendly 
Indiang. ^ "A Narrative." — Preparations to 
meet the Jnturgenit. — Loset hie Seat in the 
Aaaembly. — Jealouay of Franklin's Influence. 
— Requested by the Assembly to Itetum to Eng- 
land to urge a Petition for a Ghange of Qovervr 
ment in the Provinces. — A Protest against hie 
Appointment. — John IXckinson. — Franklin 
Replies to Charges. — Qenerout Action of the 
Merchants. — Sails for England. — ietter to 
his Da/ughter. — Qood Advice. — Arrives in 
London. — At Mrs. Stevenson's. — Letter from 
Cadwallader Evans. — Qreetings from Peim- 
tylvania. 

FsAiiELiK at once reamned his place in the 
Assembly, to which he had been elected every 
year during his absence. Three thousand pounds 
were voted him for his services in England, with 
the thanks of the body. It may be observed 
that no salary had been voted him, and that he 
bad lived in England at his own expense, and 
that wheo he returned he made no charge or de- 
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The February foUowitig, his son, vho had 
been appoiDted Governor of New Jersey, arrived 
with hifl new wife, " a very agreeable West India 
lady," whom he had married Boon after his fathei: 
left England, and with his " approbation." The 
father accompanied hiiii to his government, where 
he met with "the kindest reception from the 
people of all ranks." 

In the spring of 1763, Dr. Franklin set out on 
a tour through all the northern colonies, to in- 
spect and regulate the post-of&ces in the several 
provinces. He travelled in a light carriage 
about sixteen hundred miles, and did not get 
borne till the beginning of Kovember. He was 
accompanied by his daughter, who rode nearly 
all the way from Philadelphia to Rhode Island 
on a saddle-horse, and was mnch pleased with 
her tour. 

Soon after bis return, the community waa 
much excited and alarmed by the unprovoked 
massacre, under circumstances of the most atro- 
cious cruelty, of several members of a small tribe 
of friendly Indians, at Conestogo. Fifty-seven 
white men, living in the back frontiers, formed 
a conspiracy t^ainst these innocent pe<^le, the 
whole tribe numbering bat twenty persons, in- 
cluding women and children, and after a Debt's 
ride, suddenly appeared at break of day, armed 
with guns and hatchets, before the little cluster 
of huts. They found but three men, two women, 
and a boy at home, and these they murdered, 
Boal^ng them, and matilatiiig their bodies. Ons 
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of the killed was l^e aged Shehaes, who had 
asBisted at the second treaty held with his tribe 
by William Penn, in 1701, and had ever since 
been an affectionate fiiend to the English. He 
was cut to pieces in his bed. 

Having accomplished this base deed, these 
dastardly outlaws went to their homes by differ- 
ent roads. 

" The tmiTeiMl concern," says TranUln, In his Kam- 
tive, "of the udghboritig white people, on hearing of this 
erent, and the lamentations of the younger Indiana, when 
they retomed and saw the deBolation, and the butchered, 
haU-bnmt bodies of their mnrdered parents, and other relo- 
tioiu, cannot well be exitressed." 

The surviving Indians were at once taken 
under the protection of the magistrates of Lan- 
caster, and when the shocking news reached 
Philadelphia, the governor issued a proclamation 
calling upon the m^:istrates to aixest the authors 
of the massacre. But these lawless wretches, 
defying the authorities, determined to kill the 
little remnant that was at Lancaster for safe 
keeping. About a fortnight after the firet attack, 
fifty of them, armed as before, went to that town, 
and violently broke open the door of the work- 
house, where the Indians were residing. 

"When the poor creatarea saw they had no protection 
nigh, nor could posaibly escape, they divided into their 
little families, the children cllngiog to the parents ; they fell 
on their knees, protected their innocence, declared their 
love to the Efngtiah, and that, in thetr whole lives, th^ had 
never done them injury ; and in Uils postoie they all received 
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[be hatdietl Meo, women, and little chUdien were eveiy 

one luhumaul; muidered in cold blood !" * 

The perpetratoia of this brutality then monnted 
their horses, and rode off homeward, huzzaing 
in triumph as if they had performed a deed of 
glory. So weak was the government, that not 
one of the murderers was apprehended. And, 
strange as it may appear, there was an ever- 
active party, among the more ignorant, who 
approved the conduct of the murderers as a 
necessary means of defence, or a justifiable 
retaliation. The better part of the community 
were alarmed. Not only humanity had been 
outn^ed, but social order imperilled. FrankUn, 
whose wisdom and energy seem to have been 
relied on in every emergency, now spoke for law 
and order and humanity, in a vigorous Narrative 
of the late massacres in Lancaster County. 
Addressing the perpetrators of the masaaore, he 
said: 

" All good people everywhere deteit yonp acUoni. Ton 
IiaTO Imbrned your ]iiuida in innocent blood; how will joa 
make them dean? The dying shrieks and groans d the 
murdered will otten sound la your ean. Their spectres will 
Bometimet attend you, and atblght even your Innocent chil- 
dren. Fly where you will, your consciences will go with 
you. Talking In your sleep shall betray you, la the delirinm 
of a fever yon yourselves ahsJl make your own wtctednow 
known.*' 

Appealing to the inhabitanta, be said : 
" Let us rouM ourselves, for shame, and redeem tlia 

• Nunuln. 
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htoioruf ourproiluce from tl)e contsmpt of iti nelghbon; 
IM iJl good men join heartilj and tuuudinomly Id sapport irf 
th« Uwi, and in Btrengthenlng the hands of goTemment; 
Hud Jiutice may be done, the wicked pattished, and the in- 
nocent protected ; otherwiM, we can, as a people, expect no 
Ueadng from Heaven ; there will be no Becority for oar per- 
Mni or properUea; uiarchy and confosloit will preratl orer 
all, and Tlolence wltlunit JndgmeQt dlepOM of everytliliig." 
This pamphlet did not, indeed, quell the 
lioteis, for, backed by the populace, and by the 
timidity of the anthoritieB, a great body of them 
with arma afterwards marched towards the cap- 
ital, with an avowed reBolution to put to death 
one hundred and foity Moravian Indians, who 
were then under the government's protection. 
Bnt it effectually roused the people to follow 
Franklin in forming a military association ; there 
being no militia. Nearly a thousand of the cit- 
izens took arms, and the governor made Frank- 
lin's house his headquarters for some time, and 
did everything by his advice ; " so that," as he 
Bays, humorously, in a letter to Lord Karnes, 
" for about forty-eight hours I was a very great 

The insurgents, having come within six miles 
of Philadelphia, were checked in their purpose 
by the preparation which they found had been 
made to oppose them. Improving the favorable 
moment, the governor appointed Franklin and 
three other persons *' to meet and discourse with 
them." Their reasoniogs prevailed to tarn 
baok the rioters and restore quiet to the citgr. 
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The goTemoT, who had been glad enough to 
shelter his head beneath Franklin's roof in the 
time of dai^er, now that peace was restored, 
meanly availed himself of the unpopularity which 
FranHin's efficiency against the insni^ente had 
provoked among the lowest class of the inhabit- 
ants, to get him turned out of the Assembly. 
The fact is, Franklin was proved to be too pow- 
erful. It was his influence, and not the govern- 
or's authority, that had saved the province from 
the horrors of anarchy and bloodshed. The 
governor succeeded in so prejudicing the voters 
that, in 1764, Franklin lost Hs seat by twenty- 
five votes out of four thousand. But it was a 
paltry triumph. Franklin had already been the 
principal means of defeating a militia bill, which 
the governor wished to force through the House, 
giving to him the sole appointment of officers, 
and having other objectionable features. And 
at an adjourned session, after Franklin had lost 
his seat, the House approved of the resolutions 
taken when he was Speaker, of petiUouing the 
crown for a change of government, and re- 
quested him to return to Finland, to prosecute 
that petition. 

This appointment sent dismay into tihe propri- 
etary party. They had thought to silence Frank- 
lin, hut they had only helped to make him a 
more influential foe to their pretensions. He 
must not be allowed to go to England. The 
effect of abuse was first tried, and when that 
only strengthened his cause, a protest was seat 
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to Hbe Assembly. Even a man of so much merit 
■B John Dickinson, personally, also, a fiiend to 
Fnnklio, and afterwards aa able defender of 
colonial rights, was so far carried away for the 
time by party spirit, as to allow himself to say : 

" The geaUeiiuuipropo»edhB« been called here to-day, 'a 
great lumlnorj of the learned world.' Far be it from me to 
detract from the merit I admire. Let him stltl ahiiie, bnt 
vltboot wn4)piiig hia country In flamec. Let him, from a 
prirate station, from a imaller ipbera, dlfhue, aa I think he 
m^, a benefldal light; but let him not be made to more 
and blau Uke a onaet, to terrify and distreu." 

Bnt remonstrances, speeches and protests 
oonld not reverse the appointment. 

Jnst before starting, Franklin replied to the 
charges made against him, closing with these 
words: 

" I am now to take leare, perhapa a last leave, of the 
country I love, and In which I hare spent the greater part 
of my life. Xtto perjietua. I wish every kind of proapeilty 
ton^frtenda; and I f otglve my enemiea." 

As the treasury was then empty, the mer- 
chants of the city, in two hours, subscribed 
eleven hundred pounds as a loan to the public, 
towards his expenses. On the 7th of Novem- 
ber, 1764, he left home the third time for Eng- 
land, being accompanied sixteen miles to the 
ship by a cavalcade of three hundred of his 
friends, " who," he says, " filled our sails with 
their good wishes." 

He sailed the next day, but the ship was de- 
tained over night at Reedy Island, in the Dela- 



248 Lira of bbhjaiun rBABEuv. 

true. In a leUer to his daughter, written horn 
that place, at night, he sajs : 

" The aflectionato luve taken of me by w maaj trlendi 
at Cheater, waa ybtj endearing. Qod bleea them, and all 
Pennajlvania. 

"Uy dear child," he addi, "the natnial prodeace and 
goodness of heart God haa blest yoa with, make It lees nec- 
essary for me to be partlcolar In giving yon advice. I shall 
therefore only s^, that the more attentively dutiful and ten- 
der yon are towards your good maTnmnj the more yon will 
recommead yourself to me. But why should I mention ma, 
when yon have so much higher a promise In the command- 
ments, that such conduct will lecommend yon to the favor at 
Ood. Ton know I have many enemies, all, Indeed, on the 
public account (for I cannot recollect that I hare In a private 
capacity given jiut cause of offence to any one whatever), 
yet they are enemies, and very bitter ones; and you mnit 
expect their enmlt; will extend Is some degiM to yon, lo 
that your slightest IndiscretionB will be magn ified into Crimea, 
In order the more sensibly to wound and afflict me. It Is, 
therefore, the more necesaary for you to be extremely cir- 
cumspect In all your behavior, that oo advantage may be 
given to their malevolence. 

" Go constantly to church, whoever pceachea. The act erf 
devoUon In (he Common Prayer Book Is your principal btu- 
Ineas there, and, If properly attended to, will do more 
towards amending the heart than sermons generally can do. 
For they were composed by men of much greater piety and 
wisdom than our common composers of sermons can pretend 
to be; and therefore, I wish yon would never miss tha 
prayer-days ; yet I do not mean you should des[dse aermons, 
even of the preachers you dislike, for the discourse la often 
much better than the man, as sweet and clear waters come 
through very dirty earth. I am the more particular go this 
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Iiead, u foM seemed to express, a Itttle belore I cams ftw*;, 
•ome IncllnAlioa to leave our churcli, wliich I wonld not 
have Ton do. 

"For the reat, I would only recommend to yon, in my ab- 
Mnce, to acqnire those nsefol accompUshmenta, arithmetic 
and boobbeeplng. This you might do with eaae, if yon 
would resolTQ not to see company on Qie Itonr yon Bet apatt 
for thoee studies. . . . 

"I pray that Ood'e hleasing may attend you, which la 
wortli more than a thoneand of mine, thotigh they are never 
wantiiig. Oire my Iotc to your brother and slater,* aa I 
cannot write to them, and remember me affectionately to 
the young ladles, your friends, and to oar good ne^bote. 
"I am, my dear child, 

"TouB ArFxcnoiTATX Fathmb." 

After a stoimy pass^e of thirty days, lie 
laoded at Portsmouth, whence he proceeded at 
once to London, and took possraraOD of his 
old quarters at Craven Street. 

We learn from a letter to Franklin from Cad- 
wallader Evana, that the news of his arrival, — 

"Occasioned a great and general Joy in PemiBylTBiila 
among thoee whoae eateem an honest man wonld valne 
mott; the bells nug on th&t accoont till midnight, and liba- 
tiona were poured out for your health, and every other li^»- 
^eas. Even your old friend, Hugh Roberts, stayed with ui 
till eleven o'clock, wttich, you know, waa a little out of his 
common road, and gave us many curious anecdote* within 
tlie compaaa of your forty years' acquaintance." 
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CHAPTER XXVn. 

Offensive Actt of the BriHah Wnittry. — Th« 
JjoyaUy of the Golonittt, — Led hy a Thread. — 
Propoaed Taxation. — " No Taxation loithout 
Sepreaentation" — Franklin Remon*trate» with 
the British Mniiter. ~~ The Sttanp Act.— Earl 
tjf Chatham. — SeBtrictioni on American Man- 
vfcu:^A>ire«. — Letter to Lord Karnes. — Scotch 
Matio. — Mr. TytUr.— Letter to hi» Wife. — 
English Hoods. — Letter to hie Wife. — Letter 
from his W^e. — Letter from hit I}aughter — 
The Stamp Act. 

The diieot object of Dr. Franklin's preEent 
agency in England, a change of goTcmment in 
FenneylTania, was soon thrown into the shade by 
acts of the British ministry that profoundly 
affected not one but all the colonies, and claimed 
his almost ezcluBive attention. A wider sphere 
was opening before him, demanding the highest 
statesmanship, and in which all his great quali* 
ties were to be brought into exercise, ajid put to 
the severest test. He had startled the world by 
his Bcientifio discoveries ; he was to win its fur- 
ther admiration by his political sagacity. 

The colonistfi were loyal to the crown ; they 
" considered themselves as a part of the British 



IIFB OF BEFJAUIK FBA^IEUN. 251 

Empiie, and aa having one common interest with 
it." They were ready to vote money for the 
Mng'B service, and to devote life as well as treas- 
ure to enlai^e and strengthen the British Empire. 
By lineage, by religion, by letters, by grand tradi- 
tions, they were one with England. They were 
governed " at the expense," to England, " only 
of a little pen, ink end paper ; they were led by 
a thread. They had not only a respect, but an 
affection for Greab Britain ; for its laws, its cus- 
toms and manners, and even a fondness for its 
fashions." It was for the interest of England to 
cherish this affection. But the mother country . 
became jealous of the growing prosperity of her 
trans-Atlantio offspring. And when the peace 
of Paris, in 1763, which ended the French war, 
left a vast debt upon her, she seized the occasion 
to impose a tax upon the colonies, by an act of 
Parliament, as a means of lightening her own 
burden. If the British ministry had asked the 
colonies to share the load, they would doubtless 
have generously responded, as they had often 
done before, but when compulsion was resorted 
to, they became indignant. Rumors of the 
threatened measure had reached America before 
Dr. Frankhn's departure, and he had been in- 
staructed by the Assembly to prevent its pass^e. 
This was the feeling in aU the colonies — "No 
taxation without representation." They would 
not be taxed by a body in which they had no 
voice. 
So(Hi »fter bis arrival in England, FranUiii 
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called upon the British miniatiy, and preeented 
the lemonstrance of the PennsylTaida Assembly. 
He showed the miachieTOus tendency of the pro- 
posed tax, and did all in his power to oppose it. 
But early in the year 1765, tiie fatal Stamp Act 
was passed by Parliament. It was a ta^ in the 
shape of a goTemment stamp upon papers re- 
quired in judicial proceedings, bills of lading, 
college diplomas, and custom-house clearances. 
How the news was received in America, the 
world knows. la England, too, there was a 
powerful opposition, which led to a change of 
ministry in the summer of the same year. Wil- 
liam Pitt, Earl of Chatham, the great orator and 
statesman, and other distinguished men in and 
oat of Parliament, denounced the measure. 

There existed at this time in England a great 
jealousy of American manufactures. America, 
it was said, must not make so much as a horse- 
shoe. She must buy everything of England. 
To expose these absurd and mischievous fears 
Franklin prepared a humorous article for a Lou- 
don newspaper. 

But however much he was interested in the 
afbirs of the oolonies, he liked to turn his mind 
to other themes. The next month after writing 
tiie above, he penned a letter to Lord Kames, in 
which he made some very ingenious observa- 
tions on Scotch music. He expressed the opin- 
ion that 

"The reaoon wli; the Scotch tunes h&ve lived bo lotij^, 
ud will probftbly Uve forerer [if itiaj eawpe being stifled In 
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nodem aflectad ornament], la merely this, that Ihej uo 
reallj compoaltlons of melody and harmony imlted, or 
that their melod; !■ hannony. I mean the otmple tonei 
rang by a ilngle rolce. Ab this win appear paradoxical, I 
mnat ezpl^n my meaning. In common acceptation, Indeed, 
only KU agreeable mceeMlon of sounds la called meto^, and 
only fha eo-aclttmce of agreeable sounds, Aormonv- Bat, 
alnee the memory Is capable of retaining for some moments 
a perfect idea of the pitch of a past sound, so as to ctaapaie 
with it the pitch of a micceeding sound, and Judge troly of 
their agreement or disagreement, there may and does arise 
from thence a sense of harmony betveen the present and 
pest Bonnda, equally pleasing with that between two present 
aoonds. 

" Now the constmctlon of the old Scot«h tunes ia this, that 
ftlmoat every succeeding emphatlcal note la a third, a fifth, 
an octave, or in short some note that la In concord witli the 
preceding note. Thirds are chiefly naed, which are Teij 
pleasing concords. 

" Farther, when we consider by whom these ancient tones 
were composed, and how they were first perfonned, we shall 
•ee that such harmonlcal succeaalona of Bounds were natural 
and eren neceesary In their conBtructlon. They were com* 
pOMd by the minstrels of those days to be played on Ow 
harp accompanied by the voice. The harp waa atrang with 
wire, which glvea a sound of long contlnnanue, and had no 
contrivance like that of the modem hatpslchord, by which 
the sound of the preceding could be stopped, the moment a 
succeeding note bc^ran. To avoid actual dlBCca^ it waa 
therefore necessary that the succeeding emphatic note 
ihoold be a chord with the preceding, as their sonnda must 
fodat at the same time. Hence arose that beauty in those 
tunes that has so long pleased, and will please fcKsrer, 
thongh men scarce know why. They wen oilgliially eaa^ 
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poMd for the bup, and of the most simple fclnd, I mean « 
hup wlthoat uiy half notes but those in the natoikl scale, 
utd irith no more than two octaves of sttit^, from C to C, 
I conjecture from another circa matance, which is, that not 
one of those times, really andent, has a single arHfldal half 
note In it, and that in tonee where It was most convenleml 
for the yoice to use the middle notes of the harp, and place 
the key In F, there the B, which If need should be a B fla^ 
Is always omitted, by panntng over it wiOi a third. 

"The connoisseurs in music will sayl hare no taste; but I 
cannot help adding, that I believe our ancestors, in hearing 
a good song distinctly articulated, sung to one d those tones 
and accompanied by the harp, felt more real pleasure than 
Is commnnlcatwd by the generality of modem operas, exdur 
alve of that arising from the scenery and dancing." 

" This notion of Dr. Franklin's," soys Mr. Tytler, in his 
Life of Lord Eamea, "respecting what maybe called the 
Ideal Harmony of the Scottish melodies. Is extremely acute, 
and is marked by that Ingenious rimplidty in the thought, 
which la characteiisUc <d a b^y philosophic mind." 

Aboat this time he wrote to his wife conoem- 
ing some domestio afEMis, under date June 4, 
1706: 
"Mt Dkab Cheu>: 

. ..." I could have wished to be present at the 
finishing of the kitchen, as it is a mere machine; and,bdng 
new to you, I think you will scarce know how to wrak it; 
the several connivances to carry off steam, smell and smoke 
not being fully explained to you. The oven, I snppoaeiWas 
put up by the written directions in my former letter. Ton 
mention nothing of the fumaoe. If that Iron one Is not 
set, let it alone till my retorn, when I shall bring a taon 
convenient ooppn one. 
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"Ton wondsr how I did to traTel tevrntj-two miles in a 
abort vlater day, on mf Undlug In Eogland, and think I 
miut have practiced flying. Bnt the roads hare are ho good, 
with poet-chalBu and fresh hones ereij ten or tweive milea, 
that it is no difficult matter. A lady that I know, has come 
fiom Edlnbnigh to I><mdon, being four hundred miles, in 
Qtiee days and a lialf. . . . 

" I cannot but ctmiplaln In my mind of Mr. Smitli, tltat 
the house is so long nnflt for you to get Into, the fences not 
put np, nor the other necessary arUclee ready. The well I 
nspeclAl would hare been dog in the winter, or early in the 
■pring, bat I hear notliiug of it. Tou sliould have gardened 
long before the date of your last, bat it seems the rubbish 
was not removed. I am much obliged to my good old 
friends, that did Qie honor to remember me In the nnfln- 
lehed kitchen. J hope soon to drink with them in the 

"I am very th&nkful to the good ladiea yon mentltai, for 
their friendly wishes. Present my beat respects to Mrs. 
Grace, and dear, predoua Mrs. Shewell, Mrs. Masters, Mrs. 
and Was Galloway, Mrs. Bedman, Mrs. Graeme, Mrs. Thorn- 
son, Mrs. Story, Mn. Bertram, Urs. Smith, Mn. Hllbome, 
■nd all the others you have named to me. . . . 

"It rejoices me to leam that you are more free than yon 
OMd to be from the headache, and that pain in your side. 
I am llkewlee In perfect health. God Is very good to us 
both in many respects. Let as enjoy his favors with a 
thanhfnl and cheerful heart; and, as we can make no direct 
ntnrn to him, show our sense of his goodness to us by con- 
tinuing to do good to our fellow-creatures, without regarding 
the return they make us, whether good or bad. For they 
are all his children, thou^ they may sometimes be oni 
Memies. The friendshlpt of this woild are changeable, on- 

Coogle 
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eortaln, tniultory things; 'bat hlB fftvor. If wo eta NCon 
It, It our Inheritance forever. 

"I am, my dear Debby, 

" Totm EVKB LOTDK HuaBAMD." 

Again in July he writes : 

" I had the great pleaaun of hearing from joa and Sally 
laat night by tlie packet. . . . Mra. Bterenson Idds me 
tell Bally, that the Btriped gown I hate tent her irlU mah, 
bat It moat be with a Ught hand." 

In Kovembei, a year after his leaving home, 
she wrote to him that she was " aa happy as 
possible, while yoa are not here to make me 
quite 80." 

AU the while that the kitchen, the garden, 
and the striped gown were under consideration, 
the proposed Stamp Act was agitating England 
and America. A letter to her father from Sally, 
dated Burlington, New Jersey, October 14th, 
reveals something of the public feeling in Amer- 
ica, and also her own thoughts on some other 
subjects : 

" The aobject now ta the Stamp Act, and nolblng doe b 
talked of; the Dutch talk of the atamptack, tfaenegroeaof 
the tamp, — In abort, ererybody has aomethlng to aay." 

But the Stamp Act was not all that the young 
lady had to write about : 

"I am going," she adda, "to aak my papa for aome 
thing! that I can't get here; bat mnat beg, if I am ternb- 
leaom»,he would send .... to me: 'tie someglorea, 
both white and mourning, the laat to be the largest. I hate 
lent one that flta me beet, but that must be a straw'a breadth 
bigger In theann, for IneTerhadapalrinmyllfe tluttfllted 
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me ttaao. Soib.. lAvender from Bmltb, in Old Bond Streo^ 
aad BOtne tooth-powder from Green and Butlei, In Lndgxte 
Street. Sister Is to luiTe some of the two latter. I hare 
■iM) a teqneet to make f on for Coiuln Debby, to get a glau 
like the one enclosed im a box which CapttUn Fileod will 
deliver to yon. It belonged to somebody else, and she ha£ 
the miafortime to break It. Uamma desired me to tell jot 
thatabe . . . had shipped yon Bome apples and cna- 
beirlea. There Is not a yoong lady of my acquaintance bar 
what has darfred to be remembeied to yon. 
"lam, my dear, 

"Tom TZHT Punrui. DAraHTSL" 



bf Google 



UFB or BXNJJJON TRASEUS. 



CHAPTER XXVm. 

Vnpopiilarity of the Stamp Act. — Jh. FrainiMn'$ 
Infiuenee. — Party Spirit m Permtylvainia. — 
Sow He bears Calvmny. — Letter toBxa Sitter. 
— Sit Mcaminationb^ore Parliament. — Quet- 
Hont and AnewerB. — Sis Bearing. — W^t- 
fieUfs Tettimonif, — Letter from Sit Sitter. — 
She wanit "Some Fine Old LiTien." — Sendt 
Ser a Box of J^Utnery. — Ser Letter to Mrt. 
I^an&lin.^- Letter to Sit Wife. — S^eal cf 
the Stamp Adi. — A Nev> Gown. — Reels. — 
Cheetet. — «9i> Thomas Pringle. — Exvurman 
to the Continent. — On a Permanent Union 
between .England and America, — Too Late. — 

.fViar Bacon B,dumed to the Assembly. — 

Letter qf Sit Bavghier. —'' The Old Ticket 
Forever" 

Teb pressure wfu too great upon the goTom- 
ment to allow the Stamp Act to remain ap«ii 
the Statute Book. Ita repeal was demanded. 
From America came a Toioe of loud indignation, 
which could not he disregarded, and in Farlia- 
ment it was warmly denounced. In bringing 
about its repeal, Dr. Franklin bore aconspicuouB 
part. Bj conversation, by correspondence, by 
arlsoles in the newspapers, and especially, by his 
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ansreis in bis remarkable examinataOQ before tbe 
House of CominoDS, be did more than any otber 
nao to enligbten the public mind, and expose 
tbe iojostice and madness of tbe Act of Parlia- 
ment. "I was extremely busy," be wrote, to 
Lord Eames, *' attending members of botb 
Homes, infonnii^, explaining, constdting, dia- 
puting, in a continnal hurry from morning till 
night." 

And yet Mrs. Fianklin wrote to him, Septem- 
ber 22d, horn Pliiladelphia, that Samuel Smith 
was " settiog the people mad by telling them 
that it was you that had planned the Stamp Act, 
and that you are endeaTOriug to get tbe Test 
Act brought over here." Party spirit is the same 
always and everywhere. 

Dr. Franblin took all this in a very pbilost^b- 
ioal spirit, as is ebown in a letter to his sister : 

"As to the reports jon mention, that are spread to n^ 
dlndvantage, I give myulf as little concern about them as 
poMtble. I have often met with snch treatment from peo- 
ple that I was all the while endeavoring to seire. At other 
tbnw I have been extolled eztraTogontly, where I had little 
or no merit These are the operations of nature. It som«- 
timea Is doody, It r^ns, It halls; again it la clear and pleas- 
ant, and the snn shines on ns. Take one thing with another, 
and Uie world is a pretty good sort of a world, and It Is our 
duty to make the best (d It, and be thankful. One's tmo 
h^ipfauM depends more upon one's own Judgment of <me'i 
Mlf, or a consdonsDess of rectitude In action and IntenHcm, 
and the approbation of those few who ]adge Impartially, 
than npon the applanae of the unthinking, nndiaoonting 
mnltttode, who are ^>t b> cry fibsanna / to-day, t 
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Bj a vote of Parliament, Dr. Frankliu was 
oalled before that body for ezamiuation, on Uie 
18th of Februaiy, 1766. It was an occasion of 
intense interest to oil parties, in the old world 
and the new. Franklin comprehended its im- 
portance, and acquitted himself noblj. 

To the first question : 

"What la yoDi uame, and plana ot iltoimt" 

He answered : 

"AanUlD, of Philadelidila." 

When asked : 

" Don't you tblnk Uiejr (tbe Amoricaiu) Tonld mbmlt to 
Om Stamp Act, If It wai modified, the obnoilou p«ti 
■brlcken oat, and lli« doty nduoed to khoo paiUcalan of 
■mall momenta" 

He replied : 

" No, 0x7 vlU nomr cnbmlt to iL" 

And to the qaesdon : 

" What la your oploloo of & fntnn tax, Impoaad on tin 
•ame prluiclple with tliat of the Stamp Act? How would 
tbs Americana raoalre itf " 

He answered : 

"Jut aa tbejdo thia. They would not pay It" 

In the course of the examination, referring to 
a duty which might be laid on the necessaries of 
life, Franklin said he did not know a single arti- 
cle imported into the northern colonies, which 
they could not " do without or make them- 
selves." 

"lumot ostaixm,0i»t1t9ton their old elottiaa an «an 
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oat, tit-eg Till htao new ohm of their own maHTig Tha 
pMqde vlU «11 *pi&, and work for thaiuelTM la tbelr own 

hOOMB." 

To the qaestion : 

" Oui anrthlng Ian tluD » .nlUtuy fom eaaj tha StMnp 



He answered : 

" I do not lee liow a nllttaijr fi»M MO btt a^M to tlut 

"Why m^ It not f" 

" Bni^KMo a mUltuT fores Mnt to ABLertu, tbey will AM 
Bobody In wmi; what ara tfaay than to do F Thej cannot 
foraa ft num to take ttampa, wlio chooses to do witboat 
them. Thej will not flud a rebelUon; they may, Indeed, 

" If the Stamp Aet ihonld be repealed, wonU It Induce 
the AiaembUea of Amezka to acknowledge the ri^ of Par- 
liament to tax them, and woald tb^ entM tbelr reaolo- 



" Are then no meaiu (d obllgLDg them to eiue tbalr MMH 

IntlCHMf" 

" None that I know of; they wUl never do It, nuleee craa- 
pelled I7 fonwof anna." 

"Is there a power on earth that can fOroe tbemtoenM 
Xbaait" 

" Ho power, bow gnat aoerer, can force men to chaagt 

Huta n plnlmm- " 

To the qaestioD : 

"What used to be the pride «< tbeAaadeanaf " 

The aitswer was giyent 

" ^ Indulge In the faihl*?!!! and manitfactana at QfWl 



Cookie 
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And to the next and final o&e : 
" What i» now their pride ? " 
He responded like a true patriot : ' 
" To WMT their old dothea oret ag«la, till the; can maka 
new (met." 

Having spoken thus wisely and bravely, he 
withdrew. All who heaid him bore witness to 
the manliQeBS ot his bearing, and his complete 
mastery of the subject. 

" Our TOTthy friend. Dr. I'lanUln," wrote Oeorge WUt- 
fleld, " has gained immortal honor hy hli behavior at the 
bat of the House. The answer was always found equal if 
not Euperlor to the qneBtloaer. He stood on^palled, gave 
pleasure to hii friends, and did honor to his coootry." 

" The dignity of his bearing," uyi Sparks, " his salf-poe- 
session, the promptnees and propriety with which he replied 
to each intem^atory, the isofoond knowledge he diqtlayed 
upon every topic presented to him, his perfect acquaintance 
with the political condidon and internal affairs of Ills conn- 
tiy, the feariessness with which he defended the late dcdnp 
of his conntrymeo, and censured tlie measures of parlia- 
ment, his pointed expressions and characteristic auumer; 
all these combined to rivet the attention, and excite tlte as- 
tonishment of ills audience. And, Indeed, Iheie is no event 
in tliis great man's life, more creditable to his talents and 
character, or more honorable to hts fame, than this axaml- 
natloa before the British Parliament. It is an enduring 
monument of his wisdom, firmneu, ssgadty, and pablot- 

From that day, " that mother of mischieb," 
as he termed the Stamp Aot, was doomed; and 
it was soon repealed. 
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A fortmiglit after bis ezaminatioii, he wrote to 
his wife to "congratulate" her on the "ex- 
pected " repeal of the Act, and on tbe *' great 
share of health " thej both enjoyed. He told her 
of Mr. Whitfield calling ou him ; and that he had 
seat " some curiooB beana for her garden." 

From his sister, Mrs. Mecom, he i-eoeived a 
letter of congratalation. Referring to his health, 
she said: 

" I hope Id God ;oa have recovered it, and will live long 
to moke jour «n«mies Mbamed. Yonr uiawen to tbe Par- 
Uament are diouglit by the best judges to exceed ail Out 
hu been wrote <m the subject" 

This was the judgment of Boston. Then 
coming down from the great theme, she talked 
of matters which more nearly concerned herself, 
but which she knew hex good brother would be 
glad to attend to : 

" I hftve A small reqnest to uk, though it is too trifling a 
thing for you to take cue at. , . . . It is to procure mo 
some flue old linen or cunbrlc (u a very old ahirt or oam- 
brie handkerchlels), dyed into bright colors, such as red and 
green, a Uttle blue, but chiefly red; for, with all my own 
art, and good old Uncle Benjamin's memorandums, I can't 
^nake them good colors; and my daughter Jeony, with a 
Uttle fd toy assistance, has taken to making flowers for tbe 
ladles, heads and bosoms with pretty good acceptance, and U 
I can procure those colors, I am in hopes we shall get some- 
thing by it worth our pains it we lire till spring." 

Aa indorsement on the letter, " Sent a box of 
millineiy," makes it sure that the affaire of Pai*- 
liament or Assembly did not prevent the kind 
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brother from making np a package for Boston. 
The sister well knew that he was not above su.oh 
brotherly kindness, as she had often received, 
substantial favors from him, to help the family 
over a bard place. At the beginning of the 
year, nine months before, she wrote to Mrs 
Franklin, from Boston : 

" We txe now mpplied not onlj wltb neoeMuy bat a«dl(- 
ftble clothing, for brother has sent each of u k priated cot- 
ton gown, a qnllted ooat, a bonne^ each of the giria a ci^ 
and Mm* ilbbon*. lOne Is TBI? suitable for me to wear 
now, being hlwh", ■"*! a pniple ootbm; but the stda* an 
light colored." 

Saoh kindly acts are mote honorable to Frank- 
lin thiat all his achievements in soienoe and 
diplomacy. 

On the 27th he had the pleasure of vhting to 
his wife, his " dear child " ; 

" As the Stamp Act U at length npealed, I am wllUng 
joa shonld have a new gown, whidi yon m^ nqipoae Z did 
not send sowLcr, as I knew 70a would not like to be Onw 
than jour neighbtn*, nalesa In a gown of TOOT own sinning. 
Hid the trade between the two eoontrlea totally ceaaed. It 
was a comfort to me to recollect that I had once been clothed 
from head to foot in woolen and linan of m; wife's maun* 
factnre, that I nerer was prouder of any diess in my lUs, 
and that she and her danghtar might do It again If U was 
necMsary. I told the Padlament that it was my oplnlcai, 
before the old clothes of the Americans were worn ont, they 
might hare new ones of their own maMng. I hare sent yea 
a floe piece of Pompadour saiin, fourteen yards, cost elereo 
ihilllngB a yard; a lUk negligee and petUeoat et brocaded 
hitestrtiig for my dear Sally, with two dozen gloree, fooi 



UTB OF BBNJAHIK XltAXrELm. 206 

bottlM of l»flnder water, and two little reels. The reeb 
an to Bcnw on the edge of the table, when ahe wonld wind 
iHlt or thread. The akelD U to be pnt over them, and winda 
baUv thaa U held In two *'i"'<" nure la alto a ghncrack 
corkscrew, which you miut get aome other glmcrack to 
ahow yon the dm at In the cheat Is a parcel of books 
tor m; friend Ur. Coleman, and the other for Coasin Col- 
bert. ... I send f on also a box with three fine cheena. 
Perh^e a bit of them may be left when I come home. Hra. 
Sterensoo has been very diligent and serriceable In getting 
thcM things together for you, and presents her best respects, 
as does her danghter, to both yon and Sally. . . . 

"ntere are some droll prints tn the box, which were given 
me by the printer, wad, being sent when I was not at home, 
were pached up without my knowledge. I think he was 
wrong to put fn Lord Bute, who had nothing to do with the 
Stamp A.ct." 

In the Bummer of 1766, in company with Six 
Thomas Pringle, the Queen's physician, he spent 
eight weeks on the continent, for the benefit of 
his health, visiting Pyrmont, Gottingen, Han- 
over, and some of the leading univeiBitiea. 

The subject of effecting a pei'manent union 
between England and America, by allowii^ to 
the latter a representation in pathament, was 
much discussed at this time. Franklin, ia a 
letter to a friend, said that in his private opinion 
this would be " the best for the whole." 

"Bat," he added, "I think it will never be done." It was 
too late. " The afTair is now In the situation of Friar Ba- 
erat's project of making a brasen wall ronnd England tot Ita 
eternal security. His servant, Frisi Bungey, slept while 
tlM l»axen head, which was to dictate bow It ml^t be done^ 
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nid. Time te uid TfcM ibom. He only waked to hear It nj, 
TImt U patL An ezplotlon loUoweil, Uut tumbled tbdr 
honM aboat the coujiitot'i ean." 

Id October of this year, Franldin was re-in- 
stated in his old place in the Assembly. His 
daughter Sally wrote from Philadelphia to her 
brother the governor, October 81, 1766 : 

" ' 27k« old tidtetfomert We haoe it by Mrtn-fow votetl 
OodbUuourwtrtl^tad nobU Agent, ondoU fil»/am0j/t' 
ven tbe jojfol words we were waked with at two or three 
o'clock tlile morning, hj the White Oaks. They then gave 
tu three hniTM and a bleadng, Uien marched oO. How 
■trong la the canae of tmthl We have beat three partlet: 
Oie Proprietary, the Freebjteriana, and the Half-and-HaU." 
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CHAPTER XXIX. 

O-eorge the Third. — Thackeray. — LeUer to Am 
Wife. — Neeetsity of Economy. — Mr. Baehe. — 
Ei» Sovxe. — Sarah Franklin. — Sir John 
Pringle. — Vteita Paris. — Letter to Miss Stev- 
entott. — Account of his Journey, and of his 
residence at Pari*. — Ladies Toilet. — Paini- 
iRjT the Cheeks. — The Queen. — Conver»e» mih 
the King. — The Royal Supper. — VeraaUles. 
— Pm-ia. — French Politiciant. — l^eatment 
qf Strat^ers, 

Ik the year 1767, to vbioh we are dow 
brought, George the Third was in the seventh 
year of his teign. He wanted to be t^e father 
of his people, but to his nairow mind, this was 
to be done by atriotly enforoing the loyol au- 
thorily. In his view, the Ameiicans had grown 
to be altogether too wayward ; they were put- 
ting on too many airs ; and henoe he naturally in- 
clined to measures which he thought were likely 
to improve their manners, imd make them more 
pliant subjects. He could see no reason wT ' 
they should not be taxed whenever he and par- 
liament so decided, and it has been supposed 
that the royal signature to the repeal -ot the 
Stamp Act was obtained only by passing a De> 
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claxatory Act, as it was called, vMcfa affiimed 
" the right " of parliament " to bind the colo- 
nieB in all cases whatsoeTer." He was a man 
of petty detail, with no hreadth, and no fore- 
sight. He oould tell, Bays Thackeray, " all the 
£icings, and the esaot number of the buttons, 
and all the tags and laces, and the cut of all 
the cooked hats, pigtails, and gaiters in his 
army ; he knew the smallest particulars legard- 
ing the routine of ministers, secretaries, embas- 
sies, audiences. . . . Those parts of the 
royal business he was capable of learning, aad 
he learned." But how to manage the great 
afEoirs of states, ho^ to govem a free people, 
waa utterly beyond his power. He would not 
consult the great men, like Pitt and Burke, but 
gave ready audience to tho^e, who, either because 
they were of the same low standard as himself, 
or because they wanted to use his weakness for 
their own ends, flattered his little pride, and en- 
couraged hia mulish obstinacy. 

If a truly great and wise man had then been 
on the throne, the difficulties between the two 
countries might have been amicably adjusted. 
As it was, there must be long delays of justice, 
and ungracious concessions doled out, in a spirit 
that only widened the breach between the un- 
natural mother and the suffering child. 

The repeal of the one most offensive meaaore 
did not, therefore, relieve Franklin from the ne- 
cessity of oontinuijig his agency. He mast re- 
main yet longer, to watch the course of eventa, 
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to follow up any advantage gained, to dispel 
prejadices, to promote good feeling toward faia 
countiy. Bat at present he could do little more 
than "wait. In June he wrote to his wife : 

" It «Mnu u U I should ttay bere Miotber winter, ani 
UieieforB I mnat leave It to joor judgment to act Im the at- 
ttlT ot OUT daugbter'a match, ai shall Mwm beet. U yon 
ttdnk It a auitable (me, I aoppoee the aooner it it completed 
the better. In that caw I would adriie, that yon do not 
make an ezpensire feaatlng veddlng, but conduct ereiythiDg 
with frugality and economy, which onr drcnnutances now 
require to be observed In all our expeusea. For, since my 
partnership with Ur. Hall la expired, a great source of 
our income is cut off; and. If I should lose the postoffloe, 
which, among the many changte here, Is far from being un- 
likely, we should be reduced to our rents and Interest of 
Boney for a anhalstence, which will by no means aitord the 
dtargeable housekeeping and entertainments we have been 

SMdtO. 

" Fw my own part, I Live here as frugally as possible, 
not to be destitute of the comforts of life, making no dinuan 
tor anybody, and contenting myself with a simple dish when 
at home; and yet, such Is the deamess of living here, in ev- 
ery article, that my expensea anuxe ma I see too, by the 
•urns you have received In my absence, that yours are vetj 
great; and I am very sensible that your situation naturally 
brings you a great many vislton, which occaalons an ex- 
paOM not easily to be avoided, especially when one has been 
long In the practice and habit of it But when people's In- 
totoM are lessened, If they cannot proportionally lessen 
ttielr outgoings, they must come to poverty. If we were 
young enough to b^ln business ^[ain, it might be another 
natter, but I doubt we are past It, and huBluess not well 
managed nuns one faster than no business, In shcnl, 
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with bngalitj and prudent care, we m&y rabeiBt decently od 
wlukt we tuTe, «nd leave ft entire to oar children, bnt wl'Ji- 
ont ancfa c»re we shall not be able to keep It together; It 
will melt &W&; like batter In the nuuhine, and we m^ llva 
long enough to feel the miserable cotueqiieiicee of onr ln(Ui- 
eretlon. 

"I know very little of Qie gentleman or hla character, 
nor can I at Uila distance. I hope bis expectatlona are not 
great of any fortune to be had with our dan^ter, before odi 
death. I can only »kj that if he provea a g(Md husband to 
her, and a good ion to me, he shall find me aa good a lathei 
as I can be; but at present, I suppose yoa would agree with 
me, that we cannot do more than fit her ont handsomely In 
clothes and furniture, not exceeding whole five hundred 
pounds of TBlne. For the rest, the; muat depend, a> yos 
and I did, on their own Industry and care, as what remalat 
In onr hands wlU ba barely sufficient for our support, ana 
not enough fi>r them when it comes to be divided at our 



" I suppose the bine room is too blue, Oia wood balng at 
ihe same color wlOi the paper, and so looks too dark. I 
wouldhare you furnish, as soon as yon can, tliua; paint the 
wainscot a dead white; paper the walls blue, and tack the 
gilt border round, just above the surbase, and under the 
cornices. If the paper is not equally colraed, when pasted 
on, let it be brushed over again with the same color, and let 
the pfg>ier moeU musical figniea be tacked to the middle of 
the ceiling. When this is done, I think it will look veiy 
welL 

"lamgladtohearUiatSallykeqpa up, and lnct«ases the 
number of her friends. The best wisfaei of a fond faduc 
tor her happiness, always attend her." 
The young gentlemiin here referred to ww 
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Richard Bauhe, to whom Sarah Franklin was 
mairied on the twenty-ninth of the following 
October, in her twenty-third year. 

In At^ust, 1767, again in company with his 
"steady, good Mend," Sir John Piiiigle, Frank- 
lin visited Faris. In a letter from that city, the 
fourteenth of the month, to Miaa Stevenson, he 
says: 

"All tbe vtg to Donr we were fomlahod wiUi port- 
dulasB, hnng ao u to lean forward, the top coming down 
OTCT OUT tjM, like « hood, as If to prevent 006*8 weiag the 
oonntiy; which, being one of 1117 great pleMaies, I was la 
perpetual dlsputea with Uie iu&keepera, oetiers, and po«til~ 
lions, about getting the straps taken up a hole or two before, 
and let down as much behind, tliey iiwUt.ing that the chaise 
leaning forward was an ease to the horses, and that the con- 
tiary would kill them. I sui^Mwe the chaise leaning for- 
ward looks to them like a willingness to go forward, and 
that its hanging back shows reluctance. 

" At Dover, the next morning, we smlM^ed for Calais, 
with a nnmber of passengers, who had never before been at 
Bsa. The; would prevlouslj make a hearty breakfast, be- 
cause, U the wind should fail, we might not get over till 
supper time. Doubtless they thought that, when they had 
paM for their breakfast, they had a right to it, and that 
whan they had swallowed it, they were sure of it. Bat they 
had scarce been out half an hour, before the sea laid claim to 
it, and tli^ were obliged to deliver it up. So that it seems 
tbere are nnoertaintles, even beyond those between the cup 
and the Up. If ever yon go to eea, take my advice, aud live 
sparingly a day or two beforehand. The sickness, if any, 
wlUbe ii^iter, and sooner ovw. We got to Calais that 



" The roads we found equally good with ours In Englaud, 
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In lome pUcaa paved with Bmootb BtonM, like oar aen 
streets, for numj miles together, uid rows of b«efl on each 
dde, amd yet there aie no tnmplkes. But then tJie poor 
peasants con^lalned to ns grlevooBly, that they were obliged 
to work upon tfae roads fall two monUu in the year, with- 
out being paid for their labor. . . . 

'"Die women we saw at Calais, on the road, at Boulogne, 
and in the inns and villages, were generally of dark oompleo- 
tkm; bnt arriving at Abbeville, we found a sodden change, 
a moltitade of both women and men in that place ^tpear- 
li^ remarkably fair. Whetherlhlslsowlngtoasm^ colony 
(d splnneis and wool-combers and weavers, brought hither 
from Holland with the woolen mannfactory, about rixt; 
yean ago, or to their being lees «zposed tothesan than in 
other places, I know noL . . . 

"As toon as we left Abbeville, the swaithiuea returned. 
I ^eak generally; for here are some fair women at Paris, 
who, I think, are not whitened by art. As to rouge, 
Oiey don't pretend to imitate natare In hqrlng it on. There 
li no gradual dlminutioa of the color, traa the bloom In the 
middle of the cheek to the faint tint near the sides, nor does 
U show Itself difletently in different faces. I have not had 
Ae honor of being at any lady's toilette to see how it ii 
•ldon,butIfUicyI can tell how It is or may be done, 
Cut a hole of three Inches diameter, in a {decs of p^ier; 
place It on the aide of your face in such a manner as that 
the topof theholemaybe jnstnndertlie eye; then, with a 
brush dipped In the wlor, paint face and pvpet bother; so 
when the paper is taken ofl, there will remain a round patch 
of red, exactly the form of the hole. This is the mode, from 
Uie actresses on the stage, upwards through all ranks of 
ladles to the princeeses of the blood; bat It atope Ihei^ the 
Queen not using it, having 'in the serenity, complacenoe, 
and benignity that shine so eminently in, or rather through 
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hsr connteiunee, milDcleut bean^, thongh now an old 
womAn, to do extreme); well without it. 

" Yon Me I Bpeftk of the Queen m if I bad seen her; and 
■0 1 hsTe, tor you miut know I hkve been k> court. We 
WKLt to Teraaillei last Snndaj, and had the honor of being 
presented to tlie King [Lonls XT.] ; he apolce to boOi of ni 
very gndonaty and very chewfoUy , la a handsome man, hai 
■ very lively look, and appeara a yonnger man than he is. 
In the eveiUug we were at the Orand Cotuert, where the 
bmilymp In public. The table was half a hollow square, 
Ibe terrlce gold. When either made a sign for drlok, the 
wordwaaglTenbyoneof the waiters; ^ bolrepour le Sol, 
or A bobre pour la Belne. Then two penona came frmn 
within; the one with wine and the other with water in 
eorq^; each drank a little glasa of what he bnmght, and 
tlten put both the ear<tfet with a glasa on a salver, and thes 
presented it Their distance from each other was soch, u 
that other ch^rs might have been placed between any two 
of them. An officer of the court brought us up through the 
crowd of spectators, and placed Sir John so as to stand be- 
tween the Queen and Madame Tlctoire. The King talked 
a good deal to Blr John, asking many qoestlona abont onr 
regal family ; and did me too Oie honor of taking some notice of 
me; that la aaylng enough; for I would not have yoo think 
me to mudi pleased wttli this King and Qneen, as to have 
a whit less r^ard than I used to have for oura. No E^ench- 
man shall go beyond me In tTilTiMng my own iTing and 
Qoent the very best In the world, and the moat amiable." 

Aad the person who said this was Di. Fiank- 
lin, and the king waa George the Third I But 
tiiie time was not distant, when the Doctor, who 
now imagined himself so veiy loyal, would see 
his *' amiable " monarch in ouite anoUifii light* 
The letter goes on to saj ; 

C'lOo^lc 
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" TeiMiUet bu had Infinite soma laid ont In building ll 
and nipplying It with water. Some aay the u^Mnsee ex- 
ceeded e^h^ mtlllong Hterllng. The range of buildlngB ia 
ImmenBe; tlie garden-front moat magniflcott, of hemi 
■tone; the number of atataes, figures, nnui, Ac, In marlde 
and bronze (d exquisite workmanship Is l^^vad 
conception. Bat the water-workB are out of r^air, and 
so Is great part of the front next the town, looking 
with Its ahabbj, half-hrick valla, and broken windows, not 
much better than the honses In Durham Yard. There Is, in 
short, both at Teraaillea and Paris, a prodigious mixture of 
magnificence and n^Ilgence, wlUi ever; Und of el^ance, 
ezc^t that of cleaniineaa, and what we call tidfaieM. 
Thongh I most do Paris the Justice to aay, that In two parts 
ofdeanllness they exceed us. The wat^tfaey drink, though 
from the river, they render as pure as that of the best spring 
by filtering It through cisterns filled with sand; and the 
streets with coaatant sweeping are fit to walk In, tbODg^ 
there is no paved f oot-patli. Accordingly, many well-dressel 
people are constantly seen walking In them. The crowd of 
coachee and chaises for this reason is not so greaL Men, as 
well aa women, carry umbrellas in their hands, which they 
exteiidlncaseof lain or too much sun; and, a man with an 
nmbrella not taUng up more than three foot square, or nine 
square feet of the street, when, If in a coach, he would take 
up two hundred and forty square feet, fon can easily ow- 
cdve, tliat though the streets here are narrow, they naif be 
much less incumbered. They are extremely well pared, and 
the stones, being ganoraUy cubes, when worn on one bUa, 
may be turned and become new. 

" The dvlliUes ve everywhere recelTe give us Uie sbtmg- 
est Impressions of the French politeness. It seems to be a 
point settled here universally, that straogara are to be 
treated with respect; and one has Just the same d 



UTS OF BENJAIOH rBAKELIK. 27!> 

■tuvwn oiu hwe by being a stnnger, u In X&gland b^ being 
Klady. 

" The cortom-bonM offlean ftt Port Bt. Denis, u we entered 
ParU, were about to leiie two dosen of excellent Bordeanx 
wine given n* at Boulogne, and whlcli we brought with na ; 
bat, as soon as they found we were strangers, It was Inunedl- 
ately remitted on that account. At the chorch of Notre 
Dame, where we went to see a magoiflceDt Ulnmlnatlon, 
with flgnree, Ac, for the deceased Dauphlness, we found m 
immense crowd, who were kept out bygnards; bat, tlie offi- 
cer being told that we were strttngera from Bnclaud, he im- 
mediately admitted us, accompanied us and showed as erery- 
thing. Why dtm't we pratflce this nibani^ to Frenchmen t 
Vbyshonld they be allowed to oatdonalneTerytblngf . . 

" Travelling Is one way of lengthening life, at least In q>- 
peanuoe. It Is but about a fortnight since we left London, 
but (he variety of scenes we have gone tbrough, nudies it 
•ecm eqaal to six months livliig in one place. Perh^s I 
have luHered a greater change too, in my own person, than 
I could have done in six years at home. I had not been 
here six days, before my tailor and perraqnier had trana- 
bnrned me Into a Frendunaa. Only tlilnk what a flgore I 
make In a Uttle bag-wig and with naked eani They told 
me I was become twenty years younger, and looked gallant 

And pray look upon It as no small matter, that, snmunded 
as I am by all the glories of the world, and amusements (rf 
all sorts, I remember yoa and DoUy and all Ibe dear good 
folks at Bromley. It Is true, I cannot help it, but must and 
ever aludl remember yon all wiUi pleasure. 

" Need I add, that I am particularly, my dear good friend, 
"Tonn most affectionately." 
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Pope's Rule. — Letter to JiEss Stevenson ahovi 
a Proposal of Marriage. — What Se Thinks of 
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Thx repeal of the Stomp Act was foUowed by 
other ActB equally obnoxioiis to the Americans. 
They were taxed on many of the most common 
articles, as glass, paper, tea, painteis, colors, etc., 
a set of oommissioneis being sent over to attend 
to the collection of these duties. Every means 
was employed to forbid or discourage manufac- 
tores in the colonies.* The hatters of England 
had got an act passed compelling the Americans 
to send their beaTers abroad to be made into 
hats, and the nail and steel-makers had prevailed 
on Parliament to forbid the erection of slittii^ 
and steel furnaces in America. Not an article 
could the colonists manufacture out of the iron 
that abounded in the country, except for private 
use. No wool could be sold from town to town, 
Dor a bat £rom one colony to another. And 
further, Gtreat Brituu not only put duties upon 
her own maou&ctures exported to America, but 
forbade the colonists to trade with any other 
country, or export to England their own mer- 
chandise, except in British vessels. Wine, fruit 
and oil were not allowed to be brought direct 
from Spain and Portugal, nor could iron be car- 
ried direct to foreign markets. The interests of 

* SpaA), ud Speech sf E. C. Cowdla. 

Cookie 
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English mann&ctares and tcadem most be exola- 
sirely consulted. 

No wonder the Amerioans thooght England 
was a strange mother, or that their indignation 
BOmetdmes exceeded the bounds of propriety. 
And when troops were stationed in Boston and 
New York to restrain these popular ontbreaks, 
the people became still more excited and alarmed. 
These demonstnitioaa, many of which were re- 
gretted by the more prudent Americans, were 
made use of in England to damage the juat 
claims of the colonies, and to piovoke more 
stringent measures against them. 

Di. Franklin, ever watchful for the interests 
of the colonies, felt called upon to write an arti- 
cle for the London Ckromele, Causes of the 
American Discontents, for the purpose of calm- 
ing the public excitement agunst America. 
The editor took the liberty to prune it of what 
he regarded offensive passages : " He has drawn 
the teeth," says the author, "and pared the nails 
of my paper, so that it can neither scratch nor 
bite. It seems only to paw and mumble." This 
was in 1768. 

In February of that year, Franklin wrote to 
his wife: 

"I bftTe received also the IndUa and buckwheat meal, 

' ' ' with Uie qiplM, cruibarrfeB and mita, (Or all 
vbldi I think too. They sll proT« good, and the applet 
were parUcnlarlr welcome to me and myfrlends, aa than 
b^pena to be acvce of any kind in Kngland this year . . 

"I am much concerned (or my dear titter's love ol lier 
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daughtar. It WM kind In yon to write » letter of con- 
dolenoo. I have also written to her upon the ocoaioo. 1 
am not determined about bringing Sallj * over witli me, bat 
am obliged to ;oa for the kind manner in which yon apeak 
of It, and possiblj I may conclude to do It. ' * * 

"P. S. I forgot toteU you that a certain great lady, the 
best woman In England, was graciously pleased to accept 
some of yonr nuts, and to saj they were excellent." 
With theBe nuts, he Bent the following note : 

" Dr. FnmkllD presents his respectful compliments to Lord 
Bathnist, witli some American nuts; and to Lady Bathurst 
with some American apples; which he pr^s ihey will ac- 
cept as a tribute from that country, small Indeed, but volun- 
tary." 

Ahont this tame, the ooimtry was t^tated 
OTer the election of a new Parliament. 

"All the members," says Franklin, "are now In their 
eoouties ssd boronghs, among their drunken electors. . . 
It is thought that near two mUUons will be spent ttiis elec- 
tiou; but those who understand fignres and act by compntap 
tlon, say the crown has two millions a year in place* and 
pensions to dispose of," 

lu London, especially, there was intense excite- 
ment about John Wilkes, " an outlaw and an ex- 
ile," saya Franklin, " of bad personal character, 
not worth a farthing," who came OTer from 
France, and " set himself ap ae a candidate for 
the capital of the kingdom ; '* a worthless dem- 
agogue who turned the heads of the populace by 
abusing the government, and making great pre- 
( to be a friend of liberty. 
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"London waiUnmlmted two nighta niimliig at tlia com- 
mand of the mob, for the mcceu of Wilkee, In Oie Middle 
aex election. The second night exceeded anything of the 
kind ever leen here on the greatest occasions of rejoicing, 
as even the small cross-streets, lanes, conrts, and other ont- 
of-the-wa; places were all In a blase with lights, and the 
principal streets, all night long, as the mobs went roond 
again, after two o'clock, and obliged people who had extln- 
gnlsh«d their candles to light them again. Those who re- 
fused had tlielr windows all destroyed. The damage dona 
and expense of candles have been computed at fiftf thoa- 
sandpoonds: 

Writing about a month later, he said : 

" Even this capital, the residence of the king, Is now a 
daily scene of lawless riot and confusion. Hobs patrolling 
the stteeta at noonday, some knocking all down that will 
not roar for WUkea and liberty; courts of jnallce afraid to 
give JndgmenE against him ; caal-haavers and port«n pulling 
down the houses of coal-merchants, that refuse to give them 
more wages; sawyers destroying saw-mills; sailors onilg- 
ging all the ontward bound ships, and suffering none to sail 
till merchants agree to raise their pay; watermen destroying 
private boats, and threatening bridges; soldiers firing among 
the mobs, and killing men, women and Children, which 
teema only to have produced a universal sullenneaa, that 
loolu like a great black cloud coming on, ready to burst in a 
general tempest. 

" While I am writing, a great mob of coal-portsn flUa the 
street, carrying a wretch of their business upon poles to be 
ducked, and otherwise to be punished at thMr pleasure, for 
working at the old wages. All respect to law and govern- 
ment seenu to be lost among the common people, who are, 
moreover, continually inflamed by seditions scdbblers, to 
trample on anthori^, an^ everything that nsed to b 
to order." 
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About bIz weeks later, July 2nd, he writes : 

" ^10 tnmnlta and dlaorden IhU, prBrailed heie lately, 
hATe now pretty well Bubslded. Wilkes' oatlawry U re- 
vened, bnt be Is Bentenced to twenty-two montha Imprison 
meut, and one thoiuuid poonds flue. * * The Importa- 
Uon of corn, a pret^ good Ii&y haireit, now new orer, 
and the prospect of plen^ from a fine crop of wheat, make 
the poor more patleni" 

Meanwhile Fianilin had been approached by 
leading men in the government, with reference 
to hia appointment to some important office ; that 
of Under-Secretary of State, as some said. And 
certainly it would have been a great gain to the 
ministiy to secure, as a permanent friend of Eng- 
lish interests, a man of so much consequence as 
Franklin. A report that he was not disinclined 
to hston to such a proposal went to America, 
and was diligently spread by his enemies there. 
A letter from his sister, at Boston, expressed 
much concern about it, and in his reply he said : 

"I am now grown too old to be ambitiooi of such a wU- 
tlon as that which yon s^ has been mmtioned to you. 
Repose U more fit for me, and much more suitable to my 
wishes. There Is no danger of such a thing being offered to 
me, and I am sure I shall never ask iL But even If it were 
otterei, I certainly coald not accept It, to act under such in- 
structions as I know must be given with it. So you aay be 
quite easy on that head," 

In a letter to his son, the governor, refemng 
to Uie Duke of Grafton, he said : 

" I must tell yon that, though I did not tlituk flt to decline 
any favor so gnat a man expressed an inclinatiao to do 
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me, iMCMue, &t court, U one showi an nrnwillliigDCM to M 
obliged, It i» ofKn constraed as a mark of mental hostilitj, 
aad one makes an enemy; 7M, so great Is my Inclination to 
be at home and at rest, that I shall not be sorry If this bosl- 
nees falls throngb, and I am snflered to retire with my old 
post [as Postmaster General}; nor, Indeed, rery sorry If tliey 
take that from me too, on accoont of my leal for America, 
in which some of my friends hare Mnled to me that I havs 
been too open. - ■ - - If Mr. Grenvltle [the anlhor of 
the Stamp Act] comee into power again. In any department 
reapectlng America, I mnat tefase to accept of anything that 
m^ seem to pnt me Is his powo', becaUM I qiprdiend A 
lifeach between the two countries; and that refusal might 
gire oftence. So that, yon see, a torn of a die may make 
a great dlfleience In oar afialn. We may be either pro- 
moted or discarded; one or the other seems liiely soon to be 
the case, bnt it is hard to dirine which. I am, myBelf, grown 
ao old (now sixty-two], as to feel mnch less than formerly the 
spnr of amblUon; and, If It wefc not for the flattering ex- 
pectation, that by being here I might more eftectoally serre 
my connby, 1 ehoold carlainly determine for retirement, 
without a moment's hesitation." 



It is plain that Franklin's acceptance of o£Sce, 
should a place be offered him, if considered at 
all, could only be andei a ministry friendly to 
America, and in the expectation of such a policy 
being pursued as would satisfy her people and 
make them a contented portion of the British 
Empire. At no rate would he take office under 
a minifitry like that of GrenviUe. 

Whatever the bints or proposals of this or that 
great man may have amounted to, no offer seems 
ever to have been formally made, and after 
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awhile Fraoklin heard no more of the subjeat ; 
which waa fortoziate, fot himaelf aiid for Amer- 
ica. Ab an Ei^lish place-holder, hia voice for 
the conntij of his birth would liave been com- 
paratively hesitating and feeble, though it could 
not possibly have been silenced ; or else a rupt- 
ure would hare come, that must have widened 
the breach. From such a calamity and snare the 
father was saved ; while the son, less nobly en- 
dowed, yielded and was entrapped. 

Franklin now thought of returning to Amer- 
ica. In the present troubled state of affairs, the 
bosineas of hia A^ncy could not be prosecuted 
suoceBafully, and his private concema required 
his personal attention at home. But his ap- 
pointment as i^ent for Georgia determined him 
to delay his return. 

Amid these political affoirs, he was ready to 
turn hia thoughts to other themes, when he 
could serve hia fiiends. One of them, John 
Alleyne, having taken a step for which some 
persons had blamed him, wished to obtun the 
opinion of BO wise a man as Fi'anklin, which he 
gave in a letter: 

" Dmt Jack, jnon dcsln, yoa mj, my fmpartUl tluHi{^ 
on Iha mbject of an early marriage, ty way of aiuwor to tba 
mnnberlen objcctloni ibat bare been made by ntuneroiu 
pcnotu to your own. Yon may lamember, when yon con. 
nilted ne <n Ibe occwloti, tbat I tbooght yoatb on botb 
ridw to be no objection. Indeed, from ILe marrlagea tbat 
b«T« fallen under my obaerratton, I am rather ineUned to 
think that early ooea stand the belt cbance of happineis. 
The Umper and hablU of the yonng are not become ao atUI 
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■nd tmcomplTing, u wben more advanced In life: they foim 
more eaail]' to each other, and hence many occasions of dl*> 
gnst are remored. • ■ • ■ 

"With na In America, marriages are generally la ths 
mDming of life; onr children are therefore educated and 
Mttled In the world by noon; and thus, our boslneBa being 
done, we have an afternoon and evening of cheerful ielsnrs 
toooiaelvea. - - • ■ 

"In fine, I am glad yoa are married, and congratnlate yon 
moat cordially upon IL You are now In the way of becom* 
tug a useful dtlxen, and yon have escaped the nnnatoral 
■tate (d celibacy for life, the fate of many here, who nevo' 
Intended it, but who, having too long postponed the change 
of theli condition, find at length that It is too Ute to think 
of It, and M live all th^ Uvea in a situation that greatly 
lessoni a man's value. An odd volnme cd a set of boob 
bean not the valne of Its proportion to the set. What think 
joQ of the odd half of a pair of BdsBors? It cannot well 
cat anything; it may possibly serve to scrape a trencher. 

"Pray make my compliments and best wishes acoqrtahle 
to your bride. I am old and heavy, or I should ere this 
have presented them In person. I shall midce bat small use 
of the old man's privilege, that of giving advice to younger 
friends. Treat your wife always with respect; it will pro- 
cure respect to you, not only from her, but fnmi all that ob- 
serve it Never use a ■lighting expreasi<ni to her, eveuln 
Jest, for slights In Jest, after frequent bandyings, are qtt to 
end In angiy earnest Be studious in your profession, and 
yon will be learned. Be Industrious and frugal, and yon 
will be rich. Be sober and temperate, and you wlQ be 
healthy. Be In general virtuous, and yoa will be happy. 
At least, you will, by such conduct, stand the best chanoe 
for each consequences. I pray Ckid to bless yon both; 

" being TOTO XTXB aptzotiokaxk wbimmd." 
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Abont two months later, his Mend Mias 
Stevenson Bought bis advice as to her duty 
towards an aged female friend or relative. Th^ 
person had been under her cai'e, but some infe- 
licities of temper on the part of the former had 
led to a separation. But it was evident that, 
with her infirmities, she was unhappy apart &om 
the company and care of her young friend, and 
it was a question with Misa Stevenson whether 
sbe ought not to live with her, though it might be 
inconsistent with her happiness or interest. She 
wanted to know the Doctor's opinion. He re- 
plied: 

" H7 Bdvictt miut be, that jon retom to ber u loon as the 
time proposed for your visit li expired; and tbat yoa ooa- 
tinae, by erery meuu In your power, to make the lemalnder 
of her dayi aa comfortable to bar u potslble. iDvent 
amtuements for her; be pleated when she accepts of them, 
and patient when she perhaps peerisbly rejects them. I 
know this is hard, but I think yon are equal to It; not from 
any serrllity cd temper, but from abundant goodness. * * 

"Nothing is more apt to sour the temper of aged people, 
than the at^ireheDslon that they are neglected; and they an 
cstranely ^t to entertain such suspicions. It was therefore 
Oiat I proposed asking her to be d our late par^; but, your 
mother flinitWng it, the motion was dropped, as smne others 
have been, by my too great' easiness, contrary to my Jndg- 
Etast. Not but that I was sensible her being with us might 
lucn lessened our pleasures, but I hoped it might liav« pr^ 
vented you some p^u. 

" In fine, nothing can contribute to tm« happlneBs, that Is 
iuoanslstent with duty; nor can a course of action, coufonu- 
abl9 to It, be flnally wltbont an ample lewanL' For God 
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gmemt; wbUm ia good. I pray him to direct yon; and, In- 
deed, yoa vill never be wiOioiit Ub dlrectloa, if you hombly 
Mk it, aod thaw yoorwU ■Iways ready to obey it Fare- 
well, mjf dear Mend, and bellere me erer alneerelf and 
aftOctiooately votm." 

This letter is alike hoDoiable to the writer, and 
to the lady to whom it was addteesed. 

It was about this time that the King of Den- 
mark, Christian VII., visited Ei^land. He 
sought the acquaintance of the world-renowned 
philosopher, and when he made a dinner-party, 
of sixteen guests, most of them foreign ambas- 
sadors and officers of distinction, Franklin was 
one of the company. 

It was not long after, that he received a grat- 
ifying mark of respeot bom his own country- 
men. He was chosen President of the Ameri- 
can Philosophical Society ; an honor continaed 
to him from year to year as long as he lived. 
He felt a deep interest in its objects, and contrib- 
uted to its Transactions some valuable papers. 

He was not a mere philosopher of the closet ; 
whatever he discovered or observed, he sought 
to tuin'to some practical account for the benefit 
of his fellow men. He put himself to much 
puns to obtain and send over to America, a tel- 
escope tor Harvard College, and he also pro- 
cored from Mr. Ellicot "the glasses etc., of the 
long Galilean telescope " which he had pre- 
sented to the College. In a letter to his wife, 
near the close of the year, he speaks of sending 
over som^ new kind of oats, free from husks, 
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and Bome Swiss barley, biz rows to an ear, wfaioh 
he wished distribated among his friends. 

He also eodeaTOred to piomote the culture of 
silk in America. In letters to Loid Karnes, not 
long after, be gave some advice about smoky 
chimneys, and expressed hia preference of oxen 
to horses for fanning purposes. He sent over to 
America *' some of the true rhubarb seed," some 
" green dry peas, for making pea-soup," " some 
Chinese earavancet, with Father Narasette's ac- 
count of the universal use of a cheese made of 
them in China, *' which," he added, " so excited 
my aorimty, tiut I caused inquiry to be made 
of Mr. Flint, who lived many years there, in 
what manner the cheese was made. I have 
mnoe learned, that some runnings of salt (I sup- 
pose runnet) is put into water, when the meal is 
in it, to turn it to ourds." Doling a visit he 
made to Paris, he took particular notice of the 
oonstmction of the houses, with reference to 
security from fire. 

" We Bcarcelj ever hear of flie In Paili," lie mjs, *' The 
roofi tn slate or tUe, the mils ue ttone, the walls gener- 
ally lined with atocco or plaster, Instead of wainscot, the 
toon of stucco, or of six sqnmra tilee painted brown, or of 
flag stone, or of nurUe; if any floon were wood. It was of 
oak wood, which Is not so Imflamtm tie as pine. Carpets 
prerent the eoldncM of stone or brlck. floon oltendltig the 
feet In winter, and the noise of treading on inch floors over- 
head. Is less inconvenient than on boards. The stairs, too, 
at Paris, are either stone or brick, with only a wooden edge 
or comer for the step; so that on the whole, thongh the 
Fansians commoulT bom wood In Oteii ebimnajs, a mon 
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dangraoiu kind of fnel than Out used here, yet their hoitBM 
escape extremely well, aa there la little In a room tbftt can 
be coDsnmed by fire except the fumltoie; wbereaa in Lon- 
don, perhaps acarcely a year paasea in which half a million 
of propertj and many Uvea are not lost by thla destractlTa 



He also made inqaines about coTeriog houses 
with copper, aud gave a deaoription of the 
method, in a letter to a friend. 

In a letter to John Bartram, a noted botanist, 
oiling him to put his obserrations of nature into 
a book, Franklin showed the veij piaotiool char- 
acter of his mind : 

"Many people, are fmd of Meonnts of aU baUdinga 
and monomenla; but there la a nomber who would be 
mndt better pleaaed witb aoch socoonta aa yon could af- 
ford than. And, for one, I confeaa, that If I conld find In 
any Italian travela a receipt for making Paimeaaii cheeae, 
It would ^TC me more aatlafactlon Qian a tnutacript of 
any Inscription from any old stone vhatever." 

A little more sentiment in his nature need 
not, we think, hare made him leas oaefol to 
mankind. 

In the letter to his wife, just above teferred 
to, he speaks thus of tmoBelf : 

" Tor my own part, I think of late that 017 constitnllon 
ratlier mendi. I haTe had but one touch ol the gout, and 
that a light one, since I left yon. .... I feel atrouger 
and more active. Tet I would not hare you tliink that I 
fancy I shall grow yoong again. I know that men of my 
bulk often fall suddenly. I know Qiat, according to the 
course of nature, I cannot at moat continue much longer, 
and that the living even of another day fs uikoertaln. I 
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thenfora form no ecbemei, bnt nich u ire of Immediate 
execution, indulging myself In no future prospect except 
one, that of Tetnmlng to FMladelphlo, there to ep«nd Qm 
•Tening of mj life iriUi my friends and family." 

And yet this old man of sixty-three, writing 
about his lookiiig for death daily, lived more 
than twenty years after thia, years filled with 
useful and brilliant deeds. 

That he was not always in qaite so serions a 
mood, appears from the lively correspondeDce 
that passed between him and his friend Mias 
Stevenson about her intended marriage. She 
had written to him : 

"I met vlUi a rery *enslble phydeian yetterday, who 
praacribes abatinenoe for the cure of consumptions. He 
most be clever, becanae he thinks aa tw do. I vonld not 
liave yoD or mother lorpriaed, if I diould nm oft with thia 
jonng man. To b« nue It woold be an Impmdeot step, at 
the discreet age ol thirty; bat there la no aaying what on' 
should do, if solicited by a yonng mam of an InslnnatlDg ad- 
dreas and good person, though he may be too young for one, 
and not yet establiahad in his profession. He engaged me 
so deejay in conversation, and I was so much pleased with 
him, that I thou^t It ueceasary to give you warning, though 
I HSiue yon be has made no jiroposol. 

"How I rattlel This flight must be owing to this new 
aeqodntaace, or to the joy of heailng my old one Is returned 
to this coTintry*. I know which I attribute it to, tor I can 
tell when my spirits were enlivened ; bnt you may think aa 
TOO pleaae^ If yon will believe me to be, dear air, 
Tonr tmly affectionate 
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To which, after speaking of other things, he 
replied ; 

" However, tbere ue certala clrcunutancea In life, twnie- 
tlmeB, where It !■ perhapg not best to hearken to reuon. 
For lUBtance; pooslbly, If tbe truth were known, I hare rat- 
ion to be jeslona of this Mme inslnuaUng, LandBome yonag 
physician ; hnt, m it flatten more my vanity, and therefore 
gtvea me more pleaaore, to suppose yoa were in spirits cm 
account of my safe retam, I ■hall turn a deaf ear to reaam 
in this case, as I hare done with aaccess in twenty others. 
Bnt I am sore yon will always give me reason enough to 
condnne ever, 

"ToTJB AmcnoiTATK FBiKin)." 

It was pievioaa to this, that he wrote to this 
lady about a " reformed alphabet," on the prin- 
ciple of phonography ; and it was doiibtle8B 
when her mind was yet unoccupied by insinuat- 
ing physicians, that she made inquiries about tbe 
construction of chimneys, under an unknown 
date ; to which the doctor replied in a practical 
and complimentary way. After giving his opin- 
ion about the draft of chimneys, which, it seems, 
had been a subject of discussion, he adds : 

" So yon see I think yon had the beat of the argnmeot; 
and, u you, notwithstanding, gave it up in complaisance to 
the company, I Alnk you had also the best of the dispute. 
There are few, though convinced, tliat know how to give 
np even an error they have once been engaged in maintain- 
Ing; there Is, therefore, the more merit in dropping a contest 
where uie thinks one's self right , 't Is, at least, respectful 
to those we converse with. And, indeed, all our knowledge 
Is so imperfect, and we are, from « thousand canaea bo per- 
petually subject to mistake and error, that positivenees can 
•earae ner b>>eonu sven the most knowing; and tnoJMty la 
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■dTaadng aaj opinion, however plain and true ve may m^ 
poee It, U alvsjB dec«nt, and genenll; more likely to pro- 
cim usent. Pope's rale, — 

' To speak, thou^ Bore, with laOTalng diffidence,' 
la, therefore, a good one; and, U I had ever wen In your co&- 
Tenation the least deviation from it, I should earnestly reo- 
ommend it to yoor observation." 

When, at a later date, a " proposal " had been 
made, and she wrote to ask the Doctor's opinion 
about her accepting it, he replied that he saw 
no objection to it, and added gracefully : 

" I aee yonr delicacy and your hmnllity, too ; tor you fancy 
tliat U yon do not prove a great fortune, yon will not be 
loved; bat I am aore, were I in his situation In every re- 
spect, knowing you so well aa I do, Kod eateemlng yoa so 
highly, I should think you a fortune auffldent for me with- 
out a ■hilling ." 

The good Doctor, in the present case, was sore 
that his approval of the marriage would entirely 
coincide with the lady's wishes, and he was 
ready to give it ; but his opinion of advice in 
general may be learned from what he said to a 
person who wi-ote to him about a young man 
under his charge : 

" Aa to my reproving and advialng him, which you dealre, 
he has not Utherto appeared to need it, which ta Incky, aa I 
am not fond of giving advice, ba^ng aeldom seen It taken. 
• ■ ■ An Italian poet. In his account of a voyage to tb* 
moon, tells us that 

' All things lost on earth are treaaured Ihers.' 
On which s- mebody observed, there must thvu be In the 
soon a griMl deal of good adoUt " 



£200, — Letter to hit Daughter. — Admtet her 
to " Learn Accounts" — I'ate of one o/ the 
Squirreia. — Spit^h to " Poor Mungo " — 
Letter to SHeg Shipley. 

IviSTKAH of retunung to America, as he bad 
hoped, Dr. Frartklin found the necessity for a 
longer stay in England becoming every day 
more urgent. Besides the agency of his own 
province, and the general interests of the colo- 
nies, he was i^nt of Georgia, and afterwards 
of Kew Jersey and Massachusetts. 

The people of the colonies had determined 
not to Bohmit to the tax imposed on imported 
articles, as a means of compelling from Parlia- 
ment an acknowledgment of their rights. Their 
resistanoe was peaceful, not to import and not to 
nse British mannfactures. In July, 1769, in 
reply to a communication from Philadelphia 
merchants, containing a copy of their agreement 
l^ainst importation, he said : 

"By perristing itejidlly In the meMuras 70a haTS ao tand- 
•bly entered Into, I hope ;on will, U backed b; the general 
honest resolntioa of tiie people to buy British goods of no 
oUten, but to manufacture for themselves, or use colony 
mannfactores only, be the means, nnder Qod, of recovering 
Hid Mtkbllshing the freedom of oar conncry entire, and of 
ii.nHing It doim complete to poster!^." 

In October, of the same year, he reo^ved 
from Boston a gratifying testdmonial <>{ tbo ^^ 
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timatiou in which he was there held, contained 
in a letter &om a committee of the town, bearing 
the Bignatares of Thomas Gushing, Samuel Ad- 
ams, John Adama, James Otis, Joseph Warren, 
Kichard Dana, Joshua Henshaw, Joseph Jack- 
son and Benjamiu Kent. 

" The town of Boston," thej bkj, "are fully Mnelble of 
jour ezteiulve Influence, and, from yotiT past conduct, have 
tlie BtroDgest reawu to assure themHelves that 70a will exert 
your great ablltties In promoting the ault«d Intereats at 
Qreat Britain and her colonies. 

"The happiness of Brltiflh subjecls Is toundod on the 
freedom of the Constitution; and, In behalf of the town of 
Boston, we beg you would always, and paitlealarly at this 
Ume, defend this Injured town gainst the Injurious calum- 
nies of Okose who wish the total abollttou of l!b«rty, both In 
Great Britain and America." 

A rnmor havisg reached his sister, Mrs. Me- 
com, that, for the free expression of his opinions 
in letters to America, he was to be punished by 
being removed from' the Post-office, he wrote to 
her that the abuse of bis enemies should act 
provoke him to retign : " If they would have 
my office, they must take it." He added, that 
DO threat could make the least change in his po- 
litical conduct. 

" Uy nUe, in which I hare always found satlsfactloD, 
is never to turn aside In public affairs, through views iJ 
private Interest; but to go sb^gbt forward in doing what 
appears to me right at the dme, leaving Qie cousequences 
with Providence. What In my younger days enabled me 
more easily to walk upright was, tbat I had a trade, and 
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me. And now It Is sUll more euy for me to preserve to; 
freedom and integrity, when I consider that I am almost at 
the end of my Journey, and therefore need less ts complete 
the expente of It; and tLat frhat I now poesem, throngh the 
blesaing td God, with toierable economy, will he sufficient for 
me (great misfortones excepted), diough I should add nolh- ' 
lug more to it hy any office or employment wbataoOTer." 

In 1771, Di. Franklin visited several of his 
friends in different parts of England. He was 
intimate with Dr. Priestley and Dr. Erasmus 
Darwin, and at their homes discuBsed subjects 
of science and assisted them in philosophical 
experiments. With the former he found also 
political sympathy ; mth the latter he had cor- 
responded before comii^ to England. A letter 
which Dr. Darwin sent to .Franklin, compliment- 
ing him on his discoveries, was addressed " Dr. 
Franklin, America," and he said he felt inclined 
u> make a still more flattering superscription, 
"Dr. Vramdin, the WorM." An answer which 
came b^ the writer proved that the letter actu- 
ally reached its destination. 

The tour w is extended throi^h Wales, Ire- 
ia.^d, Scotland and the north of England, greatly 
to the improvement of his health. He was able 
to spend several months in this agreeable way, 
as no bosiness of importance relating to Ameri- 
can af&irs then occipted the attention of Par- 
liament. 

In Ireland, wi ere ho spent sevea -^e«^/'« 
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reason, he was all smiles. That be might make 
Franklin's stay more f^reeable, *' he put hia eld- 
est son, Lord Kill warling, into his phaeton with 
me, to drive me a round of forty miles, that I 
m^ht see the coontry, the seats, and manufact- 
ures, covering me with his own great coat, lest I 
should take cold.'* The shrewd American un- 
derstood this to be more policy than friendship ; 
for he adds : 

"If he tatu no steps towards wltlidrawliig the troopa, re- 
pealing the dntlei, restoring the Castle [a fortlfleatloQ In 
Boston Harbor], or recalling the offensive instructions [to 
EngUsh officials In America], I shall think all the plausible 
behatior I have described ia meant only, by patting and 
stroking the horse, to make him more patient, while the 
rdns are drawn tighter, and the spnn set deeper in his 
ddes." 

That he was not mistaken in his estimate of 
his Lordship, appears from what happened after- 
wards. Writing to his son, some months later 
he says: 

"As Lord HiUsborongh In fact got nothing oat of me, I 
■hovld rather snppoee he threw me away as an orange that 
would jleld no jnlce, and therefore not worth more squeez- 
ing. When I bad been a little while returned to London, I 
w^ted on him to thank him for his civilities in Ireland, and 
to dlsconrse with him on a Georgia affair. The porter told 
ma he was not at home. I left mj card, went another lime, 
and received the same answer, thongh I knew h« vas at 
bom<^ a tiiend td mine being with liim. Aft^ mtermls- 
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lailf hare on the birthdayg of any of their own six children, 
wlio were all bnt one at table, where there wu alao a clei^- 
man'B widow, now above one hondred yean old. The chief 
toaat of the day was, Muter Benjamin Bache, which t^e 
Tenerable old lady b^au in a bumper of mountain. The 
Blahop'B lady politely added, ' and that be may be as good a 
man u his grandfather.' I said I hoped he would be mveh 
better. The Bishop, still more complaisant than bis lady, 
■aid, ' We will compound the matter, and be contented if he 
■honld not prove qvUe to good.' " 

All which must have beea delightful reading 
to the proud mother, and no lees fond gnmd- 
mothei. 

Franklin vas food of children ; and writing to 
Mra. UewsoQ, who, as Maiy Stevenson, had so 
sabmiseiTely followed the Doctot's odTice, and 
was now the happy mother of a eon, named Wil- 
liam after the son of her friend the philosopher, 
he said; 

"Pray let him hare ereiythlng he Ilkaa. I Oiink it of 
great consequence while the featuree of the conntenance are 
forming; itglvea them a pleasant air, and, that being once 
become natnral and fixed by liablt, the face 1b ever after the 
handsomer for it, and on that much of a person's good for- 
tune and success In life niay depend. Had I been crossed 
as much In mj infant likings and incllnaUons as you know 
I have been of lat« years, I should have been, I was going to 
aay, not near so handsome; but as the vanity of that egres- 
sion would offend other follis' vanity, I change It, out of ro< 
((ard to tll«m, and say, a great deal more homely." 

During his visit to Ireland and Scc^^\and> 1^^ 
■wtM lad to cnntrfist thosQ .tries ivii.i i.i«owni 
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Bofe sod well. ■ ■ ■ A hundred thanks are 
Bent you for them." They were intended for 
his young friends at the Bishop of Asaph's, whom 
he had taken tliis pleasant way of gratifying. 
He acknowledges also "the buckwheat and 
Indian meal," that would be " a great refresh- 
ment " to him in the winter ; the " dried 
peaches " also, especially those dried " without 
their skins ; " the apples alao, " the best he ever 
had ; " bat " the stoi^eon did not come," which 
was "not so material." "Since," he says, "I 
cannot be in America, eTerything that comes 
from there comforts me a little, as being some- 
tbii^ like home." To this he adds, that he 
had given his son-in-law two hundred pouods, 
"to add something to his cargo," for setting up 
trade in Philadelphia. In a letter to his daugh- 
ter, the next day, he advised her to learn ao- 
oounta, ao as to aid her husband, and to practice 
industry and frugality ; and he added that, till 
his return, she need be at no expense for rent, 
"as you are all welcome to continue with your 
mother; and, indeed, it seems to be your duty 
to attend her, as she grows infirm, and takes 
much delight in your company and the child's." 
And, lastly, what he knew would go home to 
her heart, he added : " I am much pleased with 
the account I receive from all hands of your dear 
little boy." 

We must not close this chapter vjithout re- 
fening to the melancholy fate of ^e ^^ ^* 
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Leamhenca, 

T« who blindlf aeek more libertfi 

Wliether snbjecU, boiu, Bqulnels or daughters, 

TbM apparent restraliit may be real protection, 

Yielding peace and plenty 

Witii Mcorlty. 

" IToa eee, my dear miH, Iiov mucli more decent and 
proper this brolfea style It, than U we were to »ay, by vy 
of epit»ph: 

HereSkngg 

Lies rang 

Ajabog 

Inamg. 

And yet, perhaps, there are people In the world of bo little 
feeling, aa to think thai this wonld be agood-enough eplt^h 
for poor Mmgo. 

" II yon wish It, I shall procnre another to succeed him; 
but perhaiw yon will now ohooee eoma other amusement" 



bf Google 



farther in colony aflalca for the preaent, either to lay more 
dntlea or to repeal any. ' * ' I have, indeed, ao man; 
good kind friends here, that I could spend the remainder of 
my life among them wiUi great pleasure, ff it were not for 
my American conuezloiui, and the indelible affection I retain 
for that dear conntry, from irhlch I have so long been In a 
•lata of ttdle. Uy love to Betiry." 

Bat circumstances occurring from time to 
time, relating to his Taiioua agencies, and the 
hope of a favorable chauge in the spitit of the 
Parliament, still kept him at his post. There 
was a prospect, too, of a change of ministry; 
that Hillsborough would be superseded by Lord 
Dartmouth. Writing to his son in Ai'.^ust, he 
says of his situation, that *'nothii^ could be 
more ^reeable," especially as he hoped for 
<' less emb. rrassment &om the new minister." 

"H; company la so much deatred, that I seldom dine at 
home In winter, and could spend the whole snnuner In the 
eountry-houses of Inviting friends, if I chose It. Learned 
md Ingenious foretgnera, that come to England, ahnoat all 
■Dake a point of viaitlng me ; for my reputation la atlll higher 
tbrood than here. Several uf the foreign ambasaadon have 

asiduonsly cultivated my acquaintance, treating me as one 

f their corpa. • ' * 
" These are flattering drcnmstances ; but « violent longing 
lor home aeizea me, which I can no otherwise aul>due but by 
promising myself a return next spring or next falL" 

About this time, be was appoiated one of a 
Committee of the Royal Society, who w^i^ *" 
examine some Kovemment powdei-w&vkSi ux ox' 
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The laugh was soon turned upon the oppo- 
nents of Fmnklin's rods, the '* great Geoige " 
himself not being spared lu an epigram published 
at the time : 

"WUle yon, grew GiiOBOs, for aafety hnnt, 
And sbup coaducton ch&nge for blimt, 

Hie empire 'g out of joint, 
lyaaklln a wiser coarse potsaH, 
And ftll your thunder feorleu tIbwb, 
By BUddng to thepofnf." 
Franklin also made experiments showing the 
effect of oil in stilling waves. In a letter, dated 
November 7th, 1773, he says: 

" I had, irhen a youth, read and amlled at Pliny's account 
of a practice among the seameu of his lime, to still the 
WATei in a storm by pouring oil into the sea. * 

" In 17&T, being at sea in a fleet of ninety-six sail bound 
agsinat Loaisborg, I obserred the wakes of two of the ships 
to be remarkably amootli, while all the others were ruffled 
by the wind, which blew fresh. Being pazzled with Uie 
differing appearance, I at last pointed It out to our captain, 
and asked him the meaning of it 'The cooks,' says he, 
'have, I suppose, been just emptying their greasy water 
throngh the scuppers, which hu greased the sides of those 
■hips a little.' ' ' ' Afterwards, being again at sea la 
1762, 1 first obserred the wonderful qoletneas of oil on agi- 
tated water. In the swinging glass lamp I made to huig up 
In the cabin. ' ' ' An old sea-captain, Uien ^ passenger 
with me, said [it] was a practice of the BeriQadlaiiB l^ P^ 
oil on water to smooth It] when they would ^nifce fish which 
tbay could not see, if the surface of the -^^tfit '"» tofflni 
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heard It vu a practice with the fishermen of Listton when 
kboDt to retom tub) the river, if Qiey uw before them too 
great a surf upoa the bar, to empty a bottle or two of oii Into 
the sea, wliich would suppreai the breafcere, and allow than 
to pasB safely. [By) another person, who had often been in 
Qw Uediterranean, I was informed that the divers there, 
who, when under water in their business, need light, which 
the cnrling of the surface iuWiruptj by the refraction of so 
many little waves, let a small quanUty of oil now and then 
out of their months, wlilch rising to the surface smooths 1^ 
and permits the light to come down to them. ' ' ' 

" At length, being at Glapliam, where there is a large 
pond, which I observed one day to be very rongh with tlie 
wind, I fetched ont a cruet of oil, and dropped a little on the 
water. I saw It spread itself with sorprlaing swiftuess upcm 
tlie surface; but the effect of smoothing the waves was ikot 
produced, for I had applied it first on the leeward side of the 
pond, where the waves were largest, and the wind drove my 
oil back upon the shore. I then went to the windward side 
where the; began to form; and there the oil, though not 
more than a teaspoonfol, produced an instant calm over a 
■pace several yards square, which spread amaziiigly and ex- 
tended itself gradually till It reached the lee side, making all 
that quarter of the pond, perhaps half an acre, as smooth M 
B looking-glass. 

" After this, I contrived to take with me, whenever I went 
into the country, a little oil in the upper hollow joint of my 
bamboo cane, with which I might repeat the experiment as 
opportunity ahould ofler, and I found it constantly to sue 
ceed. 

" In these experiments, one circumstance struck me with 
particular surprise. This was the sudden, vride, and forcible 
spreading of a drop of oil on the face of the water. It seems 
as u a mutual repulsion between its particles took place as 
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«ooa«lttoacbedUiewat«T, uidftrepablon so ttronguto 
act en other bodies swlmmiiig on the aurfoce, m alnw, 
•MTca, chlpa, etc, forcing them to recede eveir way from 
'he dn^ u from a centre, lesTing a large, clear space. . . 

"A gmtleman from Bhode Island told me It had been re- 
diarked, that llie harbor of Nevport was ever smooUi, while 
any whaling resieb were In it; from which some oil ml^t 
qtread orer the sniface of the water. ■ ■ ■ • 

" Now I Imagine that the wind, blowing over water thtu 
covered with a film of oil, cannot eaally catch upon it, so as 
to raise the flrs and wrinkles, but slides over It, and leaTM 
It ■■ smooth at It finds it It moves a little the oil, indeed 
whidi, being between It and the water, serves It to slide 
with, and prevents friction, as oil does between those parts 
<rf a machine that would otherwise mb hard together. 
Hence the oil dropped on the windward side of a pond pro- 
eeeds gradually to leeward, as may be seen by the amootb- 
nees it carries with It, quite to the opposite side. For Uke 
wind, being thoa prevented from raising the first wrinkles, 
that I call the elements of wares, cannot t^odoce waves, 
which are to be made by continually acting up and enlaiglng 
thOM elnnents, and thus the whole pood Is calmed." 

He also wrote observatioiis upon the sud'b Bpotti. 
Tolcanic eruptions, and " the pievailing doctrines 
of life and death." Speaking of the latter, he 
says that flies, drowned in a bottle of Madeira 
wine sent to him from Virginia, came to life 
when exposed to the sun. 

" They commenced by some eonniislve motions of the 
thighs, and at length Uiey laised tbemMlrei upon their legs, 
wiped their eyes with their fore feet, beat and broshed their 
wings with their hind feet, and soon after began to fly, find- 
ing themselves in Old England without kuQ^rinB ^"^ ^"^ 
came hither." 
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the serious ooQeideratioQ of the prudent and dia- 
passionate, and not to enthusiasts and bigots, 
being convinced," he said, "in our own breasts 
that this shortened method * ' ' would 
further religion, remove animosity, and occasion 
a more frequent attendance on the woiship of 
God." 

But his theolc^cal experimeots did not suc- 
ceed so well as his philosophical discoveries and 
political measures. 

During this year, he wrote two pieces adapted 
to the times, Rules for Reducing a Great Empire 
to a Small One, and An Edict by the King of 
Prussia. By a happy use of irony, he exposed, 
in the first, the measures pursued by the govem- 
moot toward the colonies, and in the latter, he 
specially held up to ridicule the ill-advised re- 
strictions that had been put on American trade 
and manufactures. This piece was characterized 
by Lord Maosfleld as " very able and veiy art- 
fuL" 
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policy to be puraned by the Government. The 
whole trouble, said these partisans of th<. 
Ciown, was caused by a few turbulent spirits, 
and a militaiy force could easily produce the 
desired quiet. These letters having been placed 
in Dr. Franklin's bands, were transmitted by 
him to Thomus Cushisg, Speaker of the House, 
and Chairman of the Committee of Correspond- 
ence in Massachusetts, that they might be 
ehown to " some men of worth " in the province. 
A feeling of peculiar indignation was of course 
aroused, when it was found that the oppressions 
which the people had endured, were instigated 
or encoun^ed by Americans, their own neigh- 
bors. It was resolved, by a large majority of 
the House, to send a petition to the King for 
the removal of these obnoxious ofBoials. 

But in England " the ministry and the court- 
ieiB " were " highly earned gainst " Dr. Frank- 
lin for transmitting the letters,. He was called 
an " incendiary," "and the papers were filled with 
invectives " against him. Hints were even given 
him, " that there were some thougnis of appic 
bending" him, and sending him to Kewgate, 
and he was informed, that the Post-office was 
to be taken from him. The^ tnu throwing over- 
board of the tea in Boston Harbor, in December, 
bad " increased and strengthened the torrent of 
clamor " gainst him. On January 29th, V^"^-^* 
he was summoned before the Privy CflOlKali ** 
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Whitehall, to be examined with reference to the 
petition &om the Asaemblj. Public expecta- 
tion was wonderfally roused. Thirty-five mem- 
bers of the Council were present, and besides, 
many distinguished peisons, among them Burke, 
Dr. Priestly, and Jeremy Bentham, while the 
adjoining rooms were crowded by a multitude, 
who could only partially hear. Wedderbome, 
who was Solicitor General for the Crown , used the 
occasion to heap abuse upon Dr. Franklin and the 
colonies. " He must," says Lord Campbell, " be 
severely condemned for thus panderii^ to the low 
passions of his countiymen, instead of tiying to 
lolighteii them." 

"The letters," a&id he, "could not lutve come to Dr. 
Franklin by fait menu. ■ . . Kothlng will acquit him 
of the clu^e of obtaining them b; fraodolent or corrapt 
%e(uu, for the most malignant of pnipoaes ; nnle» he stole 
them from the person who stole them. This argnment is 
Irretragahle. I hope, my lords, yon will m&rk and brand 
the man, for the honor of this country, of Enrope, and of 
mankind. ... He ha* forfeited all the respect of sode- 
tlea and of metL . . . Hen will watch him with a ]eal- 
Qoa eye; they will hide their papeis from him, and loele op 
there eBcritolres. He will henceforlh esteem it a libel to bo 
called aman cf letters; liomo trlwn lUerarvm." * 

All this bitter personal inTeotive was uttered 
in the presence of Franklin, " who," says Dr. 
Bancroft, a friend of Franklin, " was dressed in 
a full dross suit of spotted Manchester velret, 
and stood oonspicuously erect, without thaamall- 

• Thu UJmr, orthW, 
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est moTemeot of any part of his body," and 
with a "placid, tranquil expression o- counte- 
nance," throughout the Solicitor** tbuaive 
speeoh. 

" The&TOrlM put of hla dlBcoD>M,"uTi Frauuui UmMU, 
Id » l«Uer to Mr. Ctubing, " wai .evelled tX your agent, wbo 
■tood then the bntt at hli loTecUTe ribaldij for near an 
lionr, not a single Lord adTSrUng to the improprietj and In- 
decency of treating a public meMenger in so Ignomlnotu a 
manner, who was preaent onlj aa the peraon delivering jonr 
petition, with the conalderation of which no part of hi» con- 
dnct had any concern. If he had done a wrong In obtain' 
Ing and tranamlttlng the letters, that wai not the tribunal 
where he waa to be accused and tried. The cause was al- 
ready before the Chancellor. Not one of their Lordships 
diecked or recalled tbe ontor to the business before theio, 
but, on the contrary, ■ very few excepted, they seemed to 
«njoy highly the entertainment, and frequently bnrtt oat in 



As to the charge made against him, he fathez 
flays: 

"In truth I came by (the letters) honorably, and mylnten- 
Uon In Bending them was Tlrtuous." 

And of the lejection of the petttion, he says : 

** It has been a dangerous thing In any State to stop up the 
ent of griefs. Wise govemmentc have therefore generally 
reeelTed petitions with some Indulgence, even when but 
■lightly founded. Those who think themselTca Injured by 
their rulers, are sometimes, by a mild and prudent answer, 
convinced of their error. Bnt where complaining is a crime, 
bcnie becomea despair." 

Tbe Pritisb GoT«nunent reoeived %\^^ r^tiUm 

.;„.«ic 



him. She had been an affecti&iiate and faithful 
wife, and deserves most honorable mention be- 
side her more distdng^shed husband. But foi 
her kind heart and helpful hand, and her intelli- 
gent interest in his a&irs, especially in their 
humble days, he might not have become the far 
funed man that he did. She relieved him of 
many cares, and fjuthfully watched over the 
household during his long absences. 

Had he known, during the last year of his 
stay in England, how feeble she really was, and 
how she pined to see him, it is certwn that he 
would have allowed no public concerns to pre- 
vent an earlier return. But a fatal terminatiou 
of her illness was not apprehended, and very 
likely the worst was not told him, as she was in 
constant hope, through many months, of hia 
bu^neas abroad being settled. But it is pleasant 
to know that her children, Mr. and Mrs. Baohe, 
tenderly cared for her. 

Tidings having come, that it was proposed tc 
hold a Continental Congress, " I venture," he 
e&ys, " to stay in compliance with the wish of 
others, till the result of the Congress arrives, 
since they suppose my being here might on that 
occadon be of use." His heart was full of pa- 
triotic zeal, and in a letter to James Bowdoin, 
dated 23th Februaiy, 1775, he sud: 
" Tho tjet of ftll Christendom stp now UDon nB. *^ "^^ 
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qaence to be taken care of. If we tamely gire up onr 
righia in Qili contest, a oentor; to come will not reetore na 
In the opinion of the vorld; we Bhall be sUunped with the 
character of dastards, polteoons, and fools; and be despised 
and tnunpled upon, not bj this haughty, Insolent nation 
<Hily, bnt hy all mankind." 

ThiB letter menfionfl the fortunate anival at 
this jonctore, of Josiah Qaiucy Jr., one of the 
best patriots of that patriotio period. '* It is a 
thooaand pities," writes Franklin, "his strei^h 
of body is not equal to his strength of mind. 
His zeal for the pablic, like that of David for 
God's house, will, I fear, eat him np." 

A new Parliament was to meet in November, 
when it was hoped by many that measures might 
be adopted to effect a reconciliation between tiie 
two countries. Lord Chatham was particularlj 
severe upon the administj^tion, and anxious to 
have all real causes of offence removed. He 
said so to Dr. Franklin, at the same time ex- 
pressing his fears that the Americans were aim- 
ing at independence ; which was doubtless tme 
at that time. Franklin now quite despaired of 
any union that would be fiivorable to Amerioan 
interests. 

"I cannot bnt ^fmhend," he had said, hi TAnuiy, at 
this year, " more mischief Qian benefit from a closer union. 
1 fear Ui^ will drag na after them in all the plondering 
wan which their desperate clreumstancea, Injustloe and 
rapacity may prompt Uiem to undertake; Hid their wide- 
wasting prodigality and profusion Is a gulf that will swal- 
low up eveiy aid we mi^ distress onraelTei to afford them. 
■ ' * ' I apprehend, therefore, that to nqlte gs fntf* 
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nutelywUl only be to cotmpt and potson us also. However, 
I vonld try anything, and bear anything that can be bomo 
with safety to oar ]tut liberUee, ratber than engage In a war 
irith sneh relatlona, nnleai compelled to It by dire necessity 



AboQt a month before the session of Parlia- 
ment, Dr. Franklin, being at the Royal Society, 
was told, by one of the members, that he had 
been requested by a certain lady to invite hirn 
to play chess frith her, fancying that she could 
beat him. The lady was no less than a su>ter of 
Lord Howe, and her acquiantanoe w'**ld be em- 
inently agreeable. The Doctor m'^-Mt not ref>i8Q 
the challenge. Of course so po'^te an invitatit/n 
most be accepted. But the Pjctor, '^thinking 
it a little awkwud," postponed calling from day 
to day, till nearly a month was gone, when, 
meeting the member again, he was reminded of 
his promise, and a day for calling was set. He 
w«nt, and played a few games with the lady, 
vfao proved to be very sensible and agreeable, 
so that another appointment was mode for & few 
days afterwards. The Doctor was completely 
deceived. He did not suspect the arts of the 
politdeian, under so innocent a guise. He made 
a second visit. After playing awhile, he and 
the lady fell into a little chat, first upon mathe- 
matics — for the lady was quite versed in that 
science, — and then about the new Parliament. 

** And what," said she, " la to be done with thig diapnt« 
between Great Britain and the colonies? I hope ^^ are not 
toluTeaeiTll war." "Th<T*lioald kiss and be MMt^' 
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replied tbe conrteous Amti. icui ; " yibat, can tbty do betUrf 
' Quarreling can be of service U> nt.ili«T, bat Is rain to both." 
"IliaTe often Mid," replied she, "tLat I wished govmi 
ment would employ you to settle the dispute fvr them ; I am 
lore nobody would do it so well. Do not you thi7k thai 
the thing it piacticablef " "Undoubtedly, madam, it U^ 
parties are disposed to reconciliation; for the two countries 
hftve really no clashing lateresta to difier about. It is rather 
a matter of punctilio, which two or three reasonable people 
mlsht settle in haU an hour. I thank you for the good 
wpinion you are pleased to azpress of me ; bat tJie minlBUn 
will never tliink of employing me In that good work; they 
choose rather to abnse me." " Aye," said she, " they hava 
behaved shamefully to yon. And indeed some of them are 
now ashamed of It themselves." 

Even this he looked upon as " accidental oon 
vereatjon," ami " thought no moie of it." 

Bat some days after, "on Christmas evening, visidngKn. 
Howe, "he told me," bajb Franklin, "as soon as I went Ilk, 
that hei Brother, Lord Howe, wished to be acquainted wlOi 
me, thai he was a very good man, and she was sure we 
should like each other. I said I had always heard a good 
character of Lord Howe, and should be prond of the honor 
of beli^ known to him. 'He is but just by,' said she; 'will 
Tou give me leave to send for him? ' ' By all means, 
jiadam, if you think proper.' She rang for a servant, wrot« 
a note, and Lord Howe came In a few minutes." 

And thia was the game. Lord Howe seoietly 
wished to be sent as Commissioner to America ; 
and when, a little time after, Dr. Franklin met 
the former at his house, by appointment, Mrs. 
Howe, thinking the right time had come, saidt 
" I wish, brother, you were to be sent thither 
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OH snch a service ; I ehould like that much bet- 
ter than General Howe's going to command the 
ansj there." 

But all this fine contiiTanoe accomplished 
nothing, for, in February, ParUament lefused, 
two to one, to adopt Lord Chatham's plan of rec- 
onciliation, and Lord Howe could not brii^ 
Franklin to tone down hia demands for America. 
Frauklin was denounced, by Lord Sandwich, as 
'* one of the bitterest and moat mischievous ene- 
mies this country had ever known." And 
though Lord Chatham replied, that the gentle- 
man alluded to was '*one whom all Europe 
held in high estimation for bis knowledge and 
wisdom, and ranked with our Boyles and Kew- 
tons ; who was an honor, not to the English na- 
tion only, but to human nature," yet, for the 
present at least, n^otiations were plainly at an 
end. 

He sailed from England, March 21st, 1TT5, 
having been absent from America more than ten 
years. While on the voyage, he made an in- 
vestigation of the Gulf Stream, the water of 
which he ascertained, by experiments with a 
themometer. to be warmer than that on either 
side ; not knowing what was going on at Lex- 
ington and Concord. Had he heard those guns, 
which heralded the Revolntion and Indepen- 
ence he too would have exclaimed with Samuel 
Adams, " Oh, what a gloiiona morning is tlusr' 



bf Google 



LITE OF BEKJAMOT TIRASKLIS. 



CHAPTER XXXIV, 

At Rome. — Mected Member of the Attembl^. — 
Delegate to Cangrees. — Letter to Dr. Priest- 
lej/, — Battle of Zrexinffton. — Private Ihities. 

— Detter to Mr». Mecom. — Letter from Mrt. 
Mecom. — From Mra. Qreene. —Letter to Mrt. 
Se%D9on. — Duty Life. — Committee of S<tfety. 

— DraaBa «p Pltm <if Goiifederation Indum 

Jfffairt. ~- Secret Committee. ■^ Secret Corr^ 
apoTidenee. — Commiseioner to Canada. — Poit- 
matter Qeneral. — Cot^fers v>ith Wa»IUtigton at 
Camiri^e. — Letter to Dr. PrietUey. — BatHe 
of Bunker SiU. — H a JEHend in England. — 
Petition to the Oroten, — Mr. Dickinton.-~' The 
Ooloniea Ripe for Independence. — Virginia 
Jtecommend» Separation from England. — 
Mkcklenburg County. — Declaration of Jbide- 
pendenee. — Thomaa Jefferson John Ada$M. 

— Extraata from t?ie Original Drqft, — Story 
qfJohn lampion, the JSatter. — John Bancoek. 

— JVanHin's Wt(. — " Hanging Together " and 
" Baaiging Sep(wately." 

Attbb a six weeks' pass^e. Dr. Franklin 
readied home "in the evening, and the next 
morning was unammoiislj chosen by the Aeaem- 
h\y of Fennsj'lTaQia, a dele^te to " the second 



UFE OF BBNJAION TRAJHEUN. 82S 

Continental " CongreBs," which had then been 
in session about nine dajs. 

Writing to Dr. Priestley, about a fortnight 
after his airiTal, he says : 

" Toa irill have heard befoie tills ieach« 70U, of a niuch 
■tolen by Qie regalMi Into the coimtry by night, and of their 
K^etUlioR back again. The; retreated twenty miles in lix 
houra. The goreroor had called the Assembly to propose 
Lord North's padflc plan, bat, before the time of their meet- 
ing, began cntting of throats. Ton knov ft was aaii he 
culled the rword In one hand, and the oUtb branch In the 
other; and It seenu he chose to gtre them a taste (rf the 
eword SnL He Is doahUng his fortifications at Boston, and 
hopes to secore his troops till succor arrtTea. The place 
Indeed Li naturally so defensible, tliat I think them In no 
danger. All America Is exasperated by his condact, and 
more firmly united than ever. The breach tietween the tm> 
conntries Is grown wider, and In danger of becoming lire- 

The press of public biisineBS which immedi- 
ately awaited Franklin, did not make bim for- 
get hia more private duties. He wiote to bis 
sister, Mrs. Mecom, who, during the siege, bad 
left her borne, and vaa residing at Warwick, 
Bbode Island, with a Mend of bio, Mrs. Greene, 
wife of the Governor of Rhode Island, informing 
her of his s&fe arrival, and making particular ui- 
quiry how she had left ber alfoirs in Boston, and 
whether he could render her any assistance. If 
not convenient for her to come to Philadelphia, 
he would, if she wished, endeavor to so utange 
bis business as to visit ber. 

Some weeks after, be received thf^ {oiUo^^i^ 
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letter &om his sister, who was still at Warwick : 

"I conld have wlihed you had been left to your own 
<VtloB to have uslated in pabUc aflUra, so aa not to latigne 
joD too much; bnt as yonr talents are saperlor to mott 
otb«r meo'i, tcau't help reqnlrtng yonr conntry ahoiild en- 
joy tbo benefit of them vhtle yon live, bnt can't bear the 
thought of yonr going to England again. ' - ' Ton poal- 
UTely mnat not go ; you have ierred the pnbUc in that way 
b^ond irtiat any other man can boaat till yon are now come 
to » good old age, tod some younger men ramt now take 
that painful MFTlce upon them. Don^ go, pray, don't go; 
jou certainly may do as mnch good here, •■ drcumatancei 
are at j^vsent." 

Another, from His. Green, acoompanied tlie 
above, in which, referring to Mrs. Mecom, she 
aays: 

"She wai Und enough to ihowme her letter, and yon 
an fearful she will be troublesome, but be asiured thai her 
company richly pays as she goes along, and we are very 
happy together, and ahall not consent to spare her to any- 
body but her brother, were he to stay at home and be poaU 
Uve; but If yon are to Journey we must have her, for she U 
my mamma and friend, and I tell her that we are rich, Oiat 
we have a lot here and another there, and have three or four 
of them, and we divert one another chaimingly. Do come 
and aee us, certMul Don't think of going home (to Eng- 
land) again. Do ait down and enjoy the reminder of yoar 
dayilupeaoe. ■ ■ • • 

" AftecUonate as long aa life, 

" Catt Qbmesm." 

Neither, amid his public and private cares at 
home, did he forget his Mend in England, Mn. 
Uewson. Writing to her, he says : 
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" It grlerea me, Uiat the preseat sltuatioD of public aSaln 
makef It not eligible (or yaa to come hither with yoor fam- 
Uy, because I am sura ;oa would otherwlsd like thU conn* 
try, and might prorlde better here for yonr children, at the 
■ame time that I Bhonld be made more happy by you 
neighborhood and company. I flatter myMU that this may 
yet h^^ien, and that our public disputes may be ended by 
the time your prirate bmlneas Is settled to your mind, and 
then we may be all happy together. 

" I take It kindly of my godsoii, that he should remember 
me; my love to him. I am glad to hear the dear children 
ttn all well through the measles. I have much delight In 
my godsons. Hr. and Mrs. Bache join in love to your*. 
Ben,* when I dellrered him your blessing, inquired the age 
of Elisabeth, and thought her yet too young for hbn; but, 
as he made no other objection, and that will lessen every 
day, I have only to wish being alive to dance with your 
mother at the wedding. Temple was much obliged by your 
kind remembrance of him. He Is now very happy with 
his father (the governor) at Amboy, bat returns to me 
In September, to prosecute his studies in onr CoII^e. 

"I am much pleased with the contribution letter, and 
thank yon for yonr share of It. I am still well and hearty, 
and never went through more business than I do at present 
God knows when I shall \te permitted to enjoy the repose I 
wish. Adieu, my dear friend. Continue your pleasing 
correepondence, and believe me yours most affectionately." 

FranMin was now sixty-nine years old, yet he 
had QeTer labored with more ability; and so 
it would be for years to come. In strength 
and clearness of mind, power of endurance, and 
patriotio enthusiasm, he was fully the peer, in 

• Sea ef Mr. and Un. Buhc ; he wu ihcn probabl/ about u«cii 3**" '^ 
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many cases, the superior, of eminent men mucb 
younger than himself. In fact, this was the 
brightest as well as most brilliant period of his 
life. 

"In tbe morning at six," he wrote, " I am at the Oommit- 
t«e of Satetj, wlilch Committee holds till near nine, vhan I 
am at Congress, and that sits till tour in the afternoon." 
"Both these bodies proceed with the greatest onanlmlty." 
— The Comioittee referred to was appointed by 
the Assembly of Pennsylvaiiia, for the defence 
of the province, and its duties involved a great 
deal of labor. In Congress, he took an active 
part iu almost eveiy important measure. He 
drew up a plan of Corporation for the Colonies ; 
be was intrusted with the chief care of Indian 
afiairs ; be was member of a Secret Committee, 
to provide military supplies at home or fi-om 
abroad ; he bore the burden of the Committee 
of Secret Correspondence ; and he was one of 
several commissioners who were sent to Canada, 
to endeavor to persuade that province to unite 
with the other colonies. He was appointed 
Postmaster General, and had the care of o^an- 
izing that department for the whole country. 
He was also one of a Committee appointed by 
Congress to confer with Washington at the 
head-quarters at Cambridge, concerning the best 
mode of organizing an army. A part of the 
time, also, be was member of the Assembly of 
Pennsylvania. 

Just before setting out for Cambridge, which 
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he did, October 4tli, 1TT5, he wrote to his friend 
Dr. Priestley : 

"Tellonr good friend, Dr. Price, who Mmetimei hMhlt 
doDbts and detpondendes about onr flmmuB, that America 
k deteimlned and unaninioiu; a very few toriea and place- 
men excepted, who will prob»bl7 soon export tbenuelTea, 
. Britain, at the expenie of three miUltma, haa klllad one hun- 
dred and fifty Yankees thli campaign, which is twenty thoo- 
•and pounds a liead; and at Btrnker's Hill she gained a mile 
of gronnd, half of which ihe lost again by oar taking post 
on Flooghed EUl *. Daring Lbe lame time aixty thonaand 
children have been bom in. America. From these data his 
mathematical head will eully calculate the time and expense 
necessary to kill ns all, and conquer our whole territory." 

The Sftme day, he wrote to another friend in 
England: 

"We hear that more shlpt and troop* are coming oat. We 
know that yon may do ns a great deal of mischief, and are 
determined to bear It patiently as long as we can. Bnt If 
joa flatter yourseires with beating as into aahmlssion, yoa 
know neither the people nor the coontiy. The Ctrngrees 
are still sitting, and will wait the result of the last peti- 
tion." 

This petition to the Crown had been reluc- 
tantly aent by this Congre&a, at the earnest so- 
lidtatioQ of Mr. Dickinson, Mr. Jay, and others, 
but without any expectation on the port of 
Franklin and most of the members, that Eng- 
land would "have sense enough to embrace" 
the opportunity of recoaciliation. 

The country was now ripe for another and 

•la vlut !• iu« SoBunlUg, 

D,izMb>Goo^lc 
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bolder step. To Virginia is ascribed the honor 
of first proposii^ it, by her delegates in Cod- 
gresa, on the 7th of June ; though the priority 
is claimed by North Cai'oliiia, in the action of 
the citizens of Meeklenberg County, tt was, 
that the colonies should declare themselveB free 
and independent states. Franklin was one of a 
comniittee of five appointed by Congress, to pre- 
pare a Declaration of Independence ; " designed, ' ' 
Bays JefEeraon, " to be an appeal to the tiibunal 
of the world ; " "an expression of the American 
mind," embodying " the harmonizing Bentiments 
of the day, whether expressed in conversation, 
in letters, printed esaays, or in the elementary 
books of public right, as Aristotle, Cicero, 
Locke, et«." It was prepared by Thomas Jeffer- 
son, a few verbal amendments being made by 
Dr. Franklin and John Adams, and was s^ned 
on the OTening of July 4th. It was not 
adopted, however, without a warm discussion 
nf several dayB» much to the annoyance of ita 
author. 

" The poflUluilinon* Idea," uys Jeffenon, " that we heu 
trienda in England worth keeping temu wltli, stlU hanntMl 
the mlndi of m&njr. For this reason those passages which 
conveyed cenmires 'on the people of England, were struck 
out, lest they should give offence." 

The following passive fell under tlus cen- 
sure : 

"At this very time, too, they [the people of England] an 
pennltUng their chief magistrates to send orer not only sol* 
dlen <d onr oonunon blood, bnt Scotch and foieign nten^ 
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niries to Invade and destroy lu. These facts have given tho 
last Btab to agonizing aOectlon, and mani? spirit Itlds oi to 
renounce forever thew unfeeling brethren. We must en- 
de»Tor to forget our fonner love for them, and hold Uiem 
ms we hold the rest of mankind, otendea in war, in peace 
friends. We might liave been a free and a great people to- 
gether, bat a conunnnlcatiou of grandeor and of freedom. It 
seems, Is below their dignity. Be It so, since thej will have 
it. The road to bapplneaa and glory is open to na loo. We 
will tread It apart from Oiem, and [acquiesce In tlie neoes- 
sil7 whleh denounces onr] eternal [separation]." 

The foUovring pasa^e in the original draft 
^as also stricken out, for fear of ofFendiDg those 
in the northern colonies who profited by the 
slare-trade, and those extreme southern prov- 
inoes which clang with peonliar tenacity to 
slaveiy: 

"He [tbe Sng of England] has waged ctvtl war against 
hunun nature itself, violating Its most sacred rights of life 
and liberty, In the persons of a distant people, who never 
extended him; captivating, and carrying them inlo slavery 
In anoQier hemisphere, or to incur miserable death in their 
transportations thither. This piratical warfare, the oppro- 
brimn of Infidel powers. Is the warfare of the ChrlsUan 
King of Great Britain : determined to keep open a market 
where mxs should be bought and sold, he prostituted his 
amative for suppressing every legislative attempt to prohlbU 
or restrain this execrable (iommeroe; aud, that this ossem- 
Uage of horrors might want no fact of distinguished dye, he 
b now wrfting those very people to rise In arms among us, 
and to purchase that liberty of which he has deprived them, 
by murdering the people upon whom he also obtruded them, 
Ihut paying (rff former crimes, committed ag^^^ ^beUher- 
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Um of oii« people, with Crimea whldi he Togea them to 
commit against the lives of another." 

These oeDBUtea of the Engliab goTemmeDt 
and people, and these denonciations of slaTeiy, 
were not objectionable to Franklin and Adams, 
and the other members of the committee. 

Mr. Adams was the foremost defender of the 
document. . Franklin, by way of comfort to Jef- 
ferson, who was "writhing a little ander the 
acrimonious censure of one of its parts," told 
bim the stoiy of John Thompson, the hatter : 

"I have made It a rale," lald he, "whenever tn my 
power to avoid becoming the draftsman of papers to be re- 
Tiewed by a public body. I took my lesson from an Ind- 
dent, which I will rel&te to jdo. When I was » joomeyman 
printer, one of my companions, an ^tprentlce hatter, fasving 
MTed ont his time, was about to open a shop for himselL 
HIa first ocmcem was to have a handsome sign board, wltli a 
proper Inscription. He composed it in these words, John 
Thoti^ion, Hatter, makei and tfUa Rata for rtady Money, 
with aflgnre of a hat aabjoined. Bathe thought he would 
■abmlt it to his friends for their amendments. The first he 
■bowed tt to, thooght the word hatter taatologous, because 
followed by the words BWUkM Aota, which ebowed he wes a 
hatter. It waa struck oaL The next obaerved, that the 
wi^ mofces might as well be omitted, beosnea his cBstomera 
woold not care who made the hats; U good and to their 
mind, they would buy, by whomaoever made. He abuck it 
oak A third said he thought the words /or reof^ moMy 
«er« iiselesa, as it was not the custom of the place to sell on 
cndib Every one who puiduued, expected to p^. llMy 
were parted with; and the inscription now stood, 'Joha 
D aells hats.' 'Sells hataP' says his tiext friend; 
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*wli7, nobody irill expect yon to glva tham twkj. What 
then la the hm of thAt wordp' It wu Btrlcken oat, end 
hois followed, the nther, u there ■wta one painted on the 
board. So hU inscripti<m was i«dnced nltiiDetelf to John 
Zlkompaon, with the flgnre of e hmt nibjolned." 

FranUin's read; wit came ont when the mem- 
beis were about Bigning the Decl&ratioD. 

"We miut 4)e mutulmoua," t^d Jolm Hancock; " there 
mnat be no pulUng different weyi; we miut ell beng to- 
gether." "Tea," leplled FnakUn, "ve moat Indeed all 
hug together, or moet Mauredly we aliaU all hang aepi^ 
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CHAPTER XXXV. 

Oreat Britain Triea Further MegoUation. — Lord 
Motoe aa a Oommiationer to Treat with the Col- 
onist. — Franklin one qf a Committee of Con- 
ference. — John Adam*'' Account of the JVrri 
N^ht on the Way to New York. — Scene in the 
Tavern. — Freth Air. — Haterview with Lord 
Bowe.— Monument to hta Brother. — Frank- 
lin'* Reply to Sowe. — No Result. — Seeking 
an Alliance with France. — AppointmcTtt iff Dr. 
FrasJdin at Ambaefodor. — Leaves America. 

— Zfig Tao Qrandtont. — At Paiay. — Effect 
qf Au Arrival. — The Englith Ambaaaador. — 
Sow Franklin wot Received. — Jeffer&on' a Ac- 
count. — Playing Cheaa with the Ducheea qf 
Bourbon. — Letter to Mra. Sewaon. — Describes 
his own Appearance. — Letter to Another Lady 

— Madame Campan' a Account, — Letter from 
^anklin. — French Ladies. — Letter from 
Mra. Mecom. — Lord Brougham. — Visited by 
JSminent Persona. -~- Buffon. — Voltaire. — An 
Annoyance. — Letter of Recommendation. — A 
Model Letter. — LctfayeUe. — New Efforts at 
Reconciliation. — Edmund Burke. — Philadel- 
phia and General Sowe. -~- Letter from Mrs. 
Bache. — Treatiea of Alliance and Commerce. 

— Independence Recognized. — Introduced to 
the King. — Popular Demonstrationa, 
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NoTWiTHBTANDiNG the declaration of incle- 
peodence by the Contmental Congress, and the 
vigorous prosecatioD of hostile operations by 
both parties, the British Government, fearing 
doabtless whereunto these things would grow, 
if not speedily counteracted, resolved to try 
what virtue there might bo in further negotia- 
tion. The famous game of chess into which 
Franklin, when in England, had been enticed 
by an excellent but artful lady, had been so 
far successfully played, as that her brother. 
Lord Howe, had become commissioner fi'om the 
crown to treat with the colonies. And, singu- 
larly enough, Franklin was one of a committee 
of three appointed by Congress to meet him, 
and hear what proposals he had to offer. The 
interview took place on Staten Island, Septem- 
ber 11th. John Adams, who was one of the 
committee, tells us how they spent their first 
night on the way, at New Brunswick: 

" The tavema were M full we could with difficulty obtala 
entertainment. • • ■ ■ But one bed could be procured 
for Dr. Franklin and me, Id a chamber little longer tlian the 
bed, without a chimney, and with only one small window. 
Tlie window waa open, and I, who wu an Invalid and 
afraid of die air in the night, shut It close. *Oh,' saye 
VMnklin, ' don't shut tlie window, we shall be suffocated.' 
I answered, I wu afraid of the evening air. Dr. Franklin 
replied, ' The air within thla chunber will eoon be, and in- 
deed Is now, worse than without doors. Come, open the 
window, and come to bed, sud I will convince you. I be- 
lieve you are not acquainted with my theory o' colds.' 
Opening the window, and leaping into be^ \ taXi I Ivtd 
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r«ftd Ui letters to Dr. Cooper, In wUeh he had edTuoed 
that nobodr bad erer got oold b^solng Into a cold chnrdt 
or amy other cold air, but the theory was lo little comdatent 
with my experience that I thought It a paradox. Howerer, 
I bad lo much curiosity to bear hia reaaons, tbat I would 
ran the risk of a cold. The doctor then began a harangue 
upon air and cold, and retplratlon and perspiration, wiOi 
which I was so much amnaed that I soon feU asleep, and 
left him and hta philosophy together, bat I bellOTe they 
wtM oqually sound and inaenelbte within a few minntea 
after me, for the last words I heard were pronounced as if 
he was more than half asleep. I remember little of the 
lecture, except that the human body by respliatlon and 
penplratlon destroys a gallon of air a minute; that two sudt 
povons aa ware now Id tlutt chamber wooJd consume all tbe 
air In it In an hour or two; that by breathing orer again 
the air thrown oS by the longs and the akin, we ahonld 
imbibe the real cause of otdds, not from abroad, bat trcm 
within, etc" 
At the.interriew, continaes Mr. Adams, 
"Lord Howe was profuse In his expressioas of grultade 
to the State of Massaehuaetta for encUng a martile monu- 
ment, In Weatmlnater Abbey, to his elder brother. Lord 
Howe, who was killed In America tn the last French war, 
saying, 'he esteemed that honor to his fnnUy atees oU 
thbtgi (n tAfa ttorld. That nicli was hts gratltode and affee- 
Uou to the country on that account that he felt for America 
aa for a brother, and if America should fall, he should fed 
and lament It like the lose of a brother.' Dr. Franklin, 
with an easy air and a collected countenance, a bow, a smile, 
and all that nateeti which sometimes ^ipeared in hia conTer- 
sation, and la often observed tn hia writings, replied: ' Hy 
Lord, we will do onr utmost endesTors to apare your lord- 
•blp that mortlflcatlon.' Bis lordship a|^eared to feel thia 
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wlOi mora wiuibllltj Una I conld expect; bat Le only n- 
toiiidd, ' I mppoM jou will endMTOr to gtrft tu einplojmatt 
In Bnropa.' " 

It turned out that the rojal oommissioQer, 
though exceedingly polite, would not recoguize 
tbem, nor indeed General Washington or the 
Congress, in their official capacity, and that all 
he had to oGFet waa pardon with Bubmisaion. 
Thus forever ended the game. 

The oolonieB had taken their stand as an inde- 
pendent nation, but they still had to defend 
their claim against a powerful foe. Help was 
needed, and an alliance was now sought with 
Fiance, long a bitter enemy, bat now disposed 
to be friendly. Who shall be sent on so delicate 
an embassy? Franklin, though now seTenty 
years of ^e, waa the first and unanimous choice 
of Congress, as of the country. With him were 
associated Silas Deane and Arthur Lee, who 
were then abroad, but Franklin was the soul of 
the commission. 

He left Philadelphia on the 26th of October, 
1776, accompanied by two of his grandsons, 
William Temple Franklin and Benjamin Frank- 
lin Bache, the one seventeen and the other 
seven After a rough passage of tiiirl^ days, 
which somewhat " weakened " him, they reached 
Prance. He hired a " fine " house at Fassy, a 
pleasant village a little oat of Paris, where he 
enjoyed the pleasure of a *' large garden to 
walk in.*' 

Be had oome unheralded and appfti^pdT *■ * 

Cookie 
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private citizeu, his appointment by Congress be- 
ing a profound secret, but his arrival was sooa 
knovQ throughout Europe, and awakened uni- 
veisal interest. The Engli&h ambassador threat- 
ened to leave France if this rebel agent was re- 
ceived b; the French court, but he was pacified 
with the reply, that not much harm could be 
expected from an old man of nearly eighty. 
" Extreme civilities " were extended to the dis- 
tinguished stranger by " numbers of the princi- 
pal people." Writing afterwards to a Mend he 
says: 

" If being treated with all the pollteneu of IVeuce, and 
tlie ^>pBrent respect and eatMm of all ranks, from Ihe hlgh- 
eit to the loirest, can make a man h^ipy, I ought to be so." 

A Frenoh historian * of the period says of 

" By the effect which Fmokllii fpduced In Frances OQ* 
might saj he fulfilled his mission, not with a conit, bnt with 
a free people. Diplomatic etlqnetl« did not penult him 
often to hold Interrlewa witb the minlsten, bnt he as»oda- 
tod wUb aU the dlstlngolBbed peraonagee who directed pab- 
Uo opinion. Uen imagined they saw In Titm a sage <d azt- 
tiqulty, come back to give austere lessons and geneiotia ex. 
amples to the modems. They personified In him the repub- 
lic, of which he was the representallre and the l^lslator. 
Tbey regarded his virtnes as those of his conntrymcn, and 
eren jadged of their physiognomy by the imposing and serene 
traits of Us own. Happy was ha 11I10 could gain admittance 
to see him In the house which he occupied at Passy. This 
renerable old man, It was said, joined to the demeanor of 
Phodcm the spirit of Socrates. Conrtlera were struck with 

■ S«5p«fc>, LUasnd WriUap of Fnnklls, I., 4M. 
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Ills tuUTfl dignity, snd discovered is him the profoimd 
■tatetuun. Toiiug offlcera, Impatient to slgnallza them- 
selTca In Another bemlBpbere, came to intem^ftte him re- 
specUng the military condition o( the Americana ; when 
he spoke to them with deep coiioe:7i and & nunlf fr&nknees 
of the recent defeats, wliich had put hla eonntry In Jeopardy, 
this only excited In them a more ardent desire to Join and 

uslat the republican ooidiers. His vip- 

tnee and hia renown negotiated for him; and, before the leo- 
ond year of his miuion had expired, no one concelred it 
poBclble to refuie fleets and on army to tlie compotrlota of 
franklin." 

"When Dr. Pranklin went to France," of^ Jefferaon, 
" on Us rerolntionoiy mia^on, his euinence aa a philoe- 
<^»her, his renerable ^ipeanuce, and the cause on whidi he 
was sent, rendered him extremely popular. For all ranla 
and conditions of men there entered warmly into the Amer- 
ican Interesta. He was, therefore, feasted and invited to all 
the court partiea. At these he aometimea met the old I>uch- 
eaa of Bourbon, who being a che^s-player of about his force, 
they very generally played together. Happening once to 
pat her Idng Into prize, the Doctor toolt It 'Ah,' aaya abe, 
' we do not take kings so.' ' We do In America,' said the 
Doctor." 

He thuB described his own appearance, in let- 
ters to friends : 

" ngure to yourself," he wrote to Hra. Hewson, "an old 
man with gray hair sppartog nnder a martin fur cap, 
among the powdered heada of Paris. It is this odd Agon 
that solutes you, with tuuidfalls of bleaeinga on you and year 
dearUtUeonee," 

"I know yon wish yon conld see me," he wtoIa to anoAer 
MjIaSogland; " bat aa you cannot, I will dMolbe "T*^ 

Cookie 
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lo yon. Eigon me In yoar mind as joll; as formertj, •> J 
t» Mrong sod be«rty, odI; a few je&ra older; vetr plalnlj- 
dressed, wearing m; thin gray Btralgbt hftir, that peepe out 
under my only co^^e, a fine fur cap, whloli comes dowu 
my forehead abnoert to my spectadea. Think how this mnsl 
appear among the powdered heads of Fails I I wish erety 
lady and gentleman In France would only be so obliging aa 
to follow my fashion, comb their own heads as I do mine, 
dismiss their yViseur*, and pay me half the money they paid 
to them. You see, the gentry might well afford this, and I 
could then enlist these frbatrt, who are at least one hon- 
dred thousand, and with the money I would maintain them, 
make arlslt with them to England, and dress the heads of 
yonr ministets and privy connseUon; which I concelTO at 
present to be un pev dirangiet." 

"When Franklin appeared at court," says Madame Cam- 
pan,* it was " In the costume of an American planter; hli 
hair plainly brushed, without powder. His round hat and 
plain coat of brown cloth contraated strongly with the pow- 
dered eo^ff^trea and the bespangled and embroidered coats of 
the perfumed conrlleis of Tersaillea. His simple and novel 
yet dignified appearance charmed the ladies of the court, 
and many were the/(!t«a given him, not only for his fame as 
aphllosopher, but In acknowledgment of his patriotic virtue*, 
which led Mm to enroll himaelf among the noble supporters 
of the cause of liberty. I assisted at one of these entertsliH 
mentA, where the moat beautiful from among three hondnd 
ladies was de«ignal«d to place a crown (rf lanxel on the gray 
bead, and aalnt« with a kiss each chtA of the American 
philosopher." 

The tidings of these attentions fotmd tbrir 
way to America. Alludiiig to them, he wrote 
acme time after, to an American Mend : 
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" The account 70U have had of Uie Togae I am In hsK hu 
■ome tratli In IL Ferhapa few strangers In S^«nce have had 
the good lorttme to be so uniTeraall; popnlar; bat tho stoiy 
jon allude to, meotiaoiiig ' mechanic nut,' Is totally with- 
out foondation. ButoneUnot to expect being alwajv la 
fashion. I hope, however, to preserve. While I stay, the t^ 
gud of the French ladles ; for theli society and coiiTersatioil, 
when I have Ume to enjoj them, are extremely agreeable." 

His good sister Mecom could not lestraiu the 
expression of her delight at the honors heaped 
upon him. 

"BlesaQod," she wrote, "I now and tlun hear of your 
health and glorlotu achierements In the polltlaU way, as 
well as In the favor of the ladies, (since yon have rubbed off 
the mechanic nut, and commenced complete courtier) who 
dalmlrom you the tribute of an embrace, and it seems you 
do oot complain of the tax as a very great penance." 

But he was not spoiled bj theee praises and 



"No patrician," eays Lord Bron^um, "bom to shine la 
oonrta, or assist at the councils of tnonarchs, ever bore his 
honors In a lofty station more easily, or was lees spoilt by the 
enjoyment of them than this common workman did when 
negotiating with royal representatives, or caressed by all the 
beauty and fashion of the most brilliant court In Eoropo." 

PeisOQB emineut in literature and acieaoe 
were attracted to Franklin. BufFon, D'Alem- 
bert, Coudorcet, Ritjnal, and many other cele- 
brated men coui-ted his society. When Voltaire, 
near the end of his life, came to Paris, where he 
received the catessea and adulations of the people, 
he sought an interview with the Au^giican phi- 
losopher. 
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Bat bia popularity had its drawbacks. He 
was beset by crowds of applicants for letters of 
recommendatioQ to WasLingtoa and other lead- 
ing men in America. Young officers wanted 
positions in the new army, most of whom' be 
found it neces&aiy to refuse. 

"Theaa sppUcaUoiiB," be a&ya, "are m; pe^ietaal tor- 
ment. ' ' Not « day puses ia wUcli I hvro not a nom- 
ber of solldtlng vklts, besides letters. * ' Tou can 
faaTS no couceptloii bow I am harasKd. All my old friendi 
ve sought ODt, and teased to tAase me. Great offloers (rf all 
lanks, in all departments; ladies, great and small, bealdei 
professed soUdtors, won; me from morning till nlgbt The ■ 
noise of every coach now that enten my court terriflea me. 
I am atiald to accept an Inrltatlon to dine abroad, being al- 
most sure of meeUng witli some officer or officer's friend, 
who, as soon as I am pat In good hnmor by a glass or two of 
champagne, begins bis attack apon me." 

At last, iudignaot, he diew up a model of a 
letter of recommendation, which his grandson, 
William Temple Franklin, says he aotuftUy em- 
ployed in some instances : 

" Sm; Th« bearer of tUs, who 1> going to America, pre as ei 
me tof^vB him a letter of recommendation, though I know 
nothing of him, not even his name. TMi may seam extnt- 
ordinary, bat I aaaareyoa it Is not nncommon here. Somfr 
times, indeed, one unknown person brings another equally 
unknown, to recommend him; and sometimes they recom- 
mend one anotharl As to this gentleman, I must refer yon 
to himself for bis character and merits, witb which he U 
•ertainly better acquainted than J can poBslbly be. I recom- 
mend him. however, to those cMtitles which every stranger, 
of whom one knows no harm, has a right to; and I requeat 
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jtm will do him ail the good offices, and ohow him ill th« 
favor tiut, on further ttcgnalntance, 70a should find him to 
dMerre. I hsre the honor to be, etc." 

Of couise^ there were honorable exceptions, 
vhere a letter to Congress was moet cordially 
given, like the following : 

" The Harqnls do Laf^ette, a yonng nobleman of great 
bmlly connections here, and great wmlth, to gone to Amer- 
ica in a ihip of his oim, accompanied by some officers of 
dlaUncUon, In order to serve In our armies. He Is exceed- 
Inglj beloved, and ersrybodj's good wishes attend blm. - 

' ' He has left a beautiful young wife, and, for her sake 
particniarly, we hope that his braTei7 and ardent desire to 
distinguish himself will be a little restrained by the general's 
IMndeoce, so as not to permit his being hazarded much, ex* 
oept on some important occasion." 

Daring the campaign of 1776, the Americana 
sustained diacour^ng defeats, which indisposed 
the French government to take any steps towards 
an open alliance with the new nation. This was 
thought a favorable opportunity for England to 
uige anew the question of reconciliation on the 
basis of submission to the crown. Edmund 
Burke, in a letter to the Marquis of Rocking- 
ham, Janoaiy, 1777, sud : 

" He believed Dr. Fnnldln liad come to fiance, for the 
purpose of eOectli^ such a negotiation In case that nation 
declined Its aid. 

" This I take to be his errand ; for I never can Iwlleve thai 
he has come hither as a fugitive from Us cause In the houi 
of lis distress, or that he is going to conclude k long lite, 
which has brightened every hour It has continue^ ^'^ **> 
foul and dishonorable a flight" 
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Ko, surely ; nor bj " foul aod dishonontble " 
Bubmiedon to England. He was waiting in anz- 
iooB, but certain expectation of better tidings 
from home. That very year General Bm^oyne 
was captured, and other Bucoesaes followed. 
Phialdelphia, indeed, fell into the hands of the 
Briteh, but that did not diabearten FranUin. 
" General Howe has taken Philadelphia," some 
one said to him. "Ton are mistaken," here- 
phed ; " Pliiladelphia has taken General Howe ; " 
which proved true, for his troops were rirtaally 
impriaoned there for eight montha, and then es- 
caped by a precipitate retreat. Franklin's Bon- 
in-law, Mr. Bache, having returned to the city, 
after this event, wrote : 

" I fonmd TOOT honse knd fnmitim in miMih batter oidcr 
than I hftd teaaon to expect. They curled oS lome of your 
mtuical Instroments, a Welah harp, a bell baip, the set of 
tuned bdle, which were lu a box, a viola a ffom&o, all the 
spare Annonica gleaaea, and one or two of the apare cuMm. 
Tour Annonlca ia tola. They took, likewise, the few booki 
that were left behind. Soma of your eleetaleal ^pantna 
1b also missing. A Captain Andre took with him the ptctare 
of you, which hung in the dining-room. The rest of Ota 
pictures are safe." 

Franklin seized the favorable opportunity to 
xuge upon the French government an open es- 
pouaal of the American cause. On the 6th of 
Februaiy, 1778, two treaties of alliance and 
commerce were concluded, and the United 
States were recognized as an independent na- 
tion. Franklin and his brother commis^ners 
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weie formally introduced to the king. But 
Fraoldm was the centi-e of attraction. 

" Bo ma acGompMkled and followed," M7S A Frencb )U»- 
torikn, " by a great number of AmerlcuiB, and IndlTldnala 
from Tuiona cotmtriea, wboin cuiiiMltjhad drawn together. 
Hb age, his Tenerable aspect, the simplicity of hla dreu, 
«Tei7thing fortnnate and remarkable In the life of thla 
American, contribnted to excite pablio attention. TLe 
clapping of hands, and other expressions of jof , Indicated 
tliat warmth of enthusiasm which the French are moid sn»- 
oeptible of than other people. ' ' * After this audience, 
he crowed the court on his waj to the office of the minister 
of foreign aflalrs. The multitude waited for him in the pas- 
sage, andgreetedhimwlthtlielr acclamations. HemetwlUi 
A abnUar reception, wherever he appeared In Paris."* 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

Franct Preparea for War. — Another Trial to 
effect American Svhmiaaion. — David Sortie}/. 

— Brihet. — Franklin'a Official Assoaiatea. — 
Deane. — Lee. — Adamt. — Franidin Choten 
Mini»ter Plenipotentiary. — Adamt Metumt to 
America. — ffamHy Corretpondence. — Letter 
from Mrs. Mecom. — John Hancock. — State of 
Affain in Neto .England. — Letter from Mrs. 
Bache. — A Granddaughter . — Prices in Phil- 
adelphia. — Letter from Mrg. Partridge. — 
Sis Picture. — Letter from Mrs. Bache. — 
Costof Gloves. — Cost of Living. — The French 
Minister. — GeJteral and Mrs. Waahir^ton. — 
Anecdote of Little Ben. — Prayer to Mereules. 

— IVanklin's Reply. — Medallions of Frank- 
lin. — Bis Popularity in France. — Spinning. 

— Beprovea his Daughter. — Plan for Memov' 

— ing Temple Franklin from hia (^ee. — 
Franklin'a ETtemies. — Letter from Franklin. 
— Sia Grandson. — Ben. Bache. — Serculea. 

— Black Pins and Feathers. — Lecture on 
Economy. — Message to General Washington. 

— Letter to John Jay. — Luxury. — Sis Daugh- 
ter's Reply. — Defends herself from the Cliarge 
of Extravagance. — Depreciated Currency. — 
Letter from Mrs. Mccom. — Another Letter. 
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— Oroten Soap. — Captain Cook. — Morovum 
3Rnionarie». — PhUotophical Hetearehet. — 
Aurora Borealit. 

The recc^nitioQ of American iudependeiice 
by Fiance, was, of course, a deolaiatdon of war 
f^unst England, and prepatationB for hostilitiea 
were immediately made by tbe Court of Vei- 
B&illes. Even this, however, did not deter the 
English government from an attempt to tamper 
with the American commissioners. They were 
approached by various persons, some of them the 
sincere friends of peace, others the mere instru- 
ments of British arrogance, to ascertain whether 
they might not be brought over to the* side of 
England. David Hartley uguificantly advised 
Franklin to "take care of his own safety." 
Another agent of the government, under an as- 
sumed name, tried the effect of promises of 
" places, pensions and peerages." Franklin saw 
that here was an attempt at corruption, and he 
replied with honest indignation. John Adams, 
now Commissioner in the place of Silas Deane, 
who had heen recalled, ehowed that he was pos- 
sessed of the same stern integrity with his col- 
league. They became '* convinced " that these 
ainguhir endeavors to corrupt them, or win them 
over to peace with England, were really the 
consequence of her own alai-m. Botit parties in 
England were " perplexed with the present sit- 
uation of afbirs, and knew not which way to 
turn themselves, or whether it were best to go 
backward or forward, or what stepg to take to 
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eztrioate the nation from ita present daogetous' 
situaUon." 

Fraaklin was unfortunate in the persona witli 
whom be was associated in the commission to 
France. The courae pursued by Deane produced 
great dissatiufiiction at home ; and that he was 
not a true patriot is proved by hia afterwards 
associating himself with " his friend," Arnold the 
traitor. Lee was of a jealous disposition ; be 
quarreled with Deane, and sought to destroy 
Franklin's influence. John Adams was an ar- 
dent and upright patriot, but he was impolsire, 
and did not wholly approve of the methods pur- 
sued by his venerable colleague. It was a happy 
agreement among the Beveral representatives of 
America, when they united in advising Congress 
to appoint a minister plenipotentiary in place of 
the triple commission. Franklin was chosen to 
that high office ; Adams gracefully acquiesced 
in the appointment, and soon returned to Amer- 
ica, Lee being continued as envoy to Spain. 
The new minister delivered his credentials into 
" his Majesty's own hands, who, in the most gra- 
cious manner, expressed his satisfaction." This 
was iu the summer of 1779 

While Franklin was engf^ed in the arduous 
duty of providing money and other substantial 
aid for his country during the war of indepen- 
dence, be kept up a family correspondence, 
which brings out interesting traits of his charao- 
ter, and the spirit of the times. We learn, also, 
the extreme depreciation of the currenoy. 
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Mis. Meoom, writing &om Warwick, Aaguat 
16, 1778, infomiB him that 

" Ut, HuLcock beads an independent company from Boa- 
Ion, of which It U said there la not a nuw among ttiaia worlh 
less than ten tiioutand ponndH sterling." 

She also tells him that 

" thoj aaked her aix dollan lor a pair at ahoM, inch at 
aha naed to buy for half a dollar a pair bj tJie doien in Boa- 
Inn. I have lived," she adds, "In constant jeopardr since 
Uie spring, when my children removed from Coventry to 
this place, where we are much exposed, and liave been un- 
der constant apprehenaton." 

" His daughter, Mrs. Baohe, writes fiom Phil- 
adelphia, October 22, u£ the same year, to her 
" Dear and Honored Sir," that they had beeo 
compelled to flee from the city, four days after 
the birth of her little girl — 

''A.flnal)rown lass; but her sparkling black eyes make np 
for her skin, and when In healOi she has a good color. I 
would give a good deal if yoa coold see her; yon can't think 
how fond of Idasing she Is, and gives such old-faahioned 
■madu, Qeneral Arnold [1] says he wonld give a good deal 
to have her for a tchool-mlatresa to leach the yooog ladles 
bow to kiss. 

"laboold tellyon," she adds, "that I bad seven tabls- 
clotha at my own spinning. ' ' ' I find them very tu^ 
fnl, and they look very welL" 

What follows shows the dire extremity to 
which the ladies at that time were reduced : 

" They aak me six doUan for a pair of glores, and I have 
been obliged to pay fifteen pounds flftaanahilUogp lei aooiif 
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mon eaJomaiico petticoat withotit quilting, that I osm mold 
haie got for fifteen shiUings. I buj nothing bnt what X 
really want, aod wore oat ray silk ooes before I got tlda. I 
do not mention theM things by way of complaint; ' ' * 
I find I can go without many things I once thon^t abso- 
lutely necBMory." 

She then tells him — good patriot that ahe is 
— that Mr. Baohe would not allow their little 
son Ben to go to the Academy (in the city), 
because the trustees weie almost all tortes, but 
had sent him to a German school, in Lancaster 
County', where he had learned to speak German. 

Ifis. Partridge, step-daughter of Fcanklin'a 
brocket John, writing &om Boston, two days 
later, pours out her heart as follows : 

" HOir*D JLSD BTBB DKAB PAPA: 

"I lore, I almost adote the French Udiea for their Und- 
neu to yoa; bat let me entreat yon, my dear p^ia, not to let 
Quit Inflnence yoa to stay one day longer In France than the 
serrice of yoor coontry requires ; believe me, there are han- 
dreda here aa agreeable, that are Impatient to render yoa 
erery aervice. I have (me very amiable girl that, with her 
mill ma, longB to see and conrerse with yoa." 

She doses, with be^^ing him to send her his 
picture or miniature, to wear on her neck. 

In due time came the ** resemblance," which, 
in her letter of acknowledgmient, she wishes had 
been "colored, as the paleness of the counte- 
nance gave her melancholy ideas. But," she 
addB, 

"Z prosaed the dear image doae up to my fBM^ 
And wWM the original were in its plaoa." 
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She then iDforma him that one of her brothers 
is "OQ the verge of matrimony, with a very 
agreeable widow," and that another lives sin- 
gle yet, and she fears will " die the half of the 
scissors." 

The following letter from Mrs. Bache, written 
ftom Philadelphia, Jan. 17th, 1779, reveals the 
affectionate and grateful daughter, and shows 
that her &ther was not insensible to her touch- 
ing allusion to the high cost of gloves. After 
acknowledging the receipt of *'six pairs of 
gloves, nine papers of needles, a bundle of 
thread, and five papers of pins," she says she 
suspects, as the bundle came opened, that some- 
thing had been taken out, but she adds : " But 
what 1 have received makes me rich." " It 
takes a fortune,*' she further says, " to feed a 
family in a very plain way." She informs him 
that a pair of gloves costs seven dollars, one yard 
of common gauze twenty-four dollars ; and yet, 
she adds : 

" There nerei wm m tnnch drenlng and pleuure going 
on ; old friends maeUng ag&in, the Whigs In high aplrite, and 
Jtnngera of dlBtlnction among ub. * ' ' The [French] 
mlnlrtar was kind enough to offer me aoni« flna white flait' 
nel, and hu >pai«d me eight ytida." 

This was because she was Franklin's daogh- 
ter. She proudly adds : 

"I shall have great pride In wearing uTthing you lend, 
and showing it as my father's taste. I have dined at the 
minlater'a, ' * ' and tiave lately been aevera) times Inr 
vltnd abroad with the General and Urs. WubmSton. H» 
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alwayi inqnlrM ifter you In the mort afleetlontte mmiutar, 
and speaka of you Ughly. We dined at Hn. Powell's yonr 
Urthd^, or night, I ihould lay, In company togethsr, and 
ha told me it waa the aanlTersary of hla manlage; it wm 
]nat twmty yean that night 

"1^ boy md girl are in health; Oie latter haa ten teeth, 
OMi ilfa n^, ling, and make &eM, tbongh ahe cannot talk, ex- 
OC^ the words no and be Sow, which ihe makea great nee 
<d. Bba la Ben orer ag^n, except a larger month. How 
]m>py I ahould be to aee her leated on your knee! She ii 
]nat mch a plaything m Will waa when yon came home 
laat^ I moat teU yon a little anecdote of Um, and aak yon 
If it ia not time to teach him a little religion. Hehadheaid 
a foolish girl that lired with me say there waa a death-watch 
in the room, and one of the family would soon die. He had 
not been long in bed before he came down in his shirt, 
screaming. I soon sent him np, and, uklog him In the 
morning how he conid behave so, and what waa the matter, 
he told me he thon^t death was coming 'I waa so ftl^t- 
ened,' says be, 'that I sweat all orar, and I jumped out of 
i>ed and prayed np to Hercnlea.' I asked him what be said. 
Down he went on his kneea, with uplifted hands (think I 
never saw such a picture of deeolatlon), and repeated the 
Lord's prayer. Kow, whether it Is beet to instruct him In a 
little religion, or let bim pray a little longer to Eercnies, I 
should be glad to have your opinion. 

' * * * "I have apiece of American silk, which I shall 
send to you tat the Queen. It vrlll moke me hi^y It she 



To this, her fothei replied, Jime 3d : 

" The d^ medallion of me ygn ny yon gare to Mr. 'Bop- 

Unson was the first of the kind made in Kanoe. A rarle^ 

of others have been made since of different bIms; some to 

be set tn ibe lids of nmif-bexai, and some so small as to be 
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worn in ringi ; and tbe nombera lold are Incredible. These, 
with the {dctnies, biuta tad prints (of which copies upon 
iojAtt are spread ererywhere), hATS made yoor father's face 
as well known as that of the moon, so that he darat not do 
anything that would oblige him to mn awaj, as bla phiz 
would dlBCOver him wherever he ehonld venture to show IL 
It is Bidd l^ learned etymolo^ts, that the name doll, for the 
Images children play with, la derived from the word Ii>0T> 
Fnnn the niuober of doUs now made of him, he may bO 
truly said, in that tenae, to tw i-doll-ized In this coonlry. 

"I think you did right to stay ont of town till the summer 
wM over, for the sake of yoor child's health, I hope you 
will get out again this summer during the hot months; for 
I b^in to love the dear little creatore from your description 

" I was channed with the account you gave me of your 
own spinning, etc. ; but the latter part of the paragraph, that 
you had sent (or linen from France because weaving and flay 
were grown dear, alasl that dissolved the charm; and your 
sending for long black pins, and lace, and/eotAers, disgusted 
me as much as if you bad put salt Into my strawberries. 
The spinning, I see, is laid aside, and you are to be dressed 
for the bail I You seem not to know, my dear daughter, 
that, of all things In the world, idleness Is the dearest, ex- 
cept mischief. 

" The project yon mention, of removing Temple from me, 
was an unkind one. To deprive an old man, sent to serve 
Us conntiy in a fordgn one, of the comfort of a child to at- 
tend him, to assist him in health, and take care of him In 
sickness, would be cruel. If it was practicable. In this case 
it eonid not be done ; for, as the pretended suspicions of him 
ara gioiuidlees, and his behavior In every respect unexcept- 
ionable, I should not part with the child, but with the em- 
ploymcnL Bat I am confident that, whatever may be pn^ 
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powd by weak or maUcIooB people, the Cougreu ia too wtH 
and too good to tJiIak of treating me in lliat nuumer." 

It appears from a letter written the day before 
to Mr. Bacbe, that " a cabal " had beea formed 
by enemies at home, for removmg his grandson, 
William Temple Fiaokliu, trota his office of sec- 
letaiy, on the ground that he was the son of a 
tory Either; for WEIiam Franklin, the gov- 
ernor, had gone over to the English, and was the 
enemy of American independence. This was no 
fanlt of Doctor Franklin, and no reason why the 
sin of the son should be visited upon the father 
and the grandson. But malicious partisans laid 
hold of it to Franklin's injury. When informed 
of it, he said, in the letter just referred to : 

" I am snrpriwd to beai that my grandson, Temple Fnitk- 
Un, being witb me, nhould be «i obJecUon tgaiaat me. * ■ 
MeOilnkB It Is rather *ome merit, that I haTe reecaed a t^o- 
n&bie young m&n from the danger of being & Toty, and fixed 
him In honeat, repablican, Whig principles; m I think, from 
Uie Intogrl^ of hie disposition, his Industry, his early sagac- 
ity, and uncommon abilities for business, he may in time be- 
come of great service to his country. It is enough that I 
hare lost my ton; would they add my grandxmf An old 
man of seventy, I undertook a vlnter royage at the com- 
mand of the Congress and in the public service, with no 
oHier attendant to take care of me. I am continued here m 
a foreign country, where, if I am sick, his Bll&l attention 
comforts me, and, if I die, I have a dijld to close my eyes, 
and take care of my reraaini. His dntUul behavior towards 
me, and his diligence and fidelity in budness, are both pleas- 
ing and useful to me. His conduct, as my private secretary, 
has been unexceptionable, and I am confident the C 
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will iMver think of separating db. I have had a gt«&t deft) 
of pleasnre In Ben,* too. He U ■ good, honest lad, and will 
nuke, I think, a valuable maa" 

To return to the letter to Mrs. Bache : 
"Ben", If I ehoold live long enough to want it, is like to 
ba another comfort to me. As I Intend him for a Presby- 
terian aa well as a Bepubllcan, I have sent Um to flnlah his 
•dncation at Geuera. He Is much grown, In very good 
health, draws a little, as you will see b; the enclosed, learus 
Latin, writing, ariOimetlc, and dancing, and speaks French 
better than English. ' He has not been long from 

mo. I send the accounts I have of him, and I shsJl put him 
tn mind of writing to yon, I cannot pTopoae to you to part 
with yoar own dear Will t. I must one of these days go 
back to see him; happy to be once more all togetherl but 
fntnritlea are uncertain. Teach him, however, In the mean 
time, to direct his worship more properly, for the deity of 
Hercniee is now quite out of fashion, ' ■ 

*' When I began to read your account of the high price* 
of goods, ' a pair of gloves seven dollars, a yard of common 
ganae twenty-four dollars, and that it now required a for- 
tune to maintain a family in a very plain way,' I expected 
yon would conclude with telling me that every lady as well 
aa yourself was grown frugal and Industrious; and I could 
scarce bellere my eyes In reading forward, that ' there never 
was so much pleasure and dressing going onf and that you 
yoniTClf wanted black pins and feathers from France to ap- 
pear, I suppose, In the model This leads me to imagine 
that perhaps it is notso much that tlie goods are grown dear, 
aa that the money has grown cheap, as eTet7thlng else wUl 
do when szcflssively plenty ; and that people are atlU as easy 
Biarly In Uielr drcunutances, as when a pair °' gloves 

• Mr. Buhc'i oldat HW. 
1 A jroouaer un oC Ilr. Bu^ 

D,izMb>Goo^lc 
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might be had for half a crown. The wnr mar Ii>il«eil in 
■ome d^re« ratse the prices of goods, and tlie high taxet 
which are necessary ta support the war may make oar fm- 
galltj necessary; and, as I am always preaching Uiat doc- 
trine, I cannot in coascience or in decency enconrage the 
contrary, by my eicample, by fumisliing my children with 
foolish modes and loxories. I therefore send all the aiti- 
cl6B yon desire, that are nseful and necessary, and omit the 
rest; for, as you say you sltoald 'have great pride in weai^ 
ing anything I send, aud showing It at yonr father's taste,' 
I must a7old giving you an opporiiunlty of doing that with 
either lace or feathers. If yon wear your cambric ruffles aa 
I do, and take care not to mend tbe holes, they will come In 
time to be lace; and feathers, my dear girl, may l>e had In 
America from eveiy cock's talL 

" If you happen ^ain to see Grcneral Washington, aasnrv 
him of my very great and siucere respect, and tell him, that 
all the old generals here amuse themselves in studying the 
accounts of his operations, and approve highly of his con- 
duct. 

" Present my aSecUonate regards to all friends that in- 
quire after me, ' ' ' and write oftener, my dear child, 
to your loving father." 

If there is seemingly undue severity in this 
letter, an excuse may perhaps be found in what 
be wrote to John Jay that same year : 

" The extravsgant luxury of our country, in the midst of 
all Its dlBtresses, is to me amazing. When the dltacoltles 
are so great to find remittances to pay for the anns and am- 
munition necessary for our defence, I am astonished and 
vexed to find upon Inquiry, tbat much the greatest part of 
the Congress interest bills came to pay for tea, and a great 
part of the remainder Is ordered to be laid ont In gei^aw* 
and ■nparflultlea." 
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The daughter replied in September following. 
After telling her father that Bhe had sent a box 
of squirrel ekins to Temple, and a piece of 
homespun eilk, which she had long wished to 
send him for the Queen, " whose character," she 
says, " I admire," she cornea to the chaise of 
extravagance brought against her ; and here 
she shows herself &a skilful a diplomatist in her 
line as her father did in his : 

" How could my dear papa," she uka wltli cbannlng ln< 
nocence, "gire me so severe k reprimand for wlahliig a little 
finery? he would not, I am lore, if he knew how much I 
hkve felt It. Lut winter was a season of triumph to the 
Whip, aud they spent it gall;; you would not have had me, 
I am sore, stay away from the Ambassador's or Gerards's 
entertainments, nor when I was invited to spend the day 
with Oeuer&l Washii^ton and his lady, and yon would bafe 
been the last penon, J am sure, to have wished to see me 
dreasedwithslngularity; though I never loTed dress so much 
as to wish to be particularly fine, yet I nefer will go out 
when I cannot appear so as to do credit to my family and 
husband. ■ ■ • ■ I can assure my dear papa, that in- 
dustry in this house is by no means laid aside; tmt as to 
spinning linen, we cannot think of that till we have got tltat 
woTe which we spun three years ago." 

She tells him she had tried three weavers in 
vun ; that a friend had bribed a weaver living 
on his farm to weave her eighteen yards, keep- 
ing it a secret from the country people, who 
would not suffer them to weave for those in town ; 
and that no weaving ia done but for hard money. 

" Uy m^d," she adds, " is now spinning ^^ol for winter 
■ for tho whole family, which will K^ vS 4U&<»t^<S 
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In th« muinfacturli^, u 1 knit tbem myself. I only men. 
tlon these thingB that fon may see that the balls are not tha 
only reason ibat the wheel is laid asida I did not mention 
the feathers and pins as neceMarles of life, aa my piqta aeemv 
to think. I meant that as common necessaries were so Aeatr, 
I could nut aSord to get anything that was not, and b^ged 
he would sand me a few of the olhen; nor ahonldl hare 
had such wishes, but being in constant hope that things 
would soon return to their former channel. I kept ap my 
spirits, and wished to mix with the world; but that hope 
with me ia now entirely over, and this winter approachea 
with so many horrors, that I bIibII not want anything to go 
abroad in. If I can be comfortable at home. My splrita, 
which I have kept up during my being dtova abont from 
place to place, much better than most people's I have met 
with, have been lowered by nothing but the depreciation of 
Oie money, which has been amazing laloly, so that borne 
will be the place for me ttiis winter, as I cannot get a ccm- 
mon winter cloak and hat, but Just decent, under two hun- 
dred pounds: aa to gauze, now it Is fifty dollars a yard, 'tis 
beyond my wish, and I should thluk it not only a shame but 
a sin to buy it, if I liad millions. I should be contented 
with muslin caps if I could procure them in tha winter,— in 
the summer I went without; as to cambric I have none to 
make lace of." 

We have no record of any reply to this ingen* 
ions and pathetic defence, but we are quite sure 
it must have brought the father to terms, and 
secured the remittance of the pins and feathers. 

Amidst the cares of office and the " cabals " 
of malicious partisans, it must hare been a great 
comfort to receive such a letter as the following, 
from bis sister, Mrs. Mecom, dated Warwick, 
February 14, 1779 : 
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*'Ht Deab, Deab Bbothbb. ■ ■ ■ • 

" Myself uid children h»e ti-wtys been a heavy Ux upon 
70U, bat your great and uncommon goodnesB has carried 
yoo cheerfully on under It, and we have all along enjoyed 
many of the comforts of life through your bounty we must 
oUierwise have done without." And ehe touchlngly addi: 
••jt has pleased God to dbnlolBh tu fast sud thereby youi 
e^enseeandcareof us. • • ■ • it has now pleased God 
to take poor Peter. His. month was opened just before his 
death to commend himself to the marcy of God, and with a 
WfWiliig on thoM about him, he sunk into eternity without 
kgroan. ■ ■ ' ■ 

" I do not take pleasure In giving you sji uneasy thought, 
bat it gives some relief to unbosom one's sell to a dear 
friend, as you have been to me. father, husband, brother, 
and children, may I not live to be deprived of all in you, 
but you live to see the happiness of your children's children 
confirmed, and a happy peace In America, prays 

"TODB AFFECnoRATB SiBTXB." 

Another letter and almost the last one we 
haTe £i'om her, breathes a spirit of most sisterly 
affectioD, and proves how sincere and abiding 
was his affection for her : 
"Dkab Bbotbxb; 

" I have after a long jeac received your kind letter of 
Nov. 2eth, 1778, wherein you, like yourself, do all for ma 
that the most aSectionate brother can be desired or expected 
to do, and thut^h I feel myself fail of gratitude for your 
generosity, the conclusion of your letter affects me more, 
where yon say you wish we may spend onr last days together. 
O mydear brother, if this could be accomplished, it would give 
me more Joy than anything oa thi« side Heavea could posd- 
bty do." 
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She tbeD epeaks of "the awe of his superi- 
ority preventing the familiarity she might have 
taken with him," but thinks she could now take 
more freedom. She hopes soon to sead him 
"some crowD soap," as soon as some " new wax 
comes in, after the fi'ost-" Unfortnnately she 
has " no inBtrament3 to stamp the soap," which 
nho hopes will not '* depreciate its value." 

From such private concerns, he turned to do 
a generous deed iu the interests of science. The 
war was going on with England, but Captain 
Cook, the great nav^itor and discoverer, being 
DOW on his return home, Franklin directed the 
American cruisers, should thej fall in with him, 
to " treat the captain and his people with civility 
and kindness, affording tbem, as common friends 
of mankind, all the assiatance in their power." 
Which act was gracefully acknowledgeil by the 
Bang, in a letter written at his instance, aud by 
the Royal Society, by the presentation of a gold 
medal. 

He also granted, every year during the war, a 
passport to the Moravian vessel which carried 
supplies from London to the missionaries at 
Labrador; and also to a vessel sent out from 
Dublin to the West Indies, with proviaions and 
clothing for sufferers there. 

During the year, he also devoted some time 
to philosophical researches. He prepared a 
paper for the Royal Academy of Science at 
Paris, on the Aurora Borealis, which he as- 
cribed to the effect of electricity. 
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Litter to Washington. — The Future of America. 

— Alliance of MeutrcJ, Powen. — Privateering. 
— JjeUer to Mdmund Burke. — On War. — 
Aamoutto return Home. — Enemies. — Lettei 
to John Adama. — Gornviallia' Surrender. — 
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Mecom. — Letter to Thomas Brand SoUis. — 
Thomas Mollis. — Doing (}ood as a Btisiness. — 
" GeTUlemen." — Animal Magnetism. — The 
American Eagle. — The Turkey. -^ Letter to 
Benrg Lawrence. — AnticiptOes Leath. — Ctd- 
umnies. — General and Particular Ir^alliiility. 
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Sewson. — Sis Infirmities.~- Letter from Mrs. 
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Treaty between Prussia and the United States. 

— Washington's Opinion. — 2}»pn Library in 
I^an&lin, Mass. — Letter to Mr. Strahan. — 
Providence. — Belief in Cfod. 

Eablt the next year, 1780, in a letter to 
WeshiDgtoB, Franklin showed bis confidcacd in 
tbe bappj issue of the contest for independ- 
ence then going on : 

"Tmiutioon quit this aceue," — he waq now MNudif- 
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fow — " bnt you majr live to Bee our country flourioh, m it 
win unuiiigly and rapidly after the war 1b otbt ; like a field 
of young Indian com, which long fair weather and atin- 
shine had enfeebled and discolored, aod which in that weak 
■tate, by a thunder gnst of violent wind, hall, and rain, 
teemed to be threatened wttb absolute dealraction; yet the 
storm being past, it recovers fresh verdure, shoots ap with 
doable rigor, and delists the eye, not of its owner only bnt 
of every obserring trareller." 

The cause of America was etrengthened this 
year by an alliance of several neutral powers, to 
inaugurate the principle, that " free ships make 
free goods." This action checked the British 
search for contraband goods which she had fi-eely 
made in the ships of every country. Other na- 
tions indeed had practiced the same rule, but as 
England was the maritime superior among the 
different powers, it had caused great annoyance 
to all her neighbors, and they had resolved to 
humble her. Franklin fully approved of this 
action, and instructed American cruisers to 
bring in no more neutral ships, " as such prizes 
occasion much litigation, and create ill blood." 

*'I am not only," be said, "for respecting the ships as the 
house of afrlend, though containing the goods of an enemy, 
bat 1 eren wish, for the sake of humanity, that the law of 
nations may be further improved, by determining, that, 
even In time of war, all those kinds of people who are eio- 
plAjred In procuring eubsislance for the species, or In ex- 
changing the necessaries or convenlcncies of life, which are 
for the common benefit of mankind, snch as liusbandmen 
on their lands, fishermen In their barques, and traders in 
onarmed vessels, shall be permitted to prosecute their sev- 
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eral innocent and nsefnl employment* without Interruption 
or molettatlou, and nothing taken from them, even when 
mnted b; an enemy, but on piling Mtait price for the 

In a letter to Edmund Burke, he eaid : 

"Blnce thefoollBh part of mankind will make wan tn«n 
time to time with each other, not having seiue eDOUgh 
otherwise to settle their differences, it certainly ixmomea 
the wiser part, who cannot prevent those wars, to allevi- 
ate at much as possible the calamities attending them." 

He wetit 80 far, in his abhorrence of war, as 
to Bay, that " there never was a good war, or a 
bad peace." 

Such BsntimentB do honor to the head and 
heait that prompted them. 

The multiphcitj of bis duties began to wear 
upon him, aod made him anxious to be released. 
"Iflud,"he8a;s early in 1781, "thevarions employmenle 
<a merchant, Iwnker, judge of admiralty, consul, etc, etc., 
besides my ministerial function, too multifarious and too 
heavy for my old shoulders; and have therefore requested 
Congress that I may be relieved." 

Another reason may be found in the peisistent 
attempt of certain persons in Congreas to effect 
his recall. But in place of accepting his resigna- 
tion, that body showed their entire confidence 
m his ability and integrity, by laying new bur- 
dens upon him, appointing him to be one of five 
commissioners to negotiate a ti-eaty of peace. 
Writing to John Adams, one of his coUef^uea, 
he said, " I esteem it an honor to be joined with 
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you in so important a business ; " though at that 
time he had little expectation of an early cessa- 
tion of hostilities. A week later, October 19, 
1781, Cornwallis surrendered, and the war was 
virtually ended, as to its necessary result. Ne- 
gotiations for peace were conducted by the 
i^ents of the several interested powers through 
a period of years, ending at last, September 3, 
1788, in the Treaty of Paris, by which the inde- 
pendence of the United States was fully ac- 
knowledged. WhUe the treaty was pending. 
Dr. Franklin wrote to his friend Sir Joseph 
Banks: 

" Be aamred, that I long euuestl; for a retani of those 
peaceful Umes, when I could sit down in sweet society witk 
tD7 English pbilosopbicat friends, commnnlcaUng to each 
other new discoveries, and proposing Improvements of old . 
onei; all tending to extend the power of man over matter, 
avert or diminish the evils he Is subject to, or ailment the 
number of his enjOTments. Uncb more happy should I be 
thus employed In yonr most desirable company, than tn that 
of all the grandees of the earth projecting plans of mischief, 
however necessary they msj be supposed for obt^niug 
greater good. ■ • ■ ■ 

" I join with you most perfectly in the charming wish yuu 
■o well express, ' that such measures may be taken by both 
parties as may tend to the elevation of both, rather than the 
destruction of either.' It anything has happened endanger- 
ing one of them, my comfort Is, that I endeavored earnestly 
to prevent It, and gave honest, faithful advice, which, if U 
bad been regarded, would have been effectual. And still, 
if proper means are used to produce, not only peace, bnl 
what is much more Interesting, a thorough reconciliation, a 
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fow jMiB nuty heal the wonnda that have been made In mir 
happiness, and produce a degree of prosperity of which at 
present we can hardly form a conception." 

While Franklin was eng^ed in the work of 
the commission, nnd tha prospect was near of 
established peace, and of his own return to 
America, he received from his grandson, master 
William Bache, aged ten years, the following 
important letter: 
"Dkas Qhardpata: 

" I embrace this opportunity of letting yon know that 
papa is going to Pasay to wait upon you home to Philadel- 
phia. My slater is going to boardlng-achool to Mlsa Beck- 
wlth. There is a refugee row-galley bronght in here. Bob 
•ays he Is very glad to hear that jon are in a good state of 
health. There are two Frencli frigates going oat to fight 
two British ones, I am going to Iiatin school to-morrow. 
I hope that Benny can read my letter. I aee that he con 
write English. My sister wants some babies, some gloves, 
and some shoes, and a little sofa for her and her baby. 
Please let me know if Benny is well. ' My mamma 

has wrote you a letter. My papa and mamma received Ben- 
ny's picture. The people talk of peace. We had a dog 
named Juno, bnt she Is lost. Carlo Is allre, but Pompey Is 
dead. We have a dog that Is Juno's sister; her name It 
Fanny. She Is papa's faTorite dog, that he takes a-hantlng 
with him. She is of the same breed as Carlo. Betsy, 
Louis, Deborah and myself are very well, and they send 
their lore to yon. 

" I am, your most 

" Affectioitatx Obahbohiu)." 

A genuine boy's letter ; and doubtless read 
with more satisfaction than were niaoy ot the 
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commuBications of shrewd bat insincere politi- 
ciaofl that he was compelled to pore over. It 
took his thouglita to the old home he longed to 
return to. Soon after, Mrs. Mecom wrote to 
him &om Boaton, April 29, 1783 : 
"DxXB Bbothkb: 

" I have at length received a letter from fon la joor own 
lumdwritiDg, after a total silence of three yeara. In which 
time part of an old eong would sometimes inlnide Itaelf Ista 
my mind: 

" ' Does he love and yet forsafce me, 

For 

Can he forget me, 
Will he n^ect ma f ' 

"This was but momentary; at other times I concluded It 
was unreasonable to expect It, and that you might vith 
great propriety, after my teasing you so often, send me the 
answer tliat Nehemish did to Tobias and Sanballat, who en- 
deavoted to obstruct his rebuilding the Temple of Jernsa- 
lem, 'lam d<riug a great work. Whyshould the work cease 
whilst I leave it to come down to yon ? '" 

She then thanks him for "a great bounty," 
and adds : 

" I shall now t>e so rich that I may Indulge In a small 
decree a propensity to help some poor creatures who have 
not the blessing I enjoy." 

In a letter to Thomas Brand Hollis, written 
about a month after the Paris Treaty, acknowl- 
edging the receipt of the Memoirs of Thomaa 
Hollis, he speaks thus of that distinguished bene- 
factor of Harvard College : 

"Amerita Is extremely sensible of his beuBTtdonoe and 
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gntt beneficence towArda her, And will ever reren Ma mam- 
OTf. These Tolninea [of Uemolrv] ore a proof of frhkt I 
luTe lometiines bad occasion to say, fn encooniging people 
to nndertake difficult public seiricea, tbat it la prodigloiu 
the quantity of good Ibat ma; be done by one man, ^ ha 
uiU inake a butinett i^U, It la equally mrprialng to think 
of the Teiy little that la done by nuny; for, inch ia tlie gen- 
eral friToIltf of employmenta and amnaementa of the ranks 
we call gentlfmen, that every century may have aeen three 
anccessions of a aet of a thoiuand each (genUemen, too, ijt 
equal or aupeiior fortune,) no one of which aeto, in the 
coune of their lives, has done the good effected by this man 
alone 1 Good, not only to his own nation, and to his con- 
temporaries, hut to distant countries, and to late posterit;, 
tor inch mnat be the effect of his multiplying and distrlb* 
udng copies of the works of onr best Gngllah writers, on 
antijecta the moat important to the welfare of society." ' 

At tioB time, animal magaetifim was exoiting 
much attention. Wondetful cnratiTe effects 
were claimed for it by Meemer and his disciple 
Geslon, wtio eclipsed in popularity the most 
eminent physicians of the day. The world was 
divided into two parties, those who helieved, 
and those who ridiculed ; but the former were 
ita the more numerous. At length, early iu 
1784, the King appointed a commission of ten 
learned men, Franklin being placed at the head, 
to investigate the subject. They came to the 
unanimous opinion, that animal magnetism was 
a " delusion," and that the effects ascribed to it 
were chiefly due to the im^;inatioQ of the pa^ 
tients. 

In a letter to his daughter, spe^'^g of the 
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ei^le as the national symbol of America, he 
said: 

" I Irish ihe Iwld eagle had not been chosen as the te^e- 
•entative of our cooutry; he la a bird of bad moral charao- 
ter; he does not get his living honestly; jou may hare seoi 
him perched on some dead tree, where, too lazy to fish for 
himself, he watches the labor ot Qie flshlng-hawk; and, 
when that diligent bird has at length taken a fish, and is 
bearing It to his nest for the support of his mate asd yoong 
ones, the bald eagle pursues him, and takes It from him. 
mthall this InJoaUce he la nerer In good case; bat like 
those among men who lire by sharpEug and robbing, he is 
generally poor, and often very lousy. Besides, he Is a rank 
coward; the little kinglib^d, not bl^er Qian a sparrow, at- 
tacks h\n\ boldly and drives him out of the district. * ■ - 

"I am on this account, not displeased that the figure [on 
a medal] Is not known as a bald eagle, but looks more like a 
turkey. Tor in truth, the turkey Is In comparison a much 
more respectable bird, and withal a true original natlTO <d 
America. Eagles have been found In all countdes, bat the 
turkey was peculiar to ours. ■ • • ■ He is, besides, 
(though a little vain and silly, it Is true, but not the worse 
emblem for that,) a bird of courage, and would not hesitate 
to attack a grenadier of the British guards, who should pre- 
sume to invade his farm yard with a red coat on.'' 

Writing, about six weeks later, March 12th, 
to Henry Lawrence, one of the Peace Commia- 
Bioneis, he says : 

"I write this in great pain from the gout In both feet; but 
' ' * ' I could not let slip the opportunity, as perhaps it 
is the only safe one that vuij occur before your departure 
for America. I wish mine was as near. ■ • ■ • i wish 
lather to die lu my own country than here; and though the 
upper part ot the building appears yet tolerably firm, yet be 
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Ing undermined by the stone ftnd gout united, lis fall cannot 
bo (Or diebint." 

Tha next momiiig he added a postscript, ask- 
ing his firiesd to " refute " certain cslummes that 
had been circulated against tiim in America : 

" Ton will exceedlugl; oblige me, who has llred beyond 
•il other ■mblttona thait thM of dying with the fair charttc- 
terhe baa long endeavored to deserve. Aa to my infsUlbll- 
Itf, which you do not undertake to maintain, I am too mod- 
eit myself to claim It, that 1b, In generdl; though when we 
coiao to parUoilan, I, like otherpeopte, give it up with diffi- 
culty. Steele sayB, that the difference betweeu the Church 
of Bome and the Church of England on that point, is only 
(hia : that the one pretends to be lr^faili}>le, and the other to 
be neeerln Uit wrong. In this latter sense, we ore most of 
us Church of England men, thongh few of na confess It, 
and repress It so naturally and frankly, as a certain lady 
liere who s^d, ' I do not know how It happens, but I meet 
with nobody, except myself, that is eUtoayi In the right ; Jt 
me trouve gue moi gnl a ttn^ow» ration.' " 

A week later he writes to his "dear old 
friend," Mrs. Hewson : 

" I still exist, and still enjoy some pleasure in that exist- 
ence, though now lu my seventy-ninth year. Tet I feel the 
inflrmliles of age come on so fast, and the building to need 
BO many repairs, that in a little time the owner wilt Bnd it 
cheaper to pull it down and build a new one." 

About three months later he received a most 
affectionate letter from his sister, Mrs. Meoom, 
in which, speaking of bis "dreadful malady," 
she eaid : 

" How manyhonra have I laiu awoke ou nights thinking 
what excruciating pi^ns you might then h^ gQcounterlog, 
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while I, poor, Dselesi, and vorthlesa worm, wu peitullted ta 
be at ease. Othat it was In my power to mitigate the anguish 
I know you endure." 

If he tiad bitter enemies, he had also most af- 
fectionate and almost worshipful friends. There 
was but one exception, in his own family, aod 
that was lather political than personal. In a 
letter to his son, written a few weeks after he 
received the above, he said : 

"lamglad to find that you desire to revive the affectioa- 
Al« intercourse that formerly eziBted between na. It will be 
very agreeable to me ; Indeed, nothing has ever hurt me lo 
much, and affected me with such Iceen sensations, as to find 
myself deserted In my old age by my only son ; and not only 
deserted, but to find liim taking up arms against me In a 
cause, wherein my fame, fortune, and life were all at stake. 
Son conceived, you say, that your duty to your King and re- 
gard tor your country required tbis, 

" I ought not to blame you for differing tn senUment with 
me iu public affairs. We are men, all subject to errota. 
Our opinions are not In our own power; they are formed 
and governed much by clrcnmstauces, that are often as In- 
explicable as they are irresUlible. Tour situatloa was such 
that few would Itave censured your remaining neutral. 
though there are natural duties which precede political ones 
and cannot l>e extinguished by them. 

" This Is a disagreeable subject I drop it, and we w^ll 
endeavor, as yoa propose, mutually to foi^t wbat has hap- 
pened relating to It, as well as we can. ■ • ■ ■ 

"Wlshhig you health, and more bappbuess than It seems 
yoQ have lately experienced, I remain 

"TouB Affbctionatb Fathbb." • 

• Wiltam PnnkliD remond to Englini), where he died, la lli|, M Iht 
aga of d^iy-IWQ^ 
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Two of hia last acts before leaving Prance 
were characteristic, and honorable to him as a 
firiend of peace and a lover of good books. The 
first, was formiBg a trea^ between Prussia and 
the United States, one article of which con- 
demned privateeriDg, and declared in favor of 
tJie protection of private property in time of 
war ; an article, says the Prussian baron who 
B^ned the treaty, " dictated by the purest zeal 
in favor of humanity." Of the treaty itself, 
Washington said that "it was the most libei'al 
(one) which has ever been entered into between 
independent powers," and "perfectly original 
in many of ite aiticles ; " and he added, that 
** should its principles be considered hereafter as 
the basis of connexion between nations, it will 
operate more fully to produce a general pacifi- 
cation, than any measure hitherto attempted 
among mankind." 

The other act, was founding a town library in 
Franklin, a new town in Massachusetts, named 
after him, by the donation of twenty-five pounds, 
for the purchase of a few good books " SQoh as 
are most proper to inculcate principles of sound 
religion and just government ; " these being " in- 
tended as the commencement of a little parochial 
library for the use of a society of intelligent, re- 
spectable farmers, such as our country people 
consist of." Among the books, suitable for.suoh 
a libraiy, he mentions one recommended by his 
good sister, Mi^. Mecom — Stennett's Disooura^ 
on Personal Religion. 

DiglicibfGoOgle 
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The sentimenta by which he was animated, in 
view of his active mission abroad and the resnlts 
of war and negotistioii, may be Tearned from a 
passive in a letter to Mi. Strahan, his English 
friend, written Angust 19th, 1784, in which he 
says : 

" Ton flnt Mtitain&Il annlet to anbdu* ns, t«lfe*iiig them 
more than saffldeiit, but soon foand yonrselTes obliged to 
■end greater ; tbeu, Trben«ver Oiey Tetored to penetrMe oar 
coontrjr beyond tlie protAcUon of their shlpa, were either r»> 
pulMdBod obliged to pcamper out, or were comnmded, 
beaten, and taheu prlaonera. An American planter, ^o 
had never seen Eorope, vu choBen by as to command onr 
koope, and contlnaed daring the war. This man sent home 
to you, one after another, five of yoor beat geoenU, baffled, 
their heada bare of laureli, disgraced even in the opinion of 
Qtelr amployen." — 

And adding, that the Ei^lish had despised 
the " understandings '* as well as the " courage " 
of the Amerioans, he concludes as follows : 

"Bnt after all, my dear frlerad, do not imagine that I air 
rain enough to aacrlbe onr auccaaa to any anperlority in aaj 
of those points. I am too well acquainted with all tlie 
agings and leTere of onr machine, not to aee that onr hn- 
mflf meuia were nneanat to oar undertaking, uid tiiat if it 
had not been for the jaatfc« <tf our eauae, and the conae- 
^aent Interpoaitlon of Providence, In which we had faith, 
we most have been mined. If I had ever before been an 
athrist, I ahould now have been convinced of the b^g and 
government of a Deity I It la he who obaaea the proud and 
tavora the humble. May we never f oi^t hla goodneaa to na, 
Mkd loa^r on? future conduct manlfeat our ^t«tita4s^" 

Google 
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The next Apiil, ia 1785, he said : 
" I have leceiTed from CougreBs mj lewre t« return * * 
* * I alull now be free from poUtio for Oie rest of my 

Ufa, Welcome again, my dear pbllMophlcal amoMmenttl " 
Alas, it was still to be politios and not philoa- 

ophy. 
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CHAPTER XXXViri. 

A Siuxeaor Appointed. — Thamat Je^erton. — 
Letter to David HarUey. — " Going to Bed" — 
Leavet Patty. — SaUa from Havre. — At South- 
iampton. — The Bithop of Atapk. — MteU Ail 
Soji.— Welcomed Some.— The Ovif Stream.— 
Smoky Chimneye. — Regrett on hit Leaving 
France. — Philosophical Society. — Other PuHia 
Bodiei. — Congratulatory Lettert. — Pretident 
of PenTiiylvania. — Lettert from Mri. Mecom. 
— Sappy in his PamUy.-~ Letters. — Viewi of 
Death. — Large Correspondence. — To Mrt. Sew- 
son. — lEs Amusements. — To l^rs. Mecom. — 
Bad Spelling. — Phonography. — The Servant 
Oirl. — Anniversary of Independence in Phila- 
delphia. — Letter from Mrt. Mecom. — Black- 
berry Jelly. — 3%e North Church Lightning- 
Mod. — Another Letter. — Barrel of itour. — 
Great Snow Storm. — Letter to a I^riendinMtg- 
land. — A JPuture State. 

His redgnation having at length been acoepted 
by Congresa, and a successor, Thomas Jefferson, 
been appointed minister plenipotentiary, on l^e 
10th of March, Franklin was at liberty to re- 
turn. He did not leave, however, for several 
months. A week before his departure, vritii^ 
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b> David Hartley, he said : " I leave you still in 
the field, bul, having fimsbed my day's task, I 
am going home to go to bed. Wish me a good 
night's rest, as I do you a pleasant evening. 
Adieu 1 " On the 12th of July, 1785, after a 
residence of about eight yeai-s and a half in 
France, he left Passy, traveliDg by easy st^es 
to Havre, in one of the Queen's litters carried by 
two Spanish mules, the muleteer riding another, 
and his two grandsons accompanyiug in a car- 
rii^e. On the 18th, '^ they reached Havre, hav- 
ing received many attentions at every place 
where they stopped on the journey." On the 
22nd, they left Havre for Southampton, which 
they reached on the 24th, where he was met by 
Bishop Shipley and his family, and other old 
friends. Here also he found his son William, 
from whom he had been separated for nine years, 
and who was now residing in England. On the 
27th, the party left Southampton, arriving at 
Philadelphia, after a pleasant voyage, on the 
14th of September. 

"Myson-in-law," u;s Trttnldlti, "cams wKb a boat for 
HI ; wa lauded at Market Street wbarf, where we were re- 
ceived bj a crowd of people with hiuiaB, and accompa- 
Ttied with acclamatioiu quite to my door. Foond my family 
well. God be praised and thanked for all hlBmerciesT' 

During the voyage, he repeated his experi- 
ments in the Gulf Stream, and also prepared two 
valuable papers, on Improvements in Navigation, 
and Smoky Chimneys, which he afterwards 
read before the Philo^iopbicai Society- 

Google 
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He left Frauce with tke i-egrebi of all clossea 
" When he bid farewell to Passy, it seemed as 
if the village had lost its patriarch," so mnoh 
had he endeared himself to bis neighbors during 
a several years' residence among them. The 
veneration and affection awakened toward him 
in France were strickingly manifeated, a few 
years later, when, on hia death, the National 
Assembly and the oommunity of Paris sent let- 
ters of condolence to the President of the United 
States and to Congress ; " The first instance," 
says Jefferson, " of that homage having been 
paid by a public body of one nation to a private 
citizen of another." 

It was a high compliment paid him by Jefier- 
goD, when he sud, that " the succession to Dr. 
Franklin at the court of Fiance was an excellent 
school of humility. On being presented to any 
one as the minister of America, the commonplace 
question used in such oases was, < It is you, sir, 
who replace Dr. Franklin ? ' I generally an- 
swered, * No one can replace him, sir ; I am only 
his successor.* " 

At home he received a universal welcome, 
such as was due to his personal worth and 
his great public services. From General Wash- 
ington, Mr. Jay, and numerous other distin- 
guished men in all parts of the country, came 
letters of congratulation. The next day after his 
arrival, the Assembly of Pennsylvania presented 
him a congratulatory address, and the American 
Philosophical Society, the University of Phila- 
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delphia, aDd other public bodies, followed in the 
same struD of respect and welcome. A £bw 
days after his return, he was chosen a member of 
the Supreme Executive Council of Fermsylva- 
nia. The next moDth, the veteran statesman of 
seventy-nine, having ali-eady spent more than 
half a century in the public service, was elected 
President (or Governor) of the State of Penn- 
sylvania, in which office he was continued for 
the two following years, aa long aa the Constitu- 
tion made him eligible. But no congratulation, 
we presume, wss more hearty or welcome than 
that of bis sister, Mrs. Meoom. About a week 
after his anlTal, she wrote : 

"BleMedbeOod, who has brought my dear brother ufe 
to hla deaired port; th>t }ias auBwored mj daily prayen for hl> 
comfort and eue; that yon h&Ts had bd good a pattage, and 
but one iay'a lUnew from the malady that attends yon." 

Dr. Franklin was now peculiarly happy in bis 
home. 

"lam got into my ntcAe," he wrote to a friend, "titer 
being kept oat of It twenty-fonr yean by foreign employ- 
ments. It is a very good honae, that I built lo long ago to 
reiireluto, without being able to enjoy It." 

And to another : 

"lamnowln thelwBomof my family, and findfoor new 
little prattlen, who cilng al>out the knees ot their grand- 
papa, and afFord me great pieaiure. The affectionate wel- 
eome J met with £rom my fellow-dtizens waa far beyond ay 
expectatloni." 

To yet another friend, he wrote: 

" I im Burrounded bj my cdtiprlng, a dim^ an& eSe^ 
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tionate daughter Id my hooBe, with alx grandchildieii, Uia 
eldest of whom Is now at tullege in the next street, Bnlihlng 
the learned part of hie education; the others promising, 
both for parts and good diepoaltlons. Wlist their coadaet 
maj be, when they grow np and enter the Important scenes 
of life, J aball not live to tee, and I cannot fareaec I there- 
fore enjof among Uiem the present hour, and leave the fu- 
ture to ProTidence. 

" He that raises a large family does, indeed, while he ilvea 
to observe them, stand, as Watts says, a broader mark for 
torraiB; but then he stands a broader mark for pieasnre too. 
When we lannch our little fleet of barks into Uie ocean, 
bound to ditTereDt ports, we hope for each a prosperous vof- 
age; but contrary winds, hidden shoais, storms, and ene- 
mies come in for a share in the disposition of events; and 
lltougb these occasion a mixture of disappointment, yet, con- 
sidering the risk where we can make no Insarance, we should 
think onnelvea happy if some return with aaccess. Uy 
son's son. Temple Franldin, ' ' * has dropped for the 
present his views of acting in the poIlUcal line, and applies 
himself ardently to the study and practice of agricalture. 
This is much more agreeable to me, who esteem it the most 
nsefu], the most Independent, and therefore the noblest, of 
em^oyments. ' ' ' 

" Hy health and spirits continue, thuiks to God, as when 
you saw me. The only compMnt I tlieu had, does not grow 
worse, and is toieraltle. I still have enjoyment in Ute coat- 
pany of my friends; and, being easy in circumstances, have 
many reasons to like living. But the course of uatur« must 
•oon pat a period to my present mode of existence. This I 
shall submit to with the less regret, as, having seen during 
a long life a good deal of this world, I feel a growing corioe- 
tty to t>e acquainted with some other; and can cheerfully, 
with filial confidence, resign my spirit to tlifl conduct td tAat 
great and good Parent of mankind, who created it, and wb» 
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liM BO graciously protected aad proapered me from my birth 
to Okfl pra»eiit hoar." 

He kept up a lai^e correspondeiioe with 
friends at home and abroad. To Mrs. Hewsoa, 
after ackaowledging the receipt of her letters, 
he wrote : 

"Therein I find sU the pieuing little family MBtoij of 
your children; how WUUe had I>egan to speil, overcoming 
hy strength of memory all the diiDcnlty occaaioned by the 
eonuDou wretched alphabet, while you were convinced of Ibe 
ntUity of oar new one;* how Tom, geniiu-llke, struck out 
new p&Qu, and, reiinqnishlng the old names of the letlen, 
called U b«i(, and P bolOe; how Eliza b^au to grow jolly, 
that Is, fat and iiandsome, reaembiing Annt Kooke, whom I 
Dsed to call my lovely 

"I have fonnd my family here in health, good drcnm- 
■tances, and well respected by their fellow dtlieni. The 
ccnDpaoions of my yondi are Indeed almoat all departed; but 
I find an agreeable society among their children and grand- 
diUdren. IliaTepubUcbualneas topteaervamefromefuutt, 
and private amnsemeot besides. In conrersaUon, booka, my 
garden, and cribbage. Considering our weil-^umiBhed, pten- 
tUul market as the best of gardens, I am taming mine, in 
the midst of which my house stuids, into grass plote and 
gravel walks, with trees and flowering shrubs. Cards wa 
■ometlmes play here, In long winter evenings, but It is as 
tlwy play at chess, not tot money but for honor, or the pleas- 
tue of beating one another. This will not be quite a norelty 
to you, as yon may remember we played together in that man- 
ner daring the winter at Passy. I have, indeed, now and 
then, a little compouctlon in reflecting that I spend time so 
Idly; bat another reflection comes to rellere me, whlsperlDC 

* Inr^Kod bf Dr- FVanklliij oa the pHodplfl ot phooofm^y. 
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'Ton kitow tliat tbe aonl Is Imioortal; why, then, dMvU 
you be sncb a niggard of a Uttle time, when yon h»« » 
vhole eternity before joa? ' So, being ewfly coavlnced, and, 
like olliar reuonable creatures, satlafled vlttk a nuall naaon, 
when It la In favor of doing what I bsn a mind to, I ■h(ilB« 
the card! again, and b(^ another game. 

"Aa to public smusementa, we have neither [days noi 
operas, bnt we had yecterday a kind of oratorio, aa yon wIU 
aee by the enclosed paper; and we have aawnibllea, balla, 
and coucerta, besldea little parties at one another'a hooaea, 
in which there Is sometimea dancing, and freqoently good 
music; so that we jog on In life aa plaaaantly aa yon do In 
England ; anywhere but In London, for there you hare playa 
performed by good actors. That, howerer, Is, I tUnfc, th« 
only advantage London has over Philadelphia." 

On the Fourth of July, 1786, he wrote to his 
Bister : 

"Ton need not be concerned, In writing to me, about 
your bad spelling; for, in my opinion, aa our alphai)et now 
atanda, the bad spelling, or what la called so, la generally the 
beat, as coufomtlng to the aound of Uie letters, and of tlie 
words. To give you an instance. A gentleman recelred a 
letter, in which were these worda: Notjlndini/ Brown at 
ftom«, JdeUMredvourmeav toMsu^. The gentleman, find- 
ing it bad spelling, and therefore not very intelligible, called 
hla lady to help him read It. Between them they picked ont 
the meaning of all but the yf, wblch Ihey could not nnder- 
itaod. The lady proposed calling her chambermaid, be- 
oaose Betty, says she, liM Uie bert knack at reading bad 
apelilng of any one I know. Betty came, and was anipriaed 
that ndtiier Sir nor Madam could teil wiiat jif was. ' Wliy,' 
•aid she, 'i/ apells w{^e,- what else can it apellf ' And, la- 
deed, it Is a much better, as well as shorter method of apeU- 



Lira! OF BENJAMIN TBANKUK. 879 

bag w(fe, than ioutl^ou, t,tf, «, which In reality spella 

"Th«ro ia mach rejoldng In town to-day. It beli^ the 
AnniTeraary of the Declaration of Independence, which we 
dgned thia day tan yean, and thereby hasarded Uvea and 
fottimee. Ood waa pleased to pat a favorable end to the 
ccmtest, much sooner than we had reaaon to expect HIa 
name be praised." 

From her, about a fcatiugbt after, oame a let- 
ter, informing her brother of the public celebra- 
tion of the opening of the new brieve on Charles 
River ; *' it was thought " she said " the toll-gath- 
GteiB received yesterday, being Commencement 
day, five hundred doUais." She added, that she 
had sent '* the soap." Again in August, the good 
Bister wrote, that she hoped there might be effi- 
oacy in blackberry jelly to help her brother. She 
added, with a burst of pious gratitude : 

"Oh, U itia, how ihaJl I enough ble»a that mercUnI,oom- 
pMtlonate Bdng, who has directed to such a medicine for 
yonr relieL" 

She informed him also that, 

" The North Chnrch lolka are repairing their ateeple, and 
it waa tlutught the electrical wire waa too small to condoct 
a large stroke of lightning, I felt uneasy about It, and got 
Xt, Collas to inquire about it, and he tells me they liaTS 
nutde It three times as big as It was before." 

In December she thanked him for " a channing 
barrel of flour," which he had sent her, and 
gave him some pardoulars of a great snow-storm 
in Boston ; 

"The S40W ttas b«en so deep, and we no man Im Uw 

Cookie 



S80 LIffB OF BBKJAION FBAHXLIN. 

boose, tlitt m might have been buried alive were It sot for 
the care of Bome good aeighbon who b^^ to dig us oat 
before we were up in the momiDg, and Conshi William 
came pofflng and aweatlng, aa eoon as it was possible, to see 
bow we wen, and If we wanted anything; bot, thank God, 
we bad no want of anything necessary, if we had been shut 
np a fortnight, except milk." 

Early the next year, 1787, he wrote to a friend 
in Bngland : 

" I ^ten think with great pleasure on the h^py days I 
peiwd in England with mr end your learned and ingenious 
friends, who have left us to Join the majority In the world 
erf spirits. Every one of them now knows mote than all of 
ns they have left behind. It is to me a comfortable reflec- 
tloD, that, since we most live forever In a future state, there 
Is a sufflclent stock of amusement In reserve f or ns, to be 
found In constantly learning something new to eternity, the 
p«sent quantity ol human Ignorance Infinitely exceeding 
that of human knowledge. 

" B. F&uiKLnr (In bis eighty-second year)." 
To a Mend in France tie wrote, not long 
after: 

" Bitting or lying In bed, I am generally ^te easy, Qod 
be thanked; and, u I live temperately, drink no wine, and 
use daily the exercise of the dumb-bell, I flatter myself that 
tbe stone is kept from aogmenting bo much as it might Mh- 
erwiM do, and that I may still continue to find It tolerable. 
People who Uve long, who will drink of the cup of life to 
the very bottom, must expect to meet with some of the usual 
dr^, and wheu I reflect on the number of terrible maladlea 
bnnum nature Is subject to, I think myself favored In hav^ 
ing to my share only the stone and the gout." 

Speaking; of " the prejudice in Europe, which lappoew « 
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fiunilj dishonored by the pimleihnieitt of oao of tto mem- 
bers, a» very absurd," be adda, "on the contrary," aa hia 
opinion, " that a rogae hanged oat of « family doe* it mora 
honor than ten that Uts In U." 
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CHAPTER XXXIX. 

" Plunged into Pvilie BmineiB" — Member of the 
Convention that Framed the Gonetituiion. — 
Magor Forman, — WmhiTiffton. — Fran&lin. — 
Speech on Praters in the Convention, — Divine 
Providence. — Contest bettceen the Larger and 
iSmaUer Statet. — IneligibiliUf of the President 
to a Second Term. — Power of the President. 
—Jiamet Madieon. — Anecdote of Franklin. — 
Picture of a Rising Sun, — Franklin's Activity. 
— Bigeloto. — Diary of Manasseh Cutler. — fiw 
Vitit to Franklin in 1787.— Letter to Mrs. Me- 
com. — How to Build Fire-proof Souses. — Bis 
Eindness, — Letter from Mrs. Meeom. — Let- 
ter from his Niece. — What is Knotsn m Heaoen 
of FaHhlg Things. — Letter to his Sister.— 
Letter to a Friend. — Relief from Puilie Bus- 
ineis. — Meetings of Societies at his Bouse. — 
Bit Domestic Life. — Remedy for Deafness. — 
Abolition of Slavery. — ^* Plan for Improving 
the Condition of the Free Blacks,^' — Aboli- 
Hon Memorial to Congress, — Last Sickness, — 
.fit! Cheerfulness. — Relates Anecdotes. — Bx* 
Sickness Increases, — Bis Patience, — Orati- 
tude to God. — Ms Death, — Dr. Jones, — 
Dr. Bush. — Mrs. Enoson's Accownt <f hit 
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Sichness and Death. — Dr. Wattt* Poema. — 5ti 
Religiov* Ftewa. — I/€tter to Thomat Paine. 

Wbitihq to a friend, after his return to 
America, Dr. Franklin said : " I am plunged 
i^iain into public business as deep as ever." 

" I had, on my letnm," lie wrote to another friend la 
England, "aome right to expect repoM; and It was m; In- 
tention to avoid all pnbllc boBlnesi. Bat I had not flrmnesi 
enough to resist the ananimoni dealr« of my coimtry folks; 
and I find myself liamesaed again In their serrlce tor another 
year. They engrosMd the prime of my life. They bkTS 
eaten my flesh, and seem resolved now to pick my bones." 

This had immediate reference to his appoint- 
ment as President of PennsylTania. Bat yet 
more responsible duties now awwtdd him. He 
was elected a member of the Convention which 
formed the Constitution of the United States ; 
- the Articles of Confederation, under which the 
republic had been oi^anized, having been found 
ill-adapted to a firm and stable government. 
The Convention met in May, 1787, at Philadel- 
phia. Major Forman, who died in 1862, at the 
age of ninety-seven, thus describes the appeal^ 
ance of two of its most diatioguisbed members. 
He says that, 

" He saw G«n»al Washington at Philadelphia, tn the 
ConTendon which assembled to adopt the United States 
Constitution. The gensral was attired In dtlien's drees, 
bine coat, cocked hat, his hair in a cue, and crossed and pow- 
deied. He walked alone,Biid seemedbomedown InthonghL 
He presided over the Conrentlon, which was held In Um 
State Honse. A few momenls prerions to Qen^nl Waa'to 

.;„o8ic 
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IngtoQ'a Uking hig seat on the rostram, Qie venerable Di. 
Frsnkllii wu brought forward by % posse of men. In his se- 
dan, and helped Into the hall, he hehig severely afflicted 
with tile palsy." * 

He was one of the moat Talaable and infiaen- 
tial members of that august body. One speech 
of hia is memorable, as ahowing his &ith in the 
value of prayer. Iilajiy weeks had been spent 
in fraitless and acvimonioos debate, when Frank- 
lin introduced a motion for dail^ piayeis, is 
the following words : 

"The small progress we have made after fonr or flre 
weeks, dose attendance and continaed reasoning with each 
other; our different sentiments on almost every quesUoo, 
seTeral of tii« last prodacing almost as many noes as ayes,— 
ia, methlnka, « melancholy proof of the tmpeif ectlon of tlie 
human understanding. We, indeed, seem to feel our own 
want of political wisdom, aince we have been running aboot 
In search of It. We have gone iMCk to ancient history foi 
modes ot government, and examined the dlSerent forma of 
those rapubUcs which, having been fonned with the seeds of 
their own dtssolntian, now no longer exist. And we hMn 
viewed modem states all round Bnsd^, but Sod none of 
their constitutions suitable to our circumatancei. In this 
situation of this assembly, groping, as it were, in the dark, 
to find political truth, and scarce able to dlsUngalsh it when 
presented to us, how has it happened. Sir, Outt we bare not 
hitherto once thought of i^>plylng to tiie Fallier of lights, to 
illuminate our understandlngf In the beginning of the con- 
test with Great Britain, when we were sensible of danger, 
we had daily pn^er in this room for the divine protection. 
Our prayers, glr, were heard, and they were graciously an- 

• Un.Bonner'iLcg-Df HIitorinlGleuingi. I1.,]M. 

Google 
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■wered. All of us vho were engaged In the struggle mnsi 
have obseired frequent Instaocea of ft siiperln tending Provi- 
dence in our f&vor. To tLat kind Providence we owe this 
happy opportunity of consulting in peace on the means of 
Mtabllsliing our future national felicity. And have we now 
forgotten that powerful friend? Or do we imagine that we 
no longer need hlB aaaistance? I have, lived, Sir, a long 
time, and the longer I live, the more convincing proofs I see 
of this tratb—thatOodgmemtih the off airaql' men. And 
If a Bparrov cannot fall to the ground without bis notice, Is 
it prolwhle that an empire can rise without hia aid ? We 
have been assured. Sir, In the sacred writings, that " except 
the Lord build the house, they labor In vain that build it." 
I firmly believe this; and I also believe that without hli 
ooDcuiring aid we shall succeed In this political building 
no better than the builden of BabeL We shall be divided 
by our little partial local Interests ; our [Hojects will be eon- 
founded ; and we ourselves shall become a reproach and by- 
word down to future agesi And what is worse, mankind 
may bereaft«r, from this nnfortnnate Instance, despair of 
establishing governments by human wisdom, and leave it to 
chance, war and conquest. 

I therefore beg leave to move that henceforth prayers, Im- 
ploring the assistance of Beaven and Its blessings on our 
deliberations, be held in this assembly every morning before 
we proceed to business, and that one or more of the clergy 
of this city be requested to officiate in that service." 

He showed his rematkable genius for etates- 
manship in the waj he brought to a satisfactoiy 
end the hitter contest between the lai^er and 
smaller States, by proposing that all the States 
should be equally represented in the Senate, 
and according to their population in t^e lower 

Coogk 
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House, where also monej bills were to ort^ate. 
He opposed a property qualification for Repre- 
sentatives to CoDgress, and the allowing a com- 
peusation to members of the Senate. He favored 
the election of President for a term of seven 
years, and his subsequent ineligibility. 

He expressed his fears of the result of giving 
to the President the power of appointments to 
ofBce ; and favored the clause which grants to 
Congress the power of impeaching him. He 
always feared the danger of Executive encroadi- 
ments upon the liberties of the people. 

Madison relates th^t, — 

" Whilst the last memben were algntiig th« Faderol Oon- 
Btitution, Doctor Franklin, looking torarde the Fresident'l 
chair, at the back of which a rising Bun h&ppeaed to be 
paiuted, observed to & few members near him, that ptdnters 
had found It difflcolt to distinguish. In their art, a rising 
from & setting son. *I hare,' said he, 'often ajid often. In 
the course of the SMaion, and the vicissitudes of my hopes 
and fears as to Its issue, looked at that behind the President, 
without being able to tell whether it was rising or setting; 
but now at length I have the happiness to know tli&t It Is a 
rising and not a setting sun." 

During the session of four months, Franklin, 
though now in his eighty^econd year, gave to 
ita work five hours every day. 

"It Is not too much to say," says Blgalow, "that to 
Franklin, perliaps more than to on; other one man, the pna- 
ent ConstttuUon of the United States owes most of those 
features which have given it durability, and have made It 
tUo ideal by which all other systems of goremmoit an 
tested by Amerlcau." 
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Fortunately, the diary* of Rev. MaiiaDseh 
Cutler of Hamilton, Maijs., somewhat eminent 
in his day as a scholar and a botanist, gives us 
a picture of Franklin at this period of his life. 
Being on a visit at Philadelphia, he called upon 
the venerable statesman. 

"July 13, 1787.— Dr. Franfalin llvetin M&rket Street His 
houM Htanda up a court, at some diatonce from the street. 
I found him In hia garden, sitting upon a graas-plot, under 
a Tei7 large molberry.tree, with Beveral other gentlemen, 
and two or thre« ladleB. Wben Mr. Gerry Introduced me, 
he rose from his chair, took me by the hand, expressed his 
jo; at seeing me, welcomed me to the city, and begged ma 
to seat myself close to him. His voice was low, but hl« 
countenance open, frank, and pleasing. I delivered to him 
my letters. After he had read them, he took me again b; 
the hand, and, with the usual compUments, Introduced me 
lo the other gentlemen, who are most of them membera of 
th« Convention. 

" Here we eut«red Into a free conversation, and spent our 
time most agreeably, until it was quite dark. The tea^Able 
was spread under the tree, and Mrs. Bache, who Is the ouly 
daughter of the Doctor, and lives with him, served It out to 
the company. She had three of her children about her. 
They seemed to be extremely fond of their grandp^ia. The 
Doctor showed me a curiosity be had Just received, and with 
which he was extremely pleased. It was a snake with two 
heads, preserved In a large phial. ' * * ' He grounds 
his opinion of Its not being an extraordinary production, but 
a distinct genus, on the perfect form of the snake, the prob- 
ability of its being of some age, and there having been found 
a snake entirely similar (of which the doclor h&s a drawing, 
which he showed us), near Lake Champlaln, lu the time of 

* Sptiki, Vol. l.j 3«^ J 
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Uin Ute w&r. He mentioned the situation of this enake, 
if it wu trayelling among buehes, and one head Bhoold 
choow to go on one side of the stem uf a bush, and the other 
head should prefer the other Bide, sad neither of the beads 
would consent to coma back, or give way to the other. He 
waa then going to mention a humorous matt«r, that had thai 
da; occurred In the Convention, in consequence ol his com* 
paring the snake to America; for he seemed to forget tliat 
everything in the Convention was to be kept a profound 
secret But the secrecy of Convention matters waa sug- 
gested to him, which stopped him, and deprived me of Oke 
story he was going to tail. 

"Alter it was dark we went Into the house, and he Invited 
me into ilia library, which is likewise his study. It is a vet; 
large chamber, and high-studded. The walla are covered 
with l>ook-sh elves, filled with books; besides these there are 
four lai^e alcoves, extending two-thirds the length of the 
chamber, filled In the same manner. I presume this is the 
largest and by far the best private library in America. He 
showed us a glass machine for exhibiting the circulation of 
Qie blood in the arteries and veins of the human body. - 

' ' Another great curiosity was a rolling-press, for tak- 
ing the copies of letters or any other writing. A sheet of 
paper is completely copied in less than two minutes. * - 
It is an invention of his own. ■ ■ ■ He also showed us 
hie long, artificial arm and band, for taking down and put- 
ting up books on high shelves, which are out of reach ; and 
his great arm-chair, with rockers, and a lai^ fan placed 
over it, with which he fans himself, keeps oft the flies, etc, 
while he site reading, with only a small motion of the foot; 
and many other cariosities and inventions, all his own, bnt 
of lesser note. Over his mantel he has a prodigious num- 
ber of medals, busts, and casts in wax, or plaster of Paria, 
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which »n the effigies of the most noted characters 1» Bd- 
rope. 

" But wliat the Doctor wished prfndpall; to show me waa a 
huge Tolome on botany. ' - * It waa a Blugle volnme, 
bat >o lai^, that It was with great difficulty that he was 
able to raise It from a low shelf, and lift it on Uie table. But 
with that senile ambition, which is common to old people, 
be Inaiated on doing It Mmself, merely to show lu how mnch 
■trength he bad remaining. It contained Ibe whole of Lin- 
naeus' Systema Yugetabilium, with large cuts of eveiyplant, 
eolored from nature. It was a feast to me, and the Doctor 
seemed to enjoy It as well as myself. We spent a couple of 
hours in examining (his volume, white the other gentlemen 
amoaed themselTes with other matters. 

"He seemed extremely fond, through the course of the 
visit, of dwelling on pbllosoidilcal subjects, and particularly 
that of Natural History; while the other gentlemen were 
swallowed up with politics. This was afaTora!)lB circum- 
stance to me; for almost the whole of bis conversation waa 
addressed to me, and I was highly delated with the exten- 
sive knowledge he appeared to have of eveiy subject, the 
brightness of his memory, and claamess and Tivaclty of all 
hla mental faculties, notwithstanding his age. 

"'BSe manner* are perfectly easy, and everything about 
him seems to diffuse an unrestrained freedom and hqtpinesa. 
He has an incessant vein of humor, accompanied with an 
tmcommon vivacity, which eeemed as natural and Involon- 
taiy as his breathing." 

His kindness and his philosophy appear in one 
of hia letters to his sister, written about two 
months later, in which he says : 

"Dament the loss your town has suffered this year by flr«. 
r aomelimes think meu do not act like reasonable creatures, 
nnen tbcy build for ihemseiTes combustible dweUlnga, ta 
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vhich thej u« every da; obliged to hm fire. In my new 
buildings, I have taken a few precantloiis not generoUj 
nied; to wit, none ttf the wooden work of one num comntn- 
nlcates with the wooden work of any other room, and alt the 
floore, and even the steps of the staliB, are plastered close to 
the boards, besides the plastering on the laths under tlie 
Joists. There are also trap-doors to go out upon the roofs, 
that one ma; go ont aiid wet the shinies in case of a neigh- 
boring fire. But, indeed, I think the atali>«ases should be 
stone, and the floors tiled m In Paris, and the roofs either 
tiled or slated. 

" I sent you lately a barrel of flour, and I btame mjaelf 
for not sooner desiring you to lay In your winter's wood, and 
drawing upon me for It as last year. To avoid such n^lect 
in future, I now make the direction general, that you draw 
on me every year for the same purpose." 
Again in NoTcmber he writes : 

" I am glad you have made the provision gainst the win- 
ter, which I mentioned to you. Tour bill is honored. It is 
Impossible for me .always to guess what you may want, and 
I hope, therefore, that you will never be ahy in letting me 
know wherelu I can help to make your life more comfort- 
able." 

Iq a letter from liia sister, written about two 
months later, she alludes to his suspecting that 
she bad not fully told ber need : 

"I do Indeed live comfortable. I have a good, clean 
house to live in, etc. I go to bed early, lie warm and com- 
foriable, rise early to a good Are, have my breakfast directly, 
and eat it with a good appetite, and then read, or work, or 
what else I please. We live frugslly, bake all our own 
bread, brew small txier, lay in a little cider, pork, batter, 
°.tc., supply ourselves with other provision* daily at Ilia 
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door. We m&ka no entertalnmente, but BometimeB an luti- 
mate acqudntance will come in and partake with ua Ilia 
dinner we hare provided (or onnelvee, and a dish of t«a In 
the afternoon ; and if a friend sits and chats a little In the 
evening, wa eat oni- hasty-pudding (onr common supper) 
after they are gone. 

" It Is trae I have lome troubles, but my dear brother 
does all in his power to allevlata them by preventing even a 
wish." 

The familiar terms which he muntained with 
his lelatires, appear in many letters that pas^^ed 
between them. Thus his niece, Mrs. CoUas, of 
Boston, writing to him, July, of this yeai-, and 
refening to something said in previous letters, 
remarked : 

"Hamma * ' * said you did not consider that la 
heftven we should know everything, for a good wonuui of 
her acquaintance who was just »^lng, longed to hear from 
England first, that she might can^ the news of the Sbuup 
Acf B being repealed to her f atlier, who was a good old Whig. 
I asked her If she thought they would hear when Uauldliig 
[Maldeiij bridge was finished: Uiat, she thought, was loo 
trtfllng; so we concladed, apon the whole, Oiat tharo would 
be more joy in heaven over one sinner that repented, than 
over ninety and nine tueh thingt." 

Writing in November, to bis sister, he says ; 

" I am sorry you should sofler so much uneasiness with 
tears and apprehenslotis about my health. There are in life 
real evils enough, and it is a folly to afflict ourselves with 
imsglBary ones; and It Is time enough when the real ones ar- 
rive. I see by the papers that to-morrow (Kovember 27th) 
& your Ttiauksgiving Daj. The flour wUl arrive loo late for 
your ptuM-puddings, fori find it went tron^^eocehutafew 
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ds;s since. I hope, however, it wlii be witli ;oa before tba 
winter sliuu up the bftrbor.'* 

He WTit«s to a £riend early the next year 
(1789) : 

"Having served my time of tluee jean u President, I 
have uowrenonnoed all public bosineas, and enjoy tlie otbm 
Clan dignitate. My friends indulge me with their frequent 
visits, whicli I have now leisure to receive and enjoy. The 
PhJloaophlc&l Society, and tlie Socletj 'or Political Inqulrlet, 
meet at my house, which Ihaveenlarged by additional build- 
ing, that aSotdf me a lu^e room for tliose meetings, and 
another over It formj library, now very considerable; and 
over all some lodging-rooms. I have seven promising grand- 
children by my daughter, who play with and amuse me, and 
she is a kind and attentive nurse to me when I am at any 
Ume indispoeed; bo that I pass my time as agreeably as at my 
age a man may well expect, and have little to wish for, ex- 
cept a more easy exit tlisn my malady seems to threaten." 

He Btill haa Bome practical information to 
give to his &ieud, and adds : 

" The deafness you complain of gives me concern. If 
moderate, you may remedy It easily and readily, by putting 
your thumb and fingers behlDd your ear, pressing it ont- 
wards, and enlarging It, aa it were, with the hollow of your 
hand. By an exact experiment, I found that I could hear 
the tick of a watch at forty-flve feet distance by this means, 
which was barely audible at twenty feet without It. The 
experiment was made at midnight when tiie house was 
sUlL" 

He was much interested in the abolition of 
slavery, and in 1787 was chosen Pi-esident of^ 
the first society ever formed for that purpose 
the Pennsylvania Abolition Society, whose oen- 
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Lennial aimiyersaiy was celebrated in Phlladel- 
{ihia the past year (187S). He drew up a 
Plan for Improving the Condition of the Free 
Blacks ; and in 1790, about two months before 
his death and as hia last public act, he eigned, 
as President of the Abolition Society, a memorial 
to Congress, which he is said to have written, 
for the abolition of American slavery. In it be 
eaid: 

" That m&nklnd are all formed b; the ume A tmlghtj 
Being, alike objects of hla care and eqnaJt? designed for the 
enjojment of happiness, tlie Chrlatlan religion teachea wt to 
beliere, and the political creed of Americana folly coincidM 
with that posiUon." 

Still later, less than a month before his death, 
he wrote a travesty of a speech made by a mem- 
ber of Congress, in whiuh lie represented an Al- 
gerine as ui^ng, before the Divan, reasons in 
favor of European elavery, similar to those pre- 
sented by the Americans in belialf of negro 
slavery. 

But the life that had so long been busy in 
works of utility and benevolence, in promoting 
the cause of freedom, science, and humanity, 
was drawing to a close. Early in April, 1700, 
he was attacked with " a fever and complaint 
of the breast," which confined bim most of the 
time to his bed. In the intervals of pain, which 
was very great, 

" He nut only amnaed himself l>y reading and eonverriag 
dwerfully with his family and a tcvr fiieniUi who visited 
blm, but was often employed In doiog bu^ioen «t * public 
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M veil aa of K private lutare, with Tirlotu perse ns who 
waited upon him for that parpose; and, in every Instance, 
displayed not only the readlnesB and dispositioD to do good, 
which were the dlstinguiahing characteristics of hla life, but 
thefullestiiadclearest posseaslouof Ills vmcommoa abilities. 
He also not unfrequently indulged In those jeux (T ««prit 
and entert^nisg anecdotes, whleh were the delight ol tH 
who heard tiim. 

"About aixteen days before his death, he was seized with 
a fereriih disposition, wilhoat any particular symptoms 
attending it till the third or fourth day, when he complained 
<d a pain In Us left breast, which increased till It became 
extremely acul«, attended by a coa^ and laborious breath- 
ing. Daring this stal«, when the severity of his psJna drew 
forth a groan of ccanpl^nt, he would observe, that he was 
afraid he did not bear them as he ought; acknowled0ng 
his grateful sense of the many blessings he had received 
from the Supreme Being, who had raised him, from small 
and low b^innings, to auch high rank and conalderaUon 
among men, and made no doubt but that his preaent afitlc- 
tiona were kindly intended to wean him from a world In 
which he was no longer fit to act the part assigned him. In 
thia frame of body and mind he continued tmtil five days 
before bis death, when the pain and difficulty of breathing 
entirely left him, and his family were flattering themselves 
with the hopes of his recovery." But a change came over 
him, and, " on the ITth of April, 1790, about deven o'clock 
at night, he quietly expired, cloahig a long and nsefnl life of 
dghty-tour years and three months."* 

Dr. Rush says that ' 

" His conversation with hia family, upon th« subject of 
his dissolution, was free and cheerf uL A few days before 
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be died, be rom from hla bed, and begged that It might be 
nude up for blm, so Uiat he might die in a decent moaner. 
Hi« daughter told him that she hoped he would recover, and 
live man7 760x8 longer. He calmly replied, ' I hope not.' 
Upon being adTiaed to change his position In bed, that be 
might breathe easy, be said, ' A ^/ing man com do HotMRf 

Mis. Hewsou, who had removed to Philadel- 
phia, wrote to a ^ieod : 

" I was the faithful wltoess of the cioBlsg scene, wblcb 
be sust^ned with that calm fortitude which characterized 
blm throi^b life. No repining, no peevish ezpreasloo, ew 
escaped him during a conflnement of two yean, in which, I 
believe, If every moment of care could be added together, 
the sum would not amount to two whole montlis. When 
the pain wa« not too violent to be amused, he employed him- 
self Willi his books, bis pen, or In conversation with hit 
friends; and upon every occasion displayed the clearness ot 
bis intellect and the cheerfulness of bis temper. Even 
when the Intervale of pain were so short that bis word* 
were frequently interrupted, I have known him to hold a 
discourse in a subltme strain of pletj. ' ' ' 

" I shall never forget one day ttiat I passed wllli our friend 
last summer. I found him In bed in great agony ; but, when 
that agony abated a little, I asked blm if I should read to 
him. He said, Yes, and the first book I met witli was 
Johnson's Lives of the Poets. I read the Life of Watts, 
who was a favorite author with Dr. Franklin; and instead 
of lulling bim to sleep, It roused him to a display of the 
pow«r of his memory and his reason. He repeated several 
at Watts' Lyilc Poems, and descanted upon their sublimity 
In a strain worthy of them and of their pious author. 

" It Is natural for us to wish that an alteoUon to som* 
ceremonies bad accAmpanled that religloi^ (A ^^ bwit) 
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which I km conTlnced Dr. Rvakllii •Ivrays poMcesed; but 
let tu, Tbo feel the benefit of them, contlnae to prkcUce 
them without thinking U^tly of that piety, which could 
mpport palm without h mannnr and meet death wlthoat 
terror," 

The religioUB views of Dr. Franklin ander- 
weDt importaQt changes during the course of tiis 
life. When but a lad he became a doubter of 
tevelation and a deist. 

"Hy ugumentB," he aftenrante aaid, "perrettad Bome 
others, putlculorly Collins aiid Balph; bat each of theee 
hkVliiK wronged me greatly, without the least compnnctioa, 
and recollecting Keith's conduct toward me, (who was an- 
other freetblnher,) and my own towards Temoa and Hiss 
Bead, which at times gave me great trouble; I began tosos- 
pect that Utta doctrine, thon^ It might be true, was not TeiT 

Bnt heeays: 

" I never donbt«d the existence of a Deity; Uiat he autde 
the world and governed it by his providence ; that the most 
acceptable service of Ood was the doing good to man; that 
our souls are immortal; and tliat all crimes will be ptmlshed, 
and virtue rewarded, either here or hereafter." 

That he believed in ptajer, appears from the 
forms of prayer which he drew up for his own 
ose, and especially from his solemn appeal to the 
Convftntion which formed the Constitution, to 
invite olei^ymen of the city to open the 
diacnssions of that body with prayer for divine 
guidance. 

The fomoos letter which be wrote to an infi- 
del, sappoeed to be Thomas Pune, uiging the 
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Bttppresaion of a work impugning the doctriues 
of revelation, shows the results of his matured 
convictions : 

" I luve read TOUT maniucript with soma attention. By 
tbe ai^oment It contains ag&lust a partlcuUr ProTldeuce, 
thoogh 70a allow a general ProTtdenca, jron strike at the 
foondalloii of all rellgioo. For without the belief of a Prov- 
idence, that taheH cognizance of, gnardi, and guides, and 
may favor particular pervona, there is no motive to worship 
aI)elt7,to fear his displeasure, or to pray for hla protection. 
I will not enter luto any dlscuuion of your principles, 
though f ou seem to desire IL At present, I shall only give 
you uiy opinion, that, though your reaaonlngs are anbtlle, 
anil may prev^l with aome readen, yon will not succeed so 
as tu change the general sentiments of maaUnd on that sub- 
ject, and the oonaeqnence of printing tUa piece, will be a 
great deal of odinm drawn upon joorMli, mischief to yon, 
and no benefit to othen. He that spits ^^nst the wind, 
spite In his own face. 

" Bui, were you to succeed, do yon imagine any good 
would be done by It t Ton yourself may find It easy to 
lead a virtuous life, without tlie aaalstance afforded by n- 
llgion ; yon having a clear perception of the advantages of 
virtue and tbe diaadvantAges of vice, and possessing a 
strength of resolution sufficient to enable you to resist com- 
mon temptations. But think how great a portion ot man- 
Uud conaistB of weak and ignorant men and women, and vi 
Inexpeiienced, Inconsiderate youth of both sexes, who have 
need of the motives of religion to restrain them from vice, to 
support their virtue, and retain them In the practice of It 
' dll It becomes habUwd, which is the great point for lU •» 
curl^. And perhaps you are Indebted to her originally, 
that Is, to your religion* education, for the hahlis of virtue 
iq^n which you now justly value younell. Tou might 
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easily display yonr ozcaUoiit talents of reasoning npon a Um 
h^iardoos anbject, and thereby obtain a rank with oar most 
distinguished authors. For among ns it is not necewary, as 
among the Hottentots, that a youth, to be raised Into Hie com 
pany of men, ihoold prove his manhood t? beating his 
mother. 

" I would advise you, theraf ore, not to attempt nnchalnlug 
the tiger, bnt to bom this piece before it Is seen by any 
oilier person : whereby yon will save yourself a great deal of 
mortlflcallon by Che enemies it may raise against you, and 
perh^w ft great deal of regret and repentance. If men are 
sowickedwttAn-IJfiQn, whatwooldtheybet^fDUtoulUr I 
int«nd this letter itself as a proq;' of my friendship, and 
therefore add no pn^ttknu to it; but subscribe simply 
•Tjum, 

B. Fbajiku.'c." 
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